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Wed: Moleben to the Theotokos 6:00 AM
Friday: Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM 
Saturday: Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
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February 21, 2021 | Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee
History of the Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee by John Sanidopoulos

As we enter the period of the Triodion, which is the three week preparatory period
leading up to Great Lent, it is important to remember from a historical perspective
that the reason it exists is because as the history of the Church developed over the
centuries, so did its feasts and commemorations and the meanings behind them. In
the  early  centuries  of  the  Church,  the  Sundays  of  Great  Lent  were  primarily
associated with the Gospel  Reading of the day, which were meant  to catechize
especially the catechumens who were preparing for Holy Baptism around Easter
time. This is why before the seventh century, the Third Sunday of Great Lent was
dedicated  to  the  Parable  of  the  Publican  and  the  Pharisee.  This  all  changed
however in the seventh century, when in 614 the Persian king Chosroes II sacked
Jerusalem and took, along with the spoils,  the relic of the True Cross.   It  was
recovered fourteen years later by Emperor Heraclius II who defeated the Persians
and in the spring of 629 personally carried it back to Jerusalem. The return of the
True Cross to the Church of Jerusalem by the Emperor considerably enhanced the
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veneration of the Holy Cross, which eventually resulted in placing its veneration at
the Third Sunday of Great Lent, since catechumens were becoming more rare at
that time. Another reason the Third Sunday of Great Lent was dedicated to the
Holy  Cross  was  because  on March  6th  the  Church  celebrated  the  Finding the
Honorable Cross by Saint Helen, but because it usually landed on a fasting day it
could not  be properly celebrated,  so it  was given a permanent  placement  on a
Sunday  in  Great  Lent  when  it  could  be  properly  celebrated.  Today  only  the
Doxastikon of  the  Praises  during Matins  and many  Idiomela  remind  us  of  the
Publican and the Pharisee on the Third Sunday of Great Lent.

Since the Gospel Reading also was replaced on the Third Sunday of Great Lent to
focus more on the Cross, it was decided to move the Gospel Reading of the Parable
of the Publican and the Pharisee to the fourth Sunday preceding Great Lent, as a
lesson to be learned before entering the forty day fast. When exactly this was done
is not clear, but it must have been in the seventh century, perhaps beginning in the
Church of Jerusalem and eventually becoming universal by the tenth century. The
Triodion hymns for the most part as we have them today were organized by Studite
monks in ninth century Constantinople, drawing on hymns from hymnographers of
Jerusalem from the seventh and eighth century (such as John of Damascus and his
brother Kosmas the Melodist),  with slight developments up until  the fourteenth
century, when the Sunday of Saint Gregory Palamas was added for the Second
Sunday of Great Lent (which until the sixth century was dedicated to the Parable of
the Prodigal Son, and was replaced by the Healing of the Paralyzed Man until the
fourteenth century). By placing the Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee at the
first Sunday of the Triodion period, the Church is trying to teach us the value of
humility and to not merely trust in our own fasting and good works to gain mercy
and favor from God. This is why the week following the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee is a fast-free week, as St. Cyril of Alexandria writes, "for what
profit is there in fasting twice a week, if in so doing it serves only as a pretext for
ignorance and vanity, and if it makes you arrogant, haughty and selfish?" 

Synaxarion for the Triodion

With God on this present day we begin the Triodion, the hymns of which were
composed by many of our holy and God-bearing Fathers,  inspired by the Holy
Spirit according to their worthiness. The first of all was the great author Kosmas of
Maiuma, who composed the three odes (symbolic of the Holy and Life-Creating
Trinity) for the Great and Holy Week of the Passion of our Lord and God and
Savior  Jesus  Christ.  After  him  others  of  the  Fathers,  including  Theodore  and
Joseph  of  the  Studite  Monastery,  following  his  zealous  example,  arranged  the
services of the other weeks of the Holy and Great Forty-day Fast, reserving them at
first  for  the  use  of  the  Studite  Monastery.  Furthermore  they  composed  and



arranged  hymns,  seeking  them  and  collecting  them  from  other  books  of  the
Fathers.  Since,  according  to  the  Triodion,  Sunday,  the  celebration  of  the
Resurrection, is the first day of the week as well as the last or eighth day,  they
prescribed the first canticle of the canon to be sung on the second day of the week,
Monday.  The second canticle was prescribed for Tuesday, the third day of the
week, the third canticle for Wednesday, the fourth canticle for Thursday, the fifth
canticle for Friday, and the sixth and seventh canticles for Saturday. The rest, the
eighth and ninth canticles, are prescribed for every day.

