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September 26, 2021 – 14th Sunday After Pentecost 
Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the

Theologian
The  Holy,  Glorious  All-laudable  Apostle  and  Evangelist,  Virgin,  and  Beloved
Friend of  Christ,  John  the  Theologian  was  the  son of  Zebedee  and Salome,  a
daughter of Saint Joseph the Betrothed. He was called by our Lord Jesus Christ to
be one of His Apostles at the same time as his elder brother James. This took place
at Lake Gennesareth (i.e.  the Sea of Galilee).  Leaving behind their father,  both
brothers followed the Lord. 

The Apostle John was especially loved by the Savior for his sacrificial love and his
virginal purity. After his calling, the Apostle John did not part from the Lord, and
he was one of the three apostles who were particularly close to Him. Saint John the
Theologian was present when the Lord restored the daughter of Jairus to life, and
he was a witness to the Transfiguration of the Lord on Mount Tabor. 

During the Last Supper, he reclined next to the Lord, and laid his head upon His
breast. He also asked the name of the Savior’s betrayer. The Apostle John followed
after the Lord when they led Him bound from the Garden of Gethsemane to the
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court  of  the  iniquitous  High  Priests  Annas  and  Caiphas.  He  was  there  in  the
courtyard  of  the  High  Priest  during  the  interrogations  of  his  Teacher  and  he
resolutely followed after him on the way to Golgotha, grieving with all his heart. 

At the foot of the Cross he stood with the Mother of God and heard the words of
the Crucified Lord addressed to Her from the Cross: “Woman, behold Thy son.”
Then  the  Lord  said  to  him,  “Behold  thy  Mother”  (John  19:26-27).  From that
moment the Apostle John, like a loving son, concerned himself over the Most Holy
Virgin Mary, and he served Her until Her Dormition. 

After the Dormition of the Mother of God the Apostle John went to Ephesus and
other cities of Asia Minor to preach the Gospel, taking with him his own disciple
Prochorus. They boarded a ship, which floundered during a terrible tempest. All
the travelers were cast up upon dry ground, and only the Apostle John remained in
the depths of the sea. Prochorus wept bitterly, bereft  of his spiritual father and
guide, and he went on towards Ephesus alone. 

On the fourteenth day of his journey he stood at the shore of the sea and saw that
the waves had cast a man ashore. Going up to him, he recognized the Apostle John,
whom the  Lord  had preserved alive for  fourteen days  in  the  sea.  Teacher  and
disciple  went  to  Ephesus,  where  the  Apostle  John  preached  incessantly  to  the
pagans about Christ. His preaching was accompanied by such numerous and great
miracles, that the number of believers increased with each day. 

During this time there had begun a persecution of Christians under the emperor
Nero  (56-68).  They  took  the  Apostle  John  for  trial  at  Rome.  Saint  John  was
sentenced to death for his confession of faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but the Lord
preserved  His  chosen  one.  The  apostle  drank  a  cup  of  deadly  poison,  but  he
remained alive. Later, he emerged unharmed from a cauldron of boiling oil into
which he had been thrown on orders from the torturer. 

After this, they sent the Apostle John off to imprisonment to the island of Patmos,
where he spent many years. Proceeding along on his way to the place of exile,
Saint  John worked many miracles.  On the island of Patmos,  his preaching and
miracles attracted to him all the inhabitants of the island, and he enlightened them
with the light of the Gospel. He cast out many devils from the pagan temples, and
he healed a great multitude of the sick. 

Sorcerers with demonic powers showed great hostility to the preaching of the holy
apostle. He especially frightened the chief sorcerer of them all, named Kinops, who
boasted that they would destroy the apostle. But the great John, by the grace of
God  acting  through  him,  destroyed  all  the  demonic  artifices  to  which  Kinops
resorted, and the haughty sorcerer perished in the depths of the sea. 

 



The Apostle John withdrew with his disciple Prochorus to a desolate height, where
he imposed upon himself a three-day fast. As Saint John prayed the earth quaked
and thunder  rumbled.  Prochorus fell  to the ground in fright.  The Apostle  John
lifted him up and told him to write down what he was about to say. “I am the
Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, saith the Lord, Who is and Who
was and Who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev 1:8), proclaimed the Spirit of God
through the Apostle John. Thus in about the year 67 the Book of Revelation was
written, known also as the “Apocalypse,” of the holy Apostle John the Theologian.
In this Book were predictions of the tribulations of the Church and of the end of
the world. 

