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December 20, 2020 | Sunday Before Nativity 
Hieromartyr Ignatius

On the Sunday that occurs on or immediately after the eighteenth of December, we
celebrate all those who from ages past have been well-pleasing to God, beginning
from  Adam  even  unto  Joseph  the  Betrothed  of  the  Most  Holy  Theotokos,
according to genealogy, as the Evangelist  Luke has recorded historically (Luke
3:23-38)  as  well  as  the  Evangelist  Matthew  (Matthew  1:1-17);  we  also
commemorate the Prophets and Prophetesses, and especially the Prophet Daniel
and the Holy Three Children.

The hieromartyr Ignatius was a successor of the Holy Apostles, being appointed as
Patriarch of the Church of Antioch, second after Patriarch Euodios.  Theodoret in
his Dialogues says Ignatius was ordained Bishop of Antioch by the Apostle Peter.
He was a disciple of John the Theologian, together with Saint Polycarp the Bishop
of Smyrna, in the year 109. When Emperor Trajan was to leave Antioch to go to
Parthus, this great Ignatius was brought before him.  And having conversed much
regarding the faith of Christ, the emperor realized that his mind was unalterable.
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Thus the Saint  was  scourged with iron balls.  Then spreading out  his  arms,  he
accepted the fire by them. After this his sides were burned with censers full of coal
and smeared with oil. Then he was made to stand on lit coals and scraped with iron
claws.

Because the Saint was kept unharmed from all these by divine grace, the emperor
had him sent bound to Rome, in order to be given over to the wild beasts to be
devoured. The Saint therefore passed through every region and church, and made
firm the Christians there by his teachings. When he went to Rome, he entreated
God and the Christians of Rome to not hinder the beasts, but allow them to devour
him, that he may be ground as wheat in their teeth, so as to become sweet and pure
bread for God. The blessed man of God was therefore place in the middle of the
Amphitheater,  and torn apart by the lions that rushed on him,  and they ate his
entire flesh, leaving only the biggest bones, which were gathered by the Christians
and taken to Antioch.  The translation of the relics of Saint Ignatius is celebrated
by the Church on January 29th.

This blessed Ignatius was that child which the Master Christ while alive asked for,
and grabbing and embracing him, said the following words: "Whoever humbles
himself like this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And whoever
receives a little child like this in My name receives Me" (Matt. 18:4). It is for this
reason that the Saint is called in an exalted manner "God-bearer". The name "God-
bearer",  according  to  Nikodemos  the  Hagiorite,  should  be  understood  in  the
passive sense rather than the active, since he did not bear God but God bore him
up. Also, as God-bearer, it is understood that he bore God in his soul, and the name
of God was written on his heart. Our Holy Father John Chrysostom honored him
with an encomium that begins "Sumptuous and splendid entertainers give frequent
and constant  entertainments."  His  Synaxis  is  celebrated  in  the most-holy  Great
Church.   (from johnsanidopoulos.com) 

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40
BRETHREN,  by  faith  Abraham dwelt  in  the  land  of  promise  as  in a  foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise;  for  he  waited  for  the  city  which has  foundations,  whose  builder  and
maker is God.  

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your
seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.  By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  By faith Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.



By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children
of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.  By faith Moses, when he
was born, was hidden three months by his parents,  because they saw  he was a
beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command.

And what more shall I say?  For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak
and  Samson  and  Jephthah,  also  of David  and  Samuel  and  the  prophets:  who
through  faith  subdued  kingdoms,  worked  righteousness,  obtained  promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens.  Women received their dead raised to life again.  Others
were  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better
resurrection.  Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains
and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were
slain with the sword.  They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute,  afflicted,  tormented  —  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy.   They
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these,
having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God
having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart
from us.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 1:1-25
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:
Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot
Ram.  Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot
Salmon.  Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.  David the king begot Solomon by her who
had been the wife of Uriah.  Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah,
and Abijah  begot  Asa.   Asa  begot  Jehoshaphat,  Jehoshaphat  begot  Joram,  and
Joram begot Uzziah.  Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot
Hezekiah.  Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot
Josiah.  Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried
away to Babylon.  