It must be known, however, that although it is called the Triodion, it does have
services with other than three-canticle canons. It is so named because the majority
of the services have three canticle canons, especially during Holy Week. For it was
our Holy Fathers' idea that through the entire Triodion would be commemorated in
a concise form all God's benefits to us from the beginning, using it as a reminder
for all of us that we were created by Him, and were exiled from Paradise through
the tasting of the fruit, rejecting the commandment that was given to us for our
knowledge, and we were cast out through the envy of the arch villain serpent and
enemy, who was made to crawl for his arrogance. That we remained cut off from
the benefits of Paradise and were led by the devil. That the Son and Word of God,
having suffered in His mercy, bowing the heavens, descended and made His abode
in the Virgin and became man for our sake, showing us through His life the ascent
into the heavens, through humility first of all then fasting and the rejection of evil
and  through  His  other  deeds.  That  He  suffered  and  rose  from  the  dead  and
ascended once more into heaven, and He sent down the Holy Spirit upon His holy
disciples and Apostles, who all proclaimed Him to be the Son of God and the most
perfect God. And that once more the divine Apostles acted through the grace of the
most Holy Spirit and gathered all the saints from the ends of the earth through their
preaching, filling the world on high, which was the intention of the Creator from
the beginning

Now the purpose of  the Triodion intended by the Holy Fathers  on these  three
present feasts of the Publican and the Pharisee, the Prodigal Son, and the Second
Coming is a kind of preparatory lesson and stimulation to prepare ourselves for the
spiritual labors of the Fast, having put aside our usual corrupt habits. First of all
they present to us the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee, and they call the
week following precursory. For those who desire to go off to do military battle,
first ascertain the time of the battle from the leaders, so that having cleaned and
polished  their  weapons,  and preparing  well  all  their  other  matters,  and  having
removed all obstacles from their path, they earnestly go forth to their labors, taking
the  necessary  supplies.  Often  before  battle  they  tell  anecdotes  and  tales  and
parables to incite their hearts to zeal, driving off idleness, fear, despair and other



inadequate feelings. So the divine Fathers herald the coming fast against the armies
of demons as a passion which holds fast  our  souls  to  cleanse  ourselves of  the
poison accumulated over a long period of time. Not yet possessing those benefits,
let us strive to obtain them, and arming ourselves properly, so let us set off to the
labors of the Fast.

Now the  first  weapon  among  the  virtues  is  repentance  and  humility.  And  the
temptation to attain the greatest  humility  is pride and arrogance.  So they place
before us first of all this present trustworthy parable from the Divine Gospel. It
encourages us to shun the desire for the pride and arrogance of the Pharisee, and to
cultivate the opposite desire of the Publican  for humility and repentance.  For the
greatest and most grievous passion is pride and arrogance, since this is how the
Devil fell from the heavens before the morning star and was cast into darkness.
Because of this Adam, the father of our race, was driven from Paradise through
partaking of the fruit.

Through this  example  the  Holy  Fathers  encourage all  not  to  be proud of  their
successes, but always to be humble.  For the Lord sets Himself against the proud,
but He gives grace to the humble. Better a man who has sinned, if he knows that he
has sinned and repents, than a man who has not sinned and thinks of himself as
righteous. For Christ said, "I say to you that the Publican went down to his house
justified rather than the Pharisee." This parable reveals that no one should exalt
himself, even though he has done good deeds, but rather should always be humble
and pray from his heart to God, for even if he should fall into the most serious sin,
salvation is not far off.  Through the prayers of all Your holy hymnographers, O
Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-15
My  son  Timothy,  you  have  carefully  followed  my  doctrine,  manner  of  life,
purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, persecutions,  afflictions, which
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured.
And out of them all the Lord delivered me.  Yes, and all who desire to live godly in
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.  But evil men and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being deceived.  But you must continue in the things
which  you  have  learned  and  been  assured  of,  knowing  from whom you  have
learned them, and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.



Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 18:10-14
The  Lord  said  this  parable,  "Two men  went  up  to  the  temple  to  pray,  one  a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself,  ‘God, I  thank You that  I  am not like other  men—extortioners,  unjust,
adulterers, or even as this tax collector.  I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that
I possess.’  And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his
eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!’  I tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Virtue can lift up and restore those fallen into the depths of evil, and easily lead
them to God by repentance and humility.  Here is an example and a clear proof.
The publican, as a publican, dwells in the depths of sin.  All he has in common
with those who live virtuously is one short utterance, but he finds relief, is lifted up
and rises above every evil.  He is numbered with the company of the righteous,
justified by the impartial  Judge Himself.   If  the Pharisee is  condemned by his
speech, it is because, as a Pharisee, he thinks himself somebody, although he is not
really righteous, and utters many arrogant words which provoke God's anger with
their every syllable.

Why does humility lead up to the heights of righteousness, whereas self-conceit
leads down to the depths of sin?  Because anybody who thinks he is something
great, even before God, is rightly abandoned by God, as one who thinks that he
does not need His help.  Anybody who despises himself, on the other hand, and
relies on mercy from above, wins God's sympathy, help and grace.  As it says,
“The Lord resists the proud, but he gives grace to the lowly” Prv. 3:34)....

The Pharisee and the publican went up in to the Temple,  both with the aim of
praying.  But the Pharisee brought himself down after going up, defeating his aim
by the way he prayed.  Both had the same aim in going up, both went up to pray,
but they prayed in opposite ways.  One made the ascent broken and contrite, for he
had learned from the psalmist and prophet that “a broken and a contrite heart, O
God,  you  will  not  despise”  (Ps.  50:17)....  The  Pharisee,  by  contrast,  goes  up
bloated with pretensions to justify himself in the presence of God, although all our
righteousness is like a filthy rag before Him.                     

– St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 2 On the Publican and Pharisee



                  Space is limited!  Please register by March 21.                                   



February 19, 2021                                                                                         
Protocol No. 5/2021 

Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Dear Very Reverend Protopresbyters, Very Reverend and Reverend Fathers, Diocesan 
Faithful, and Campers, 

I hope and pray you and your families are doing well. 

Our Camping Season at Camp Nazareth is just around the corner, so to speak. We are 
looking forward to the Summer and are hopeful that we will be able to proceed with our 
in-person Camping Program. The Camp Staff is preparing for a Summer AT Camp. 

However, while we are planning for in-person Summer Camp right now, we also 
continue to assess whether or not in-person Summer Camp can and should occur as it has 
in the past. The answer to that will take work, time and study. I am grateful that year-
after-year you entrust the Camp with the care of your children. We take that trust 
seriously. Camp 2021 will be no exception. 

The Camp Staff and I continue to consult with the Camp’s Medical Staff and pay close 
attention to the current information and research regarding the Coronavirus. We continue 
to talk with and learn from the American Camp Association and the Association of Camp
Nursing, as well as the CDC and our local Health Department. We continue to review 
and revise our communicable disease plan, our kitchen and facility procedures, and our 
programming plan to reflect the most current information we have to ensure we are doing
everything we can to make Camp a great experience this Summer for our kids. While we 
work through this process to have in-person Camp, we are also evaluating whether or not 
we can and should have Camp as we have in the past. 

I ask for your prayers and patience. I am as eager as you are to return to our “slice of 
Paradise”. We are working toward this goal. Pray that God would guide us. 

We will continue to keep you informed of any new information and developments as they
relate to Camp. 

With blessing I remain, Working in His Vineyard, 

+ Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa            



Also Commemorated Today: Ven. Timothy of Symboloi
Our venerable father Timothy was an Italian by descent and became a monk at an
early age. He is said to have lived an ascetic life at the Monastery of Symboloi
(Symbola)  at  Mount  Olympus.  There  Saint  Timothy  was the  disciple  of  Monk
Theosteriktos together with his fellow pupil Saint Plato (Apr. 4), who went on to
become the abbot of the neighboring Sakkoudion Monastery.

Saint Timothy was known for abiding in desolate places, which is why he came to
be known as the "desert-dweller". There he mortified his flesh and the impulses of
the passions with great discipline and intense prayer. He was a pure vessel of the
Holy Spirit, who never wished to even gaze at a woman's face lest he should suffer
harm therefrom. For his purity and faith he was accounted worthy to receive the
gift  of working miraculous cures of  every disease,  and was given the grace to
dispel  demons  from people.   Despite  his  isolation  from people,  Saint  Timothy
loved people. By means of prayer he healed a woman troubled with barrenness. He
gave  alms,  protected  the  orphans,  defended  the  widows,  showed  kindness  to
strangers, and bestowed food and clothing to the needy. Throughout his life he
strove and achieved the summit of goodness, purity and innocence.

