SOBORNOST
St. Thomas the Apostle Orthodox Church
(301) 638-5035 Church
4419 Leonardtown Road
Waldorf, MD 20601
Rev. Father Joseph Edgington, Pastor
(703) 532-8017
fredgington@gmail.com
www.apostlethomas.org
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
OF CONSTANTINOPLE

Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM.

August 26, 2018 – 13th Sunday After Pentecost
Martyrs Adrian, Natalia, and 23 Companions of Nicodemia
The Martyrs Adrian and Natalia were married in their youth for one year prior to
their martyrdom, and lived in Nicomedia during the time of the emperor Maximian
(305-311). The emperor promised a reward to whomever would inform on
Christians to bring them to trial. Then the denunciations began, and twenty-three
Christians were captured in a cave near Nicomedia.
They were tortured, urged to worship idols, and then brought before the Praetor, in
order to record their names and responses. Adrian, the head of the praetorium,
watched as these people suffered with such courage for their faith. Seeing how
firmly and fearlessly they confessed Christ, asked: “What rewards do you expect
from your God for your suffering?” The martyrs replied: “Such rewards as we are
not able to describe, nor can your mind comprehend.”
Saint Adrian told the scribes, “Write my name down also, for I am a Christian and
I die gladly for Christ God.” The scribes reported this to the emperor, who
summoned Saint Adrian and asked: “Really, have you gone mad, that you want to
die? Come, cross out out your name from the lists and offer sacrifice to the gods,
asking their forgiveness.” Saint Adrian answered: “I have not lost my mind, but

rather have I found it.” Maximian then ordered Adrian to be thrown into prison.
His wife, Saint Natalia, knowing that her husband was to suffer for Christ,
rejoiced, since she herself was secretly a Christian.
She hastened to the prison and encouraged her husband saying: “You are blessed,
my lord, because you have believed in Christ. You have obtained a great treasure.
Do not regret anything earthly, neither beauty, nor youth (Adrian was then 28 years
of age), nor riches. Everything worldly is dust and ashes. Only faith and good
deeds are pleasing to God.”
On the pledge of the other martyrs, they released Saint Adrian from prison to tell
his wife about the day of his execution. At first Saint Natalia thought that he had
renounced Christ and thus had been set free, and she did not want to let him into
the house. The saint persuaded his wife that he had not fled from martyrdom, but
rather had come to give her the news of the day of his execution.
They tortured Saint Adrian cruelly. The emperor advised the saint to have pity on
himself and call on the gods, but the martyr answered: “Let your gods say what
blessings they promise me, and then I shall worship them, but if they cannot do
this, then why should I worship them?” Saint Natalia did not cease to encourage
her husband. She asked him also to pray to God for her, that they would not force
her into marriage with a pagan after his death.
The executioner ordered the hands and the legs of the saints to be broken on the
anvil. Saint Natalia, fearing that her husband would hesitate on seeing the
sufferings of the other martyrs, asked the executioner to begin with him, and
permit her to put his hands and legs on the anvil herself.
They wanted to burn the bodies of the saints, but a storm arose and the fire went
out. Many of the executioners even were struck by lightning. Saint Natalia took the
hand of her husband and kept it at home. Soon an army commander asked the
emperor’s approval to wed Saint Natalia, who was both young and rich. But she
hid herself away in Byzantium. Saint Adrian appeared to her in a dream and said
that she would soon be at rest in the Lord. The martyr, worn out by her former
sufferings, in fact soon fell asleep in the Lord. (from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 16:13-24
Brethren, watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. Let all that you do be
done with love. I urge you, brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that
it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves to the ministry
of the saints—that you also submit to such, and to everyone who works and labors
with us. I am glad about the coming of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for
what was lacking on your part they supplied. For they refreshed my spirit and

yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila
and Priscilla greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is in their house.
All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. The salutation with
my own hand—Paul’s. If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be
anathema. O Lord, come! The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. My
love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 21:33-42
The Lord said, “Hear another parable: There was a certain landowner who planted
a vineyard and set a hedge around it, dug a winepress in it and built a tower. And
he leased it to vinedressers and went into a far country. Now when vintage-time
drew near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers, that they might receive its fruit.
And the vinedressers took his servants, beat one, killed one, and stoned another.
Again he sent other servants, more than the first, and they did likewise to them.
Then last of all he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But
when the vinedressers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir.
Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.’ So they took him and cast him out
of the vineyard and killed him. “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes,
what will he do to those vinedressers?” They said to Him, “He will destroy those
wicked men miserably, and lease his vineyard to other vinedressers who will
render to him the fruits in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never read
in the Scriptures: ‘The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief
cornerstone. This was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Our Venerable Father Tithoes was a disciple of Saint Pachomios and great among
the ascetics of Egypt. He later became abbot of a monastery in Tabennisi. Having
lived his entire life in absolute purity, he reposed in peace in either the fourth or
fifth century.
Sayings
1. It was said of Abba Tithoes that when he stood up to pray, if he did not quickly
lower his hand, his spirit was rapt to heaven. So if it happened that some brothers
were praying with him, he hastened to lower his hands so that his spirit should not
be rapt and he should not pray for too long.
2. Abba Tithoes used to say, 'Pilgrimage means that a man should control his own
tongue.'

3. A brother asked Abba Tithoes, 'How should I guard my heart?' The old man
said to him, 'How can we guard our hearts when our mouths and our stomachs are
open?'
4. Abba Matoes used to say of Abba Tithoes, 'No one can ever speak against him,
for like pure gold in the balance, so is Abba Tithoes.'
5. Abba Tithoes was sitting at Clysma one day, thinking and pondering and he said
to his disciple, 'Water the palm-trees, my son.' The latter said to him, 'But we are
at Clysma, abba.' The old man said, 'What am I doing at Clysma? Take me to the
mountain again.'
6. One day when Abba Tithoes was sitting down, a brother happened to be beside
him. Not realizing this, he began to groan, without thinking that the brother was
beside him for he was in ecstasy. Afterwards he made a prostration before him and
said to him, 'Forgive me, brother; I have not yet become a monk, since I groaned in
front of you.'
7. A brother asked Abba Tithoes, 'Which way leads to humility?' The old man
said, 'The way of humility is this: self-control, prayer, and thinking yourself
inferior to all creatures.'
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Anniversaries:
Fr. Joseph & Pani Stacey 30th
nd

Amanda Hampton 2
Cecilia Sacksen 24th

Birthdays:
Fr. Joseph Edgington 10th
Dennis Thomidis 20th
Adina Vallandingham 24th
Elias Matthew Flade 25th
Elizabeth & Rachel Single 28th

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His
Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac
Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr.
John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Santiago
Alzugaray, Alicia Barosio and family, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki,
Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak,
Tucker Karl and family, Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony,
Valentina Makowelski, Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman,
Bobby Nutter & Family, Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris &
Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family,
Sharon Sheptak, Alexander Shostko, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita,
Christine, Marshall, Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother
Virginia Marie and the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Joseph of changes.)

