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Wednesday:  Moleben to the
Theotokos 6:00 AM

Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 4:30 PM 

Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM
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August 22, 2021 – 9th Sunday After Pentecost 
Afterfeast of the Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos

Martyr Agathonicus and Companions
When the Mother of God revealed to her relatives and friends that she would soon
die, and when they began to cry, she told them in order to comfort them: "Do not
cry, but you should rejoice when I die, for after death I will be closer to the Throne
of God and, conversing face to face with God, my Son, it is more convenient to
pray to Him for you and to ask His mercy for you."

Christian listeners! Can we, when we die, also console our relatives and friends
with the same, with what the Mother of God did? Can any of us say before death:
"Do not cry, do not grieve, when I die, you will be well without me; I will pray for
you there, it will be more convenient for me to pray for you there."

We say this to comfort you. If we are here, in the midst of the bustle of the world,
among the troubles of our household, and we pray with zeal, from a pure heart for
our relatives and friends, then why can't we do the same after death? Then it will
be even more convenient for us to pray, then nothing will distract us from prayer.
Yes, if we now wish from the bottom of our hearts the best for our relatives and
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friends, then after death nothing will prevent us from praying. Desires of the heart
do not stop with death, but remain with us.  Only, after death, we will not be able
to pray for relatives and friends if we are not praying for them here? What a person
does not acquire a skill for here, he cannot do there even after death.

So,  listeners,  when we remember  our deceased relatives and friends,  let  us not
forget that they are praying for us there. We will only remind them that they should
pray for us there, if we ourselves will pray for them here. If we forget them in our
prayers here, then they may forget to pray for us there.

Queen of Heaven, Mother of God! Dying, you promised to pray not only for your
relatives and friends, but also for the whole world, for all people. You pray for us.
We  live  and  are  saved  by  your  prayers.  Don't  stop  praying  for  us,  don't  stop
pouring God's mercy on us. We are only comforted in life knowing that you are
praying for us. Amen.

 – By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin

The Martyrs Agathonicus, Zoticus, Theoprepius, Acindynus, Severian, Zeno and
others accepted death for Christ during the reign of the emperor Maximian (284-
305). 

The  Martyr  Agathonicus  was  descended  from  the  illustrious  lineage  of  the
Hypasians, and he lived at Nicomedia. Well versed in Holy Scripture, he converted
many pagans  to  Christ,  including the  most  eminent  member  of  the  Senate  (its
“princeps” or leader).  Comitus Eutolmius was sent to the Pontine (lower Black
Sea) region, where he crucified the followers of the Christian Zoticus, who had
refused to offer sacrifice to idols. He took Zoticus with him. 

In  Nicomedia,  Eutolmius  arrested  the  Martyr  Agathonicus  (together  with  the
princeps),  and  also  Theoprepius,  Acindynus  and  Severian.  After  tortures,
Eutolmius ordered that the martyrs be taken to Thrace for trial by the emperor.

But along the way, in the vicinity of Potama, the Martyrs Zoticus, Theoprepius and
Acindynus  were  unable  to  proceed  further  behind  the  chariot  of  the  governor
because of wounds received during torture. Therefore, they were put to death. The
Martyr  Severian  was  put  to  death  at  Chalcedon,  and  the  Martyr  Agathonicus
together with others was beheaded with the sword by order of the emperor,  in
Selymbria. 

The  relics  of  the  Martyr  Agathonicus  were  in  a  church  named  for  him  at
Constantinople, and were seen in the year 1200 by the Russian pilgrim Anthony.
And in the fourteenth century Philotheus, the archbishop of Selymbria, devoted an
encomium to the Martyr Agathonicus.  (from oca.org)

 



Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 3:9-17
Brethren,  we  are  God’s  fellow  workers;  you  are  God’s  field,  you  are God’s
building.  According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master
builder I have laid the foundation, and another builds on it.  But let each one take
heed how he builds on it.  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.  Now if anyone builds on this foundation with gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will become clear; for
the Day will declare it, because it will be revealed by fire; and the fire will test
each one’s work, of what sort it is.   If anyone’s work which he has built on  it
endures, he will receive a reward.  If anyone’s work is burned, he will suffer loss;
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.  Do you not know that you are
the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?  If anyone defiles the
temple of God, God will destroy him.  For the temple of God is holy, which temple
you are. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 14:22-34
At that time, Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the
other  side,  while  He  sent  the  multitudes  away.   And  when  He  had  sent  the
multitudes away, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray.  Now when
evening came, He was alone there.  But the boat was now in the middle of the sea,
tossed by the waves, for the wind was contrary.  Now in the fourth watch of the
night Jesus went to them, walking on the sea.  And when the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a ghost!”  And they cried out
for fear.  But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be of good cheer!  It is I;
do not be afraid.”  And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, command
me to come to You on the water.”  So He said, “Come.”  And when Peter had
come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus.  But when he
saw that the wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out,
saying,  “Lord,  save  me!”   And immediately  Jesus  stretched out  His hand  and
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?”  And when
they got into the boat, the wind ceased.  Then those who were in the boat came and
worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”  When they had crossed
over, they came to the land of Gennesaret.

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Briefly, we may say that in the nature of things, if someone wants to be saved, no
person and no time, place or occupation can prevent him. He must not, however,
act contrary to the objective that he has in view, but must with discrimination refer
every thought to the divine purpose. Things do not happen out of necessity: they

 



depend upon the person through whom they happen. We do not sin against our
will,  but  we first  assent  to an evil  thought and so fall  into captivity.  Then the
thought itself carries the captive forcibly and against his wishes into sin.

The  same  is  true  of  sins  that  occur  through  ignorance:  they  arise  from  sins
consciously committed. For unless a man is drunk with either wine or desire, he is
not unaware of what he is doing; but such drunkenness obscures the intellect and
so it falls, and dies as a result. Yet that death has not come about inexplicably: it
has  been  unwittingly  induced  by  the  drunkenness  to  which  we  consciously
assented. We will find many instances, especially in our thoughts, where we fall
from what  is  within  our  control  to  what  is  outside  it,  and  from what  we  are
consciously  aware  of  to  what  is  unwitting.  But  because  the  first  appears
unimportant and attractive, we slip unintentionally and unawares into the second.
Yet if from the start we had wanted to keep the commandments and to remain as
we were  when baptized,  we would not  have  fallen  into so  many  sins  or  have
needed the trials and tribulations of repentance.    

 - St. Peter of Damascus

Join Diocesan Effort to Support OCMC's Trek For Missions
With the Blessing of Metropolitan Gregory, the National Sr. ACRY is leading a
Diocesan Effort to support OCMC'S Trek For Missions Campaign to Raise Funds
for Orthodox Missionaries throughout the world at the upcoming Convention in
Binghamton. 

All are invited (you need not be an ACRY member) to join the ACRY Convention
21 Team and walk, run, or cycle on Sunday Sept 5th at 1:00 pm at Otsiningo park
in Binghamton, NY along the banks of the Chenango River.

Those not attending the ACRY Convention this year can do so at an alternate place
and time at their convenience. Those not able to participate are kindly asked to
support the team or any of the individual team members by making a financial
contribution. 

To learn  more,  register  for  the  Team and offer  financial  support,  please  visit:
http://secure.ocmc.org/goto/ACRY-21

Social Team for August 29
Team 5 is  up next week –  Vallandingham,  Karbowsky,  Magnelli,  Tony  Papdakis.
Thank you!
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In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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