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June 6, 2021 – 6th Sunday of Pascha | Sunday of
the Blind Man 

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen! 
On this day, the sixth Sunday of Pascha, we commemorate the miracle wrought by
our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ upon the man who was blind from his birth.
O Bestower of light, Who are Light coming forth from Light, You give eyes to the
man blind from birth, O Word.

This miracle  was wrought by means of  water,  just  like those of  the Samaritan
woman and the Paralytic. It happened as follows. While Christ was addressing the
Jews and proving that He was equal to the Father, saying, for example, "Before
Abraham was, I am" (Jn. 8:58), they took up stones to cast at Him. He withdrew
from that place and found the Blind man stumbling around. He had been born this
way, having only sockets for eyes. After finding him in this condition, the Savior
was asked by His Disciples (who had heard Him telling the Paralytic, "Behold, you
are made whole; sin no more" [Jn. 5:14], and had heard that the sins of parents are
visited upon their  children [Ex.  20:5]):  "Teacher,  who sinned,  this  man,  or  his
parents, that he was born blind?" Moreover, there prevailed a kind of Pythagorean-
Platonic belief that souls pre-existed and descended into bodies after sinning in the
non-material realm. Refuting all of this, Christ said: "Neither has this man sinned,
nor his parents, but that the works of God," that is, My works "should be made
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manifest  in  him."   For,  this  statement  does  not  pertain  to  the  Father,  and  the
conjunction "that" relates to the consequence, not to the cause. 

After saying this, Christ spat on the ground and made clay, wherewith He anointed
the hollows of the man's eyes; He then bade him go to the spring of Siloam and
wash, in order to show that it was He Who in the beginning took dust from the
earth  and  fashioned  man.  Since  the  eye  is  the  principal  part  of  the  body,  He
fashioned that which was previously non-existent. He did not use water, but spittle,
so that it might be made known that all the Grace came from the mouth of Him
Who spat, and because He was going to send him to Siloam. He exhorted the man
to wash, lest anyone should ascribe the healing to the earth and the clay. He sent
him to Siloam, in order that he might have many witnesses of his healing; for, he
would have encountered many people on his way to the spring, who would notice
that his eyes had been anointed with clay. Some say that, after washing, he did not
remove the clay formed by the spittle, but that the clay itself, by the application of
moisture, was transformed in such a way as to fashion eyes for him.

"Siloam"  is,  by  interpretation,  "sent";  for  this  pool  was  outside  the  city  of
Jerusalem. During the reign of Hezekiah, when the enemy had laid siege to the city
and had occupied Siloam, the water that came from there was held back. Before
those  inside  the  city  had  dug wells  and reservoirs  for  the  storage  of  water,  if
anyone was sent out at the bidding of the Prophet Isaiah, the water came forth all at
once and he could draw from it; but if anyone went on his own initiative or if any
of the enemy went,  the water  was  prevented from flowing out.  This  is  how it
happened ever since that time. Therefore, in order that Christ might show that He
Himself was from God, for this reason He sent the Blind man to Siloam and the
restoration of his sight was the immediate consequence. Some think that Siloam is
interpreted as "sent" because the Blind man was sent by Christ.

The Blind man was given eyes after washing by some ineffable power, and not
even he who experienced it beheld the mystery. His neighbors and acquaintances,
when they saw that he had suddenly regained his sight, were filled with doubt. At
all  events,  he  confessed  that  he  was  formerly  blind.  When  asked  how he  had
gained his sight, he declared that Christ had cured his ailment. When the Pharisees
heard of this extraordinary miracle, they again blasphemed against the Savior for
not  observing the  Sabbath,  for  the  miracle  wrought  for  the  Blind  man  was,  it
seems, performed on the Sabbath. Accordingly, there was a division among the
Jews: some said that Jesus was from God, on account of the miracles that had
taken place, but others said that He was not from God, because He did not keep the
Sabbath.

 



Those who had a good opinion about Him asked the Blind man: "What do you say
of  him?"  He  proclaimed  that  Jesus  was  a  Prophet.  This,  among  them,  was
something more honorable. But the others did not believe that Christ had bestowed
healing upon a  man  who was blind.  Indeed,  they sent  for  his  parents,  perhaps
because they did not believe his neighbors; hence, in wishing to keep the matter
obscure, they made it more manifest.  The testimony of his parents was entirely
consonant with his, although, in order to avoid being expelled from the synagogue,
they mentioned that their son was of age. The Jews said again to the Blind man,
"Give God the glory," on the ground that the cure came from Him, not from Christ,
for "he is a sinner," they said, in that He breaks the Sabbath. But he who was
formerly blind, wishing to show that Christ was God by virtue of His deeds, said:
"Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not; one thing I know, that, whereas I was
blind, it is through Him that I see." 

