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Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 
Meeting with the Samaritan Woman By Prof. George Mantzaridis 

Any encounter with Christ astonishes people. If you're not astonished, you should 
ask yourself whether you actually encountered Christ, if you really felt His 
presence. This astonishment isn't inexplicable, nor absurd, but rather it's 
understandable and rational. It's something that occurs when the natural meets the 
supernatural, the relative meets the absolute and the transitory meets the eternal. 
When people who are overcome with the fear of death meet the Lord of Life, when 
the creature gazes upon its Creator, the relationship is incommensurate, unexpected 
surprises occur. And these surprises become all the more moving when the Lord 
humbles Himself before His creation, in order to serve it. Indeed, the surprises here 
aren't restricted to the general nature of things, but also extend to their particular 
details.

In the encounter with the Samaritan woman, the first surprise is the dialogue itself 
which develops between them. Christ addresses the Samaritan woman and asks for 
some water to drink. She's surprised and asks, 'How is it that you, a Jew, are asking 
me for water to drink, when I'm a Samaritan woman. Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans'. The surprise is twofold, or rather manifold. How is it that a Jew, Jesus,

mailto:fredgington@gmail.com


should  address  a  person  from  Samaria?  Even  more  so,  why  should  he  be
conversing with a woman, particularly one who has a chequered past, as He knows
full well. And finally, how is it that this woman uncovers the most profound truth
of  the  Messianic  message?   Any  surprise  we  experience  is  always  due  to  an
encounter with something new, to the manifestation of some reality, some person,
some truth that we hadn't known till then. In other words, it's due to some sort of
revelation. This is also what we notice in the case of the meeting we're examining.

The Samaritan woman is surprised at the presence of a Jew, who breaks down the
barriers of non-communication with her people and begins a conversation with her.
He asks her for some water to drink. Before she can recover from this surprise,
she's faced with another one, even greater. She hears that the person who's asked
for water is in the position of offering 'living water' Himself. This surprise wasn't
caused by any new revelation, however, but by the fact that it puzzled her. 'Sir', she
says, 'you haven't even got a bucket and the well's very deep. Where will you got
this living water from?'

'Living water' means running water. Water in a well isn't running. Therefore it's not
'living water'. But this isn't what puzzles the Samaritan woman; she's still thinking
about the water in the well. Her mind's not on any running water. And it if it had
been, she still wouldn't  have understood what Christ  was talking about. On the
other hand, when He said 'living water', Christ didn't mean some running water that
slakes bodily thirst for a short time, but water that creates within people a never-
failing source of eternal life. Water that does away with death.

Thinking she'd understood Christ's words, the Samaritan woman asks Him to give
her this magic water, so as to free her from the wearisome task of fetching water.
'Sir', she says, 'give me this water, so that I won't be thirsty and won't have to come
here  to  carry  water'.  The  woman  thought  she'd  found  an  easy  answer  to  her
problem. Christ had spoken to her about water that welled up in people and became
a source of eternal life. She imagined natural water, that she'd drink once and then
would never feel thirsty again, nor need to go to the well for water.

As long as people restrict themselves to worldly affairs,  they can't  comprehend
eternal, transcendent truths. They can be surprised, be puzzled or amazed. They
can even expect  magical  solutions.  But they remain locked into the perceptible
world,  bound  by  direct  physical  contact.  They  deal  with  routine,  everyday
problems. Their minds go no further than that. Their spiritual senses don't function.
Even  if  they  hear  about  something  that  transcends  direct  sensation,  something
beyond the things of this world, they conceive of it in terms of the senses and in a
worldly manner. They do, indeed, have questions, they experience surprises and
receive  revelations,  but  they  still  function  within  space  and  time.  They  think,
comprehend and live in subjection to the law of death and corruption.

