SOBORNOST
St. Thomas the Apostle Orthodox Church
(301) 638-5035 Church
4419 Leonardtown Road
Waldorf, MD 20601
Rev. Father Joseph Edgington, Pastor
(703) 532-8017
fredgington@gmail.com

Pani Stacey: sedgington003@gmail.com
www.apostlethomas.org
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
OF CONSTANTINOPLE

Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM,
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM.

September 4, 2016 – 11th Sunday After Pentecost
New Hieromartyr Gorazd, Bishop of Prague
O Lord, make this man also, who has been proclaimed a steward of the episcopal
grace, to be an imitator of You, the true Shepherd, who laid down Your life for
Your sheep… (Prayer of Consecration of a Bishop)
On September 25, 1921, these words were prayed over Father Gorazd Pavlik as he
was consecrated the Bishop of Moravia and Silesia. It is doubtful that anyone in
attendance that day, including the new bishop, expected that he would be called
upon to live that prayer in a literal way.
Matthias Pavlik was born in 1879 in the Moravian town of Hrubavrbka in what
would later become the Czech Republic. He was born into a Roman Catholic
family, completed the Roman Catholic seminary in Olomouc and was ordained a
priest. With the end of World War I and the formation of the new nation of
Czechoslovakia from the ruins of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, the laws requiring
observance of the Catholic religion were loosened. Father Matthias, along with
thousands of others left the Catholic Church with many seeking a home in the
Orthodox Church, which in that region was then under the protection of the

Orthodox Church of Serbia. Taking monastic vows, he assumed the name of
“Gorazd” who was a disciple of Sts. Cyril and Methodius and who succeeded St.
Methodius as the bishop of Moravia. At the age of 42, Father Gorazd was
consecrated an Orthodox bishop in Belgrade Serbia by the Serbian Patriarch
Dimitri along with the illustrious Metropolitan Anthony Khrapovitsky of Kiev and
several other bishops including Bishop Dositheus of Zagreb. Bishop Dositheus
was a key figure in the re-birth of the Orthodox Church among Carpatho-Rusyns
and was glorified as a saint of the Orthodox Church in May, 2000.
Bishop Gorazd immediately set to work building up the Orthodox Faith, building
eleven churches and two chapels, translating service books into the Czech
language. He paid particular attention to the Carpatho-Rusyns in the eastern part
of the Czech Republic who were also returning to the Orthodox Faith of their
ancestors. In that region, in 1934 he took part in the 20th anniversary
commemoration of the Marmarosh-Sigotsky trial. This trial occurred in 1914
when 94 Carpatho-Rusyn Orthodox together with their priest, St. Alexis Kabaluk
were tried for treason for renouncing the Greek Catholic Faith and embracing
Orthodoxy.
For twenty years, the bishop faithfully cared for his flock as a good shepherd. He
remained faithful to the Orthodox Faith despite attempts by many Catholics to
persuade him to renounce Orthodoxy. When many Roman Catholic priests rose up
against him, the Catholic Bishop Stoian said: Leave Pavlik alone, you are not
worthy to tie his laces, it would be good if everyone were like Pavlik.
When the German Nazis invaded and conquered Czechoslovakia in 1938, the
Orthodox Church was placed under the Orthodox metropolitan of Berlin,
Germany, Metropolitan Seraphim (Liade). The German ruler of Czechoslovakia
was Reinhard Heydrich, was assassinated on May 27, 1942 by a group of Czech
resistance fighters who then were allowed to hide in the crypt of Sts. Cyril and
Methodius Orthodox Cathedral. When Bishop Gorazd learned of this he realized
what great danger he and his flock were in if the Nazis uncovered this hiding
place. Before leaving for Berlin to take part in the consecration of Father Philip
Gardner as a bishop, he insisted that the resistance fighters leave the Cathedral and
find another place of refuge. But on June 18, the hiding place was revealed after a
betrayal and torture, and all members of the group were killed.
The Nazis immediately began massive reprisals. The two Cathedral priests and
senior lay officials were arrested. Bishop Gorazd, trying to save his people and his
church from destruction, wrote letters to the Nazi authorities taking the blame for
the actions in the Cathedral: “ I am giving myself up to the authorities and am
prepared to face any punishment, including death.”

