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Wednesday:  Mol. to the Theotokos 6 AM
Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6:00 AM

Saturday: Confession 4:30 PM 
Great Vespers 5:00 PM

Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM   
Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

September 5, 2021 – 11th Sunday After Pentecost 
Holy Prophet Zachariah and Righteous Elizabeth,

parents of Saint John the Baptist
The Holy Prophet Zachariah and the Righteous Elizabeth were the parents of the
holy Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist of the Lord, John. They were descended from
the lineage of Aaron: Saint Zachariah, son of Barach, was a priest in the Jerusalem
Temple, and Saint Elizabeth was the sister of Saint Anna, the mother of the Most
Holy Theotokos. The righteous spouses, “walking in all the commandments of the
Lord”  (Luke 1:6),  suffered  barrenness,  which in  those  times  was  considered  a
punishment from God. 

Once, during his turn of priestly service in the Temple, Saint Zachariah was told by
an angel that his aged wife would bear him a son, who “will be great in the sight of
the Lord” (Luke 1:15) and “will go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias”
(Luke 1:17). 

Zachariah doubted that this prediction would come true, and for his weakness of
faith he was punished by becoming mute.  When Elizabeth gave birth to a son,
through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit she announced that his name was John,
although no one in their family had this name. They asked Zachariah and he also
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wrote the name John down on a tablet. Immediately the gift of speech returned to
him, and inspired by the Holy Spirit, he began to prophesy about his son as the
Forerunner of the Lord. 

When King Herod heard from the Magi about the birth of the Messiah, he decided
to kill all the infants up to two years old at Bethlehem and the surrounding area,
hoping that the new-born Messiah would be among them. 

Herod knew about John’s unusual birth and he wanted to kill him, fearing that he
was the foretold King of the Jews. But Elizabeth hid herself and the infant in the
hills. The murderers searched everywhere for John. Elizabeth, when she saw her
pursuers, began to implore God for their safety, and immediately the hill opened up
and concealed her and the infant from their pursuers. 

In  these  tragic  days  Saint  Zachariah was taking his  turn at  the services  in  the
Temple. Soldiers sent by Herod tried in vain to learn from him the whereabouts of
his son. Then, by command of Herod, they murdered this holy prophet, having
stabbed him between the temple and the altar (MT 23: 35). Elizabeth died forty
days  after  her  husband,  and  Saint  John,  preserved  by  the  Lord,  dwelt  in  the
wilderness until the day of his appearance to the nation of Israel.  (from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 9:2-12
Brethren, if I am not an apostle to others, yet doubtless I am to you.  For you are
the seal of my apostleship in the Lord.  My defense to those who examine me is
this:  Do we have no right to eat and drink?  Do we have no right to take along a
believing wife, as do also the other apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas?
Or is it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain from working?  Who ever
goes to war at his own expense?  Who plants a vineyard and does not eat of its
fruit?  Or who tends a flock and does not drink of the milk of the flock?  Do I say
these things as a  mere man?  Or does not the law say the same also?  For it is
written in the law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the
grain.”  Is it oxen God is concerned about?  Or does He say it altogether for our
sakes?  For our sakes, no doubt, this is written, that he who plows should plow in
hope, and he who threshes in hope should be partaker of his hope.  If we have
sown spiritual things for you, is it a great thing if we reap your material things?  If
others are partakers of this right over you, are we not even more?  Nevertheless we
have not used this right, but endure all things lest we hinder the gospel of Christ. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 18:23-35
The Lord said, “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king who wanted to settle
accounts with his servants.  And when he had begun to settle accounts, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.  But as he was not able to pay,

 



his master commanded that he be sold, with his wife and children and all that he
had,  and that  payment  be made.   The servant  therefore  fell  down before  him,
saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will pay you all.’  Then the master of
that servant was moved with compassion, released him, and forgave him the debt.
But that servant went out and found one of his fellow servants who owed him a
hundred denarii; and he laid hands on him and took him by the throat, saying, ‘Pay
me what you owe!’  So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and begged him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’  And he would not, but went
and threw him into prison till he should pay the debt.  So when his fellow servants
saw what had been done, they were very grieved, and came and told their master
all that had been done.  Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, ‘You
wicked servant!  I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.  Should you
not also have had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?’
And his master was angry, and delivered him to the torturers until he should pay all
that was due to him.  “So My heavenly Father also will do to you if each of you,
from his heart, does not forgive his brother his trespasses.”  

A Word From the Holy Fathers
We solemnly celebrate, dear brothers and sisters, the Nativity of the Most Holy
Virgin Mary from her barren parents, pious Joachim and Anna. The Holy Church
established this feast during the first centuries of the Christian Faith. The event that
we celebrate—the birth of the God-Chosen maiden—brought joy to all the world,
for the God-man, Jesus Christ, Who shone forth from Her, destroyed God’s curse
which  weighed  heavily  upon  the  transgressing  and  accursed  human  race,  and
brought God’s blessing upon it; having trampled down inherent death, He gave
people eternal life. Thus the Holy Church explains the cause of the present joy. 

