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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM 
Saturday: Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM

 Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM
*Please note that attendance is currently limited by restrictions dictated

by local response to the COVID-19 pandemic; if you are currently not
assigned to an attendance group, please contact

outreach@apostlethomas.org for information on when you may attend.

December 27, 2020 | Sunday After Nativity – Joseph the
Betrothed, Prophet-King David, James the Brother of the

Lord | Apostle, Protomartyr & Archdeacon Stephen
On the Sunday after the Birth of Christ, we commemorate the Holy and Righteous
Joseph the Betrothed, James the Brother of God, and David the Prophet and King.

I honor Joseph the betrothed of the Virgin, as her sole elected guardian.

Who will I declare, as a witness before the Lord, David being found of His own
heart?

You were not only a carpenter's child, but the brother of the Lord, who built all
things by His word, blessed one.

David the Prophet and King was the son of Jesse. He was taught the Law of the
Lord by the Prophet Nathan from Gibeah, who prophesied for forty years, which
was 999 years before the advent of Christ.  Nathan foreknew that David wanted to
transgress the Law of the Lord, and commit adultery with Bathsheba.  As he made
haste to go and tell him of his  future sin, he was hindered in this by the envious
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devil in the following manner.  By the road he found a dead man who had been
murdered  lying naked,  and he remained  there  to  bury  him.   During that  time,
Davidcommitted the sin. Knowing this, Nathan returned to his home weeping and
in sorrow. When David killed Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba, the Lord sent the
Prophet Nathan to him in order to rebuke him. David repented and wept much for
these two sins, and after he grew very old he died and was buried with his fathers.

Regarding Joseph the Betrothed and his son James the Brother of God, everyone
knows, as we learn of them in the divine Scriptures. Their Synaxis takes place in
the Great  Church,  and in  the apostolic  Temple  of  the Holy Apostle  James  the
Brother  of  God,  within  the  revered  home  of  the  Most  Holy  Theotokos  in
Chalkoprateia. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

The  blessed  Protomartyr  and  Archdeacon  Stephen,  when  there  was  a
discussion taking place between Jews and Sadducees and Pharisees and Greeks
regarding our Lord Jesus Christ, and some said He was a prophet, while others said
He was a deceiver, and yet others said He was the Son of God; as this discussion
was  taking  place,  the  renowned  Stephen  stood  up  at  a  high  place,  and  he
proclaimed our Lord Jesus Christ to everyone, saying: "Men and brethren, why has
your wickedness increased, and all of Jerusalem is troubled? Blessed is the man
who has not received into his heart hesitation towards Jesus Christ. For He is the
One who bent the heavens, and came down for our sins, and was born of the Holy
Virgin who was pure and chosen from before the foundation of  the world.  He
received  our  infirmities,  and  took  on  our  sicknesses.  He  made  the  blind  see,
cleansed lepers, and removed demons from the demon possessed."  

When the Jews heard this, they brought him to the tribunal before the high priests.
Being unable to withstand his wisdom and his power of the Holy Spirit by which
the divine Stephen spoke, they presented false witnesses against the Apostle, who
testified saying: "We heard him speak blasphemy against Jerusalem, and against
the divine law." He went on to say everything else that is recorded in the sacred
Acts of the Apostles in the seventh chapter. Then all those who sat in judgment
turned their eyes towards Stephen, and they beheld his face to be so radiant, that
his face resembled that of an Angel. Unable to endure the shame, they had him
stoned, and he prayed for them saying: "Lord do not weigh this sin against them."
Saying this, he reposed.  

Since the Protomartyr by his customary fall toppled his opponent the devil, and his
corpse was seen to be magnificent and extraordinary, having reposed in the sweet
sleep of martyrdom, his sacred body was taken by pious men, and put in a coffin
made of persea wood. Having sealed it, they placed it beside the Temple. Then the
teacher  of  the  law Gamaliel  and his  son Abelbus  believed in  Christ  and  were



baptized  by  the  Apostles.  The  Synaxis  of  Saint  Stephen  is  celebrated  in  his
martyric Temple, which is situated near the place called Konstantiana. It should be
noted that  Saint  Stephen was stoned three years  after  the Ascension of  Christ,
according to the most precise chronologies. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19
BRETHREN, I make known to you that the gospel which was preached by me is
not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it
came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my former
conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried
to destroy it.  And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in
my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the
Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw none of the other apostles except James,
the Lord’s brother.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 2:13-23
At that time, when the magi had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to
Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child
to destroy Him.”  When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night
and departed for Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt
I called My Son.”

Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry;  and  he  sent  forth  and  put  to  death  all  the  male  children  who  were  in
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the
time which he had determined from the wise men.  Then was fulfilled what was
spoken  by  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  saying:   “A  voice  was  heard  in  Ramah,
lamentation,  weeping,  and  great  mourning,  Rachel  weeping  for  her  children,
refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.”

Now when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to
Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go to
the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life are dead.”  Then he
arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel.  But



when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod,
he was afraid to go there.  And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside
into the region of Galilee.  And he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it
might  be  fulfilled  which  was  spoken  by  the  prophets,  “He  shall  be  called  a
Nazarene.”  

A Word From the Holy Fathers
When God became known to us in the flesh, He neither received the passions of
human  nature,  nor  did  the  Virgin  Mary  suffer  pain,  nor  was  the  Holy  Spirit
diminished in any way, nor  was the power  of  the Most  High set  aside  in any
manner, and all this was because all was accomplished by the Holy Spirit. thus the
power of the Most High was not abased, and the child was born with no damage
whatsoever to the mother’s virginity.

 – St. Gregory of Nyssa, Against Eunomius II

Also Commemorated Today:  St. Theodore the Branded
Saint Theodore the Confessor, and his brother Theophanes (October 11) were born
in Jerusalem of Christian parents. From early childhood Theodore shunned childish
amusements  and  loved  to  attend  church  services.  With  his  younger  brother
Theophanes (October 11), he was sent to the Lavra of Saint Sava to be educated by
a pious priest. Both brothers became monks, and Saint Theodore was ordained to
the holy priesthood. 
The iconoclast emperor Leo V the Armenian (813-820) expelled and replaced the
pious ruler Michael I Rhangabe (811-813). In the beginning, Leo concealed his
heretical  views,  but  later  declared  himself  an  iconoclast.  The  Patriarch  of
Jerusalem  sent  the  two  brothers  to  Constantinople  to  defend  the  holy  icons.
Theodore  refuted  Leo’s  arguments,  proving  the  falseness  of  his  beliefs.  Leo
ordered that both brothers be beaten mercilessly, and then had them sent into exile,
forbidding anyone to help them in any way. 
Under the subsequent emperors, Michael II (820-829), and particularly under the
iconoclast  Theophilus (829-842),  both brothers  returned from exile.  Again they
were urged to accept iconoclasm, but they bravely endured all the tortures. They
were sent into exile once more, but later returned.  This time they were subjected to
fierce torture, and finally, their faces were branded with the verses of a poem which
mocked the holy confessors. Therefore, the brothers were called “the Branded.”
The city prefect asked Saint Theodore to take communion with the iconoclasts just
once, promising him freedom if he did. But the holy martyr replied, “Your proposal
is  the same as saying:  ‘Let  me cut  off  your  head once,  and then you may go
wherever you wish.’”  After torture the holy brothers were banished to Apamea in



Bithynia,  where  Saint  Theodore  died  around  the  year  840.  Saint  Theophanes
survived until the end of the iconoclast heresy, and died as Bishop of Nicea. Saint
Theophanes was author of many writings in defense of Orthodoxy. The relics of
Saint Theodore were transferred to Chalcedon, where they worked many healings.
(from oca.org) 

                       Anniversaries:  
                            George & Voula Chrisovergis 16th 

                 Mark & Karen Blaydoe 18th    Norman & Tina Harris 20th

                   Birthdays:
Amira Madison 3rd Luke Connour 3rd Addison Robinson 3rd

Anne Rosario 13th Andrew McNeil 17th Dana Dewey 22nd

Katerina Dewey 29th Anastasia Kopan 29th  

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter  & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  &  Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von Ronne,  Anne Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Joe & Darlene
Waters,  Christine,  Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn.  Nectarios  &  Ia,  the  Syrian  Christians
displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and
those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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