Bishop Gorazd was arrested on June 27, 1942, tortured and executed by firing
squad at the Kobylisz Shooting Range on September 4. He was 63 years old. The
two Cathedral priests were also shot. Along with the priests and bishop, a total of
550 people were executed by the Nazis in reprisal for the assassination. In one
particularly heinous act, the entire village of Lidice was exterminated. All of the
men were executed, the women and children placed in labor camps, and all village
dwellings destroyed. Following the martyrdom of the bishop, the Orthodox
Church in Bohemia and Moravia was suppressed and all churches closed.
Orthodox priests were exiled to forced labor camps in Germany.
Because Bishop Gorazd willingly laid down his life in order to protect his flock, he
was recognized by the Orthodox Church of Serbia as a new martyr on May 4,
1961. On August 24, 1987 he was glorified in the Cathedral of St. Gorazd in
Olomouc Moravia. His feastday is observed on the day of his martyrdom,
September 4. Today, at the site of his martyrdom at the Kobylisz Shooting Range,
a monument has been erected in his memory and those others who suffered at the
hands of the Nazis.
– Fr. Ed Pehanich
Troparion of St. Gorazd, Tone 4
Leader of the Orthodox and restorer of the Moravian Church, / wise in God and
foremost among shepherds, Father Gorazd, / you suffered with joy for the Truth, //
beseech the Merciful God, that our souls may be saved.
Kontakion of St. Gorazd, Tone 2
In the midst of currents of spiritual uncertainty / you remained adamant in truth /
and you announced to your native land the way of salvation - Orthodoxy. / After a
life as a teacher of the Gospel, high priest and shepherd, / you patiently and bravely
accepted the crown of martyrdom from Christ the Savior / Holy Martyr Father
Gorazd, // intercede for us in God’s Kingdom.

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 9:2-12
Brethren, if I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you. For you are
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. My defense to those who examine me is
this: Do we have no right to eat and drink? Do we have no right to take along a
believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working? Who ever
goes to war at his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its
fruit? Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock? Do I say
these things as a mere man? Or does not the law say the same also? For it is
written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the
grain.” Is it oxen God is concerned about? Or does He say it altogether for our

sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in
hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope. If we have
sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things? If
others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more? Nevertheless we
have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 18:23-35
The Lord said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants. And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. But as he was not able to pay,
his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he
had, and that payment be made. The servant therefore fell down before him,
saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’ Then the master of
that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay
me what you owe!’ So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ And he would not, but went
and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt. So when his fellow servants
saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master
all that had been done. Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You
wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me. Should you
not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’
And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all
that was due to him. “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you,
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Those who have attained adoption as sons of God through faith in Christ are
baptized not into anything belonging to the created order but into the Holy Trinity
itself, through the mediation of the Word, who on the one hand joined what is
human to Himself by means of the flesh that was united to Him, and on the other
was joined by nature to Him who had begotten Him, since He was by nature God.
Thus what is servile rises up to the level of sonship through participation in Him
who is Son in reality, called and, as it were, promoted to the rank which the Son
possesses by nature. That is why we are called offspring of God and are such, for
we have experienced a rebirth by faith through the Spirit.
– St. Cyril of Alexandria

On Stewardship and the Orthodox Life –
Part 85: Do Not Fret
“…Fret not yourself; it tends only to evil…”
37[36]:5 RSV)

