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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM 

Saturday: Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM

 Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
*Please note that attendance is currently limited by restrictions dictated

by local response to the COVID-19 pandemic; if you are currently not
assigned to an attendance group, please contact

outreach@apostlethomas.org for information on when you may attend.

October 18, 2020 | 19th Sunday After Pentecost  
Holy Apostle & Evangelist Luke
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas

The Evangelist Luke, "the beloved physician" as the Apostle Paul calls him, is the
author of the Gospel According to Luke and the Acts of the Apostles. A native of
Antioch in Syria, he belonged to the chorus of the Seventy Apostles of Christ. He
was a close associate of the Apostle Paul and accompanied him on his journeys in
Troas, Philippi, from Philippi to Jerusalem and from Caesarea to Rome. He was
also  with  him  both  times  he  was  imprisoned.  Indeed,  during  his  second
imprisonment, the Apostle Paul writes in his second epistle to Timothy that "Luke
alone is with me".

The Evangelist Luke preached the Gospel in Dalmatia, France and Italy. Also in
Boeotia  and  in  Achaia,  where  he  composed,  according  to  St.  Gregory  the
Theologian, the Gospel According to Luke. According to tradition, he was a painter
and  he  depicted  the  Theotokos.  He  had  an  agonizing  end,  as  indeed  all  the
Apostles. Only John the Evangelist "was perfected in peace", and this happened
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because he experienced martyrdom "next to the Cross of Jesus." The relic of Saint
Luke was transferred to the Sacred Church of the Holy Apostles in Constantinople
in 357 A.D. 

His life and times give us the opportunity to emphasize the following:  First, for
someone to serve a person of power and glory is very natural according to the logic
of the world and they justify this by the fact that for the inconvenience and toil
given, a return awaits them. But for someone to toil and be inconvenienced for
serving one  who has  no worldly  power  and therefore  does  not  expect  to  reap
something,  and most  importantly remains close to that  person during trials and
temptations,  this exceeds fallen human logic, but also highlights the majesty of
selfless love. For everything that does not agree with fallen human logic is not
necessarily irrational, but it can also be super-rational, as is it is with true, selfless
love. True love is not just a feeling, but sacrifice and a cross.

Second, in the 24th chapter of the Gospel of Luke, Luke the Evangelist refers to an
event of a meeting he had with the risen Christ, three days after His burial. While
walking along the road to Emmaus with the Apostle Cleopas and sadly discussing
on  the  road  all  that  took  place  over  the  previous  three  days,  the  risen  Lord
approached  them  and  walked  beside  them.  The  events  that  followed  are  well
known, how He interpreted for them the events that took place according to the
Scriptures, such as His Passion and Resurrection, and this caused their hearts to
burn within them. But they did not recognize who He was. This happened later
during "the breaking of bread". That is, when He blessed the bread, He changed it
into His Body and offered it to them as food. In fact they recognized Him, rather
Christ "made Himself known to them", by revealing Himself to them during the
Divine Liturgy. And although at the same time He disappeared, their hearts burned
within them as earlier, and they were full of joy. This is why they left immediately
and returned to Jerusalem,  to announce the joyous event of  the resurrection of
Christ to His eleven disciples.

Hearts  which are aflame with love for  Christ,  have the ability,  under  the right
conditions, to know Him in the Divine Liturgy, in "the breaking of bread". This is
not an emotional or psychological knowing, but an existential and ontological one.
Saint Theophylact, Archbishop of Bulgaria, says that all who receive the Body and
Blood of Christ, of course under the right conditions, the eyes of their soul are
opened and they recognize Him, because the flesh of the Lord has great power and
invites  great  joy.  "Those  who  receive  the  blessed  bread,  their  eyes  open  to
recognize Him. The flesh of the Lord has great and ineffable power... The two
disciples rejoiced, so that they got up and returned to Jerusalem."



We saw above, during the meeting of Christ with His two disciples as they were
walking  "towards  Emmaus",  that  the  interpretation  of  the  Divine  Scriptures
preceded the Divine Communion. The same exact thing is repeated during every
Divine  Liturgy.  The  reading  and  interpretation  of  the  Apostolic  and  Gospel
passages  is  followed  by  the  consecration  of  the  Honorable  Gifts  and  Divine
Communion.  And the  reading is  preceded  by  a  prayer,  which  the  priest  reads
silently, asking God to shine His divine Light in his heart and to open his mind that
he may understand the Reading,  so that  he can interpret  and transmit  it  to the
people in a comprehensible and especially Orthodox way. He also asks God to
implant in his soul divine fear, that he may be able to trample carnal desires and
live a spiritual life, which is difficult and without the Grace of God is impossible.