 



The obstacle  which hinders and halts  people's  every  thought  and action,  every
surprise they experience or revelation they are granted, is the hurdle of death. No
revelation,  no  invention,  no  art  or  philosophy  can  break  through  this  barrier.
Everything that is known or available to us lies 'this side' of the confines of death.
Death isn't transcended by logic or argument, by science or magic. All of these
serve worldly purposes.  Death is transcended by a miracle, by the greatest miracle
of all,  the Resurrection.  This  is  why Christ's  resurrection is  the most  profound
revelation, or, to be more precise, the only true revelation, because it opens up an
entirely new reality for us. This is why every one of Christ's miracles is a sign, that
is,  an  arrow  pointing  us  'beyond'  the  purlieus  of  death  and  corruption,  to
resurrection and eternity.

While the Samaritan woman was talking to Christ, she basically didn't understand
what he was saying. He was talking on the level of eternal life. She automatically
transferred what she heard to the level of this transitory life. There was no meeting
point. This point was created through a 'sign'- a miracle- that Christ revealed to her.
He said, 'Go and fetch your husband and come back here'. She replied that she
didn't have a husband.  Then Jesus said to her, 'You're quite right in saying that you
don't  have  a  husband.  You've  had  five  and  the  one  you  have  now  isn't  your
husband. It was true, what you said'.

The words of  the Lord shifted  the  Samaritan  woman onto another  level.  They
presented her with new opportunity, one not defined by rational necessity. They
offered her the prospect of perpendicular vision and reference. The woman then
abandoned the existential problem of water, or rather forgot it completely, as is
clear from the rest of the narrative, and asked for another problem to be solved, for
another thirst to be slaked, her metaphysical thirst.

She says, 'Sir, I see you're a prophet. Our fathers worshiped God on this mountain,
but you [the Jews] say that Jerusalem's the place where God should be worshiped'.
Then she's granted a great revelation: 'The time's coming, and has already come,
when those who truly worship the Father will do so "in spirit and truth". God is
Spirit  and those who worship Him should worship in Spirit  and Truth'.  People
become those who believe and worship. When they believe in and worship God 'in
Spirit  and  Truth',  they  also  become,  to  some  extent  like  Him.  They  become
spiritual and real.

The religious belief of the woman then comes to the fore and she says, 'I know that
the  Messiah-  that  is  Christ-  will  come  and  that  when  he  comes  he'll  explain
everything to us'. And Christ tells her, 'You're speaking to him'.  This revelation
which the Samaritan woman was given coincided with the surprise experienced by
Christ's disciples, who arrived there at that moment. They were puzzled as to why
their Teacher was talking to this woman. And this surprise of theirs was a useful

 



'sign'. It was a preparation that would help them understand that the Gospel they
were to preach transcends strict racial, social and religious boundaries.

The more people devote themselves to the concerns of this life, the more they're
anchored in the things of this world and forget their more profound needs. But
when,  for  whatever  reason,  their  deeper  spiritual  disquiet  is  aroused  and  they
recognize that there is an answer to the forgotten and often rejected existential
question  in  their  hearts,  they  then  forget  their  everyday  needs  and  reject  their
worldly cares.

'The woman left her pitcher there, went into the city and told people: "Come and
see  a  man  who told me  everything I've  ever  done in  my  life.  Maybe he's  the
Messiah"'. Obviously, the woman herself was convinced that He was the Messiah,
because that's what she'd come to tell the people in her town. She wanted to share
her great joy with them. But, being human, she also perhaps wanted to have the
fulfillment  of  their  common  expectation  confirmed  by  others.  And  her
confirmation came with the experience afforded to her fellow-citizens from their
own  encounter  with  Christ.  A  joy  shared  is  twice  a  joy.  Joy  that  belongs  to
everyone and each one. 'We no longer believe because of what you said, since
we've heard for  ourselves  and know that  this  is  truly Christ,  the Savior of  the
world'.