The parents of the Ever-Virgin sorrowed long over their barrenness; they prayed
long and fervently to the Lord that He loose this barrenness, which was considered
a punishment  from God for  sins.  They gave much alms in order to incline the
mercy of the All-Merciful, endured the reproach of their countrymen, and through
this  sorrow and ceaseless  prayer  and good works,  they gradually purified their
spirits,  and  burned  ever  greater  with  love  and  dedication  to  God,  thus  being
prepared by God’s Providence to give blessed birth to the Most Blessed Daughter,
chosen out of all people to be the Mother of the Incarnate Word. 

The Lord leads His chosen ones to glory by a narrow and sorrowful path; for even
She, the Mother of God according to the flesh, received the prophecy of Simeon
that a sword shall pierce Her soul, and She will experience heavy sorrows in her
soul  during Her  Son’s suffering  life,  that  the thoughts  of  many hearts  may be

 



revealed (Lk. 2:34–35). The path of all God’s chosen is thus sorrowful and narrow,
for the world and the prince of this world—that is, the enemy of God and people,
extremely presses the people of God. The Lord Himself allows them to go by the
narrow way, inasmuch as He enables them to strive for God and put all their hope
in Him. 

But let us turn our gaze from the sorrow to the joy. What joy does the Nativity of
the Mother of God bring us? Let us explain in more detail the Church hymn which
explains the meaning of  this  feast’s  joy.  Through the birth  of  the Ever-Virgin,
through Her only-begotten Son and God, cursed and outcast mankind makes peace
with God Who is immeasurably offended by man’s sins, for Christ became the
mediator of this peace (cf. Rom. 5:10-11). Man is freed from the curse and eternal
death, made worthy of the blessing of the Heavenly Father; he is united and co-
mingled with the Divine nature; he is raised to his first  inheritance by this  co-
mingling, according to the Church hymn. Mankind, once an outcast, has been made
worthy of sonship to the Heavenly Father, received the promise of the glorious
resurrection and eternal life in the heavens together with the angels. 

This has all been and is being wrought by the Son of God incarnate from the Most
Pure Virgin from the Holy Spirit, and by the intercession of His Most Pure Mother.
How honored and magnified is mankind through the Holy Virgin Mother of God,
for it has been made worthy of renewal and sonship by God; She Herself was made
worthy by Her immeasurable humility and exceedingly great purity and holiness to
be the Mother of the God-man! She is ever the most powerful Intercessor for the
Christian race before Her Son and God! She is our Hope unashamed; She turns
away from us the dark cloud of God’s righteous wrath, opens to us the ancient
paradise  by Her  powerful  intercessions;  She upholds  the thrones  of  kings,  and
preserves them unshakeable to the ages. She has saved Russia thousands of times
and continues to save her; She has made her strong, glorified her, established her,
and continues to  do so;  She is  the Surety of  Sinners for  salvation.  To Her  do
Christians direct their numberless prayers, requests,  and praises, doxologies and
thanksgiving; She has worked and continues to work miracles without number in
the Church, to the ends of the world. 

Let us brightly celebrate the feast of the Nativity of the Most Pure Virgin Mary,
adorning ourselves with all the Christian virtues.     

 - St. John of Kronstadt 

Also Commemorated Today: Martyr Athanasius, Abbot of Bretsk
The Hieromartyr Athansius of Bretsk was Belorussian and was born in about the
year 1597 into a pious Christian family named Philippovich. He received a serious

 



upbringing, and he knew the theological and historical literature, as is evidenced in
the diary of the saint, which has been preserved. 

In his youth, Saint Athanasius for a while was a teacher in the houses of Polish
merchants.  In  the  year  1627,  he  accepted  tonsure  under  Igumen  Joseph  at  the
Vilensk monastery of the Holy Spirit. Saint Athanasius was ordained hieromonk in
the year 1632, and made head of the Duboisk [Dubovsk] monastery near Pinsk. 

Saint  Athanasius,  with  a  special  blessing  of  the  Theotokos,  re-established
Orthodoxy within the boundaries of the ancient Russian territories that had been
seized  by  the  Polish  Reche.  Between  the  years  1638-1648  Saint  Athanasius
fulfilled his obedience as igumen of the Bretsk-Simeonov monastery. The monk
endured  much  abuse  from  the  Uniates  and  illegal  persecution  from  the  civil
authorities. Three times he endured being locked up in prison. 

The saint was sent to the authorities at Kiev to appear before a religious tribunal,
but  he  was  acquitted,  and  returned to  his  own monastery.  For  ten  years  Saint
Athanasius, finding himself among persons maliciously disposed towards him, led
a constant struggle for Holy Orthodoxy, his faithfulness to which is evidenced by
his sufferings. 

Attempts to wear down the spiritual endurance of the saint were to no avail. He
again went to trial, after which the monk was sentenced to death by execution, for
his  cursing  of  the  Unia.  Saint  Athanasius  died  as  a  martyr  on  the  night  of
September  4-5, 1648 (the Uncovering of Relics was on July 20,  1679).   (from
oca.org)

Social Team for September 12
Team 7 is up next week – Howl, Thomidis, Hood.  Thank you!

Nativity of the Theotokos
We will celebrate the Nativity of the Theotokos with a Vesperal Divine Liturgy on
Tuesday Sept. 7 at 6:30 PM.  Please observe at least a 3 hour fast if you plan to
receive the Eucharist.

  

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/


In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)

 