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel
begot Zerubbabel.  Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim
begot Azor.   Azor  begot Zadok, Zadok begot  Achim,  and Achim begot Eliud.
Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob
begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.
So all  the  generations  from Abraham to  David  are fourteen  generations,  from



David  until  the  captivity  in  Babylon  are fourteen  generations,  and  from  the
captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.

Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  as  follows:  After  His  mother  Mary  was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make
her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  But while he thought
about  these  things,  behold,  an  angel  of  the  Lord  appeared to  him in  a  dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring forth a Son,
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  So
all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife,  and did not know her till  she had brought forth her
firstborn Son.  And he called His name Jesus.   

A Word From the Holy Fathers
A feast is approaching which is the most solemn and awe-inspiring of all feasts. If
one were to call it the metropolis of all feasts, one wouldn't be wrong. What is it?
The birth of Christ according to the flesh.

In this feast the Epiphany, holy Pascha, the Ascension and Pentecost have their
beginning and their purpose. For if Christ hadn't been born according to the flesh,
he  wouldn't  have  been  baptized,  which  is  Epiphany.  He  wouldn't  have  been
crucified, which is Pascha. He wouldn't have sent the Spirit, which is Pentecost. So
from this event, as from some spring, different rivers flow - these feasts of ours are
born. But not only on this account would it be right to give precedence to this day,
but also because what happened on it is much more awe-inspiring than all other
days. I say this because the fact that Christ died after becoming human was the
consequence of that: even if he didn't commit sin, still he assumed a mortal body.
And that too was an amazing fact: that, although God, he was willing to become
human and to condescend to take so much on himself that not even the imagination
can embrace. It's this that is most awe-inspiring, and completely perplexing. Even
Paul said in amazement: "Great indeed, we confess, is the mystery of our piety" (1
Tim. 3:16). How great? "God was manifest in the flesh" (1 Tim. 3:16). And again
he says elsewhere: "For surely it's not with angels that God is concerned, but with
the descendants  of  Abraham. Therefore he had to be made like his brethren in
every respect" (Heb. 2:16-17).



On this account especially I embrace and love this day, and put my ardent love on
show to make you share in my affection for it. On this account I beg and entreat all
of you to be present with much zeal and enthusiasm, each having vacated your own
house, so that we may see our Master lying in the manger, dressed in swaddling-
clothes - that awe-inspiring and miraculous sight. What kind of defense could we
have, what kind of excuse, when he came down from heaven for our sake while we
can't even leave the house to go to him? Or when the Magi, who were barbarians
and foreigners, hurried from Persia to see him lying in the manger? But you, a
Christian, can't be bothered to travel even a short distance in order to enjoy this
blessed sight?  For if  we're  present  in faith  we'll  certainly see him lying in the
manger: this table fulfills the role of the manger.

Indeed,  here  lies  the  body  of  the  Lord,  not  wrapped  in  swaddling-clothes  as
formerly, but attired completely with the Holy Spirit. Those who are initiated know
what I'm saying. The Magi merely worshiped him, whereas you, if you approach to
communicate  with a clear  conscience,  we permit  to consume him and go back
home. Approach, then, bringing gifts - not gifts like the Magi brought but ones that
are much more solemn. They brought gold; you must bring temperance and virtue.
They brought incense; you must bring pure prayers which are spiritual incense.
They brought myrrh; you must bring humility and a humble heart and love. If you
approach with these gifts, with great confidence you'll enjoy this holy table. For
my part, I'm saying this now because I know quite well that on that day many of
you will come forward and fall on this spiritual sacrifice. So that we don't do this to
the detriment or condemnation of our soul but for our salvation, I'm calling you to
witness  beforehand,  and I'm begging  you to  approach  the  holy  mysteries  after
you've cleansed yourselves in every respect.

Please  don't  let  anybody  say  to  me:  "I'm  full  of  shame,  I  have  a  conscience
crammed with sins, I'm carrying a very heavy burden." If you're sober, and pray
and keep vigil, the appointed period of five days is sufficient to trim away your
many sins.  Don't  look at how short the time is,  but consider the point that the
Master is loving. The Ninevites were able to beat off God's considerable anger in
three days, and the time-constraint was no hindrance, but their readiness of spirit
captured the Master's generosity and was able to effect everything (cf. Jon. 3). The
prostitute, too, coming to Christ in a brief critical moment washed away all her
offenses (cf. Lk. 7). When the Jews made the accusation that Christ had admitted
her and had given her so much confidence, he silenced them, and freed her from all
evils, and, having approved her enthusiasm, he sent her away. What's the message?
That she came with an ardent mind and a burning soul and a fervent faith, and she
touched those holy and sacred feet, when she had let down her hair, let tears flood
from her eyes, and poured out the perfume.