(Psalm

The word “fret” is not a common one in our modern usage of
the English language. The word means to be constantly or
visibly worried or anxious. Its meaning is similar to the
words of Christ: “…do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat or what
you shall drink, nor about your body, what you shall put on. Is not life more than
food, and the body more than clothing?” (Matthew 6:25 RSV)
In Psalm 37[36], we find David the Psalmist pondering how well the wicked seem
to fare in this life. It is often in our modern life that we find ourselves comparing
our own situations in life to others who seem to thrive on what appears to be “illgotten gains.” After all, we think, we play by the rules, yet we do not seem to be
able to get ahead.
There is a widespread belief in something that has come to be called “the gospel of
prosperity.” There are many who believe that one should give to God so that God
will give back to them. It was Ben Franklin who wrote that “God helps those who
help themselves.” This slogan is used by many who believe in “the gospel of
prosperity” to the point that they think the quote actually came from the Bible. It
did not.
In Psalm 37[36], David encourages us to “Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you
will dwell in the land, and enjoy security. Take delight in the Lord, and he will
give you the desires of your heart. Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and
he will act…” (Psalm 37[36]:3-5 RSV). God is not good to us because we first
give to God. Rather, God frees us from our anxieties about earthly things, and thus
allows us to give and share what we have with others.
Our problem seems to be with time. We want what we want, and we want it right
now! God says through the Psalmist: Take delight in the Lord, and he will give
you the desires of your heart -- and that only when God Himself is ready to do so.
Hearing God correctly from Psalm 37[36], we must work hard on patient waiting
for God. Thus we can correct Ben Franklin with the words of Isaiah the prophet:
“God … works for those who wait for him” (Isaiah 64:4 RSV).
When we look at prosperity around us, let us remember two things: First, by
comparison with most in this world, we are very prosperous people. Second, God
offers us prosperity as a gracious gift. God owes us nothing. We owe God
everything. (from acrod.org)

Also commemorated today: Holy Prophet and God-seer Moses
The Holy Prophet and God-Seer Moses was of the
tribe of Levi, the son of Abram and Jochabed
(Exodus 6:20). His life is described in the Bible
(Exodus 2 through Deuteronomy 34:12).
Moses was born in Egypt around 1689 B.C. When
Pharaoh ordered all male children of the Hebrew
slaves to be killed (Exodus 1:22), Moses’ mother
placed him in a basket of papyrus coated with
pitch, and set him adrift on the Nile. Pharaoh’s
daughter found him and raised him as her own
son.
At the age of eighty, Moses fled to Midian, where
he spoke to God in the Burning Bush on Mt.
Horeb (Exodus 3:2). God chose Moses to lead His
people from the slavery of Egypt. They crossed the
Red Sea as if it were dry land, and for forty years
they wandered in the desert.
Arriving in the land of Moab, Moses went to the
top of Mt. Nabau, or Nebo (Deuteronomy 32:49),
which is called Phasga (Deut. 34:1). There,
according to the will of God, he died in 1569 B.C.
at the age of 120 without entering the Promised
Land.
The first two Biblical Odes are attributed to
Moses: “Let us sing to the Lord...” (Exodus 15:1-9), which was sung on the shores
of the Red Sea after the Hebrews had crossed it. “Attend, O heaven...” (Deut. 32:143) was sung in the land of Moab, a few days before Moses’ death. He is also
regarded as the author of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old
Testament).
The holy Prophet Moses performed many miracles during his lifetime, and also
after his death. He appeared on Tabor with the Prophet Elias at the Transfiguration
of the Lord (August 6).
On the day that St John of the Ladder (March 30) was installed as abbot of Mt.
Sinai, the Prophet Moses was seen going around and giving orders to the cooks,

stewards, and servants. When the guests had gone and the monks were sitting at
table, they wondered what had become of the stranger who had been giving orders.
St John said, “Our Lord Moses does nothing strange by serving in the place which
belongs to him.”
Hieromartyr Babylas the Bishop of Antioch
The Hieromartyr Babylas and with him the three youths Urban, Prilidian,
Epolonius and their mother Christodoula died as martyrs under the emperor Decius
(249-251). During his stay in their city of Antioch, the emperor arranged for a
large festival in honor of the pagan gods.
At the same time, Babylas, the holy and God-fearing Bishop of Antioch, was
serving the Divine Liturgy in church. He prayed for his flock and taught them to
endure all tribulations for Christ with courage. The idolater Decius, curious to
witness the Divine Mysteries, decided to enter the church.
News of this reached the bishop, so he went out to meet Decius and blocked the
path to the church, for he was unwilling to permit impiety in the temple of God.
When the emperor approached the church doors, St Babylas refused to let him
enter, so the emperor had to abandon his intention. He wanted to take revenge on
the saint right away, but when he saw the large throng of Christians, he feared they
might riot.
The next day the angry emperor ordered that the church be set on fire, and for
Bishop Babylas to be brought before him. When asked why he had insulted the
imperial dignity by not allowing the emperor to enter the church, the holy bishop
answered, “Anyone who would rise up against God and want to desecrate His
sanctuary, is not worthy of respect, but has become the enemy of the Lord.”
Decius declared that the holy bishop must worship the idols in order to make up for
his lack of respect for the emperor, or else face execution. After convincing
himself that the martyr would remain steadfast in his faith, he commanded the
military commander Victorinus to put him in heavy chains and lead him through
the city in disgrace. The holy martyr replied, “Emperor, these chains are as
venerable for me as your imperial crown is for you. For me, suffering for Christ is
as desirable as the imperial power is for you. Death for the Immortal King is as
precious to me as your life is to you.”
At the trial with Bishop Babylas were three young brothers, who did not forsake
him even in this most difficult moment. Seeing them, the emperor asked, “Who are
these children? “
“These are my spiritual children,” the saint replied, “and I have raised them in
piety, I have given them an education, cultivated them with guidance, and here

