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February 5, 2017 – Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
Afterfeast of the Meeting of Our Lord in the Temple
In the Sayings of the Desert Fathers we read:
One day blessed Theophilus the archbishop came to the mountain of Nitria and the
abba of the mountain came to meet him. The archbishop said to him, ‘Father, in
this way of life which you follow, what do you find to be best?’ The old man said to
him, ‘The act of accusing myself, and of constantly reproaching myself.’ Abba
Theophilus said to him, ‘There is no other way but this.’
St. Macarius the Great was equally direct: Do no evil to anyone, and do not judge
anyone. Observe this and you will be saved. We are reminded of the words of the
Holy Apostle Paul who admonishes those approaching the Holy Mysteries: For if
we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.
Moreover, today, with the opening of the Lenten Triodion, just three weeks before
the beginning of Lent itself, we hear the well-known parable of the Publican and
the Pharisee. The Lord speaks directly to each one of us when he tells of the two
men who went up to the Temple to pray. The Pharisee who has scrupulously
fulfilled all of the ordinances of the Mosaic law, at least outwardly, dares to devote
the time of his prayer to uttering words of condemnation, God, I thank You, that I
am not as other men are, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican.

But in an instant, the very man he condemns, this publican - a member of that class
of tax collectors and other public officials of the Roman Empire, viewed by all as
betrayers of God and the Jewish people - this publican surpasses him. Not even
daring to lift his eyes to heaven the publican strikes his breast and prays: God be
merciful to me a sinner. The first justifies himself but is not justified in the sight of
God, the second condemns himself and goes away truly justified.
The Lord our God is all-knowing, all-wise. He is more aware of our passions and
habitual sins than we are. We do not fool him with boastful words, even if we
sometimes succeed in fooling ourselves. He is also fully aware of our brother’s
faults, and does not need us to relate them to Him or to gossip about them with
others. It will not make Him look upon us more favorably even if our brother is all
that we say He is. But in truth when we condemn our brother, we always do so
with an incomplete knowledge and understanding of his condition. Even if we
work and pray with him every day for forty years, short of a divine revelation, we
cannot see all that goes on in his heart, can at best only partially understand his
struggle. Even if he tells about some fault or fall himself, we do not get a complete
picture. This means that very often when we judge him we are merely speculating,
drawing conclusions which may be utterly false or at best only partially accurate.
In a real sense, we are, to one degree or another, lying. And what audacity it takes
to lie to God in prayer, to think that we can make the God who knows all hearts
and minds look upon us more favorably by condemning and slandering a fellow
servant. Even if we could be, by some chance, completely accurate in our
assessment of another man’s sins, what would it profit us? A complete knowledge
of another man’s passions and vices helps us neither today nor at Dread Judgment.
Speaking of this pernicious activity, St. John of Kronstadt writes:
I have seen and heard men relate maliciously and malevolently the dark spots in
the life and activity of great and even holy men, and condemn on account of such
imaginary or real dark spots, the whole life of such men… [S]uch people do not
justify themselves, but only increase their own condemnation by beholding the
mote in their brother’s eye and judging him, not considering the beam, (truly a
beam) in their own eye… You say: “There are such and such sins in this holy
father, or in that pious man.” What of that? He is a man, and no man is sinless…
Are you yourself sinless? If not, then why do you cast the stone of condemnation at
your brother? If I were to examine your life, in accordance with the Word of God,
I should convict you by your own words of innumerable and grievous sins: of
pride, presumption, unbelief, love of money, adultery, and of the misinterpretation
of the Word of God and of God’s commandments, of coldness to your faith, and of
what not besides… Brother! “Who are you who judges another man’s servant?
To his own master he stands or falls.”

