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Wednesday:  Moleben to the
Theotokos 6:00 AM

Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 4:30 PM | Great Vespers 5:00 PM

Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM | Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

June 20, 2021 – Holy Pentecost 
In a mighty wind Christ distributes the Divine Spirit, in the form of fiery tongues to

the Apostles.

In one great day, the Spirit was poured forth upon the Fishermen.

We celebrate this Feast of Holy Pentecost today in commemoration of the coming
of  the  All-Holy  Spirit  into  the  world,  which  took  place  fifty  days  after  the
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead.  We have received this Feast
from the Hebrew Bible; for, just as the Hebrews celebrate their own Pentecost,
honoring the number seven, and because they received the Law fifty days after the
Passover, so also do we, celebrating fifty days after Pascha, receive, instead of the
Law, the All-Holy Spirit, Who gives us laws, guides us into all truth, and decrees
what is pleasing to God.

It  should  be  known  that  among  the  Hebrews  there  were  three  great  Feasts:
Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. They observed Passover in commemoration
of their deliverance from Egypt and their passage across the Red Sea; for “Pascha,”
in the Hebrew language, means “passage.” This Feast signifies our own passage
and return from the darkness of sin to Paradise.

They celebrated Pentecost in commemoration of the hardships they endured in the
desert, where they received the Law, and of the way in which they were brought
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through many afflictions into the Promised Land, for then it was that they enjoyed
fruit, wheat, and wine. It also signifies the hardship that we suffer from unbelief
and our entry into the Church; for then it is that we partake of the Body and Blood
of the Master.  

The third Feast is that of Tabernacles, celebrated after the harvesting of fruits, that
is, five months after the Feast of Passover. This Feast was celebrated in memory of
the day on which Moses first pitched the Tabernacle that he saw on Mount Sinai in
the  cloud  and  which  was  constructed  by  the  architect  Beseleel.  Fashioning
tabernacles themselves, the Hebrews would celebrate the same Feast: living in the
fields and giving thanks to God, they would reap the fruits of their labors. This
Feast is a type of our resurrection from the dead, when, after our bodily tabernacles
have  been  dissolved  and  reconstituted,  we  will  enjoy  the  fruits  of  our  labors,
keeping festival in the eternal tabernacles.  It should be known that on this same
day  of  Pentecost  that  we  are  celebrating,  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  upon  the
Disciples. Since the Holy Fathers decided to divide up the Feast on account of the
majesty of the All-Holy and Life-Creating Spirit, because He is One of the Holy
and Life-Originating Trinity, we will  speak tomorrow about the Descent of the
Holy Spirit.  By the intercessions of Your Holy Apostles, O Christ our God, have
mercy on us. Amen.  (synaxarion, from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11
When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one
place.  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  Then there appeared to
them divided tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them.  And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave
them utterance.  And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from
every nation under heaven.  And when this sound occurred, the multitude came
together,  and  were  confused,  because  everyone  heard  them  speak  in  his  own
language.  Then they were all amazed and marveled, saying to one another, “Look,
are not all these who speak Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each in our own
language  in  which  we  were  born?   Parthians  and  Medes  and  Elamites,  those
dwelling in Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya adjoining Cyrene, visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own
tongues the wonderful works of God.” 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint John 7:37-52, 8:12
On the last day, that great  day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If
anyone thirsts,  let him come to Me and drink.  He who believes in Me, as the

 



Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  But this He
spoke concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would receive; for the
Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.  Therefore many
from the crowd, when they heard this saying, said,  “Truly this is the Prophet.”
Others said, “This is the Christ.”  But some said, “Will the Christ come out of
Galilee?  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of David
and from the town of Bethlehem, where David was?”  So there was a division
among the people because of Him.  Now some of them wanted to take Him, but no
one laid hands on Him.  Then the officers came to the chief priests and Pharisees,
who said to them, “Why have you not brought Him?”  The officers answered, “No
man ever spoke like this Man!”  Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also
deceived?  Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees believed in Him?  But this
crowd that does not know the law is accursed.”  Nicodemus (he who came to Jesus
by night, being one of them) said to them, “Does our law judge a man before it
hears him and knows what he is doing?”  They answered and said to him, “Are you
also from Galilee?  Search and look, for no prophet has arisen out of Galilee.”
Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers
A man obtains the fear of God if he has the remembrance of his unavoidable death
and of the eternal torments that await sinners; If he tests himself every evening as
to how he has spent the day, and every morning as to how he has spent the night,
and if he is not sharp in his relations with others.           - St. Dorotheus of Gaza 