Again they said to him: "How did He open your eyes?" Being vexed, he did not
speak in detail, but proved that, if He were not of God, He could not have worked
such a miracle. At first, he was insulted by them for having confessed that he was a
disciple of Jesus and because he said: "No one hath opened the eyes of a man born
blind; others, indeed, have given sight to the blind, but no one has given sight to a
man blind from birth." Mocking him, they cast him far away from the synagogue.
After this, Jesus found him and said to him: "Do you believe on the Son of God?"
When the man learned Who it was that was speaking to him and Whom he was
seeing (for, being blind, he had not known Him previously), he worshiped Him and
became a disciple of His, proclaiming the benefaction done to him.

This passage might be interpreted in anagogical terms. The Blind man represents
the people of the Gentiles, whom Christ found when passing by, that is, while on
earth and not in Heaven. Alternatively, He came for the sake of the Hebrew people,
but passed them by and went to the Gentiles. Spitting on the ground and making
clay, He anointed the Blind man, that is, He taught the Gentiles first; for, like a
drop of water He came down to earth and was incarnate of the Holy Virgin. He
then  handed  them  over  to  Divine  Baptism,  that  is,  Siloam.  Subsequently,  the
Christian people who came from the Gentiles confessed Christ  before all,  were
persecuted and martyred, and were later extolled and glorified by Christ.  By Your
infinite mercy, O Christ our God, the Giver of light, have mercy on us and save us.
Amen. (synaxarion, from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34
In those days, as we went to prayer, a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.  This
girl followed Paul and us, and cried out, saying, “These men are the servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”  And this she did for

 



many days.  But Paul, greatly annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”  And he came out that very
hour.  But when her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they seized
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace to the authorities.  And they
brought them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being Jews, exceedingly
trouble  our  city;  and  they  teach  customs  which  are  not  lawful  for  us,  being
Romans, to receive or observe.”  Then the multitude rose up together against them;
and the magistrates tore off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with
rods.  And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison,
commanding the jailer to keep them securely.  Having received such a charge, he
put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the
prisoners were listening to them.  Suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that
the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all  the doors were
opened and everyone’s chains were loosed.  And the keeper of the prison, awaking
from sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing the prisoners had fled,
drew his sword and was about to kill himself.  But Paul called with a loud voice,
saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”  Then he called for a light, ran
in, and fell down trembling before Paul and Silas.  And he brought them out and
said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”  So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”  Then they spoke the word
of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  And he took them the same
hour of the night and washed their stripes.  And immediately he and all his family
were baptized.  Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before
them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint John 9:1-38
At that time, as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind from birth.  And His
disciples asked Him, saying, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?”  Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but
that the works of God should be revealed in him.  I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.  As long
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”  When He had said these things,
He spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva; and He anointed the eyes of
the blind man with the clay.  And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam”
(which  is  translated,  Sent).   So  he  went  and  washed,  and  came  back  seeing.
Therefore the neighbors and those who previously had seen that he was blind said,
“Is not this he who sat and begged?”  Some said, “This is he.”  Others said, “He is
like him.”  He said, “I am he.”  Therefore they said to him, “How were your eyes
opened?” He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my

 



eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’  So I went and washed,
and I received sight.”  Then they said to him, “Where is He?”  He said, “I do not
know.” 

They brought him who formerly was blind to the Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath
when Jesus made the clay and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also asked him
again how he had received his sight.  He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes,
and I washed, and I see.”  Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not
from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man
who is a sinner do such signs?”  And there was a division among them.  They said
to the blind man again, “What do you say about Him because He opened your
eyes?”  He said, “He is a prophet.”  But the Jews did not believe concerning him,
that he had been blind and received his sight, until they called the parents of him
who had received his sight.  And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who
you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?”  His parents answered them
and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but by what
means he now sees we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not know.  He
is of age;  ask him.   He will  speak for  himself.”   His parents said these  things
because  they  feared  the  Jews,  for  the  Jews  had  agreed  already  that  if  anyone
confessed that He was Christ, he would be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore his
parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  So they again called the man who was blind,
and said to him, “Give God the glory!  We know that this Man is a sinner.”  He
answered and said, “Whether He is a sinner  or not I do not know.  One thing I
know: that though I was blind, now I see.”  Then they said to him again, “What did
He do to you?  How did He open your eyes?”  He answered them, “I told you
already, and you did not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you also
want to become His disciples?”  Then they reviled him and said, “You are His
disciple, but we are Moses’ disciples.  We know that God spoke to Moses; as for
this  fellow, we do not know where He is from.”  The man answered and said to
them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that you do not know where He is from; yet
He has opened my eyes!  Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does His will, He hears him.  Since the world
began it has been unheard of that anyone opened the eyes of one who was born
blind.  If this Man were not from God, He could do nothing.”  They answered and
said to him, “You were completely born in sins, and are you teaching us?”  And
they cast him out.  Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found
him, He said to him, “Do you believe in the Son of God?”  He answered and said,
“Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in Him?”  And Jesus said to him, “You have
both seen Him and it  is  He who is talking with you.”  Then he said,  “Lord, I
believe!”  And he worshiped Him.