The objects  by  which she  bewitched people,  she  used to  prepare  the  drugs  of
repentance. The objects by which she excited the gaze of the licentious, she used to
weep tears. The locks of hair by which she tripped up many people so they fell into
sin, she used to wipe Christ's feet. The perfume by which she enticed, she used to
anoint his feet. And you too therefore must placate God in turn by using the objects
by which you provoked him. Did you provoke him by stealing money? Win him
over by giving away what you stole to those who've been unjustly treated, and give
other things in addition; say in the words of Zacchaeus: "I give back four times
everything I've stolen" (cf. Lk. 19:8). Have you provoked him with your tongue
and your abuse, by insulting many people? Propitiate him in turn with your tongue,
by sending up pure prayers, by blessing those who abuse you, by praising those
who speak badly of you, by thanking those who wrong you. These actions don't
require days or the passing of many years, but only right purpose, and they can be
accomplished in one day. Keep aloof from wickedness, embrace virtue, desist from
evil; promise to commit these sins no longer, and this will be sufficient for your
defense. I testify and guarantee that, if each of us that has sinned keeps aloof from
their former evil ways and promises God truthfully that they won't touch them any
more, God will require nothing else for a substantial defense. I say this because he
is generous and merciful, and just as a woman in labor longs to give birth, so he
too longs to dispense his mercy - it's our sins that interfere with this.

Let's pull down the wall, then, and right from that time begin the feast, renouncing
all activities for these five days. "Farewell to the law courts, farewell to the council
chambers - a plague on daily business, with its contracts and transactions. I want to
save my soul." "What does it profit a person if they gain the whole world and lose
their own soul?" (Matt. 16:26). The Magi came away from Persia; you must come
away from daily business and travel towards Jesus. The distance isn't great, if we're
willing. The point is that you don't  have to cross the sea,  or traverse mountain
peaks, but if you sit at home, exhibiting piety and much compunction, you can see
the wall being completely broken down, you can remove the obstacle, you can cut
the length of the journey. "For I am a God at hand," it says, "and not a God far off"
(Jer. 23:23), and "The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth" (Ps. 145:18).

But as it is,  many of the faithful have arrived at such a degree of silliness and
neglect that, although they are full of countless evils, and because they take no
thought whatsoever for  themselves,  they approach this table on feast  days in a
random  and  frivolous  fashion.  They  don't  know  that  the  time  of  communion
doesn't consist of a feast and a celebration, but of a clear conscience and a life full
of reproach. Just as the ordinary person who has nothing on their conscience ought
to  approach  communion  every  day,  so  it's  unsafe  for  the  person  who  is
overpowered by sin and does not  repent  to  approach even on a  feast  day.  For



approaching once  a  year  isn't  going  to  free  us  from reproach,  if  we  approach
unworthily; but it's precisely this that damns us all the more, namely that when we
approach  on  that  one  occasion  we're  not  even  then  approaching  with  a  clear
conscience.

That's why I beg all of you not to touch the divine mysteries in a negligent manner
because you have to celebrate the feast. If, however, you're ever going to partake of
this holy offering, you must purify yourselves for many days beforehand through
repentance and prayer and almsgiving and devotion to spiritual matters, and not
"return like a dog to its own vomit" (Prov. 26:11). Isn't it absurd to take so much
care over bodily concerns, so that many days before the feast approaches you get
your best clothes out of their chests and get them ready, and you buy shoes, and
enjoy a more lavish table, and over and above that you take thought for  many
provisions from all quarters, and in every respect you clean yourself up and make
yourself look good? On the other hand, you take no account of your soul, which is
neglected, dirty, squalid, wasted from hunger and still unclean. Isn't it absurd that
while you take your clean body to church, you overlook your soul, which is naked
and disgraced?  Yet  whereas  your  fellow servant  sees  your  body  and  no harm
results no matter how it's dressed, the Master sees your soul and will put in place a
most serious punishment for its neglect.