Commemorated Today:  Hieromartyr Methodius,
Bishop of Patara

The  Hieromartyr  Methodius,  Bishop  of  Patara  (Lycia  in  Asia  Minor),  was
distinguished  for  his  genuine  monastic  humility.  Calmly  and with  mildness  he
instructed  his  flock,  but  he  firmly  defended  the  purity  of  Orthodoxy  and  he
energetically contended against heresies, especially the widespread heresy of the
Origenists.  He  left  behind  him  a  rich  literary  legacy:  works  in  defense  of
Christianity against paganism, explications of Orthodox dogmas against the heresy
of Origen, moral discourses, and explanations of Holy Scripture.  St Methodius
was arrested by the pagans, steadfastly confessed before them his faith in Christ,
and he was sentenced to death by beheading in the year 312.  (from oca.org)

Happy Father's Day!
A father is neither an anchor to hold us back nor a sail  to take us there, but a
guiding light whose love shows us the way. 

 



Venerable Nicholas Cabasilas
The Venerable (Ὅσιος) Nicholas Cabasilas was born in Thessaloniki in 1322, and
was the nephew of Neilos Cabasilas, who was the Archbishop of Thessaloniki. His
father's  surname  was  Khamaetos,  but  he  preferred  to  use  his  uncle's  name  -
Cabasilas.
Saint  Nicholas  received  an  excellent  education,  both  at  Thessaloniki  and
Constantinople, studying rhetoric, theology, philosophy, etc. For a time, he served
as  an  advisor  to  Emperor  John  VI  Cantacuzenos  (reigned  1347-1354),  who
entrusted him with several  important  missions in this  time of civil  war (1341–
1347) and religious strife. In the last year of his life, the Emperor abdicated and
was tonsured as a monk with the name Joasaph. He remained in the renowned
Manganon  Monastery  (Μονή  των  Μαγγάνων)  until  his  death.  Saint  Nicholas
seems to have become a monk at Manganon at the same time, and it is possible that
he was ordained as a Hieromonk.
He was a disciple of Saint Gregory of Sinai (August 8), and a supporter of Saint
Gregory Palamas (November 14), both of whom were proponents of hesychasm
(stillness), involving the unceasing prayer of the heart, which can lead to a vision
of  the  Uncreated  Light  of  Tabor.  Saint  Nicholas  took  part  in  the  Hesychast
controversies of his time, which ended when the Council of 1351 proclaimed the
teachings of Saint Gregory Palamas as Orthodox.

The fame of Saint Nicholas rests mainly on his two books:  Explanation of the
Divine Liturgy  and  Concerning the Life in Christ which describe the Church's
Holy Mysteries, divine grace, and perfection in the divine virtues.  In his writings
Saint Nicholas expounds the hesychastic (and Patristic) teaching that the life in
Christ, which begins in this life, is perfected in the Kingdom. Sanctification comes
only from Christ,  but  sanctity  is achieved when our wills are in harmony with
Christ's will.
Book 6 of Concerning the Life in Christ contains some very instructive comments
on the Beatitudes. Saint Nicholas points out that those who study and meditate on
these sayings of Christ shall become truly happy. He compares the Beatitudes to "a
ladder by which we may ascend to (the life of blessedness)."

Some of his sermons have survived: on the Ascension, on the Annunciation, etc.
There  are  also  encomia  in  honor  of  Saint  Demetrios,  Saint  Theodora,  Saint
Nicholas, and the Three Hierarchs.  The date of Saint Nicholas's blessed repose is
uncertain, but it probably occurred before 1391. If that is true, then he must have
been  aware  of  the  fall  of  Thessaloniki  to  the  Turks  in  1387.   Saint  Nicholas
Cabasilas was glorified as a saint on July 19,1983. The Troparion composed in his
honor describes him as "a divine teacher, a wise interpreter of the dogmas of faith,
and of the divine virtues." (from oca.org)

 



Message from Fr. Joseph
Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. So, until the end of
the year, Metropolitan Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we
have more vocations to the priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our
clergy and seminarians--they aren't sick!  The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine.  The
seminarians  are:  Dylan  Kelemencz,  Thomas  Kovalak,  Nicholas  Worobey,  and
Aydin Zill. As I recall, we did something like this years ago and much fruit was
produced. I can't wait to see what happens!

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to t4each.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father  Joseph, who are laboring in Your vineyard for  the salvation of all  those
whom You have  entrusted  to  them.   Remember  also,  O  Lord,  our  priests  Fr.
William  Conjelko,  Fr.  Vincent  Dranginis,  and  Deacon  Edward  Brisbine,  and
seminarians Dylan Kelemencz, Thomas Kovalak, Nicholas Worobey, and Aydin
Zill.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them from being
discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage
to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For You are a
merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal
Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.
Amen.

Social Team for June 27
Team 4 is up next week – Samouris, Kopan, Connell.  Thank you!

 



  

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port Tobacco, the newly reposed servant of God Deacon Stephen Hall, and those in
need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
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You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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