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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM 

Saturday: Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM

 Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
*Please note that attendance is
currently limited by restrictions
dictated by local response to the
COVID-19 pandemic; if you are

currently not assigned to an attendance group, please contact
outreach@apostlethomas.org for information on when you may attend.

November 15, 2020 | 23rd Sunday After Pentecost  
Holy Martyrs Gurias, Samonas, and Habibus

During the persecution against Christians under the emperors Diocletian (284-305)
and Maximian (305-311), the two friends Gurias and Samonas, preachers of the
word of God, were arrested in the city of Edessa.

The Saints refused to offer sacrifice to the gods, and boldly confessed their faith in 
Christ. For this they were subjected to cruel tortures: they were beaten, hung up by 
their hands, heavy weights were tied to their feet, and they were cast into a stifling 
prison.

The Martyrs endured everything with steadfastness and Samonas uttered a prayer 
to the Lord, which one of the witnesses to their death wrote down:

“O Lord my God, against whose will not a single sparrow falls into the snare. It
was You Who made room for  David in  his  sorrow (Ps.  4:1),  Who proved the
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Prophet David stronger than lions (Dan. 6), and granted a child of Abraham to be
victor over torture and flames (Dan. 3, 14). You know also, Lord, the infirmity of
our nature. You see the struggle set before us.

Our foe strives to snatch us, the work of Your right hand, away from You and to
deprive us of the glory which is in You. With Your compassionate eye watching
over us, preserve in us the inextinguishable light of Your Commandments. Guide
our  steps  by  Your  light,  and  make  us  worthy  of  Your  Kingdom,  for  You are
blessed unto ages of ages.”  By night, they took the Martyrs out beyond the city
and beheaded them. Christians buried their holy bodies with reverence.

After some years, the last pagan emperor, Licinius (311-324), began a persecution
against Christians. Habibus, a deacon of the Church of Edessa whom the emperor
ordered to be arrested for his zealous spreading of the true Faith, presented himself
before the executioners when he learned they were searching for him. The Saint
confessed his faith in Christ and was sentenced to be burned alive. The Martyr
went willingly into the fire and with a prayer surrendered his soul to the Lord.
When the fire  went  out,  the  mother  and relatives  of  the  Saint  found his  body
unharmed. They buried the Martyr next to Sts. Gurias and Samonas.

Patrons of Honorable Marriage

After the death of the Saints, numerous miracles were wrought by them for those
who entreated their help with faith and love. Once, a certain Gothic soldier, sent to
serve  at  Edessa,  took  the  pious  virgin  Euphemia  as  his  wife.  Before  this  the
barbarian  vowed  to  her  mother  Sophia  at  the  graves  of  the  Martyrs  Gurias,
Samonas and Habibus that he would do his spouse no harm, and would never insult
her, but would always love and cherish her.

At the completion of his service in Edessa, he took Euphemia with him back to his
native land. It turned out that he had deceived her, for he already had a wife at
home, and Euphemia became her slave. Her evil husband threatened to kill her if
she revealed to anyone that they were married. Euphemia suffered much abuse and
humiliation. When she gave birth to a son, the jealous Gothic woman poisoned
him.  Euphemia  turned  with  prayer  to  the  holy  Martyrs  Gurias,  Samonas  and
Habibus, the witnesses to the perjurer's  oath, and the Lord delivered Euphemia
from  her  suffering  and  miraculously  returned  her  to  Edessa,  where  she  was
welcomed by her mother.

After a certain while the Goth was again sent to serve in Edessa. The whole city
learned  of  his  mis-deeds  after  he  was  denounced  by  Sophia.  The  Goth  was
executed by order of the prefect of the city.