 



A Word From the Holy Fathers
There are three things, my brethren, by which faith stands firm, devotion remains
constant, and virtue endure. They are prayer, fasting and mercy.  Prayer knocks at
the door, fasting obtains, mercy receives.  Prayer, mercy and fasting: these three
are one, and they give life to each other.

Fasting is the soul of prayer, mercy is the lifeblood of fasting.  Let no one try to
separate them, they cannot be separated.  If you have only one of them or not all
together, you have nothing.  So if you pray, fast; if you fast, show mercy; if you
want your petition to be heard, hear the petition of others.  If you do not close your
ear to others you open God’s ear to yourself.  When you fast, see the fasting of
others.  If you want God to know that you are hungry, know that another is hungry.
If you hope for mercy, show mercy.  If you look for kindness, show kindness.  If
you want to receive, give.  If you ask for yourself what you deny to others, your
asking is a mockery.

Let this be the pattern for all men when they practice mercy:  show mercy to others
in the same way, with the same generosity, with the same promptness, as you want
others to show mercy to you.  Therefore,  let  prayer, mercy and fasting be one
single plea to God on our behalf, one speech in our defense, a threefold united
prayer in our favor.  

Let us use fasting to make up for what we have lost by despising others.  Let us
offer our souls in sacrifice by means of fasting.  There is nothing more pleasing
that we can offer to God, as the psalmist said in prophecy: “A sacrifice to God is a
broken spirit; God does not despise a bruised and humbled heart.”

Offer your soul to God, make him an oblation of your fasting, so that your soul
may be a pure offering, a holy sacrifice, a living victim, remaining your own and at
the same time made over to God.  Whoever fails to give this to God will not be
excused, for if you are to give him yourself you are never without the means of
giving.  To make these acceptable, mercy must be added.  Fasting bears no fruit
unless it is watered by mercy.  Fasting dries up when mercy dries up.  Mercy is to
fasting as rain is to the earth.  However much you may cultivate your heart, clear
the soil of your nature, root out vices, sow virtues, if you do not release the spring
of mercy, your fasting will bear no fruit.  When you fat, if your mercy is thin your
harvest will be thin; when you fast, what you pour out in mercy overflows into
your barn.  Therefore, do not lose by saving, but gather in by scattering.  Give to
the poor, and you give to yourself.  You will not be allowed to keep what you have
refused to give to others.

                                                                                               – St. Peter Chrysologus

 



Commemorated Today:  Venerable Bessarion,
Wonderworker of Egypt

Saint Bessarion, Wonderworker of Egypt was an Egyptian. He was baptized while
still in his youth, and he led a strict life, striving to preserve the grace given him
during Baptism.  Seeking to become more closely acquainted with the monastic
life,  he  journeyed  to  the  holy  places.  He  was  in  Jerusalem,  he  visited  Saint
Gerasimus  (March  4)  in  the  Jordanian  wilderness,  he  viewed  other  desert
monasteries, and assimilated all the rules of monastic life.  Upon his return, he
received  monastic  tonsure  and  became  a  disciple  of  Saint  Isidore  of  Pelusium
(February 4). Saint Bessarion took a vow of silence, and partook of food only once
a week. Sometimes he remained without food or drink for forty days. Once, the
saint  stood  motionless  for  forty  days  and  forty  nights  without  food  or  sleep,
immersed  in  prayer.   Saint  Bessarion  received  from  God  the  gift  of
wonderworking. When his disciple was very thirsty, he sweetened bitter water. By
his prayer the Lord sent rain upon the earth, and he could cross a river as if on dry
land. With a single word he cast out devils, but he did this privately to avoid glory.
His humility was so great that once, when a priest ordered someone from the skete
to leave church for having fallen into sin, Bessarion also went with him saying, “I
am a sinner, too.” Saint Bessarion slept only while standing or sitting.  A large
portion of his life was spent under the open sky in prayerful solitude. He peacefully
departed to the Lord in his old age. (from oca.org)

Saint Claude, Bishop of Besançon
Claude (Claudius) was born in the castle of Bracon near Salins, which is in the
region of Franche-Comté of eastern France, of a noble Gallo-Roman family named
Claudia around the year 603. He was entrusted to tutors at a young age and in
addition  to  studying  academic  subjects,  Claude  spent  hours  reading  devotional
works, particularly the lives of the saints. Until the age of twenty, he served as a
border  guard,  but  in  627 he  was  appointed  as  a  priest  by  Donatus,  Bishop  of
Besançon. Donatus had written regulations for his canon priests; Claudius followed
them assiduously.  He became famous as a teacher and ascetic,  eating only one
frugal meal per day.

