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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM,
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM | Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM.

August 11, 2019 – 8th Sunday After Pentecost | Afterfeast
of the Transfiguration | Martyr and Archdeacon Euplus
hymns of the fifth day of the Afterfeast of the Transfiguration invite us to acquire
the virtues and become radiant so that we may stand upon the holy mountain and
behold the Lord’s Transfiguration as He shines with glory, “filling the world with
light.” We are also assured that those who excel in virtue “shall be made worthy of
divine glory.”
The Martyr Archdeacon Euplus suffered in the year 304 under the emperors
Diocletian (284-305) and Maximian (305-311). He served in the Sicilian city of
Catania. Always carrying the Gospel with him, Saint Euplus preached constantly
to the pagans about Christ.
Once, while he read and explained the Gospel to the gathered crowd, they arrested
him and took him to the governor of the city, Calvisianus. Saint Euplus confessed
himself a Christian and denounced the impiety of idol-worship. For this they
sentenced him to torture.
They threw the injured saint into prison, where he remained in prayer for seven
days. The Lord made a spring of water flow into the prison for the martyr to
quench his thirst. Brought to trial a second time, strengthened and rejoicing, he

again confessed his faith in Christ and denounced the torturer for spilling the blood
of innocent Christians.
The judge commanded that the saint’s ears be torn off, and that he be beheaded.
When they led the saint to execution, they hung the Gospel around his neck.
Having asked time for prayer, the archdeacon began to read and explain the Gospel
to the people, and many of the pagans believed in Christ. The soldiers beheaded
the saint with a sword. His holy relics are in the village of Vico della Batonia, near
Naples. (from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1:10-18
Brethren, I plead with you by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak
the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that
there are contentions among you. Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of
Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ
divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
I thank God that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone
should say that I had baptized in my own name. Yes, I also baptized the household
of Stephanas. Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any other. For Christ did
not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For the message of the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 14:14-22
At that time, when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He was moved
with compassion for them, and healed their sick. When it was evening, His
disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already
late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy
themselves food.” But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give
them something to eat.” And they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves
and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He commanded the
multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the
disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they all ate and were filled,
and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained. Now those
who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children.
Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the
other side, while He sent the multitudes away.

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Within the bounds of the earth there is insatiable hunger and unquenchable thirst
for the knowledge of God, for our struggle is to reach the Unapproachable, to
behold the Invisible, to come to know Him Who is found beyond any knowledge.
This momentum increases ceaselessly in every man, when the Light of the
Godhead is pleased to shine upon him, albeit somewhat dimly in His approach, for
therefore to our noetic eyes is revealed in what abyss we remain. This vision
astonishes the whole person, and then the soul does not know rest and cannot find
it, until it is freed fully from the darkness in which it is held, until it is filled with
the Insatiable Food, until that Light increases in the soul and is united together with
it, until Light and soul become one, proclaiming beforehand of our vision of
Divine glory.
The Transfiguration of the Lord serves as the firm foundation of our hope for the
transformation of our whole life--which now is full of struggle, afflictions, fear-into a life that is incorrupt and God-like. In these, this ascent to the high Mountain
of the Transfiguration is linked with great struggle."
– Elder Sophrony Sakarov

Also Commemorated Today: The Great Miracle of St. Spyridon (1716)
Historical sources that testify to the authenticity of the following event on the
expulsion of the papal powers from the island, include the historical notes given by
a great saint of our Church, St. Athanasios of Paros. We should all reflect upon the
message of the following event.
In 1716 the Turks had the island of Corfu under a tight siege. They had 50,000
troops and a good number of ships surrounding the island, cutting its lifeline from
land and sea. The Turkish armies had been concentrated at the far walls of the
city. Andrea Pisani, a general of the forces of the Venetian Republic, was
anxiously anticipating the oncoming enemy attack (since Corfu and the nearby
islands were occupied by the Venetians at the time since 1386).
At daybreak on August 11, 1716, St. Spyridon, the patron saint of the island,
appeared in front of the enemy lines holding a glistening sword in his right hand.
His austere and grandiose appearance horrified the aggressors who began to
recede. The Hagarenes, panic-stricken by the most awesome presence and fearless
attack of the Saint, abandoned weapons, machinery and animals, running for their
lives. This great miracle became known throughout the island. The Turks had left
behind 120 cannons, a large number of weapons, ammunition, animals and food.

After this powerful, surprising and most obvious miracle, the Venetian ruler
Andrea Pisani, who belonged to the Latin Church, wanted to erect a Latin altar
inside the Orthodox Church of Saint Spyridon (forever pushing for this was also
the Latin Cardinal of the island). However, St. Spyridon appeared to Pisani in a
dream saying: “Why are you bothering me? The altar of your faith is unacceptable
in my Temple!” Naturally, Pisani reported this to the Latin Cardinal who
answered that it was nothing but an evil fantasy of the devil who wanted to nullify
the noble deed. After this, Pisani was much encouraged, so he ordered the
necessary materials to commence construction of the altar. The materials were
piled up outside of the Temple of Saint Spyridon. When the Orthodox priests of
the Temple and the Greek leaders of the island realized what was going on, they
were greatly grieved. They asked to meet with Pisani to ask him to put a stop to
this. Pisani’s response was quite disheartening. He said quite bluntly, “As a ruler I
will do whatever I please!” At that moment, the Orthodox community of the island
turned their eyes to their Saint, beseeching him to put a stop to this abomination.
That same night, St. Spyridon appeared to Pisani as a monk and told him, “I told
you not to bother me. If you dare to go through with your decision, you will surely
regret it, but by then it will be too late.” The next morning, Pisani reported all this
to the Latin Cardinal who now accused him of being not only faithless but also of
being “yellow”. Again, after this, the ruler mustered up enough courage to order
the construction of the altar. The Latins of the island were celebrating their
triumph while the Orthodox were deeply grieved. Their grief could not be
comforted and with tears they begged for the Saint’s intervention to save them
from the Latin abomination.
The Saint heard their prayers and intervened dynamically. That evening, a terrible
storm broke out, unleashing a barrage of thunderbolts on the Old Fort, Pisani’s
base and his ammunition barracks. The entire fort ended up in a holocaust. 900
Latin soldiers and civilians were instantly killed from the explosion, but not a
single Orthodox was harmed (as they were not allowed inside the fort after dark).
Pisani was found dead with his neck wedged between two wooden beams. The
body of the Latin Cardinal was found thrown a great distance from the fort. But
the most incredible fact was that the same night and at the same hour, another
thunderbolt struck in Venice, targeting the compound of Pisani, burning his portrait
that hung on the wall. Strangely enough, nothing else was damaged. Also, the
guard of the ammunition barracks saw the Saint draw near him with a lit torch. He
was carried by the Saint near the Church of the Crucified without a single scratch.
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)
Social Team for August 18
Team 2 is up next week – Cooper, Dewey, Hanbury, Kish. Thank you!

July Treasurer’s Report
Glory to Jesus Christ! For the month of July, we had some very large expenditures
due to the final invoices for the automatic backup generator being paid. Expenses
in July were $20,200 while operating income was $10,100. We also provided
$500 in charitable giving to the community. Thank you for your continued support
of the Church!
In Christ,
Josh Moore, Treasurer.

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His
Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of
Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and
Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Dn. Steve Hall, Santiago
Alzugaray, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius
Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev,
Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl and family,
Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,
Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family,
Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von
Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Alexander
Shostko, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall,
Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the
Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of
changes.)