Holy fathers, brothers and sisters, if we take these words seriously, are we not
compelled to admit that each one of us is spiritually sick? Some are less so,
perhaps by virtue of their good upbringing, or after much care and healing
medicine prescribed by the Church. Others of us are grievously, terminally ill,
maybe because we have not yet had the benefit of such medicine or, what is more
likely, because we have for whatever reason refused healing and nourishment. But
our common human malady remains the same. This is why we have the Church,
this spiritual hospital. This is why we have monasteries, intensive care wards, as it
were, and the penitential seasons such as Lent, with the disciplines of prayer,
fasting, alms-giving: balms for our ailing souls. Sick men do not typically concern
themselves overmuch with the condition of the patient in the next bed, they don’t
run to the physician to report on the vital signs of the patient in the next room, or to
suggest this or that plan of treatment. On the contrary, they may love and pray for
a fellow patient they have met, but they are much too busy with their own troubles
for idle curiosity and vain pursuits.
Let us then waste no mental energy, not a breath, on the sins or shortcomings of
our brother. If I have not honorably and faithfully fulfilled my vows to the Lord
God - as a clergyman, a monk, a husband or wife, as an Orthodox Christian - if I
have not distanced myself in every way possible from those sins which I confess to
my spiritual father or confessor, if I have not made a firm resolve and taken
concrete steps never to repeat them, if I have not, in deed and word, “renounce[d]
Satan, and all his Angels, and all his works, and all his service, and all his pride,” if
I have not practiced what I have preached (and I certainly have not), then what is
left for me but to join my voice to that the publican: “God, be merciful to me a
sinner!” Only by the path of humility can we have any hope of going away
justified. “For whosoever exalts himself shall be abased; and he who humbles
himself shall be exalted.” Amen. (from holycross-hermitage.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-15
My son Timothy, you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life,
purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions, afflictions, which
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra - what persecutions I endured.
And out of them all the Lord delivered me. Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution. But evil men and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived. But you must continue in the things
which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have
learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 18:10-14
The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men - extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even as this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that
I possess.’ And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’ I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Sin is a fearful thing, and transgression is the sorest disease of the soul, secretly
cutting its sinews, and becoming also the cause of eternal fire; an evil of a man’s
own choosing, an offspring of the will. For that we sin of our own free will the
Prophet says plainly in a certain place: Yet I planted you a fruitful vine, wholly
true: how are you turned to bitterness, and become a strange vine? The planting
was good, the fruit coming from the will is evil; and therefore the planter is
blameless, but the vine shall be burnt with fire since it was planted for good, and
bore fruit unto evil of its own will. For God, according to the Preacher, made man
upright, and they have themselves sought out many inventions. For we are His
workmanship, says the Apostle, created for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them. So then the Creator, being good, created
for good works; but the creature turned of its own free will to wickedness. Sin
then is, as we have said, a fearful evil, but not incurable; fearful for him who clings
to it, but easy of cure for him who by repentance puts it from him. For suppose
that a man is holding fire in his hand; as long as he holds fast the live coal he is
sure to be burned, but should he put away the coal, he would have cast away the
flame also with it. If however any one thinks that he is not being burned when
sinning, to him the Scripture says, Shall a man wrap up fire in his bosom, and not
burn his clothes? For sin burns the sinews of the soul, and breaks the spiritual
bones of the mind, and darkens the light of the heart.
– St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Catechetical Lectures 2.3

January Treasurer’s Report
Glory to Jesus Christ! For the month of January our income/expenses were:
Operating Income $13,817.00 | Operating Expenses $13,576.37 | Over/Under $ 240.63
We had five collections in January. The major expense for this month were the
assessments and replacement of two sump-pumps ($ 3,997.85). Thank you for being
good Stewards of God's House. Kari David

On Stewardship and the Orthodox Life – 112: Adam and Eve
“But the serpent said to the woman, ‘you will not die’.”
(Genesis 3:4 RSV)
What do Adam and Eve have to do with stewardship? Well,
they have everything to do with not being good stewards!
They were not the stewards God wanted them to be.
Surely they started out doing what God asked them to do and
likely were very happy with taking care of all that God gave
them. And they were blessed by being in continual communion with Him.
Wow! Can you imagine, walking in the presence of God every day and talking to
Him?
Adam and Eve had it all. They were made in God’s image, lived in Eden
(Paradise), which was lush and green and without thorns and thistles to contend
with, so tilling the soil was effortless as well as enjoyable. They labored and
played side-by-side in perfect harmony.
Unfortunately, for some of us the response to the above would be, “Whatever!” Is
that so much different from what Adam and Eve eventually thought? Although
they had everything that they could ever want, they took life for granted, and
sought more. They wanted to be God. But, they wanted “their stuff.” They
desired to be gods more than they desired to be in communion with God. Their
humanity and personal desires preceded God’s ever-present and eternal love.
Hmmm. Does that sound familiar? Are we doing the same thing Adam and Eve
did? If you are honest with yourself and, you should be because your eternal
salvation depends on it, you would say: “Yes.” House, cars, boats, entertainment,
television, computer games, sporting events, and vacations all precede our love of
God. Many come late to church and leave before the final prayers to take your
kids to sporting events or other entertainment; again the priority is not God. We
watch television instead of working in the ministry of the church or even attend
evening services or adult education. We want what we want, not what God wants
for us. Self-love is the root of all evil thoughts. Self-love is what Adam and Eve
exhibited in the Garden of Eden. Just look at the result of their self-love - sin and
death. Oh my, what will be the result of your self-love?
Our loving God gave us time here on earth to work these things out and prepare
ourselves for eternity. Unfortunately, He did not give us unlimited time, we will
all die. The ancient Roman phrase memento mori ("remember that you have to
die”) are words we should heed. At the point of death, God will call upon us to
“show me (Him) your heart and to whom or what it belongs.” (from acrod.org)