Don't you know that this table is full of spiritual fire, and just as springs gush forth
the force of water, so too does the table contain a certain mysterious flame? So
don't approach it if you're carrying stubble, wood or dry grass, in case you cause a
bigger blaze and you burn your soul as it takes communion. But bring precious
stones, gold, silver, in order to make the material more pure, in order to go back
home having derived a great deal of profit. If you've got something wicked in you,
get rid of it, banish it from your soul. Is it the case that someone has an enemy, and
is suffering grievous wrongs at their hands? Let them bring the enmity to an end,
let  them  restrain  their  inflamed  and  swollen  attitude,  so  that  internally  they
experience no tumult or disturbance. I say this because in communicating you are
going to welcome a king. But if it's a king coming into your soul there must be
abundant tranquility,  abundant silence and a deep peace for your thoughts.  But
your suffering grievous wrongs, and you can't stop being angry? Why, then, do you
visit much greater wrongs and difficulties on yourself? Whatever the person does,
your enemy won't inflict on you the kind of harm you inflict on yourself by not
being reconciled with them but rather trampling God's laws under your feet. Did
your enemy insult you? Is it on this account, tell me, that you then insult God?
Refusing to be reconciled with the one who hurt you isn't so much a sign of taking
revenge on them as of insulting God, who laid down these laws.



So don't look at your fellow servant, nor at the magnitude of the wrongs they have
done, but when you have put God and the fear of God into your mind, consider the
following  point.  The  excessive  wrenching  that  you  feel  internally  when,  after
countless evil acts, you force yourself to be reconciled with the one who hurt you,
will be commensurate with the increased esteem which you will enjoy in the eyes
of God, who ordered this course of action.  And just  as here on earth you will
welcome God with great honor, so too will he receive you in heaven with great
glory, as he pays you back ten-thousandfold for your obedience. May all  of us
attain this through the grace and love for mankind of our Lord Jesus Christ, with
whom to the Father, together with the Holy Spirit,  be glory, honor, power and
worship, for ever and ever. Amen.

 – St. John Chrysostom

Also Commemorated Today:  St. John of Kronstadt
On October 19, 1829, in the far north of Russia, a weak and sickly child, named
John (Ioann), was born in the family of Ilia Sergiyev, church reader in the village
of Sura in the Archangelsk province. This child was the future luminary of Christ's
Church.

From his  earliest  years  Vanya  went  with  his  father  to  their  poor  and  humble
church,  served  in  the  altar,  loved  the  service  books,  became  very  pious.  His
favorite book was the Holy Gospel. All of this became a firm religious foundation
for the boy in his later long and glorious life in Christ.

Learning came very hard to Vanya in his childhood, which sorrowed him greatly,
but also served to spur him on to especially fervent prayers to God for help. And a
miracle occurred! Once, during his sojourn in his religious school, after a fervent
prayer during the night, the boy experienced a sudden shiver all over his body, and
it was as though a curtain fell from his eyes, as though his mental sight opened up,
and  he  experienced  lightness  and  joy  in  his  soul.  After  that  night  the  boy
immediately began reading with great ease, began to comprehend and memorize
everything with the greatest facility. He finished his school at the top of his class,
graduated  from  the  Archangelsk  Seminary  in  first  place,  and  entered  the  St.
Petersburg Religious Academy.

His spiritual development proceeded even more successfully. In the academy St.
John dreamed of missionary work among the native tribes of North America and
Siberia; however, observation showed that the residents of St. Petersburg did not
know Christ any better than the aborigines of other countries. While pondering his
aspirations, St. John repeatedly saw a childhood vision: he saw himself as a priest
in a certain cathedral and accepted it as a sign from above. After graduating from



the academy in 1855, St. John was ordained a priest. Upon first entering the St.
Andrew Cathedral in Kronstadt, to which he had been assigned, he stood stock-still
on the threshold: this was the very church that had been revealed to him many
years before in his childhood vision! St. John spent the rest of his life and pastoral
activity in Kronstadt. Many people even forgot St. John's surname (Sergiyev), and
even he himself signed as John of Kronstadt.

