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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Sunday School 9:30 AM | Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

September 30, 2018 – 18th Sunday After Pentecost
Hieromartyr Gregory the Illuminator, Enlightener of
Armenia

The Hieromartyr Gregory, Enlightener of Greater Armenia, was born in the year
257. He was descended from the line of the Parthian Arsakid emperors. The
father of Saint Gregory, Anak, in striving after the Armenian throne, had murdered
his kinsman, the emperor Kursar, in consequence of which all the line of Anak was
marked for destruction.
A certain kinsman saved Gregory: he carried off the infant from Armenia to
Caesarea in Cappadocia and raised him in the Christian Faith. At maturity,
Gregory married, had two sons, but soon was left a widower. Gregory raised his
sons in piety. One of them, Orthanes, afterwards became a priest, and the other,
Arostanes, accepted monasticism and went off into the wilderness.
In order to atone for the sin of his father, who had murdered the father of Tiridates,
Gregory entered into the service of the latter and was a faithful servant to him.
Tiridates loved Gregory like a friend, but he was intolerant of the Christian
confession of faith. After ascending the Armenian throne, he began to demand that
Saint Gregory renounce the Christian Faith.

The steadfastness of the saint embittered Tiridates, and he gave his faithful servant
over to cruel tortures: they suspended the sufferer head downwards with a stone
about his neck, for several days they choked him with a stinking smoke, they beat
and ridiculed him, and forced him to walk in iron sandals inset with nails. At the
time of these sufferings Saint Gregory sang Psalms. In prison the Lord healed all
his wounds. When Gregory again stood before the emperor cheerful and
unharmed, he was astonished and gave orders to repeat the torments. Saint Gregory
endured them, not wavering, with all his former determination and bearing. They
then poured hot tin over him and threw him into a pit filled with vipers. The Lord,
however, saved His chosen one: the snakes did him no harm.
Some pious women fed him with bread, secretly lowering it into the pit. A holy
angel, appeared to the martyr, strengthening and encouraging him. Saint Gregory
remained in the pit for fourteen years. During this time the emperor Tiridates
executed the holy virgin Saint Rhipsime, the aged abbess Gaiana and another 35
virgins from one of the monasteries of Asia Minor. As punishment for this
horrible deed, the king’s face became disfigured.
Saint Gregory was released from the pit, and buried the relics of the holy virgins
with honor. Then he began to preach to the people, urging them to turn away from
the darkness of idolatry and toward Christ. The people came to believe in Christ,
and wished to build a large church. When it was completed, Saint Gregory had the
relics of the holy nuns brought into it. Then he brought King Tiridates there before
the bodies of the saints whom he had slain. He repented, and immediately his face
was made whole once more.
Soon all of Armenia was converted to Christ. The temples of the idols were
destroyed, and churches for the worship of the true God were built. Saint Gregory
ordained priests, established schools, founded monasteries, and provided for the
good order of the Church. Saint Gregory went into the wilderness, where he
departed to the Lord. His son Aristanes was made a bishop in Cappadocia, and
was one of the 318 holy Fathers at the Council of Nicea. (from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 9:6-11
Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let each one give as he purposes in his
heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is
able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency
in all things, may have an abundance for every good work. As it is written: “He
has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures
forever.” Now may He who supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply

and multiply the seed you have sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness,
while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving
through us to God.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 6:31-36
The Lord said, “Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise.
But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend
to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful,
just as your Father also is merciful.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Whatever physical darkness is for the eyes, so is sin for the human soul. The
spiritual darkness so darkens and blinds the eyes of the soul, that the sinner walks
like the blind: he doesn't know where the path leads him; he doesn't see before him
the torment of an eternal death in which he might fall; he doesn't distinguish vice
from virtue, evil from good, truth from lies, true good fortune from evil fortune,
and, thus, seeing he does not see and acts by touching like the blind.
Does he live in good fortune? He becomes violent, as an untrained and
unrestrained horse, and does not see that with this good fortune God draws him to
Himself as a father of a little child draws an apple. Will misfortune visit him? He
grumbles, is indignant and blames, that as if he told a lie; he makes complaints and
says a malicious word: "Am I a liar? In what have I sinned? Am I really more
sinful than others? Am I worthy of this? Does my work deserve this?" He
justifies himself, being full of every kind of untruth; he cleanses himself, being all
besmirched; he considers himself unworthy of temporal punishment, but worthy of
the eternal; he praises his merits, which stand for nothing.
All of creation, the heaven, the sun, the moon, the stars, the earth and its
fulfillment, as if by mouth "tells of the glory of God" (Psalm 16:2); but the blind
sinner does not feel the majesty of His glory and does not tremble. God, both
through creation and by His word, reveals Himself for everyone; but the sinner,
like a deaf person, does not hear His word and does not recognize the Lord. He
hears the name of God, but he does not recognize God: he hears the voice of the
Lord only with carnal instead of spiritual ears, and therefore, "hearing he does not
hear and seeing he does not see".