After his prolonged exile, the Apostle John received his freedom and returned to
Ephesus,  where  he  continued  with  his  activity,  instructing  Christians  to  guard
against false teachers and their erroneous teachings. In the year 95, the Apostle
John wrote his Gospel at Ephesus. He called for all Christians to love the Lord and
one another, and by this to fulfill the commands of Christ. The Church calls Saint
John  the  “Apostle  of  Love”,  since  he  constantly  taught  that  without  love  man
cannot come near to God. 

In his three Epistles, Saint John speaks of the significance of love for God and for
neighbor. Already in his old age, he learned of a youth who had strayed from the
true path to follow the leader of a band of robbers, so Saint John went out into the
wilderness to seek him. Seeing the holy Elder, the guilty one tried to hide himself,
but the Apostle John ran after him and besought him to stop. He promised to take
the sins of the youth upon himself, if only he would repent and not bring ruin upon
his soul. Shaken by the intense love of the holy Elder, the youth actually did repent
and turn his life around. 

Saint John reposed when he was more than a hundred years old. He far outlived the
other eyewitnesses of the Lord, and for a long time he remained the only remaining
eyewitness of the earthly life of the Savior. 

When it was time for the departure of the Apostle John, he went out beyond the
city limits of Ephesus with the families of his disciples. He bade them prepare for
him a cross-shaped grave, in which he lay, telling his disciples that they should
cover him over with the soil. The disciples tearfully kissed their beloved teacher,
but not wanting to be disobedient, they fulfilled his bidding. They covered the face
of the saint with a cloth and filled in the grave. Learning of this, other disciples of
Saint John came to the place of his burial. When they opened the grave, they found
it empty. 

Each year from the grave of the holy Apostle John on May 8 came forth a fine
dust, which believers gathered up and were healed of sicknesses by it. Therefore,

 



the Church also celebrates the memory of the holy Apostle John the Theologian on
May 8. 

The Lord bestowed on His beloved disciple John and John’s brother James the
name “Sons of Thunder” an awesome messenger accompanied by the cleansing
power of heavenly fire. And precisely by this the Savior pointed out the flaming,
fiery, sacrificial character of Christian love, the preacher of which was the Apostle
John the Theologian.  The eagle,  symbol  of  the lofty  heights  of  his  theological
thought, is the iconographic symbol of the Evangelist John the Theologian. The
appellation “Theologian” is bestown by Holy Church only to Saint John among the
immediate disciples and Apostles of Christ,  as being the seer of the mysterious
Judgments of God. (from oca.org)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 1:21-2:4
Brethren, He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us  is God,
who  also  has  sealed  us  and  given  us  the  Spirit  in  our  hearts  as  a  guarantee.
Moreover I call God as witness against my soul, that to spare you I came no more
to Corinth.  Not that we have dominion over your faith, but are fellow workers for
your joy; for by faith you stand.  But I determined this within myself, that I would
not come again to you in sorrow.  For if I make you sorrowful, then who is he who
makes me glad but the one who is made sorrowful by me?  And I wrote this very
thing to you, lest, when I came, I should have sorrow over those from whom I
ought to have joy, having confidence in you all that my joy is the joy of you all.
For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you, with many tears, not
that you should be grieved, but that you might know the love which I have so
abundantly for you.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 5:1-11
At that time, as the multitude pressed about Jesus to hear the word of God, He
stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and saw two boats standing by the lake; but the
fishermen had gone from them and were washing their nets.  Then He got into one
of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little from the land.
And He sat down and taught the multitudes from the boat.  When He had stopped
speaking, He said to Simon, “Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.”  But Simon answered and said to Him, “Master, we have toiled all night
and caught nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net.”  And when
they had done this, they caught a great number of fish, and their net was breaking.
So they signaled to  their partners in the other boat to come and help them.  And
they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink.  When Simon Peter
saw  it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful
man, O Lord!”  For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of

 



fish which they had taken; and so also were James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon.  And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid.  From
now on you will catch men.”  So when they had brought their boats to land, they
forsook all and followed Him.   