before you in a small body are these great young men and perfect Christians. Test
them and see.”
The emperor tried in all sorts of ways to entice the youths and their mother
Christodoula to renounce Christ, but in vain. Then, in a rage, he ordered each of
them to be whipped with a number of blows corresponding to their age. The first
received twelve blows, the second, ten, and the third, seven. Dismissing the mother
and children, the torturer again summoned the bishop, telling him that the children
had renounced Christ. He did not believe the lie, however.
Then he commanded all the martyrs be tied to a tree and burned with fire. Seeing
the stoic bravery of the saints, the emperor finally condemned them to be beheaded
with the sword. (from oca.org)

A HOMILY ON THE MEEKNESS OF MOSES
"Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face
of the earth" (Numbers 12:3).
A chosen man, a great wonderworker, a type of the Lord Jesus Christ in his
miracles, a victor in Egypt, a victor in the wilderness, the leader of a people how
could he not be proud? But if he had become proud, Moses would not have been
all that he was.
They become proud who think that they do their own works and not God's in this
world, and who think that they work by their own power and not by God's power.
But the great Moses knew that he was the doer of God's works, and that the
power with which He did them was God's power and not his. That is why he did
not become proud because of the awesome miracles he performed, or the great
victories he obtained, or the wise laws that he gave to the people.
"The Lord is my strength and my song" (Exodus 15:2), said Moses. Of the entire
assembly of the Israelites in the wilderness, no one felt his own particular
weakness as much as he, the greatest one of that assembly. In every task, in every
place and in every moment, he expected help only from God. "What shall I do?"
he cried to God, and he ceaselessly listened for God's reply and sought God's
power.
"Meek above all men on earth." For all the others considered themselves as being
something, trusted themselves as being something, but he nothing. He was
completely absorbed in God, completely humbled before God. If the people
needed to be fed and given drink, he turned to God; if it was necessary to do
battle with his enemies, he raised his hands to heaven; if it was necessary to calm
an uprising among the people, he cried to God. The meek, the allmeek Moses!
And God rewarded his faithful servant with great glory and made him worthy to
appear on Mount Tabor with Elias alongside the Lord Savior.

O Lord, the God of the meek, the Good Shepherd, make us also meek like Moses
and the apostles. To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. – St. Nicholai
Velimirovich

August Treasurer’s Report
Glory to Jesus Christ! For the month of August our income/expenses were:
Operating Income $9,074.00 | Operating Expenses $9,934.97
Income Over/Under $-860.97
This month's major expense came from Father's Discretionary Fund and the
Charity donations that were used to help a family in need with temporary housing
and provided school clothing and supplies for their children. If you have not paid
your Diocesan Assessment please do so as soon as possible. If you can't
remember, please contact Dana Dewey. Thank you for being good Stewards of
God's House. Kari

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox
Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His
Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent
Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Alicia Barosio and family, Millie Borys, Jeffrey
Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius Connour,
Cary Cooper, Curtis Cooper, Tina Crull, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler,
Alex Holthus, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Deanna
Jarrett, Tucker Karl and family, Robert Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and
Luke Mahony, Alex & Valentina Makowelski, Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry
Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family, Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin
Perry & Parents, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von Ronne, Anne Rosario, James,
Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, John Sparks, Dawn & Faith
Ulmschneider, Daria Virvan, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall, Nathaniel, Rdr. Nectarios and Ia,
the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the Carmelite Nuns of Port
Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