Real  faith  doesn't  depend on report  or  information but on personal  experience.
'Taste and see that the Lord is good' says the Psalmist. 'Come and see', says Philip
to Nathaniel. Unless you see God in your life, say the Fathers of the Church, don't
expect to see Him after you die. It's here that our spiritual receptors are tuned to
receive God and to perceive the riches of His kingdom.  People today, in particular,
have  closed  down their  spiritual  receptors  and  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with
spiritual reality. By and large, nothing surprises them anymore, nothing in their
everyday  lives,  because  they've  computerized  their  lives  and  turned  them into
mind-numbing routine. In the same way as it would be a catastrophe for a priest to
just get used to the Divine Liturgy and the services he performs, so for each person
it's a disaster if they get used to their everyday lives and become indifferent to the
opportunities and surprises they're being offered.  Human life is a function that
lasts as long as we're here. And it's full of small and great surprises, positive and
negative.  The positive ones we often see negatively,  and the negative ones we
could view and experience positively. Anyone who retains the 'living water' which
was poured into them at Baptism can experience their daily routine creatively, with
all the positive and negative surprises, slaking their thirst with 'the living water',
absorbing  the  truth  of  eternal  life  and  giving  meaning  and  substance  to
evanescence. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

 



Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 11:19-26, 29-30
In  those  days,  those  who  were  scattered  after  the  persecution  that  arose  over
Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to
no one but the Jews only.  But some of them were men from Cyprus and Cyrene,
who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord
Jesus.  And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number believed and
turned to the Lord.  Then news of these things came to the ears of the church in
Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to go as far as Antioch.  When he came and
had seen the grace of God, he was glad, and encouraged them all that with purpose
of heart they should continue with the Lord.  For he was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord.  Then
Barnabas  departed  for  Tarsus  to  seek Saul.   And when he  had found him,  he
brought him to Antioch.  So it was that for a whole year they assembled with the
church  and  taught  a  great  many  people.   And  the  disciples  were  first  called
Christians in Antioch.  Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined
to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea.  This they also did, and sent it to
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint John 4:5-42
At that time, Jesus came to a city of Samaria which is called Sychar, near the plot
of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph.  Now Jacob’s well was there. Jesus
therefore, being wearied from His journey, sat thus by the well.  It was about the
sixth hour.  A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me
a drink.”  For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.  Then the
woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from
me,  a  Samaritan  woman?” For  Jews have  no dealings  with Samaritans.   Jesus
answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to
you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you
living water.”  The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep.  Where then do You get that living water?  Are You greater than
our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself, as well as his
sons and his livestock?”  Jesus answered and said to her, “Whoever drinks of this
water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him will
never thirst.  But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of
water springing up into everlasting life.”  The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me
this water, that I may not thirst, nor come here to draw.”  Jesus said to her, “Go,
call your husband, and come here.”  The woman answered and said, “I have no
husband.”  Jesus said to her, “You have well said, ‘I have no husband,’ for you
have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; in
that you spoke truly.”  The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a

 



prophet.   Our  fathers  worshiped  on  this  mountain,  and  you  Jews say  that  in
Jerusalem is the place where one ought to worship.”  Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe Me, the hour is coming when you will neither on this mountain, nor in
Jerusalem, worship the Father.  You worship what you do not know; we know
what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews.  But the hour is coming, and now is,
when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father
is seeking such to worship Him.  God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in spirit and truth.”  The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is
coming” (who is called Christ).   “When He comes,  He will  tell  us all  things.”
Jesus said to her, “I who  speak to you am He.”  And at this  point His disciples
came, and they marveled that He talked with a woman; yet no one said, “What do
You  seek?”  or,  “Why  are  You  talking  with  her?”   The  woman  then  left  her
waterpot, went her way into the city, and said to the men, “Come, see a Man who
told me all things that I ever did.  Could this be the Christ?”  Then they went out of
the city  and came to Him.   In  the meantime  His disciples  urged Him,  saying,
“Rabbi, eat.”  But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which you do not know.”
Therefore the disciples said to one another, “Has anyone brought Him anything to
eat?”  Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to
finish His work.  Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the
harvest’?  Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are
already white for harvest!  And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for
eternal life, that both he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.  For in
this the saying is true: ‘One sows and another reaps.’  I sent you to reap that for
which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into their
labors.”  And many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him because of the
word of the woman who testified, “He told me all that I  ever did.”  So when the
Samaritans had come to Him, they urged Him to stay with them; and He stayed
there two days.  And many more believed because of His own word.  Then they
said  to  the  woman,  “Now we  believe,  not  because  of  what  you  said,  for  we
ourselves have heard Him and we know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior of
the world.” 