ANNUAL PARISH RETREAT, SKI TRIP TO WEST VIRGINIA

THINK SNOW! Mark your calendar for 3-5 March 2017 to join our annual
parish retreat to Davis, West Virginia, for a weekend of fellowship, skiing and fun
at Timberline Resort and Blackwater Falls State Park. All families and guests are
welcome. PLEASE ATTEND A SHORT ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING
AFTER LITURGY TODAY. See Carol or Anna if you are interested, but you
cannot attend this meeting. This very affordable trip has been planned for those
who have never skied before, and for experienced skiers, too. It's also a great
opportunity for any non-skiiers to get away for a relaxing weekend in the scenic
Canaan Valley area of wild and wonderful West Virginia! We’ll stay at Canaan
Valley Baptist Church in Davis, WV. We’ll have use of their fellowship hall,
kitchen, Sunday school rooms, and bathrooms, including showers.
Timberline resort has a great family style atmosphere, and several recent
improvements. It has a 1,000+ foot vertical drop, with trails for accomplished
skiers and beginners alike - from the double diamond "Drop" to the gentle, two
mile long "Salamander," and lots of intermediates in between. We'll ski 9AM to
4:30PM on Saturday and on Sunday morning we'll conduct our own worship

service at our host Church, and have an optional tour of nearby Blackwater Falls
State Park before returning home. All first time skiers must take a lesson before
getting on a lift! We want a perfect safety record, and this is where it starts! You
can get a free lesson from our certified instructor, Al Harvey, and his crew of
helpers. They will also help you throughout the day - ask them to watch you, and
to offer helpful tips that can make your skiing easier, safer, and more enjoyable.
Experienced skiers will only need a quick safety check run on the beginners’ slope
before hitting the slopes with their buddies. Spread the word and THINK SNOW!

Also Commemorated Today: St Theodosius of Chernigov
Saint Theodosius, Archbishop of Chernigov, was
born in the seventeenth century at the beginning of
the decade of the thirties in Podolsk governance.
He was descended from a noble family, the
Polonitsky-Uglitskys. His parents were the priest
Nikita and Maria. The saint was taught Christian
piety in his parents’ home, and this piety remained
with him throughout his life.
From childhood he was distinguished by a fervent
love for God and zeal for the Church. The innate
abilities of the youth came to light in the Kiev
Brotherhood school at Kiev’s Theophany
monastery. The school was flourishing at the end
of the 1640s, when its rectors were Archimandrite
Innocent (Gizel), and Igumen Lazar (Baranovich), who later became Archbishop
of Chernigov. Among its instructors were: Hieromonk Epiphanius (Slavinetsky),
Hieromonk Arsenius (Satanovsky), Bishop Theodosius (Baevsky) of Belorus,
Igumen Theodosius (Saphonovich) and Meletius Dzik. These were the enlightened
men of those days. The comrades of Saint Theodosius at the school would become
future outstanding pastors: Simeon Polotsky, Joannicius Golyatovsky, Anthony
Radivillovsky, Barlaam Yasninsky. The Kiev Brotherhood Theophany school was
the chief center in the struggle of Orthodoxy against the assaults of Catholic
clergy, particularly the Jesuits.
Saint Theodosius grew to spiritual maturity near the relics of Saints Anthony and
Theodosius and other God-pleasers of the Kiev Caves, and he tried to imitate their
holy life as much as he could. He devoted all his free time to prayer, meditation on
God, and the reading of Holy Scripture.
It might be surmised that the saint did not finish the full course of studies, since the
school ceased its activity for several years following the devastation of Podolia by

