SOBORNOST
St. Thomas the Apostle Orthodox Church
(301) 638-5035 Church
4419 Leonardtown Road
Waldorf, MD 20601
Rev. Father Joseph Edgington, Pastor
(703) 532-8017
fredgington@gmail.com
www.apostlethomas.org
American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese
ECUMENICAL PATRIARCHATE
OF CONSTANTINOPLE

Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 5:00 PM,
Great Vespers 5:30 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
Children’s Sunday School 9:30 AM
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM.

February 2, 2020 – Sunday of Zacchaeus
Reception of the Lord in the Temple
Today the Church commemorates an important event in the earthly life of our Lord
Jesus Christ (Luke 2:22-40). Forty days after His birth the God-Infant was taken to
the Jerusalem Temple, the center of the nation’s religious life. According to the
Law of Moses (Lev. 12:2-8), a woman who gave birth to a male child was
forbidden to enter the Temple of God for forty days. At the end of this time the
mother came to the Temple with the child, to offer a young lamb or pigeon to the
Lord as a purification sacrifice. The Most Holy Virgin, the Mother of God, had no
need of purification, since she had given birth to the Source of purity and sanctity
without defilement. However, she humbly fulfilled the requirements of the Law.
At this time the righteous Elder Simeon (February 3) was living in Jerusalem. It
had been revealed to him that he would not die until he should behold the promised
Messiah. By inspiration from above, Saint Simeon went to the Temple at the very
moment when the Most Holy Theotokos and Saint Joseph had brought the Infant
Jesus to fulfill the Law.

The God-Receiver Simeon took the divine Child in his arms, and giving thanks to
God, he spoke the words repeated by the Church each evening at Vespers: “Lord,
now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, according to Thy word, for mine
eyes have seen Thy salvation, which Thou hast prepared before the face of all
people, a light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel” (Luke
2:29-32). Saint Simeon said to the Most Holy Virgin: “Behold, this child is set for
the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and for a sign which shall be spoken
against. Yea, a sword shall pierce through your own soul also, that the thoughts of
many hearts may be revealed” (Luke 2:34-35).
At the Temple was the 84-year-old widow Anna the Prophetess, daughter of
Phanuel (February 3), “who did not leave the temple, but served God with fasting
and prayers night and day. She arrived just when Saint Simeon met the divine
Child. She also gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Him to all those who were
looking for redemption in Jerusalem” (Luke 2:37-38). In the icon of the Feast she
holds a scroll which reads: “This Child has established Heaven and earth.”
Before Christ was born, righteous men and women lived by faith in the promised
Messiah, and awaited His coming. The Righteous Simeon and the Prophetess
Anna, the last righteous people of the Old Testament, were deemed worthy to meet
the Savior in the Temple.
The Feast of the Meeting of the Lord is among the most ancient feasts of the
Christian Church. We have sermons on the Feast by the holy bishops Methodius of
Patara (+ 312), Cyril of Jerusalem (+ 360), Gregory the Theologian (+ 389),
Amphilocius of Iconium (+ 394), Gregory of Nyssa (+ 400), and John Chrysostom
(+ 407). Despite its early origin, this Feast was not celebrated so splendidly until
the sixth century.
In 528, during the reign of Justinian, an earthquake killed many people in Antioch.
Other misfortunes followed this one. In 541 a terrible plague broke out in
Constantinople, carrying off several thousand people each day. During this time of
widespread suffering, a solemn prayer service (Litia) for deliverence from evils
was celebrated on the Feast of the Meeting of the Lord, and the plague ceased. In
thanksgiving to God, the Church established a more solemn celebration of this
Feast.
Church hymnographers have adorned this Feast with their hymns: Saint Andrew of
Crete in the seventh century; Saint Cosmas Bishop of Maium, Saint John of
Damascus, and Saint Germanus Patriarch of Constantinople in the eighth century;
and Saint Joseph, Archbishop of Thessalonica in the ninth century.
On this day we also commemorate the icon of the Most Holy Theotokos known as
“the Softening of Evil Hearts” or “Simeon’s Prophecy.” The Mother of God is

depicted without Her Child, with seven swords piercing her breast: three from the
left side, three from the right, and one from below. A similar icon, “Of the Seven
Swords” (August 13) shows three swords on the left side and four from the right.
The icon “Simeon’s Prophecy” symbolizes the fulfillment of the prophecy of the
righteous Elder Simeon: “a sword shall pierce through your own soul” (Luke 2:35).
(from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 7:7-17
Brethren, beyond all contradiction the lesser is blessed by the better. Here mortal
men receive tithes, but there he receives them, of whom it is witnessed that he
lives. Even Levi, who receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, so to speak,
for he was still in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met him. Therefore, if
perfection were through the Levitical priest-hood (for under it the people received
the law), what further need was there that another priest should rise according to
the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the order of Aaron? For
the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of the law. For
He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no man
has served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which
tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood. And it is yet far more evident if,
in the likeness of Melchi-zedek, there arises another priest who has come, not
according to the law of a fleshly commandment, but according to the power of an
endless life. For He testifies: “You are a priest forever according to the order of
Melchizedek.”