When God is preached by His holy word, then His sacred will is also preached; but
the sinner doesn't know it and does not make it his own. His omnipotence and
majesty is preached, before which the sinner is not humble. His righteousness is
preached before which the sinner is not afraid and does not honor. His truth is
preached before which the sinner does not believe. His omnipresence is preached,
before which the sinner does not show reverence. He does not show it because
does not recognize Him. His most wise reason is preached, in which the sinner
does not discern. His highest holiness is preached which the sinner does not honor.
His supreme authority is preached which the sinner does not obey. His awesome
glory is preached which the sinner does not honor. His timeless goodness is
preached, in which the sinner makes no effort to participate. His fearful judgment
is preached before which the sinner does not tremble, and so forth. Thus, the
sinner is like "the man out of his mind who cannot know, and the stupid who
cannot understand" (LXX Psalm 91:7) God and the acts of God.
And not only in relation to God, but also in relation to his neighbor, i.e. to any
human, the blind man is a carnal and unenlightened man. We see that a person
does evil to his neighbor, which he himself does not want; and does not do good to
him, which he himself wants. We see that he is indignant and angry at the one who
offends him; he abuses, abases, blames, discredits, lies about him, steals, kidnaps,
takes away that which is his, and does other offenses; but he himself does such
evil, or repays evil with evil, and is not ashamed and does not sense this. On the
other hand, he wants his neighbor to be merciful to him and not leave him in need,
for example: to quench his thirst and to give him drink when he thirsts, clothe the
naked, welcome the stranger into his home and to comfort the sick and visit those
in prison and do other works of mercy for him. All of this he wants, this truth is
indisputable, but he himself does not want to do the same for a neighbor. We see
that this evil is self-love, an untruth and blindness in Christians, who either silently
pass by his neighbors living in misery as if not seeing them, or is ashamed to ask:
"what can I do for him?" Many have plentiful food and a magnificent table for
themselves, but do not care about a hungry neighbor; others wear all kinds of
expensive clothes, and do not care about their naked neighbor; others build rich,
large and tall houses and decorate the rest of the building, but for their neighbor
who does not have a place to lay his head and to rest they do not care; they have
silver, gold and other riches, comfortable for soul and life, that is kept whole and is
saved, but there is no care for their neighbor who is burdened with debt and it is
torment or prison for him for his shortfalls or sitting debts and suffering. We see
this self-love and untruth in Christians: for not only they do evil, but also they
don't do good for their neighbors, there is the untruth.

But, what it is even worse, we see that many Christians are not ashamed and are
not afraid to steal, to kidnap and to be cunning, to flatter, to lie, to deceive, to
slander, to scandalize, to denounce, to abuse, to commit adultery and make other
offenses against their neighbor that they themselves would not want. All this
comes from blindness.
– St. Tikhon of Zadonsk

Also Commemorated Today: Martyrs Tancred,
Torthred, and Tova
Some of England’s most obscure saints are those Anglo-Saxons who retreated
from the world and lived as hermits deep in the Cambridgeshire fens. Three such
hermits were Tancred, Torthred and Tova who are thought to have dwelt on the
low-lying island of Thorney in the ninth century. The first two were men and the
third was a woman; all three were killed by a marauding party of Danes in the year
870.
These three hermits were later regarded as martyrs and the saintly ‘founders’ of the
Benedictine Abbey of Thorney, although nothing is known of their lives. The
three hermits were certainly venerated at Thorney by 1000 and they were among
the saints translated into the new church by St Ethelwold of Winchester, who
established a Benedictine community at Thorney in 972. Although their feast was
only ever kept locally in fenland monasteries, these three saints were celebrated at
Thorney until the dissolution of the abbey in 1539. The feast of SS Tancred,
Torthred and Tova was traditionally kept on 30 September. (from
downsideabbeylibrary.tumblr.com)