the Poles. All his life the saint had a deep regard for the Kiev Brotherhood
monastery where he was educated. In the Synodikon of the Kiev-Vydubitsk
monastery is the following comment about Saint Theodosius: “He was a man of
fine intellect, and generous to the Kiev Brotherhood monastery.”
Upon receiving his education, the future hierarch received monastic tonsure at the
Kiev Caves Lavra with the name Theodosius, in honor of Saint Theodosius of the
Caves (May 3).
Metropolitan Dionysius (Balaban) of Kiev made him archdeacon of Kiev’s
cathedral of Holy Wisdom (Hagia Sophia), and then appointed him steward of the
episcopal household. Soon he left Kiev and went to the distant Krupitsky
monastery near Baturino (in the Chernigov diocese), which was famed for its strict
monastic life. There he was ordained to the holy priesthood, but remained there
only a short time. In 1662, Saint Theodosius was appointed Igumen of the Korsun
monastery in Kiev diocese, and in the year 1664 he was made head of the ancient
Kiev-Vydubitsky monastery. This monastery had fallen into the hands of the
Uniates and Poles at the beginning of the seventeenth century and was in complete
ruin. Thanks to the energy and initiative of Saint Theodosius, the Vydubitsky
Mikhailovsk monastery was quickly restored.
He was particularly concerned with the order of church services. He formed an
excellent choir, which was famed not only in Little Russia, but also in Moscow.
Saint Theodosius sent his singers to Moscow in 1685 to instruct their choirs in
Kievan chant.
As a strict ascetic himself, Saint Theodosius was concerned with the spiritual
growth of his monks. He founded a small skete on the island of Mikhailovschina,
not far from the monastery, for brethren wishing to live in solitude. He appointed
the hieromonk Job (Opalinsky), one of the most zealous monks of his monastery,
to organize and administer the skete.
Saint Theodosius had to live through some quite difficult days, enduring many
sorrows. He and other Igumens were accused by Bishop Methodius of Mstislav
and Orshansk of betraying Russia in a supposed correspondence with the enemies
of Russia.
On September 20, 1668 Saint Theodosius explained the matter. On November 17,
1668 the lie was exposed, and Saint Theodosius together with the other Igumens
were vindicated. Archbishop Lazar (Baranovich) esteemed the high spiritual
qualities of Saint Theodosius and befriended him. He called him “a sheep of the
flock of Christ, teaching by humility,” and he prophetically expressed the wish that
the name of Saint Theodosius might be inscribed in Heaven.

When Archbishop Lazar became locum tenens of Kiev’s Metropolitan See in 1689,
he appointed Saint Theodosius as his vicar in Kiev, while he remained at
Chernigov. In his capacity as vicar of the locum tenens of the Kiev Metropolitan
See, Saint Theodosius had an active role in many churchly events. In 1685 he
participated with the right of a decisive vote in the election of Bishop Gideon
(Chetverinsky) as Metropolitan of Kiev, and he was sent to Moscow with news of
this event with Igumen Jerome (Dubin) of Pereyaslavl . In Moscow, both
representatives were received with honor and esteem. Indeed, the result of this
delegation was the reuniting of the Kiev Metropolitan See with the Russian
Orthodox Church.
In 1688 Saint Theodosius was appointed archimandrite of Chernigov’s Eletsy
monastery, replacing the deceased Archimandrite Joannicius (Golyatovsky). In
appointing Saint Theodosius, Archbishop Lazar told him to spare no effort in
placing the Eletsy monastery in good order. This monastery had not yet been set
aright after the expulsion of the Jesuits and Dominicans, and it was in great
disorder.
Through the efforts of Saint Theodosius, in his
two or three years as igumen, the monastery’s
revenues and properties increased, the church of
the Dormition was repaired, and the Elets Icon
(February 5) was enshrined there.
In his new position, the saint also assisted
Archbishop Lazar in many important matters. He
participated in drafting a conciliar reply to
Patriarch Joachim of Moscow in response to his
questions about the attitude of the Kiev
Metropolitan See to the Council of Florence, and
its judgment on the question of the transformation
of the Holy Gifts as accepted by this Florentine
Council. When the Patriarch proved to be
unsatisfied by these answers, the Baturino
Igumen Saint Demetrius (the future Metropolitan of Rostov) was sent to him at the
beginning of 1689. Saint Theodosius journeyed with him as the representative of
Archbishop Lazar. He was entrusted with the delivery of a letter to the Patriarch,
and to clear up the misunderstandings.
Because of his poor health, Archbishop Lazar wished to see Saint Theodosius
consecrated to the episcopate, seeing in the saint a worthy successor to himself. On
September 11, 1692 the election of Saint Theodosius as Archbishop of Chernigov

