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Wednesday:  Moleben to the
Theotokos 6:00 AM

Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM
Saturday: Confession 4:30 PM 

Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

August 29, 2021 – 10th Sunday After Pentecost 
Beheading of the Holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John
The Beheading  of  the  Prophet,  Forerunner  of  the  Lord,  John  the  Baptist:  The
Evangelists  Matthew  (Mt.14:1-12)  and  Mark  (Mark  6:14-29)  provide  accounts
about the martyric end of John the Baptist in the year 32 after the Birth of Christ. 

Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist was locked up in prison
by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch (ruler of one fourth of the Holy Land) and governor
of  Galilee.  (After  the  death  of  king Herod the  Great,  the  Romans  divided the
territory of Palestine into four parts, and put a governor in charge of each part.
Herod Antipas received Galilee from the emperor Augustus). 

The prophet of God John openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife,
the  daughter  of  the  Arabian  king  Aretas,  and  then  instead  cohabiting  with
Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip (Luke 3:19-20). On his birthday, Herod
made a feast for dignitaries, the elders and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the
daughter of Herod, danced before the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to
the girl, he swore to give her whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom.
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The vile girl on the advice of her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given
the head of John the Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared
the wrath of God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also
feared the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and
his careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John and to give it to
Salome. 

According to Tradition, the mouth of the dead preacher of repentance once more
opened and proclaimed:  “Herod, you should not  have the wife  of  your brother
Philip.” Salome took the platter with the head of Saint John and gave it to her
mother. The frenzied Herodias repeatedly stabbed the tongue of the prophet with a
needle and buried his holy head in a unclean place. But the pious Joanna, wife of
Herod’s steward Chuza, buried the head of John the Baptist in an earthen vessel on
the Mount of Olives, where Herod had a parcel of land. (The Uncovering of the
Venerable Head is celebrated February 24). The holy body of John the Baptist was
taken that night by his disciples and buried at Sebastia, there where the wicked
deed had been done. 

After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern for a certain
time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to him, Whom he
mocked (Luke 23:7-12). 

The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and Salome, even during their
earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in winter, fell through the ice. The
ice gave way in such a way that her body was in the water,  but her head was
trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she once had danced with her feet
upon the ground, but now she flailed helplessly in the icy water. Thus she was
trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut through her neck. 

Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to Herod and Herodias, as
once they had brought them the head of Saint John the Baptist.  The Arab king
Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter, made war against Herod.
The defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman emperor Caius Caligua (37-
41) and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and then to Spain. 

The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, a Feast day established by the Church, is
also a strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at the violent death of the
saint. In some Orthodox cultures pious people will not eat food from a flat plate,
use a knife, or eat food that is round in shape on this day. 

Today the Church makes remembrance of Orthodox soldiers killed on the field of
battle, as established in 1769 at the time of Russia’s war with the Turks and the
Poles.  (from oca.org)

 



Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 13:25-33
In those days, as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am?  I
am not He.  But behold, there comes One after me, the sandals of whose feet I am
not worthy to loose.’  “Men and brethren, sons of the stock of Abraham, and those
among you who fear God, to you the message of this salvation has been sent.  For
those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor
even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them
in condemning Him.  And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked
Pilate that He should be put to death.  Now when they had fulfilled all that was
written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.
But God raised Him from the dead.  He was seen for many days by those who
came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are His witnesses to the people.
And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made to the fathers.
God has fulfilled this for us their children, in that He has raised up Jesus. As it is
also written in the second Psalm: ‘You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.’

 Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Mark 6:14-30
At that time, King Herod heard  of Jesus, for His name had become well known.
And he said, “John the Baptist is risen from the dead, and therefore these powers
are at work in him.”  Others said, “It is Elijah.”  And others said, “It is a Prophet,
like one of the prophets.”  But when Herod heard, he said, “This is John, whom I
beheaded; he has been raised from the dead!”  For Herod himself had sent and laid
hold of John, and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife; for he had married her.  Because John had said to Herod, “It is not lawful for
you to have your brother’s wife.”   Therefore Herodias held it  against  him and
wanted to kill him, but she could not; for Herod feared John, knowing that he was
a just and holy man, and he protected him.  And when he heard him, he did many
things, and heard him gladly. 

Then an opportune day came when Herod on his  birthday gave a feast  for  his
nobles,  the  high officers,  and  the  chief  men of  Galilee.   And when  Herodias’
daughter herself came in and danced, and pleased Herod and those who sat with
him, the king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever you want, and I will give  it to
you.”  He also swore to her, “Whatever you ask me, I will give you, up to half my
kingdom.”  So she went out and said to her mother, “What shall I ask?”  And she
said, “The head of John the Baptist!”  Immediately she came in with haste to the
king and asked, saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the Baptist
on a platter.”  And the king was exceedingly sorry; yet, because of the oaths and
because of those who sat with him, he did not want to refuse her.  Immediately the
king sent an executioner and commanded his head to be brought. And he went and

 



beheaded him in prison, brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl; and
the girl gave it to her mother.  When his disciples heard of it, they came and took
away his corpse and laid it in a tomb.  Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told
Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. 

A Word From the Holy Fathers
You receive the Cup which seemingly comes from the hands of man. What is it to
you whether the bearer of the Cup acts righteously or unrighteously? As a follower
of Jesus, your concern is to act righteously; to receive the Cup with thanksgiving to
God and with a living faith; and courageously to drink it to the dregs.    