In an Akathist, the Holy Church addresses the martyrs: "Rejoice, Gurias, Samonas
and  Habibus,  Heavenly  Patrons  of  honorable  marriage."  We  pray  to  them for
deliverance from family turmoil,  and from marital  difficulties,  especially where
one spouse hates the other without cause. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)  

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians 2:4-10
Brethren, God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us,  even when we were dead in  trespasses,  made us alive together  with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), and raised us up together, and made us sit
together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, that in the ages to come He might
show the exceeding riches of His grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.
For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the
gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.  For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 10:25-37
At that time, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  He said to him, “What is written in the law?
What is your reading of it?”  So he answered and said, “‘You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all
your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’”  And He said to him, “You have
answered rightly; do this and you will live.”  But he, wanting to justify himself,
said to Jesus,  “And who is my neighbor?”  Then Jesus answered and said:  “A
certain  man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing, wounded  him, and departed, leaving  him half dead.
Now by chance a certain priest came down that road.  And when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side.  Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came
and looked,  and  passed  by  on the  other  side.   But  a  certain  Samaritan,  as  he
journeyed, came where he was.  And when he saw him, he had compassion.  So he
went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set him on
his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him.  On the next day,
when he departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to
him, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will
repay you.’  So which of these three do you think was neighbor to him who fell
among the thieves?”  And he said, “He who showed mercy on him.”  Then Jesus
said to him, “Go and do likewise.”



A Word From the Holy Fathers
There are three virtues which bestow light on the intellect at all times:  knowing no
evil against anyone, doing good to those who wrong you, and enduring calmly the
things which come your way.  These three virtues give rise to another three which
are still greater:  the first gives rise to love, the second produces peace, and the
third  brings  meekness.   Four  things  darken  the  soul:   hating  one's  neighbor,
despising, envying, and grumbling against him.

Humility has no tongue in order to speak against someone for being careless, or
someone else for being contemptuous; nor does it have eyes with which to notice
another's faults; nor, again, does it have ears to hear that which does not benefit the
soul.  Neither does it have anything against others, except one's own sins.  Instead,
it renders one peaceful with all people for the sake of God's commandment, and
not merely some friendship.  For, if one fasts six days out of seven and is entirely
given to great toils and commandments, all of that person's toils outside this way of
humility are in vain.

 – St. Isaiah of Scetis 

The Distinguished Diocesan Donor Program Needs YOU! 
Covid  has  turned  much  of  our  life  upside  down,  including  our  Distinguished
Diocesan  Donors  Program!  The  2020  Fund  Drive  is  still  under  way  and  will
continue  through  the  end  of  November.  However,  there  will  be  no  Fall  DDD
Dinners.  We encourage as many parishioners as possible to participate.  Gifts of
$100 or more are asked.  Proceeds from the DDD benefit  Camp Nazareth, and
because  Covid  has  caused  all  events  and  programs  to  be  canceled,  DDD  is
basically our only source of Camp income.  Checks are payable to:  Distinguished
Diocesan Donors and may be sent to: 

Diocesan Chancery
312 Garfield Street
Johnstown, PA  15906.

May the Lord bless you and yours during these stressful times.

Sincerely in Christ,  

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Frank P. Miloro, Chancellor 





Diocesan Parenting Workshop
Series

Online Workshop:
“Raising Believing Children”

Saturday – December 5, 2020

10am – 12:30pm
The Workshop will feature:

Presentations by His Eminence Metropolitan
Gregory and Fr. Stephen Loposky

Moderated Small Group Discussions, and
Q and A Sessions

His Eminence Metropolitan Gregory invites you to join him and other
parents from around the Diocese as our Diocese seeks to help parents in

their vocation to Raise Believing Children.
Register at: Parenting Workshop - 12-5-20

Registration closes on 12/2/20.  The Workshop is free-of-charge.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=oblwu7zab&oeidk=a07ehe3x9dg1f048a6f








Prepare for Christmas with SPF50
The November-December  2020 edition  of  SPF50 is  now available  digitally  on
acrod.org.  This issue begins the week of November 15th and includes a Scripture
reading guide and prayers designed specifically for families to prepare to celebrate
the Nativity of Our Lord. If you haven’t tried SPF50 yet, consider joining in now.
While the holiday season is undoubtedly a busy time, by making a commitment to
read from the Bible and pray together for 50 minutes a month, your family will
“keep Christ in Christmas” while spending quality time together. To access this
material or to find our more about how SPF50 can help your family grow in Christ,
visit the Diocesan Website at acrod.org and look for the SPF50 logo.

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter  & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  &  Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von Ronne,  Anne Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Joe & Darlene
Waters,  Christine,  Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn.  Nectarios  &  Ia,  the  Syrian  Christians
displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and
those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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