was confirmed, and he was consecrated in the Dormition cathdral of the Moscow
Kremlin two days later.
Little information regarding Saint Theodosius’s administration of the Chernigov
diocese has been preserved. The saint worked incessantly to raise the level of true
Christian piety in his flock. He also focused on maintaining old monasteries, and
founding new communities.
At the very beginning of his episcopate, the the Pecheniksk women’s monastery
was established with his blessing, and he himself consecrated the monastery
church in honor of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos.
In 1694, a skete was founded near Liubech. The same year, at the Domnitsky
men’s monastery, the saint consecrated a temple in honor of the Nativity of the
Most Holy Theotokos. In the summer of 1695, he consecrated a majestic temple in
honor of the Most Holy Theotokos, on the summit of Boldino Hill, near the ancient
monastery of Saint Elias. Under Saint Theodosius there was a special enthusiasm
for and strengthening of monasticism in the Chernigov diocese.
The saint also devoted much attention to the clergy, and he tried to choose worthy
candidates for the priesthood. He also encouraged the pastoral education of the
Chernigov clergy. He invited learned monks from Kiev, among whom was Saint
John (Maximovitch), the future Metropolitan of Tobolsk (June 10), and also a
helper and successor of Saint Theodosius in organizing the Chernigov clergy
school.
Strict uprightness in regard to clergy and flock, deep compassion, concern and
Christian love of peace were distinguishing features in the activity of Saint
Theodosius. Not only did the Orthodox turn to him for help and advice, but even
persons of other confessions.
Saint Theodosius did not remain with his Chernigov flock very long. Sensing the
approach of death, he summoned the administrator of the Briansk Svensk
monastery, Saint John (Maximovitch), and appointed him Archimandrite of the
Chernigov Elets monastery.
Saint Theodosius died on February 5, 1696, and was buried in Chernigov’s Saints
Boris and Gleb cathedral church, in a special crypt near the right cleros. His
successor Saint John (Maximovitch), who was healed of a grievous illness by Saint
Theodosius, later placed a stone plaque over his grave with a poetic inscription in
gratitude for the saint’s help. The special grace which Saint Theodosius attained is
shown by his ascetic life and his assistance to all who turn to him in prayer.
The glorification of Saint Theodosius occurred on September 9, 1896. (from
oca.org)

Martyr Agatha of Palermo in Sicily
The Holy Virgin Martyr Agatha was the fifteenyear-old daughter of rich and respected Christian
parents from the city of Palermo (formerly
Panormos) in Sicily. During the persecution
under the emperor Decius (249-251), the city
prefect of Catania, Quintianus, having heard
about Agatha’s wealth and beauty, sent his
soldiers after her to bring her to trial as a
Christian.
At Catania they housed the saint with a certain
rich woman, who had five daughters. They all
attempted to tempt Saint Agatha with fine clothes,
amusements and entertainment, urging her to offer sacrifice to the pagan gods, but
the saint disdained all these things. The more they tried to move her, the more
resolute she became. She prayed that she might soon face martyrdom.
During her interrogation under Quintianus, the holy martyr was swayed neither by
the flattery, nor by the threats, and she was subjected to cruel torments. They also
tried to remove her breasts with metal tongs, and when this failed, they used
knives. The holy Apostle Peter appeared to her in prison and healed her wounds.
Saint Agatha was led to torture again, and Quintianus was astonished to see her
completely healed, with no trace of cutting. Then the torture began once more. At
this moment an earthquake took place in the city, and many buildings were
destroyed. Among those killed were two of Quintianus’s advisors. The terrified
inhabitants rushed to Quintianus, demanding an end to Agatha’s tortures. Fearing a
revolt by the people, Quintianus sent Saint Agatha back to prison. There the
martyr, offering thanks to God, peacefully surrendered her soul to the Lord. (from
oca.org)