To  minister  to  "our  neighbor",  to  every  person  without  discrimination,  and
particularly  the  simple  and  despised  and  "the  least",  without  selfishness,  is  a
character trait of the saints, who know Love existentially, namely the Triune God,
but  in  a  similar  proportion  with  all  those  who strive  to  achieve  their  personal
sanctification.   (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 11:31-12:9
Brethren, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,  who is blessed forever,
knows that I am not lying.  In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was
guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I
was let down in a basket through a window in the wall,  and escaped from his
hands.  It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast.  I will come to visions and
revelations of the Lord:  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether
in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—
such a one was caught up to the third heaven.  And I know such a man—whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up
into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter.  Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my
infirmities.  For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak
the truth.  But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me to
be or  hears  from  me.   And  lest  I  should  be  exalted  above  measure  by  the
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of
Satan  to  buffet  me,  lest  I  be  exalted  above  measure.   Concerning this  thing I
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me.  And He said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.



Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 8:5-15
The Lord said, “A sower went out to sow his seed.  And as he sowed, some fell by
the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air devoured it.  Some
fell  on  rock;  and as  soon  as  it  sprang  up,  it  withered  away  because  it  lacked
moisture.   And some fell  among thorns,  and the thorns  sprang up with  it  and
choked  it.   But  others  fell  on  good  ground,  sprang  up,  and  yielded  a  crop  a
hundredfold.”  When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear,
let him hear!”  Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable
mean?”  And He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not
see, and hearing they may not understand.’  “Now the parable is this: The seed is
the word of God.  Those by the wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil
comes and takes away the word out of their hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved.  But the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear, receive the word
with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a while and in time of temptation
fall away.  Now the ones  that fell among thorns are those who, when they have
heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no
fruit to maturity.  But the ones that fell on the good ground are those who, having
heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience.

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Your patience will not be brought about by the virtues of other men; that is to say,
when they are angered by someone or reproached or despised; but rather, by when
you are  reproached,  despised  or  slandered,  and you endure with meekness  and
humility. 

 – St. Theodore of Sanaxar  

The Wonder-working Sarcophagus of St. Luke
The  wonderworking  sarcophagus  of  the  Holy  Apostle  and  Evangelist  Luke  is
located in Thebes of Boetia. Though some sources say Saint Luke died here in
peace in his eighties, other sources say he was crucified here to an olive tree and
died a martyric death.  The ancient Roman sarcophagus of the Apostle Luke once
contained his relics. Following his death, God wanted to glorify His servant Luke,
so He rained upon his tomb collyrium, which was an ancient eye-salve, as a sign of
his artistry as a physician. For this reason, the tomb of the divine Apostle became
known to all people. Emperor Constantius (337-361), the son of Constantine the
Great,  transferred  the  relic  of  this  Apostle  from Thebes  to  Constantinople,  by
means of Saint Artemios the great duke of Egypt and Martyr. It was treasured in
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Apostles  beneath  the  Holy  Altar,  together  with  the
honorable relics of Andrew and Timothy the Apostles. This placement of the relic



is celebrated on June 20th, while the primary feast of Saint Luke is on October
18th.

Till this day the marble sarcophagus of the Apostle miraculously issues forth the
healing eye-salve and continues to work numerous miracles for those who have
various eye problems. The relic of the Apostle Luke can be found in Padua, Italy
near Venice, having been taken there by crusaders in 1204 from Constantinople,
and is located in the Church of Santa Justina.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com) 

Where St. Luke Wrote His Gospel
According  to  Byzantine  historians  and  the  imperial  chryssobull  issued  to  the
Monastery of the Great Cave (Mega Spelaion) in Kalavryta of the Peloponnese in
Greece,  the Apostle  Luke wrote  his  Gospel  in  this  cave  fifteen  years  after  the
Ascension of Christ. The Theophilus to whom the Gospel of Luke and the Acts of
the Apostles is addressed is believed by many to have been the governor of this
region of Achaia. Here also the Apostle Luke celebrated the Divine Liturgy on an
altar of stone and left behind an image of the Virgin Mary which he made of wax,
mastic and other substances.

This Holy Icon was discovered here by divine revelation in the fourth century by a
young  shepherdess  named  Euphrosyne  from  Galata  and  a  Monastery  was
established by two brothers from Thessaloniki named Symeon and Theodore.  The
Monastery was destroyed by fire four times: in 840, in 1400, in 1640 and in 1934 -
the Holy Icon always being saved. 