Having struggled in the time of Iconoclasm, Saint Timothy was also a defender and
sufferer  for  Orthodoxy,  confessing  before  the  impious  his  veneration  of  Holy
Icons.  Saint  Theophanes  chants  in  the  Canon  he  composed  in  honor  of  Saint
Timothy,  that  he  "underwent  the  trial  of  scourges  of  those  who  denied  the
dispensation  of  Christ  towards  us."   Having  attained  spiritual  perfection,  he
reposed in peace in deep old age (c. 795). Saint  Theophanes reports that  Saint
Timothy's "honorable reliquary pours forth a torrent of healings." His relics likely
rested in the Monastery of Symboloi.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)   

St. Eustathios, Archbishop of Antioch
Eustathios  the  divine  Confessor  lived  during  the  reign  of  the  first  Christian
emperor  Constantine  the  Great  (306-337).  He was from Side in  Pamphylia,  as
Jerome says in his "On Ecclesiastical Writers". Niketas says he was from Philippi
in Macedonia. This Saint was a teacher, and sent by the wisdom of his words the
rays  of  Orthodoxy  throughout  the  ecumene.  Before  becoming  Archbishop  of
Antioch he was the Bishop of Beroea (Aleppo) in Syria.  He was also present at the
First Ecumenical Synod of Nicaea, which gathered in 325 (where  he was elevated
to  Archbishop  of  Antioch),  keeping  the  dogma  of  piety  and  Orthodoxy,  while
rebuking and overturning the Arians. These mindless ones had introduced a cutting
and division into the one nature of  the Holy Trinity,  calling the Son of God a
creature, and dividing Him from the essence and honor and worthiness with His
consubstantial Father.



Therefore through his divinely-inspired boldness, and through the zeal he had on
behalf of the Orthodox faith, Eusebius of Nicomedia and Theognis of Nicaea and
Eusebius of Caesarea, together with all those who were in communion with the
Arian  blasphemy,  or  we  should  say  unbelief,  slandered  him.  Thus  under  the
pretense of going to Jerusalem, they went to Antioch, and gathered an assembly to
depose the Saint. To make it appear as if they deposed him for a sensible reason,
what did the cunning ones fabricate? They gave large gifts to a prostitute who had
a  newborn  child,  and  they  persuaded  her  to  speak  falsehood,  saying  that  she
conceived the child with the Saint. Therefore the prostitute came to the assembly
with that child, and she slandered the Saint saying that by him did she receive and
conceive the child.  Those treacherous Hierarchs sought no other testimony, but
only  gave  the  oath  to  the  woman  and  this  was  enough  for  them,  so  they
immediately crafted the deposition of the Saint. He was also accused of being a
Sabellian.  And not only this, but they persuaded the emperor (namely Constantine
the Great) to exile the Saint. 

Upon his exile, he went to Traianopolis in Thrace in either 329 or 330.  Thus the
blessed Eustathios went to Philippi through Thrace, and there his life came to an
end.  His deposition caused a schism in the Church of Antioch that was not healed
until  414.  Thirty  years  after  his  exile,  in  360,  he  reposed  in  peace.  John
Chrysostom calls him a "Martyr", while Michael Syngellos (ca. 761-846) calls him
"the foremost of the Fathers of Nicaea."  A hundred years later, during the reign of
Emperor Zeno (474-491) in the year 477, his holy relic was translated and brought
to Antioch. Then the population spilled out of the city to a distance of eighteen
miles, and reverently received him with hymns and lights and incense. This Saint
was also honored with an encomium by the divine John Chrysostom. It is said that
the woman who slandered the great Eustathios, fell to a crushing illness. Wherefore
she confessed that she unjustly accused and slandered the Saint, and revealed the
names of the Arian Hierarchs,  who persuaded her with money to speak of this
slander about the Saint, and to deceptively take an oath. She also said, that the
newborn child she had conceived with a coppersmith, whose name was Eustathios.
(adapted from johnsanidopoulos.com) 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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http://www.acrod.org/


In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter  & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  &  Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von Ronne,  Anne Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider, Joe & Darlene
Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall, Nathaniel, Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the Syrian Christians
displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, and
those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)


