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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM.

December 10, 2017 – 27th Sunday After Pentecost
Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus
The Holy Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and Eugraphus suffered for their faith in
Christ under the emperor Maximian (305-313). St. Menas was sent by the emperor
from Athens to Alexandria to suppress the riots that had arisen between the
Christians and the pagans. Distinguished for his gift of eloquence, Menas instead
openly began to preach the Christian Faith and he converted many pagans to
Christ. Learning of this, Maximian sent Hermogenes to Alexandria to place the
saints on trial. Moreover, he gave orders to purge the city of Christians.
Hermogenes, although he was a pagan, was distinguished by his reverent bearing.
And struck by the endurance of St. Menas under torture and by his miraculous
healing after the cruel torments, he also came to believe in Christ.
Maximian himself then arrived in Alexandria. Neither the astonishing stoic
endurance of Sts. Menas and Hermogenes under torture, nor even the miracles
manifested by God in this city, mollified the emperor. Instead, they vexed him all
the more. The emperor personally stabbed St. Eugraphus, the secretary of St.
Menas, and then gave orders to behead the holy Martyrs Menas and Hermogenes.

The relics of the holy martyrs, cast into the sea in an iron chest, were afterwards
found and transferred to Constantinople in the ninth century. The emperor
Justinian built a church in the name of the holy Martyr Menas of Alexandria. Saint
Joseph the Hymnographer composed a Canon in honor of these holy martyrs.
(from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 6:10-17
Brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness
in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate
of righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench
all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 17:12-19
At that time, as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were
lepers, who stood afar off. And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master,
have mercy on us!” So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves
to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. And one of
them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified
God, and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a
Samaritan. So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where
are the nine? Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except
this foreigner?” And He said to him, “Arise, go your way. Your faith has made
you well.”

St Thomas Craft Fair Booth = SUCCESS!
Thank you to all who pitched in to help with our both at the NAS Patuxent River
Annual Craft Fair! Despite relatively short notice, many of our parishioners
donated hand crafted items and baked goods to be sold at the craft fair, with all
profits going to St Thomas Church. Our booth served two purposes: outreach to
the community as the only Orthodox Christian church in Southern Maryland, and
to make money to put toward our parish’s bills. We had a total of 49 transactions,
and profited $306.40 for St Thomas.

The best-selling item was the walnut rolls, with all 15 rolls selling out within two
hours of opening! Syrian baklava was the second-best item, selling out an hour
and a half before closing. Everyone who contributed ended up selling at least one
item, so on the whole, our booth was a success! For the items that did not sell at
the fair, most of them will be available for purchase in the Brick House parish hall.
Thanks again to Cece for organizing/administering the booth and making wreaths,
Olga and the baking crew (Kari, Carol, Dennis & Phyllis) for the nut rolls and
baklava, Adina for the body scrub and headbands, Anna for the biscotti, Kelsey for
the fabric items, Pani Stacey for the pottery, and Phyllis for the bibs and crocheted
items.
There are many opportunities to do another booth, and now that we know what is
needed to put it together, what sells, and what people were looking for, our next
booth will surely include more parishioners, sell more items, and make more
money for our parish!

Beauty Will Save the World (Dostoyevsky, The Idiot)
We are moving forward with the next phase of iconography at St. Thomas, which
will complete work in the Narthex (the entry of the church) and in the Holy Place
(the curved wall in the altar area). Icons of two Seraphim on the ends of the curved
walls will cost $1,700 each. Icons of the ten Bishops flanking the icon of the
Heavenly Banquet in front of the altar (either side of the Banquet already in the
Holy Place) will cost $2,000 each. We will also be moving Gorazd of Prague, a
Bishop whose icon currently hangs in the Nave, into the Holy Place with an icon of
John of Damascus being put in his place, which can be sponsored for $600. Four
new icons will be completed in the nave, for $750 each. The writing above the

icons, as well as the "tablecloth" below will be completed, and costs have been
combined with the sponsorship of the Bishops.
The icons will be installed in 2018. The last time we offered this opportunity to
glorify God in His church, the response was tremendous. We are ready to collect
funds to complete the project, so if you are interested in participating, please
contact Josh Moore by phone at (541) 601-8413 or at jgmoore01@gmail.com.
Please see the Church website for up-to-date sponsorship information and pictures
of the icon work to be completed. Any donation of $500 or more is eligible for a
memorial plaque in the social hall. Currently we have: Pledged/Received Funds:
$10,957 | Remaining Needed: $15,443.
The Bishops to be placed in the Holy Place are currently planned to be ($2,000 to
sponsor one): Basil the Great, Gregory the Great, John Chrysostom, Cyprian of
Carthage, Athanasius the Great, Cyril of Alexandria, Leo the Great, Polycarp,
Ignatius of Antioch (sponsored), and Peter Moghila.
2 Seraphim in the Holy Place ($1,700 to sponsor; 1 sponsored).
John of Damascus in the nave ($600 to sponsor)
In the Narthex: Pr. Daniel, David, Elijah, and Melchizedek. ($750 to sponsor).

Many Years!
Last Saturday, we welcomed Jirome
Gebre (left) back into church after her
safe delivery of her son Simon, and
baptized him into the Orthodox Church
with the name Gebregergish (meaning
“servant of St. George”) (below and
next page). May God grant them many
blessed years!

A Word From the Holy Fathers
If you imitate Christ, you will become blessed. Your soul will die his death, and it
will not derive evil from its flesh. Instead, your exodus will be like the exodus of a
star, and your resurrection will glow like the sun. – Evagrius of Pontus, Ad Monachos
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Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox
Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His
Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent
Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Santiago Alzugaray, Alicia Barosio and family,
Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius
Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A.
Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak,
Deanna Jarrett, Tucker Karl and family, Robert Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian,
Helen, and Luke Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry
Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family, Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin
Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von Ronne, Anne
Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Dawn &
Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall, Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the Carmelite Nuns of Port
Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