After graduating from the academy, St. John wrote in his diary: "I've learned a
great deal. Glory to Thee, O Lord! But I wish to know more. My spirit thirsts for
knowledge. My heart is not satisfied, not sated. I am studying and will continue to
study," Stepping onto the path of independent life with such sentiments, the young
pastor continued his book learning with great zeal. But already from the very first
days of his priesthood St. John began his spiritual labor of engaging in charitable
deeds of love, deliberately keeping them secret. Although afterwards he would say
that he was not leading an ascetic life, these words were spoken by him out of deep
humility. In reality, while concealing from people his spiritual feats, St. John was
the greatest ascetic, and he began implementing the knowledge of conquering the
self  from  the  first  days  of  his  priesthood.  Prayer  and  fasting  constituted  the
foundation of his spiritual labors, as well as abstinence, and that not only in food,
but also in all emotions. The daily serving of the liturgy alone, which St. John took
on  as  a  rule,  required  extensive  fasting  according  to  Orthodox  church  rule.
However, St. John did not limit himself to daily services, constant prayer at all
times and in all places,  divine contemplation,  fasting, and abstinence.  From his
first days as a priest he dedicated himself to serving the poor and the destitute,
always  sought  them  out  and  found  them,  helped  them,  took  care  of  the  ill,
comforted those in despair, bringing to all not only the words of Christ, but also
His living love and light. "There are many happy families without us, Liza. Let us
dedicate ourselves to serving God," -  St.  John, virginal to the end of his days,
would say to his wife Elizabeth.

Daily St. John went among the poor and the destitute of Kronstadt,  spoke with
them, comforted them, looked after the sick, and helped them financially according
to his resources. Actually not even according to resources, but way beyond them,
for quite often the young pastor came home without his overcoat or boots, having
given them away to the poor. All of this became a habit, a rule; but such a life gave
rise to attacks upon St. John from all sides. He was chastised by his own family, he
was mocked by others, he was berated by his spiritual superiors. For some reason
the uniqueness of the young priest's Christian life irritated those around him. He
was called a fool-for-Christ. The diocesan administration forbad his salary to be
given into his hands (because, upon receiving it, he gave it away to the poor to the
very last penny), called him in for explanations. But St. John bravely endured all



these trials without changing his lifestyle. And with the help of God he triumphed
over everyone and everything, and for all the things for which in the first years of
priesthood  he  had  been  mocked,  abused,  maligned,  and  persecuted,  -  he  was
subsequently  glorified,  as  it  became  understood  that  he  was  a  true  disciple  of
Christ, a genuine pastor who gave his life for his people. "One must love every
person, both in his sin and in his shame! One should not confuse the individual,
who is an image of God, with the evil that is within him." Without such sentiments
it  would have been unlikely for St.  John to have been able to mollify those to
whom he reached out - the beggars of Kronstadt, most of whom had been sent out
of the capital for drunkenness and begging. Here St. John was met not only with
rudeness, but often with hostility, enmity, aggravation. St. John's patience and love
overcame everything, and the results of his spiritual labors may be seen from the
following  example,  one  of  a  great  many,  recounted  in  the  letter  of  a  simple
craftsman:

"At that time I was 22-23 years of age. Now I am an old man, but I still remember
well the first time I saw batyushka. I had a family, two children. I worked and
drank. The family went hungry. My wife quietly begged on the side. We lived in a
ramshackle hut. One day I came home not too drunk and saw a young priest sitting
inside, holding my son in his arms and saying something to him very lovingly. The
child listened to him quite intently. It seemed to me that batyushka looked like
Christ in that picture called "The Blessing of the Children." At first I wanted to
curse: why was he hanging around here?! but batyushka's loving and solemn eyes
stopped me: I felt ashamed. I lowered my eyes, while he continued to look at me,
looking straight into my soul. He began to talk. I cannot even hope to reproduce all
that he said. He spoke about my hut being like paradise, because wherever there
are children, all is light and warmth there, and that I should not trade this paradise
for the smoky atmosphere of a bar. He did not accuse me, - no, he kept excusing
me, only I did not feel like being excused! He left, while I just continued sitting
there quietly! I didn't cry, although my soul was on the brink of tears. My wife kept
looking at me! And ever since that time I became a decent man again!"