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Today we celebrate the feast of one of Christ's chosen apostles, and extol him as
the father of all  those called by Christ's  name, and in particular as patriarch of
those "which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of
man, but of God" (John 1:13). As Jacob produced twelve patriarchs according to
the flesh, from whom the twelve tribes of Israel came into being (Gen. 35:22-26),
so spiritually Jesus gave us the twelve initiates into His mystery (Matt. 10:2-4,
Mark 3:14-19, Luke 6:13-16, and Acts 1:13). When one of them wretchedly fell
away (Matt. 27:5, Acts 1:16-20), the great St. Paul, upon whom Christ had looked
down from heaven (cf. Acts 9:3), made up the number. If we do not see the same
number of tribes originating from the apostles, that is nothing at all strange, for
spiritual things are divided without losing their unity. In the same way, our body
apparently has five senses, but our soul's perception is single, divided yet united.
The  twelve  wells  of  water  by  which  the  Israelites,  under  Moses'  leadership,
encamped and quenched their thirst after traveling in the desert foreshadowed these
twelve  men  (Exod.  15:27).  For  by  providing spiritual  water  they delivered the
human race, which had previously been walking through the trackless wastes of
atheism, from the burning heat of mad idolatry. Similarly, the twelve stones which
Joshua, son of Nun, set up as a sign in Gilgal after the Israelites had miraculously
crossed the Jordan on foot (Josh. 4:9), foreshadowed the twelve apostles, for they
are an everlasting sign to us that the true Jesus held back the river of sin that was
engulfing the world and allowed those who obeyed Him to pass along life's path
without sin, just as in earlier days He let the Israelites cross the Jordan dry-shod.

But characteristics such as these, and the fact of being called by none other than
Christ,  the only-begotten Son of God, are common to all the apostles. The one
whose feast we now celebrate, however, was not just called as an apostle, but also
numbered  among  the  elect;  and  not  simply  chosen  out  of  every  nation  under
heaven,  but  selected  from among  those  chosen  ones  as  leader  of  the  circle  of
leaders, that is to say, of the other apostles, and was of equal rank with Peter and
James. Together with these two he was taken aside by the Savior, led up Mount
Tabor, heard Moses and Elijah speaking to Christ, and saw by divine providence
that great and extraordinary spectacle, the radiance of the light of the Son's divinity
which flashed brighter than lightning in a way defying description. He heard the
Father's voice referring to Christ alone, "This is my beloved Son, in whom I am

 



well pleased; hear ye him" (Matt. 17:1-5). In this blessed fashion John was made a
disciple not just of the Son but of the Father Himself.

But  even  this  John  has  in  common  with  Peter  and  James,  Christ's  foremost
disciples, just as he shares his role of evangelist with his fellow writers of the Holy
Gospel, the words of eternal life, though he far surpassed them in his eloquence
and sublime theology. As for those blessings which were uniquely his, what words
can adequately portray them? He alone, not only of the apostles, but of all eminent
men before and after him, was called "virgin" by everyone, for it seems that he
alone kept both soul and body, mind and senses, virginal throughout his life. Few
people practice bodily virginity, but nearly everyone knows what it is,  whereas
perfect virginity of the soul means keeping the mind free from all association with
evil. So this name bears witness to the fact that John was almost sinless, and that is
why he came to be beloved of Christ, who alone was sinless by nature, and he
alone  was characterized  as  the  disciple  whom Jesus  loved (John 13:23;  19:26;
20:2; 17:7, 20).

Can you find any higher words of praise than these descriptions? Among the rest
of mankind not only do we fail  to find greater  or  more excellent  epithets than
these,  but  also  to  find  both  referring  to  the  same  man.  Other,  greater  names,
however, were his as well, for he is not just the beloved virgin, but the son of the
Virgin, of the Virgin Mother and Mother of God herself. What Christ was to her by
nature, John became to her by grace (John 19:26-27). If he alone was allotted the
same mother as Christ, he alone of all men was His brother, kinsman to the Son of
God, and like Him in all respects. Christ was the beloved Son (Matt. 3:17, 17:5,
Mark 1:11, 9:7, Luke 3:22, 9:35, 2 Pet. 1:17), John was the beloved disciple. Christ
was in the bosom of the Father (John 1:18), John leaned on Jesus'  breast (John
13:23). Christ was a virgin, and by His grace, so was John. Christ was the Son of
the Virgin, and so was John. "The Lord thundered from the heavens" (Ps. 18:13),
and John was thunder, for he, more than the others, was called thunder and the son
of thunder (cf. Mark 3:17), a most theological thunder which resounds to the ends
of the earth declaring the divine truth that in the beginning was the Word from the
Father, and the Word was with God, and was God, and in Him was life and the true
light, which lights every man coming into the world, by whom in the beginning all
things were made (John 1:1-5, 9).