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 2:22-40
At that time, the parents brought the infant Jesus to Jerusalem to present Him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every male who opens the womb
shall be called holy to the Lord”), and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said
in the law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”
And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man
was just and devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not
see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. So he came by the Spirit into the
temple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus, to do for Him according
to the custom of the law, he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said:
“Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word;
for my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of
all peoples, a light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your people
Israel.” And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken

of Him. Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign which will
be spoken against (yes, a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that the
thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, and had lived with a husband seven years from her
virginity; and this woman was a widow of about eighty-four years, who did not
depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.
And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all
those who looked for redemption in Jerusalem.
So when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. And the Child grew and became
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Luke 19:1-10 “Behold a man named Zacchaeus….” Zacchaeus was chief of the
publicans, a man entirely abandoned to covetousness, and whose sole object was
the increase of his gains: for such was the practice of the publicans, though Paul
calls it "idolatry," possibly as being fit only for those who have no knowledge of
God. And as they shamelessly made open profession of this vice, the Lord very
justly joined them with the harlots, thus saying to the chiefs of the Jews, "The
harlots and the publicans go before you into the kingdom of God." But Zacchaeus
continued not among their number, but was counted worthy of mercy at Christ's
hands: for He it is Who calls near those who are afar off, and gives light to those
who are in darkness.
But come then, and let us see what was the manner of Zacchaeus' conversion. He
desired to see Jesus, and climbed therefore into a sycamore tree, and so a seed of
salvation sprang up within him. And Christ saw this with the eyes of Deity: and
therefore looking up, He saw him also with the eyes of the manhood, and as it was
His purpose for all men to be saved, He extends His gentleness to him, and
encouraging him, says, "Come down quickly." For he had sought to see Him, but
the multitude prevented him, not so much that of the people, as of his sins; and he
was little of stature, not merely in a bodily point of view, but also spiritually: and
in no other way could he see Him, unless he were raised up from the earth, and
climbed into the sycamore, by which Christ was about to pass. Now the story
contains in it an enigma: for in no other way can a man see Christ and believe in
Him, except by mounting up into the sycamore, by rendering foolish his members
which are upon the earth, fornication, uncleanness, etc. And Christ, it says, was

about to pass by the sycamore:
for having taken for His path
the conversation which is by the
law, that is, the fig tree, He
chose the foolish things of the
world, that is, the cross and
death. And every one who
takes up his cross, and follows
Christ's conversation, is saved,
performing the law with
understanding,
which
so
becomes a fig tree not bearing
figs but follies; for the secret
conduct of the faithful seems to
the Jews to be folly, consisting as it does in circumcision from vice, and idleness
from bad practice, though they be not circumcised in the flesh, nor keep the
sabbath. He knew therefore that he was prepared for obedience; and fervent for
faith, and ready to change from vice to virtue; wherefore also He calls him, and he
will leave (the fig tree) to gain Him. And with haste he came down, and received
Him joyfully, not only because he saw Him as he wished, but because he had also
been called by Him, and because he received Him (to lodge with him), which he
never could have expected.
“Zacchaeus, come down quickly: for today I must abide at your house.” This was
an act of divine foreknowledge; for He well knew what would happen. He saw the
man's soul prepared most readily to choose a holy life, and converted him therefore
to piety. The man therefore received Jesus joyfully: and this was the
commencement of his turning himself to good, of his departure from his former
faults, and of his manfully betaking himself to a better course. But perchance
some one possibly may say to our common Savior Christ, 'What do You, O Lord?
Go You to lodge with Zacchaeus? and deign You to abide with the chief of the
publicans? He has not yet washed away the stain of his greedy love of lucre: he is
still sick with covetousness, the mother of all crimes: still full of the blame of
rapine and extortion.' But yes, He says, I indeed know this, in that I am God by
nature, and see the ways of every individual upon earth. And more than this, I
know also things to come. I have called him to repentance, because he is ready
thereto: and though men murmur, and blame My gentleness, facts themselves shall
prove that they are wrong. "For Zacchaeus, it says, stood up, and said to the Lord,
Behold, the half of whatever I possess I give to the poor, and if I have defrauded
any man, I make fourfold restoration."