A Word From the Holy Fathers
God’s will is to save us, and nothing pleases him more than our coming back to
him with true repentance.  The heralds of truth and the ministers of divine grace
have told us this from the beginning, repeating it  in every age.  Indeed,  God’s
desire for our salvation is the primary and preeminent sign of his infinite goodness.
It was precisely in order to show that there is nothing closer to God’s heart that the
divine Word of God the Father, with untold condescension, lived among us in the
flesh, and did, suffered and said all that was necessary to reconcile us to God the

 



Father,  when  we  were  at  enmity  with  him,  and  to  restore  us  to  the  life  of
blessedness from which we had been exiled.  He healed our physical infirmities by
miracles; he freed us from our sins, many and grievous as they were, by suffering
and dying, taking them upon himself as if he were answerable for them, sinless
though he was.   He also taught us in many different ways that we should wish to
imitate him by our own kindness and genuine love for one another.

So it was that Christ proclaimed that he had come to call sinners to repentance, not
the righteous, and that is was not the healthy who required a doctor, but the sick.
He declared that he had come to look for the sheep that was lost, and that it was to
the  lost  sheep  of  the  house  of  Israel  that  he  had  been  sent.   Speaking  more
obscurely  in  the  parable  of  the  silver  coin,  he  tells  us  that  the  purpose  of  his
coming was to reclaim the royal image, which had become coated with the filth of
sin.  “You can be sure that there is joy in heaven,” he said, “over one sinner who
repents.”

To give the same lesson he revived the man who, having fallen into the hands of
brigands, had been left stripped and half-dead from his wounds; he poured wine
and oil  on the wounds,  bandaged them,  placed the man on his  own mule  and
brought him to an inn, where he left sufficient money to have him cared for, and
promised to repay any further expense on his return.

Again, he told of how that Father, who is goodness itself, was moved with pity for
his profligate son who returned and made amends by repentance; how he embraced
him, dressed him once more in the fine garments that befitted his own dignity, and
did not reproach him for any of his sins.

So too, when he found wandering in the mountains and hills the one sheep that had
strayed from God’s flock of a hundred, he brought it back to the fold, but did not
exhaust it by driving it ahead of him.  Instead, he placed it on his own shoulders
and so, compassionately, he restored it safely to the flock.

So also he cried out: “Come to me, all you that toil and are heavy of heart.  Accept
my yoke,” he said, by which he meant his commands, or rather, the whole way of
life that he taught us in the Gospel.  He then speaks of a burden, but that is only
because  repentance  seems  difficult.   In  fact,  however,  “my  yoke  is  easy,”  he
assures us,” and my burden is light.”

Then again he instructs us in divine justice and goodness, telling us to be like our
heavenly Father, holy, perfect and merciful.  “Forgive,” he says, “and you will be
forgiven.  Behave toward other people as you would wish them to behave toward
you.                                                                               –  St. Maximus the Confessor

 



Commemorated Today:  Venerable Isaac, founder of
the Dalmatian Monastery at Constantinople

Saint Isaac lived during the fourth century, received monastic tonsure and pursued
ascetic labors in the desert. During the reign of the emperor Valens (364-378), a
zealous adherent of the Arian heresy, there was a persecution of the Orthodox, and
churches were closed and destroyed.  Hearing of the persecution, Saint Isaac left
the wilderness and went to Constantinople to console and encourage the Orthodox,
and to fight against the heretics.  At that time, barbarian Goths along the River
Danube were making war against the Empire. They seized Thrace and advanced
toward Constantinople.

When the emperor Valens was leaving the capital with his soldiers,  Saint Isaac
cried out, “Emperor, unlock the churches of the Orthodox, and then the Lord will
aid  you!”  But  the  emperor,  disdaining  the  words  of  the  monk,  confidently
continued on his way. The saint repeated his request and prophecy three times. The
angry emperor ordered Saint  Isaac to be thrown into a deep ravine, filled with
thorns and mud,  from which it  was impossible to escape.  Saint Isaac remained
alive by God’s help, and he emerged, overtook the emperor and said, “You wanted
to destroy me, but three angels pulled me from the mire. Hear me, open up the
churches for the Orthodox and you shall defeat the enemy. If, however, you do not
heed me, then you shall not return. You will be captured and burned alive.” The
emperor  was  astonished  at  the  saint’s  boldness  and  ordered  his  attendants
Saturninus and Victor to take the monk and hold him in prison until his return.

