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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM 

Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM  
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM, 

Great Vespers 5:30 PM 
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM 
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM  

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM. 
August 18, 2019 – 9th Sunday After Pentecost | Martyrs 
Florus and Laurus of Illyria | Afterfeast of the Dormition 

On the third day of the Afterfeast of the Dormition, the hymns at Vespers call upon 
us to “sing the praises of the pure and most holy Virgin.” She did not ascend to 
heaven in a chariot of fire, as did the Prophet Elias, but “He Who is truly the Sun 
of Righteousness” received her pure soul. (from oca.org) 

[The martyrs] suffered for their Christian faith in Illyria during the Second 
Century. They were brothers in the flesh, craft masons, and gave all their money, 
which they earned from their work, to the poor. Soon they were forced to go to a 
neighboring country for the construction of a majestic building, intended to be a 
pagan temple. Here again distributing the money they earned, the brothers 
preached the Gospel to the pagans and, dispersing the darkness of the "charm of 
many gods", converted many to Christ. Their sermons proved to be true miracles. 
When the son of the chief priest of the idols injured his eye with a stone splinter, 
the brothers spent all night in prayer and in the morning, having made the sign of 
the cross upon the child, healed him. Then the father of the child with all his family 
believed in Christ. In such a way, the number of Christians increased and when the 
building was completed, he devoted himself to the true God, and destroyed "the 



 

 

wooden and stone gods of the godless". The governor of the country, having found 
out about it, ordered the execution of the participants of the destruction of the 
idols, but Florus and Laurus after severe torture were sent to the Governor of 
Illyria Lycionus. The latter, after vain attempts to convince the brothers to 
renounce Christ, ordered that they be thrown into a waterless well and to cover 
them with earth. After many years, during the reign of the Emperor Constantine the 
Great, the relics of the Holy Martyrs have been found incorrupt and were 
transferred to Constantinople.  (from Handbook for Church Servers, 2nd ed., by S. 
V. Bulgakov (Trans. Archpriest Eugene D. Tarris)) 

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17 
Brethren, we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s 
building.  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master 
builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  But let each one take 
heed how he builds on it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold, 
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for 
the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test 
each one’s work, of what sort it is.  If anyone’s work which he has built on it 
endures, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  Do you not know that you are 
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If anyone defiles the 
temple of God, God will destroy him.  For the temple of God is holy, which temple 
you are. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 14: 22-34 
At that time, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the 
other side, while He sent the multitudes away.  And when He had sent the 
multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray.  Now when 
evening came, He was alone there.  But the boat was now in the middle of the sea, 
tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.  Now in the fourth watch of the 
night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.  And when the disciples saw Him 
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!”  And they cried out 
for fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer!  It is I; 
do not be afraid.”  And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command 
me to come to You on the water.”  So He said, “Come.”  And when Peter had 
come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.  But when he 
saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, 
saying, “Lord, save me!”  And immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and 
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  And when 



 

 

they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  Then those who were in the boat came and 
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”  When they had crossed 
over, they came to the land of Gennesaret. 

A Word From the Holy Fathers 
We say that our dead have “fallen asleep” or “passed away.” What does this mean? 
This means that for the true Christian there is no death. Death was conquered by 
Christ on the cross. But there is a translation, i.e, a rearrangement of his condition, 
i.e. his soul is in another place, in another age, in another world beyond the grave, 
eternal, without end, that is what is meant by “falling asleep”. It is as if it were a 
temporary dream after which, by the voice of the Lord and the fearful yet 
wonderful trumpet of the Archangel, all the dead shall live and come forth each to 
his place: either to the resurrection of life or to the resurrection of condemnation 
(John 5:29). This is what the Christian means by translation. We should be ready 
for this translation, for the day of the general resurrection and judgment, for this 
indescribable world event, recorded in the Holy Scriptures. 

This preparation for the meeting of the heavenly King before the dread judgment 
seat, after death, is essentially the person’s preparation throughout the whole of his 
life. This preparation means a change in all his thoughts, and the moral change of 
all his being, so that the whole man would be pure and white as snow, washing 
clean everything that defiles the body and spirit, so that he is adorned with every 
virtue: repentance, meekness, humility, gentleness, simplicity, chastity, 
mercifulness, abstention, spiritual contemplation, and burning love for God and 
neighbor. 

Our preparation for meeting the heavenly King, and for the inheritance of eternal 
life in heaven, should consist of these things. The heavenly King desires souls 
adorned with immutable virtue, souls prepared so that the Very Lord Himself could 
abide in them. Do not marvel that the Very Lord wants to live in us. In fact the 
human soul is more spacious than the heavens and the earth, for it exists in the 
image of God. And if one removes sins from the soul, the Lord of all will settle in 
it and will fill it with Himself.  “We will come to him and make our dwelling with 
him” (John 14:23), says the Lord about the souls who love Him. 

And so, you participants in the Christian feasts, and especially the present feast of 
the Dormition of the Mother of God, who are brightly adorned with every virtue 
and translated to the heavenly kingdom, to Her Son and God, proclaim to each and 
every one about preparing their souls to be the dwelling place of the Lord, about 
continual repentance, and about the incorruptible adornment of Christian virtue. 



 

 

Let your death also be unashamed and peaceful, serving as the pledge of a good 
answer at the dread judgment seat of Christ. Amen. 

– St. John of Kronstadt 

Dormition of the Theotokos 
We commemorated the falling asleep of Mary, the Theotokos, on Thursday with a 
Divine Liturgy (below).  Afterwards, Fr. Joseph blessed the flowers which had 
been brought. 

  
Social Team for August 25 

Team 3 is up next week – Edgington, Chopic, Barzykin, Moore.  Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line 
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org 
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org 
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese 



 

 

 
 

In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His 
Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of 
Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and 
Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Dn. Steve Hall, Santiago 
Alzugaray, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius 
Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, 
Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl and family, 
Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, 
Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family, 
Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von 
Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Alexander 
Shostko, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall, 
Nathaniel, Subdcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the 
Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of 
changes.) 