 - St. Ignatius Brianchaninov, The Cup of Christ 

Join Diocesan Effort to Support OCMC's Trek For Missions
With the Blessing of Metropolitan Gregory, the National Sr. ACRY is leading a
Diocesan Effort to support OCMC'S Trek For Missions Campaign to Raise Funds
for Orthodox Missionaries throughout the world at the upcoming Convention in
Binghamton. 

All are invited (you need not be an ACRY member) to join the ACRY Convention
21 Team and walk, run, or cycle on Sunday Sept 5th at 1:00 pm at Otsiningo park
in Binghamton, NY along the banks of the Chenango River.

Those not attending the ACRY Convention this year can do so at an alternate place
and time at their convenience. Those not able to participate are kindly asked to
support the team or any of the individual team members by making a financial
contribution. 

To learn  more,  register  for  the  Team and offer  financial  support,  please  visit:
http://secure.ocmc.org/goto/ACRY-21

Also Commemorated Today: Saint Sebbi, King of Essex
Saint Sebbi was son of Sexred and was the joint King of Essex from 664 to about
683 along with his cousin, Sighere. After Sighere died, Sebbi became sole ruler of
Essex until 694.

Sighere and Sebbi were cousins of their predecessor, Swithelm. In 665 Sighere
apostatized and fell back into paganism, while Sebbi remained a faithful Christian.
They soon developed a rivalry. Sighere found an ally in Wessex,  and Sebbi in
Mercia. As a result of their rivalry, King Wulfhere of Mercia established himself as
overlord of Essex in 665. He dispatched Jaruman, the Bishop of Mercia, who was
assigned to reconvert the people of Essex to Christianity.
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In 686, Caedwalla, a Wessex sub-king, established himself as overlord of Essex.
He and Sebbi invaded Kent, expelling King Eadric, and Sebbi ruled over West
Kent.  It  was  presumably  at  the  time  that  Sebbi  founded  the  original  abbey  at
Westminster.

Sebbi abdicated in 694 in order to enter a monastery, and was succeeded by his
sons,  Sigeheard  and  Swaefred,  who  ruled  jointly  over  Essex.  Another  son,
Swaefheard, would rule the Kingdom of Kent. Sebbi died in 695 and was buried in
Old Saint Paul's Cathedral in the City of London where he was revered as a Saint.
He is commemorated in the Roman Martyrology on Aug. 29. Bede recounts the
burial thus (Ecclesiastical History of the English People 4.11):

"At that time, as the same little book informs us, Sebbi, a devout man, of
whom mention has been made above, governed the kingdom of the East
Saxons.  He  was  much  addicted  to  religious  actions,  almsgiving,  and
frequent prayer; preferring a private and monastic life to all the wealth and
honors of his kingdom, which sort of life he would also long before have
undertaken, had not his wife positively refused to be divorced from him;
for which reason many were of opinion, and often said so, that a person of
such a disposition ought rather to have been a bishop than a king. When he
had been thirty years a king, and a soldier of the heavenly kingdom, he fell
into a violent sickness, of which he died, and admonished his wife, that
they should then at least jointly devote themselves to the service of God,
since they could no longer enjoy, or rather serve, the world. Having with
much difficulty obtained this of her, he repaired to Waldhere, bishop of
London, who had succeeded Earconwald, and With his blessing received
the religious habit, which he had long desired. He also carried to him a
considerable sum of money, to be given to the poor, reserving nothing to
himself,  but  rather coveting to remain poor in spirit  for the sake of the
kingdom of heaven.

When the aforesaid distemper increased upon him, and he perceived the
day of his death to be drawing near, being a man of a royal disposition, he
began to apprehend lest, when under pain, and at the approach of death, he
might be guilty of anything unworthy of his person, either in words, or any
motion  of  his  limbs.  Wherefore,  calling  to  him the  aforesaid  bishop of
London, in which city he then was, he entreated him that none might be
present at his death, besides the bishop himself, and two of his attendants.
The bishop  having  promised  that  he  would  most  willingly  perform the
same, not long after the man of God composed himself to sleep, and saw a
comforting  vision,  which  took  from  him  all  anxiety  for  the  aforesaid
uneasiness; and, moreover, showed him on what day he was to depart this

 



life.  For, as he afterwards related, he saw three men in bright garments
come to him; one of whom sat down before his bed, whilst his companions
stood and inquired about the state of the sick man they came to see: he who
was sitting in front of the bed said, that his soul should depart his body
without any pain, and with a great splendor of light; and declared that he
should die the third day after; both which particulars happened, as he had
been informed by the vision; for on the third day after, he suddenly fell, as
it were, into a slumber, and breathed out his soul without any sense or pain.

A stone coffin having been provided for burying his body, when they came
to lay it in the same, they found his body a span longer than the coffin.
Hereupon  they  hewed  away  the  stone,  and  made  the  coffin  about  two
fingers  longer;  but  neither  would  it  then  contain  the  body.  Under  this
difficulty of entombing him, they had thoughts either to get another coffin,
or else to shorten the body, by bending it at the knees, if they could. But a
wonderful event, caused by Providence, prevented the execution of either
of  those  designs  for  on  a  sudden,  in  the  presence  of  the  bishop,  and
Sighard, the son of the king who had turned monk, and who reigned after
him jointly with his brother Suefred, and of a considerable number of men,
that same coffin was found to answer the length of the body, insomuch that
a pillow might also be put in at the head; and at the feet the coffin was four
fingers longer than the body. He was buried in the church of the blessed
Apostle of the Gentiles, by whose instructions he had learned to hope for
heavenly things." 

(from johnsanidopoulos.com) 

Social Team for September 5
Team 6 is up next week – Cooper, Tucker, M. Blaydoe, Roberta Corson, Rendell
Fenwick.  Thank you!

  

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/


In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)

 