Saint  Isaac’s prophecy was soon fulfilled.  The Goths defeated and pursued the
Greek army. The emperor and his Arian generals took refuge in a barn filled with
straw, and the attackers set it afire. After news of the emperor's death was received
in Constantinople, Saint Isaac was released and honored as a prophet.

Then the holy Emperor Theodosius the Great (379-395) came to the throne. On the
advice of Saturninus and Victor, he summoned the Elder, treating him with great
respect. Obeying his instructions, he banished the Arians from Constantinople and
restored the churches to the Orthodox. Saint Isaac wanted to return to his desert,
but Saturninus and Victor  begged him not to leave the city, but to remain and
protect  it  by  his  prayers.   Saturninus  built  a  monastery  for  the  saint  in
Constantinople,  where  monks  gathered  around  him.  Saint  Isaac  was  the
monastery’s igumen and spiritual guide. He also nourished laypeople, and helped
many of the poor and suffering. When he had reached an advanced age, Saint Isaac
made  Saint  Dalmatus  (August  3)  igumen.  The monastery  was  later  named  for
Dalmatus.  Saint Isaac died in the year 383, and his memory is also celebrated on
March 22. (from oca.org)

 



Also Commemorated Today:  Saint Macrina the Elder
Saint  Macrina the Elder  was  from Neocaesarea  in  Pontus and was born in  the
middle of the third century to a noble family. Her teacher in the doctrines and piety
of  the  Christian  faith  was  Saint  Gregory  Thaumaturgus,  the  first  Bishop  and
Enlightener  of  Neocaesarea,  who  died  between  270  and  275.  There  Macrina
married a man, whose name we do not know, and among her children was Basil
the  Elder,  who  later  became  the  father  of  a  holy  family,  which  includes  such
renowned saints as Basil the Great, Gregory of Nyssa, and Macrina the Younger.

During the persecution of Maximinus, Macrina fled from her native town with her
husband, and had to endure many privations for around seven years. She was thus
a confessor  of  the  faith  during the  last  violent  storm that  burst  over  the early
Church.  Saint  Gregory  the  Theologian  describes  what  she  and  those  with  her
endured in his Funeral Oration to Basil the Great:

"There was a persecution, the most frightful and severe of all; I mean, as
you know, the persecution of Maximinus, which, following closely upon
those which immediately preceded it, made them all seem gentle, by its
excessive audacity, and by its eagerness to win the crown of violence in
impiety. It was overcome by many of our champions, who wrestled with it
to the death, or nearly to the death, with only life enough left in them to
survive  their  victory,  and  not  pass  away  in  the  midst  of  the  struggle;
remaining  to  be  trainers  in  virtue,  living  witnesses,  breathing  trophies,
silent  exhortations,  among  whose  numerous  ranks  were  found  Basil's
paternal ancestors, upon whom, in their practice of every form of piety, that
period bestowed many a fair garland. So prepared and determined were
they to bear readily all  those things on account of which Christ  crowns
those who have imitated His struggle on our behalf...

They betook themselves to a thicket on the mountains of Pontus, of which
there are many deep ones of considerable extent, with very few comrades
of  their  flight,  or  attendants  upon their  needs.  Let  others  marvel  at  the
length of time, for their flight was exceedingly prolonged, to about seven
years, or a little more, and their mode of life, delicately nurtured as they
were, was straitened and unusual, as may be imagined, with the discomfort
of its exposure to frost and heat and rain; and the wilderness allowed no
fellowship or converse with friends, a great trial to men accustomed to the
attendance and honor of a numerous retinue."

In the Life of Macrina the Younger, written by her brother Saint Gregory of Nyssa,
he writes of his grandmother and why his sister was named after her:

 



"Some time ago, there had been a celebrated Macrina in our family, our
father's mother. At the time of the persecutions she had suffered bravely for
her confession of faith in Christ, and it was in honor of her that the child
was given this name by her parents."