College Student Sunday

On Sunday, October 7th, we will take a collection, along with parishes across the
USA, to support the good works of Orthodox Christian Fellowship, an Orthodox
campus ministry endorsed by the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the
United States of America. As Bishop Gregory, Episcopal Liaison to the Assembly
for OCF, has pointed out on numerous occasions, statistics show us that more than
6 out of 10 of all young adults, including Orthodox, leave the Church after
graduating from high school and college. To help counteract this trend, OCF is on
the frontlines of over 350 college campuses engaging our students in the Orthodox
faith through fellowship, education, worship, and service. Through this four-tiered
approach, college students who participate in OCF make their way from schools to
parishes spiritually stronger and ready to serve. Please give what you can to help
keep our children faithful – something which has been near and dear to His
Grace’s heart from the beginning of his episcopacy.

9:30 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
11:45 am
12:30 pm
1:30 pm
2:30 pm
3:00 pm
3:00-5:00pm
5:00 pm

Schedule
Arrival and Registration (Snacks Provided)
Main Lodge
Prayer
Sts. Cyril & Methodios Church
What’s Most Important?: Parenting as a
Vocation
The ARK
Moderated Small Group Discussions: Prayerful
Parenting
The ARK, Rec Room, Main Lodge
Lunch
Main Lodge
What’s the Goal?: What’s a Believing Child
Look Like?
The ARK
Question and Answer Session
The ARK
Departure
Free-time (optional)
Vespers (All are welcome!)
Sts. Cyril & Methodios Church

The Junior American Carpatho-Russian Youth
invites you to

Encounter 2018
November 9 – 11 at Camp Nazareth
The Junior ACRY invites youth aged 8-18 to attend Encounter 2018 at Camp Nazareth! Join us for a weekend of
prayer, fun and fellowship. Activities will include Divine Liturgy, a religious talk with clergy, sports and a special event.
His Grace, Bishop Gregory will be with us as well!

EVENT INFORMATION
Friday, Nov 9th to Sunday Nov 11th
Camp Nazareth
339 Pew Rd.
Mercer, Pa 16137
REGISTRATION:
Friday, Nov 9th - 7:00 to 9:00pm

CONCLUSION:
Sunday, Nov 11th
9:00am Divine Liturgy – Parents welcome!
Noon Encounter Dismissal

TO REGISTER:
1) Please email sarahlavra@gmail.com by Thursday, November 1st.
Include name of Encounter participant, age and any food allergies.
Registration Forms are available at: http://www.acrod.org/organizations/senioracry/jracry/forms
2) Please mail completed registration forms and a check made out to “National Jr. ACRY” for $90 by Thursday, November 1st to:
Sarah Lavra
122 R. Pope Road
Stroudsburg, PA 18360

Sign up today!
If you have questions, please feel free to contact Sarah Lavra at sarahlavra@gmail.com or Fr. Miles at frmiles@gmail.com

Anniversaries:
Benjamin & Cecilia Sacksen 6th
Lynn & Andrea Hampton 17th
Ron & Heather Wright 23rd

Birthdays:
st

Jason Sticht 1
Olivia Brady 8th
Slava Chumak 13th
Anna Oswald 25th

Bernadette Karbowsky 2nd
Richard Wright 8th
Mary Vallandingham 17th
Nikki Samson 26th

Ceilidh Richardson 5th
Taylor Wright 12th
Jocelyn Connour 20th
Andrea Hampton 29th

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His
Grace Bishop GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of Aleppo, Syriac
Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and Mt. Kenya, Fr.
John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Fr. Vincent Saverino, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Santiago
Alzugaray, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius
Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev,
Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl and family,
Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,
Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family,
Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von
Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Alexander
Shostko, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall,
Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the
Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the newly reposed handmaiden of God Alicia Barosio, and all those in
need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