Camp Nazareth
Glory be to Jesus Christ!
Camp Nazareth is eagerly awaiting and preparing for the arrival of the Summer
Camping Season. Diocesan priests and parents have already been calling to find
out the details of the 2017 Summer Camping Schedule. The 2017 Schedule is
posted on the Camp’s website.
REGISTRATION FOR CAMP WILL ONLY BE ABLE TO BE DONE ONLINE
THROUGH THE CAMP’S WEBSITE – CAMPNAZARETH.ORG.

The Online Registration system will be up and running starting March 1, 2017.
Here is what is different from previous years in this information:
1. The Most Important Change is the Clearances now required of all Clergy, Staff,
and Volunteers. This is all explained through the Camp website.
2. The Dates for the Diocesan Weeks have been updated!!
3. The Fee for Camp is: $315/diocesan camper and $365/non-diocesan camper.
4. Staff applications are due March 15th, 2017.
5. If anyone is interested in being on the Camp’s Medical Staff (MD or RN), please
contact Fr. Stephen at the Camp (724-662- 4840 or campnazareth@acrod.org). The
Nurse or Doctor on staff each week will receive a Stipend ($400) and a campership
for one of their children or for someone whom they designate.
Those who are of age (at least 18 by the beginning of the Summer Season and have
completed High School) are encouraged to be part of the Camp’s Summer Staff.
There are positions available as counselor, head counselor, kitchen staff,
maintenance staff, athletic director, program director (and assistant program
director), technology director (and assistant technology director), Ropes Course
Facilitator and Lifeguard. This is a wonderful opportunity to get involved in this
vital and meaningful diocesan apostolate, form lasting friendships, and use your
God-given talents for the benefit and up-building of our Church. Fr. Stephen never
attended Camp as a Camper or as part of the Staff, but his experience as a clergy
volunteer, and now as Administrator, has made him wish he had.
Staff
Applications can be found on the Camp website campnazareth.org.
Please note the following deanery weeks at Camp:
Week 1, July 16-22, 2017: Johnstown, Pocono, Southern Tier, Youngstown and
Chicago Deaneries
Week 2, July 23-29, 2017:
D.C. Deaneries

Pittsburgh, Mid-Atlantic, Tri-State and Washington

Week 3, July 30 - August 5, 2017: New England, NY, NJ, Florida and Canada
Deaneries
Remember also the following dates:
1. March 15 -- Staff Applications due
2. May 15 -- Clergy and Volunteer Applications due
3. May 15 – Last Day for Early Bird Discount ($20) and Camper Registrations are
due

ASSESSMENTS FOR 2017
We paid our Assessment to the Diocese for 2017. As in previous years, we trust
that you will pay your assessments over the course of the year. The Diocesan
Assessment remains $68.00 for each adult over 18 or $17.00 if paid quarterly.
Please remember that without the Diocese and our Bishop we would not be an
Orthodox Church. Thank you for being good Stewards of God's House. Kari

Annual Parish Meeting
The annual Parish meeting and Potluck will be held following Liturgy on 19
February. Information to review will be distributed in advance so you can discuss
topics with the officers or clergy prior to the meeting. We will review the past
year, our financial status, and look ahead at goals for 2017 and
beyond. Importantly, we will also adopt a 2017 budget and elect officers. Anyone
who is interested in a great volunteer/leadership opportunity, consider serving your
Parish as an officer. See any current officer or Father Joseph if interested.

Parish News
Holy Water was consecrated on Theophany. If you would like to take some home
for personal use, please bring a container to fill. Please contact Fr. Joseph or Pani
Stacey if you would like your house blessed.

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox
Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His
Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent
Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Alicia Barosio and family, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana
and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Curtis Cooper,
Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, Alex Holthus,
John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Deanna Jarrett, Tucker Karl
and family, Robert Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, Alex &
Valentina Makowelski, Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn
Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family, Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece,
Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and
Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita,
Christine, Marshall, Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by
war, Mother Virginia Marie and the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and all those in need of our
prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