You behold his repentance; his rapid change to a better course; his haste to piety;
the bountifulness of his love for the poor. He who lately was a publican, or rather
the chief of the publicans, given up to covetousness, and set upon gain, at once
becomes merciful, and devoted to charity. He promises that he will distribute his
wealth to those who are in need, that he will make restoration to those who have
been defrauded: and he who was the slave of avarice, makes himself poor, and
ceases to care for gains. Let not the Jewish multitudes therefore murmur when
Christ saves sinners; but let them answer us this. Would they have physicians
succeed in effecting cures when they visit the sick? Do they praise them when
they are able to deliver men from cruel ulcers, or do they blame them, and praise
those who are unskillful in their art? But, as I suppose, they will give the sentence
of superiority in favor of those who arc skillful in benefiting such as suffer from
diseases. Why therefore do they blame Christ, if when Zacchaeus was, so to say,
fallen and buried in spiritual maladies, He raised him from the pitfalls of
destruction?
And to teach them this He says, "Today there is salvation for this house, in that he
also is a son of Abraham:" for where Christ enters, there necessarily is also
salvation. May He therefore also be in us: and He is in us when we believe: for He
dwells in our hearts by faith, and we are His abode. It would have been better then
for the Jews to have rejoiced because Zacchaeus was wonderfully saved, for he too
was counted among the sons of Abraham, to whom God promised salvation in
Christ by the holy prophets, saying, "There shall come a Savior from Zion, and He
shall take away iniquities from Jacob, and this is my covenant with them, when I
will bear their sins." Christ therefore arose, to deliver the inhabitants of the earth
from their sins, and to seek them that were lost, and to save them that had perished.
For this is His office, and, so to say, the fruit of
His godlike gentleness. Of this will he also count
all those worthy who have believed in Him: by
Whom and with Whom to God the Father be
praise and dominion, with the Holy Spirit for ever
and ever, Amen.
– St. Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on St. Luke

2020 March for Life
Our parish was well represented at this year’s
March for Life (the Halls were there as well!)
Thank you for showing your support for those
without a voice.

Lenten Retreat

April 4, 2020

Retreat will focus on humility in the twenty-First century
looking at psychological theories related to
Self-esteem and how they can be interpreted from an
Orthodox Perspective

Speakers: Fr. Anthony Perkins and Natalie Bilynsky

St. Francis Center for Renewal
395 Bridle Path Road
Bethlehem, PA

Retreat registration:
Adults $45 (late fee $15)
Clergy $25 (late fee $15)
Adolescents $25 (late fee $15)
Children (under 12) $10
Registration due March 20, 2020

Registration includes all meals, breakfast,
lunch and dinner.
For more information contact:
Oleh or Natalie Bilynsky at
nsufler@aol.com call – 610-892-7315
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Address _______________________________________
Phone_________________

E-mail ________________

$45 for adults (ACROD prior to deadline)
$25 for clergy (ACROD prior to deadline)
$25 for adolescents (aged 13 to 18)
$10 for children 7 to 12
Appropriate Registration fee is enclosed: Yes _____
No _____ *amount ____________
Check made to:
Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA
Return registration to: Oleh Bilynsky 703 Pine Ridge Rd. Media, PA 19063
Please submit registration by March 20, 2020. After this deadline a $15 late fee is applied.
Pictures from the UOL Retreat can be used for publicity. Please indicate if you do not want pictures of
you and/or your child used.
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NATIVITY OF OUR LORD ORTHODOX CHURCH

MEN’S RETREAT
Hosted by the Society of St. Maximus

LEADING
YOUR FAMILY
THROUGH LENT
Saturday February 29th
Speakers for the Event:
Father Daniel Vaskalis • Father Joseph Birthisel • Father Patrick Viscuso

Tentative Schedule:
12:30pm - 1:15pm...................................................................Light Refreshments
1:15pm - 4:00pm......................Retreat Topics presented by our Guest Speakers
4:00pm - 4:40pm...............................Open Q&A Panel with our Guest Speakers

We will finish with celebrating Vespers
The Men's Retreat is open to adult men in the Parish. A $5 donation is suggested for attendance.
To register, please email Subdeacon Seamus at ruairi.murray@gmail.com

House Blessings
Fr. Joseph blessed holy water for Theophany. Please contact him if you’d like to
schedule a house blessing.

Social Team for February 2
Team 5 is up next week – Brady, Sampson, Osborne, Vallandingham B&C. Thank
you!

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
In Your Prayers – Please Remember… His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch BARTHOLOMEW, His
Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, Greek Orthodox Archbishop Paul Yazigi of
Aleppo, Syriac Orthodox Archbishop Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri and
Mt. Kenya, Fr. John & Pani Betty Jean Baranik, Presbytera Katie Baker and family, Dn. Steve Hall, Santiago
Alzugaray, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana and Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich, Jon Church, Ramius
Connour, Curtis Cooper, Luke Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev,
Heather Himler, John Homick, Cameron Houk, Helen Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl and family,
Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, and Luke Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,
Susan Matula, Anna Meinhold, Dn. Henry Middleton, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & Family,
Henry & Lisa Osborne, Westin Perry & Parents, John Reece, Mary Reed, Chris & Kaitlin Rixey, Jerry Von
Ronne, Anne Rosario, James, Theodore and Christina Ristas, Samson Family, Sharon Sheptak, Alexander
Shostko, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Lydia Vita, Christine, Marshall,
Nathaniel, Dcn. Nectarios and Ia, the Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie and the
Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and all those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of
changes.)