Such was the faith in Christ and the love with which St. John burned from day to
day, from year to year, without a single thought for human glory and other worldly
vanity, preaching the light yoke of Christ to hard-working and burdened people,
abnegating his  own self,  wearing himself  out  with fasting and prayer,  drawing
upon himself hostility and aggravation from envious and hardhearted people.

In addition, St. John was a wonderful preacher. He set himself the rule of reading a
sermon at every service. He did not seek eloquence, but spoke simply and often
without any special preparation. His sermons had a strong effect on the common
people. In reading these sermons in print, one is struck by their depth of thought,



extraordinary theological  learning,  and simplicity  and power  of  each word.  All
thoughts, all deeds, each minute of his life were committed by St. John to the glory
of God, so that  it  was  not  surprising that  his  sermons were endowed with the
strength of Christ.

Thus through St. John - through his prayers and fasting, through his love-filled
deeds,  and  through  his  inspired  words  -  the  light  of  Christ  illuminated  the
embittered and wretched Russian people. In turn, these wretched people were the
first witnesses of his miraculous healings. The vagrants of Kronstadt were the first
to discover St. John's holiness, but his discovery soon spread all over Russia with
the assistance of the righteous Paraskeva, who had been sent to serve God's servant
St. John, who was still hidden from the world at that time.

The gift  of miracle-working made St. John renowned far beyond the bounds of
Russia. It is totally impossible to enumerate all his miracles, a considerable number
of which concerned the poor and illiterate people, who were unable to describe or
publish what they had seen. Moreover, not all the press was sympathetic to St.
John  either.  The  atheistic  intelligentsia  and  its  press  suppressed  news  of  the
manifestations of God's power, while in 1905 they made use of the freedom of the
press  to  abuse  and  malign  St.  John.  Nevertheless,  many  of  his  miracles  were
recorded and  retained  in  memory.  The gravest  illnesses,  before  which medical
people stood in total helplessness, were healed by his prayers and placing of hands.
The healings usually took place secretly (privately), but sometimes the miracles
occurred also in the presence of a multitude of people. St. John healed all those
who appealed  to  him,  including Moslems,  Jews,  foreigners  from France,  Italy,
Switzerland, America, and other countries. There remains an exact report of St.
John's own description of his very first miracle. He described it to his fellow priests
as follows: he once received an appeal to pray for a sick person; St. John began to
pray; and, as usual, "I entrusted the sick one into God's hands, asking the Lord to
fulfill His holy will in regard to the sick person." But unexpectedly there appeared
an old woman whom St. John revered for her righteousness (this was the above-
mentioned Paraskeva) and demanded that St. John pray for the absolute healing of
the  sick  person.  "I  remember  that  I  felt  almost  scared  then,"  said  St.  John.  "I
thought to myself: how can I have such daring? However, the old woman insisted
and believed in the power of my prayer. Then I confessed my lowliness and my
sinfulness before the Lord, saw God's will in this matter, and began to plead for the
sick person to be healed. He became well! Another time the healing occurred again
after my prayers. Then I saw in these two cases the direct will  of God, a new
obedience for me from God - to pray for all those who would ask it of me!”

From the lives of the saints we know that the gift of miracle-working was given by
God to His saints as a reward for their great labors, their prayerful endeavors, their



fasting, deeds of love, compassion. We have seen that each day in the life of St.
John was a day of great spiritual labor. And for this the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom
he served so faithfully and zealously, glorified him.

St. John spent almost 25 years in his spiritual labors known only to the common
people of the city of Kronstadt and partially St. Petersburg. He performed his labor
of love and his service to the Heavenly King with humility and meekness. And it
was not he, the ascetic who had given up the world and his own self, who needed
glory. "Not to us, not to us, Lord, but to Thy name give glory." By God's special
providence  and  through  the  previously-mentioned  righteous  Paraskeva  the
glorification of St. John and the revelation of Christ's luminary to all of Russia
took place. The Lord appointed St. John to be not only the pastor of Kronstadt, but
of all of Russia.