Before Saint Macrina the Elder died, probably in the 340's, we are informed by
Saint  Basil  the  Great  that  she  played  a  crucial  role  in  the  education  of  her
grandchildren and their spiritual formation, making sure to impart upon them the
blessed teachings of her  spiritual  father  Saint  Gregory Thaumaturgus.  The first
quote comes from Basil's Letter 204 to the Church in Neocaesarea and the second
from Letter 223:

"What clearer evidence can there be of my faith, than that I was brought up
by my grandmother, a blessed woman, who came from you? I mean the
celebrated  Macrina  who  taught  me  the  words  of  the  blessed  Gregory;
which, as far as memory had preserved down to her day, she cherished
herself, while she fashioned and formed me, while yet a child, upon the
doctrines of piety."

"The teaching about God which I had received as a boy from my blessed
mother  and  my  grandmother  Macrina,  I  have  ever  held  with  increased
conviction.  On  my  coming  to  ripe  years  of  reason  I  did  not  shift  my
opinions from one to another, but carried out the principles delivered to me
by my parents. Just as the seed when it grows is first tiny and then gets
bigger  but  always  preserves  its  identity,  not  changed  in  kind  though
gradually perfected in growth, so I reckon the same doctrine to have grown
in my case through gradually advancing stages. What I hold now has not
replaced what I held at the beginning."

It can be safe to say, therefore, that Saint Macrina the Elder played a pivotal role in
establishing  a  sanctified  foundation  for  a  family  in  which all  its  members  are
glorified  and  commemorated  in  the  Church  as  Saints  and  Fathers. (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

                 Anniversaries:
Steve & Nancy Hall 4th   Larry & Gail Hartenstein 6th

Bernie & Carol Vallandingham 8th Michael & Phyllis Kopan 9th

   Birthdays:
Rebecca Vallandingham 6th Chris Nicolaus 25th

Marlena Cooper 28th Ron Wright 30th

 Social Team for June 6
Team 1 is up next week – Banoub, P. Blaydoe, Chumak, Hanbury.  Thank you!

 



April Treasurer’s Report
Glory to Jesus Christ! Thanks to God’s mercy and your dedication and generosity,
for April we saw donations totaling $18,180.77 against expenses of $16,141.91.
We have paid off the iconographer to complete the iconostasis. To God be the
Glory!                    Herman, Treasurer

Message from Fr. Joseph
Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. So, until the end of
the year, Metropolitan Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we
have more vocations to the priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our
clergy and seminarians--they aren't sick!  The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine.  The
seminarians  are:  Dylan  Kelemencz,  Thomas  Kovalak,  Nicholas  Worobey,  and
Aydin Zill. As I recall, we did something like this years ago and much fruit was
produced. I can't wait to see what happens!

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to t4each.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father  Joseph,  who are laboring in Your vineyard for  the salvation of all  those
whom You  have  entrusted  to  them.   Remember  also,  O Lord,  our  priests  Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine,  and
seminarians Dylan Kelemencz, Thomas Kovalak, Nicholas Worobey, and Aydin
Zill.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them from being
discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage
to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For You are a
merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal
Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.
Amen.

 



Yard Sale!
It's time to spring clean!!!  We will have a yard sale at St. Thomas on Saturday
June 12, from 8 AM to 1 PM.  We need donations and baked goods to sell.  You
can also bring bottled water and cans of sodas.  We will need volunteers to set up,
clean up, and sit at the table to take money.  We would also like to set up a table
for people who might be interested in our church.  

The best time to bring in items to be sold will be Saturday from 4 to 6:30
PM or Sunday any time before 1 PM.  If you are interested in helping or need to
arrange to drop off items or need items to be picked up, please contact Marlena
Cooper  (marlenafcooper806@gmail.com)  or  Carol  Vallandingham
(cbvallandingham@gmail.com).  All proceeds go to St. Thomas.

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter  & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  &  Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von Ronne,  Anne Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall, Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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