The Monastery today, which is an awe-inspiring eight-story structure, is vibrant
and contains  many sacred relics,  among which is  the miraculous  Holy Icon of
Panagia Speliotissa which was formed by the Holy Apostle Luke the Evangelist.
The Holy Apostle,  together  with the Sacred Monastery  and the Holy Icon,  are
celebrated together annually on October 18th. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)  

Also Commemorated Today:  St. James the Deacon
Saint  James  lived  in  the  seventh  century,  and  assisted  Saint  Paulinus  of  York
(October 10) in evangelizing the north of England.

Following the death of Saint Edwin (October 12) in 633, the northern kingdom
experienced many trials, including military defeats, famine, and plague. The year
633-634 was so fraught with misfortune that it became known as “The Hateful
Year.” Saint Paulinus accompanied Saint Ethelburga (April 5) back to her native
Kent after the death of her husband King Edwin, leaving Saint James behind to
care for the new converts in northern England.



Saint  James has been described as “faithful  and undismayed,”  even though the
secular  power  which supported  the  Church  had  been  overthrown.  Even so,  he
would  not  abandon the  people in  his  care,  nor  would  he  cease  his  missionary
labors. 

This faithful servant of the Lord established himself near the village of Catterick in
Yorkshire, teaching, comforting, and encouraging his flock. Even in such difficult
times, Saint James was able to win many converts to Christ. He had a talent for
music, and was skilled in the Roman chants composed by Saint Gregory Dialogus
(March  12)  which  were  being  used  in  Kent.  James  taught  these  chants  to  the
Christians  of  the north.  When peace  returned and the churches  reopened,  their
services were beautified with the chants which Saint James had given them.

We do not know exactly when Saint James died, but it is believed that he survived
for at least thirty years after “The Hateful Year,” and participated in the Synod of
Whitby in 664.

Saint  James does not appear to have been ordained to the holy priesthood, but
through his tireless labors he built up the Church in the north. Saint Bede (May 27)
calls him “a man of great energy and repute in Christ’s Church” (HISTORY OF
THE ENGLISH CHURCH AND PEOPLE, Book II, chapter 16). (from oca.org)    

SPF50 – Scripture, Prayer, Family
SPF stands for “Scripture, Prayer, Family” and is designed to equip families to
read the Scriptures and pray together at home. Why “50”?  Fr. David Mastroberte
explains:  “On  average,  if  a  family  uses  the  recommended  Bible  readings  and
prayers,  they will  spend approximately 50 minutes per month in these spiritual
exercises. This is not a time limit, but rather meant to encourage even the busiest
family that they can make these a part of their life and learn to love encountering
God in prayer and the Scriptures.”  

The third installment of SPF50 will started September 20 and ends November 14,
2020.  It contains the appropriate prayers for families and a reading plan for the
Gospel  of St.  Luke. There are also supplemental  resources to help families  get
started and maintain participation.  SPF50 is not meant to be separate from the
ministry of the parish, but rather an extension of it.  Under the guidance of their
Priest, participating families are encouraged to meet on a monthly basis to foster
fellowship and support.  Quality time with our Lord is hard to come by.  Quality
time with your family is hard to come by.  SPF50 intends to help families have
both.  Each week SPF50 will offer a new audio or video recording to help us to
encourage us in our life of faith at home with our families. One will be posted each
week.  These can be found at https://www.acrod.org/ministries/acrod-family/spf50,

https://www.acrod.org/ministries/acrod-family/spf50




 Registration is quick and easy at: http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=oblwu7zab&oeidk=a07ehc4mpz868710e94 Registration closes on Thursday, 10/22.
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The Distinguished Diocesan Donor Program Needs YOU! 
Covid  has  turned  much  of  our  life  upside  down,  including  our  Distinguished
Diocesan  Donors  Program!  The  2020  Fund  Drive  is  still  under  way  and  will
continue  through  the  end  of  November.  However,  there  will  be  no  Fall  DDD
Dinners.  We encourage as many parishioners as possible to participate.  Gifts of
$100 or more are asked.   Proceeds from the DDD benefit  Camp Nazareth, and
because  Covid  has  caused  all  events  and  programs  to  be  canceled,  DDD  is
basically our only source of Camp income.  Checks are payable to:  Distinguished
Diocesan Donors and may be sent to: 

Diocesan Chancery
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, PA  15906.

May the Lord bless you and yours during these stressful times.

Sincerely in Christ,  Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Joe & Darlene
Waters,  Christine,  Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn.  Nectarios  &  Ia,  the  Syrian  Christians
displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and
those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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