The entire believing part of Russia streamed to the miracle-worker. This glory,
which to many seemed enviable, was a new and very onerous burden for St. John.
Formerly, he himself used to go out to people solely within the bounds of his city.
Some small freedom of movement and unrestricted time remained. Thus, for over
20 years St. John taught the Law of God in the city schools. Now even this small
iota of freedom disappeared. Thousands of people from all ends of Russia daily
arrived  in  Kronstadt,  seeking  help  from St.  John;  he  received  an  even  greater
number of letters and telegrams. It was physically impossible for one person to
cope with such a number of requests; the need arose for having secretaries, the
teaching of the Law of God had to be ceased, necessity dictated the institution of
general confession as a rule and private ones as an exception.

In this manner the second part of St. John's life and pastoral activity outwardly
differed considerably from the first. Let us look closely at how St. John now spent
his time, in order to understand the burden and the majesty of his spiritual labor.
St. John got up at 3 A.M. and prepared for serving the matins in the cathedral. For
a brief while he took a turn around the garden of his parish house, praying silently.
Around 4 A.M. he went off to the cathedral. At the gates of his house he was met
by a waiting crowd of pilgrims. He could speak individually with only a few of
them. The majority were content to just receive his blessing, kiss the hand of the
miracle-worker, touch his garments, catch his luminous gaze. At the cathedral St.
John was met by hundreds of local beggars, to whom he gave charity according to
established  custom.  At  4:00  began  the  matins,  which  St.  John  served  without
curtailing a single hymn and read all the canons himself. Before the beginning of
the liturgy there was confession. Afterwards, without leaving the church, St. John
began to serve the liturgy. The cathedral, which could hold up to 5,000 people, was
usually full of the faithful, so that communion took a long time, and the liturgy
never ended before 12 noon. During the service letters and telegrams were brought



to St. John straight into the altar, and he immediately read them and prayed over
them. After the service, surrounded by thousands of the faithful, St. John left the
cathedral  and  went  to  St.  Petersburg  in  response  to  summons  from  countless
numbers of sick people, from whom he returned home not earlier than 12 midnight,
sometimes catching an hour of sleep on the train. And at 3 A.M. he got up again.
Many nights St. John did not go to sleep at all (he prayed instead), yet no one ever
saw him tired or drowsy. If we think carefully about the manner of life that was led
by St. John, we will readily understand that only by God's miracle could one live
and work thus for decades. Such a life and such labors were above human powers;
they were supernatural. Only earthly angels and celestial humans, as it is said of
saints, can live like that.

In spite of being so busy, St. John found time to keep a spiritual diary, wherein he
recorded on a  daily  basis  all  the thoughts  that  came to him during prayer and
contemplation, as a result of the grace-filled illumination of his soul by the Holy
Spirit. These thoughts filled up an entire wonderful book, published under the title
"My Life in Christ." This book represents a true spiritual treasure-trove and will for
all ages remain a witness to how the great saint lived and how should live all those
who wish not only to be called, but actually be, Christians. The basic idea of all of
St. John's writings is the need to have sincere and ardent faith in God and to live
according to faith, the need for constant battle against passions and vices, and the
need  to  be  loyal  to  the  faith  and  the  Orthodox  Church  as  the  only  source  of
salvation.

For  his  native  land  Russia  St.  John  was  like  a  thundering  prophet  of  God  -
preaching truth, denouncing lies, summoning to repentance, and forecasting God's
imminent vengeance for sin and apostasy. Being himself an image of meekness
and humility, love for every person, irrespective of nationality or religion, St. John
adopted an attitude of great indignation towards those godless, materialistic, and
liberal  trends,  which  subverted  the  faith  of  the  Russian  people  and  sabotaged
Russia's thousand-year-old government. Subsequent events of the bloody Russian
Revolution and the triumph of the godless and inhumane Bolshevism showed how
right was the great saint of the Russian land in his warnings and prophetic visions.

St. John stayed in Livadia during the last days of the life of Emperor Alexander III,
and the Sovereign's very repose took place in his presence. The ailing Sovereign
met St. John with the words: "I dared not invite you on my own. Thank you for
coming. Please pray for me. I am quite ill." This was on October 12, 1984. After
the Sovereign prayed on his knees together with St. John, there was a considerable
amelioration in the Emperor's condition. This continued for 5 days; on October
17th things got worse again. In the last hours of his life the Sovereign said to St.