After  serving as a priest  at  Besançon,  Claude entered the Abbey of Condat,  at
Saint-Claude, then called Jura (which was named after him after his death), in the
Jura mountains. He was then elected to succeed as the twelfth abbot at Condat at
the age of 34 in 641 or 642, during the pontificate of Pope John IV. He brought the
Benedictine  Rule  to  Condat.  He obtained support  from Clovis  II  (whose  wife,
Balthild, had persuaded him to do so), obtaining from the monarch an annuity.

 



Under  Claude's  rule,  the  abbey  thrived.  Claude  had  built  new  churches  and
reliquaries, and fed the poor and the pilgrims in the area.

On the death of Saint Gervase (Gervasius), Bishop of Besançon, the clergy of that
city elected Claude as their bishop in 685. Fearing the obligations of that charge,
he fled and hid himself, but was discovered and compelled to take it upon him.
During seven years he acquitted himself of the pastoral functions with the zeal and
vigilance of an apostle; but finding then an opportunity of resigning his see, which
out of humility and love of solitude he had always sought, he retired to the great
Abbey of Condat on Mount Jura, and there took the monastic habit in 690.  

Soon after he was again forced to take the position of abbot of the monastery. Such
was the sanctity of his life, and his zeal in conducting his monks in the paths of
evangelical  perfection,  that  he  deserved  to  be  compared  to  Anthony  and
Pachomios, and his monastery to those of ancient Egypt. Manual labour, silence,
prayer,  reading  of  pious  books,  especially  the  Holy  Bible,  fasting,  watching,
humility, obedience, poverty, mortification, and the close union of their hearts with
God, made up the whole occupation of these fervent servants of God, and were the
rich patrimony which Saint Claude left to his disciples. 

He reposed around the year 696. His body was buried in the church of the Abbey
of Condat, and hidden during the Arab invasions. It was discovered there in 1160,
and put  into a  silver  shrine.  It  was found and still  preserved without  the least
blemish of corruption. The bowels were entire in the body, and the joints flexible.
The feet were exposed bare three times every day to be kissed by pilgrims, for his
shrine has been for many ages one of the most famous pilgrimages in France. The
monastery and town changed their former names of Condat and Saint Oyand for
that of Saint Claude. Some of the people of the area were convinced that demons
lived in the dark valleys of the Jura Mountains, and Claude was often invoked for
his protection. This great abbey of Benedictines was secularized and converted into
a collegiate of canons, in 1723.

Claudius's  relics  were burned in March 1794, during the French Revolution.  It
converted into a cathedral in 1743, a rich bishopric being erected in it.

In the cathedral, the Saint Claude Chapel keeps a shrine with the wax replica of the
body of the Saint; the treasury of the cathedral includes the authentic forearm of
the Saint, that escaped desecration in 1794, whereas his left little finger is kept in a
separate  reliquary.  When  the  revolutionaries  burned the  body  of  the  Saint,  his
forearm and little finger were stolen and hidden by François Joseph Jacquet, whose
house was the only one to escape the 1799 blaze. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

 



Message from Fr. Joseph
Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. So, until the end of
the year, Metropolitan Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we
have more vocations to the priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our
clergy and seminarians--they aren't sick!  The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine.  The
seminarians  are:  Dylan  Kelemencz,  Thomas  Kovalak,  Nicholas  Worobey,  and
Aydin Zill. As I recall, we did something like this years ago and much fruit was
produced. I can't wait to see what happens!

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to t4each.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father  Joseph, who are laboring in Your vineyard for  the salvation of all  those
whom You have  entrusted  to  them.   Remember  also,  O  Lord,  our  priests  Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine,  and
seminarians Dylan Kelemencz, Thomas Kovalak, Nicholas Worobey, and Aydin
Zill.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them from being
discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage
to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For You are a
merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal
Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.
Amen.

Social Team for June 13
Team 2 is  up  next  week –  Dewey,  Carrie  LaMere,  Heather  Shear,  Janowiak.
Thank you!

Ascension –  We will  celebrate  the  Feast  of  the  Ascension  with  a  Divine
Liturgy at 8:00 AM on Thursday.  

 



In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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