John: "You are a holy man. You are a righteous man. This is why the Russian
people love you." "Yes," said St. John, "your people love me."

Together with glory and honor, large sums of money flowed to St. John for the
purpose  of  charity.  The amounts  of  these  monetary  sums  may  be  judged only
approximately,  since  St.  John  immediately  gave  everything  away.  Only  postal
receipts  were  recorded.  According to  people  close  to  St.  John,  a  good million
rubles a year passed through his hands. He took in with one hand and gave out with
the other. There were cases like the following: once, in the midst of a huge crowd,
St.  John  received  a  packet  from  a  merchant's  hands  and  without  opening  it,
immediately passed it into an outstretched hand of a beggar. The merchant became
agitated:  "Batyushka,  there  are  a  thousand  rubles  there!"  -  "His  luck,"  calmly
replied St. John. Sometimes, however, he refused to accept donations from certain
people. There is the well-known case where he did not accept 30,000 rubles from a
wealthy widow. This case was a prime example of St. John's clairvoyance, since
the woman had gotten this money in a tainted manner, for which she subsequently
repented.

St. John did a great many charitable deeds with these donations. He daily fed a
thousand beggars. In Kronstadt he set up a House of Industry, comprising a school,
a church, workshops, and an orphanage. In his native village he founded a convent
and built a stone church, and in St. Petersburg, on Karpovka Street, he founded
another convent (in which he was later buried).

Having attained a high level of prayerful contemplation and impassivity, St. John
calmly accepted and put on the rich vestments presented to him by his venerators,
since these vestments were for the glory of God and not his own. Moreover, they
even served to conceal his spiritual feats. But the donations he received he gave
away to the very last penny.

St. John reposed on December 20, 1908, having foretold the day of his death. Tens
of thousands of people attended his funeral, and a multitude of miracles occurred at
his tomb, both then and in the times that followed. 

His  was  a  truly  extraordinary  funeral.  Throughout  the  entire  expanse  from
Kronstadt to Oranienbaum and from the Baltic train station in St. Petersburg to the
St.  John monastery  one could  see  crowds of  weeping people:  "Batyushka,  our
batyushka, wherefore are you leaving us?" - desperately cried the common people.
The people's tears at the funeral were so bitter and sincere, that at times even the
singers of  the Pavlov Life-Guards regiment  could not  refrain from crying.  The
mournful ringing of the bells, the quiet flickering of the candles in the gathering
darkness of the foggy St. Petersburg evening, the singing of the funereal canon,



and the tears of the people - all merged into a majestic and mighty accord that will
long not be forgotten by witnesses of this event.

Never before was there an occasion where such a multidinous crowd of people was
struck by the sorrow of a common loss. St. Petersburg remembers the ten thousand
people  attending  the  funeral  of  Emperor  Alexander  II,  remembers  the  thirty
thousand people at Dostoyevsky's funeral, but the multitude of sorrowing Orthodox
people  (not  less  than  sixty  thousand  )  that  were  present  at  the  funeral  of  the
Kronstadt pastor - that is an unprecedented event, the like of which no one can
remember. Thus Russia bid farewell to the pastor who himself was the image of
the people's goodness, the people's conscience, the people's faith!

What does the life of St. John of Kronstadt teach us? Truly it was a great sign of
the times, sent to Russia on the eve of its unimaginable catastrophe. In the person
of St. John, as in a droplet of water, was reflected the sun of the great soul of the
Russian people:  unshakeable  faith  in  Christ,  simplicity,  humility,  meekness.  St.
John  came  from  the  common  people  and  retained  this  simplicity  of  origin,
simultaneously uniting with it a great mind and a wide array of knowledge. St.
John was truly an image of the multi-million Russian people, a mirror reflecting
the bright characteristics of Holy Russia. In him were merged and reflected the
feelings of tsar and peasant, merchant and nobleman, rich man and beggar, - all
those  who  embraced  in  their  heart  the  commandments  of  Christ.  (from
johnsanidopoulos.com) 
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In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter  & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  &  Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von Ronne,  Anne Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Joe & Darlene
Waters,  Christine,  Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn.  Nectarios  &  Ia,  the  Syrian  Christians
displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and
those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)