This thunder also revealed to us the man sent as a witness to the coming of the true
light (cf. John 1:7), made known to us the Word Himself who came down from
heaven, having been made a flesh for our sake,  and portrayed with the utmost
clarity  everything  He  did  on  earth  in  the  flesh:  His  works,  His  passion,  His
resurrection after the Cross, and His subsequent return to heaven, whence He had
come. All these things were written down, he says, as he saw them for us, that we

 



might be saved (cf. John 20:31). He also sent out a persuasive epistle to the whole
Christian community, calling all to fellowship in that eternal life, which was with
the Father before all  ages and was manifested to us (I John 1:1-3). As he was
amongst the foremost apostles, was particularly dear to Christ, and was called the
beloved disciple, he speaks to us of the chief virtue, namely love (cf. Gal. 5:14),
saying that God Himself is love, and anyone who has love has God, and he who
dwells in love dwells in God, and God dwells in him in whom love dwells (cf. I
John  4:16).  He  shows  that  love's  energy  within  us  is  twofold,  and  divides  it,
without destroying its unity, into love for God and love for our neighbor, teaching
that these two depend on one another for their existence, and calling anyone who
thinks he has one without the other a liar (I John 4:20). The sign of our love for
God, he tells us, is that we keep His word and His commandments (cf. John 8:31, I
John 5:3), as the Lord Himself taught, saying, "He who loves me will keep my
commandments" (cf. John 14:15, 21). "This is my commandment", He said, "that
you love one another" (John 15:12), and "By this all men shall know that you are
my disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:35).

Do you see how love for God is inseparable from love for each other? That is why
the beloved disciple says, "If a man say, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a
liar: for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen?" (I John 4:20). Also, "He who says he abides in God",
through love, "ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked" (I John 2:6). And
how did  He  walk?  He  obeyed  the  heavenly  Father,  fulfilled  all  righteousness,
bestowed  benefits  on  mankind,  healed  the  sick,  taught  those  willing  to  listen,
reproved the disobedient, endured for the sake of the obedient being spat upon by
the ungrateful, being struck, mocked, scourged and finally subjected to a shameful
death. He gave His life for us, and there is no greater act of love than that (cf. John
15:13). But we also see that His beloved disciple was His follower in deeds. For he
clearly  went  through  all  the  Teacher's  instructions,  miracles  and  sufferings,
benefiting everyone with his words and actions, bringing people out of darkness
into light, making the unworthy worthy, and himself suffering for their sake. He
did not undergo just one death to bear witness to Jesus and for our good, in other
words, out of love for God and men, but delivered himself to death throughout his
whole life.  How many times did he suffer  mockery? How many times was he
struck or stoned? How many times did this propagator of godliness appear before
tyrants and rulers, having to give an account of himself and being condemned! He
was also exiled to Patmos by Domitian,  the cruelest  tyrant  of  all,  and joyfully
proclaimed the teachings of the good Lord and Teacher everywhere.

Let us too, brethren, obey these teachings and live as far as we can in the way
Christ  and  His  beloved  disciple  lived,  in  submission  to  our  fathers.  "For  the

 



obedient son," it says, "will live, but the disobedient is for destruction" (cf. Prov.
13:1 Lxx). Nor should our obedience be only to our fathers in the flesh, but much
more to our spiritual fathers,  and through them, to our heavenly Father, "From
whom every  family  in  heaven and earth  is  named"  (Eph.  3:15).  For  our  love,
submission and obedience to our spiritual fathers is offered to God, and anyone
who disobeys them clashes with our fathers' God, as Christ made clear by saying,
"He who hears you hears me; and he who despises you, despises me; and he who
despises me despises him who sent me" (Luke 10:16). "Obey them, brethren, that
have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: that they may not grieve over you:
for that is unprofitable for you" (cf. Heb. 13:17), cries Paul the great preacher, and
be eager to accomplish all  righteousness and every good work. If something is
lacking on account of our human frailty, the Lord is gracious and will make up for
the deficiencies due to our weaknesses by means of His grace, accepting us as
though our good works were perfect, particularly if He sees us humbled by our
failures in virtue, and not conceited over our virtuous achievements.

Each of you should benefit your neighbor in all sorts of ways, by means of what
you have. Are you unable to heal the sick with a miraculous word? You can still
heal them with a word of encouragement. If you personally minister to someone's
needs, you yourself (how amazing!) will have the Lord to serve you in the age to
come, in accordance with His words. For "He shall  gird himself",  it says, "and
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them" (Luke 12:37).
If, however, you share with him by giving him some of your own necessities, you
will  have  a  share  in  divine  riches  and  Christ's  kingdom,  and  will  be  fed  on
ambrosia  and clothed in the royal  garment  of immortality,  as if  you had given
clothing, drink and nourishment to Christ Himself (cf.  Matt. 25:34-40). Perhaps
you do not have words to teach and exhort people to be virtuous, the power to
rebuke, to turn men away from evil and towards virtue? Become a teacher by your
actions,  doing  good  for  yourself  and  your  neighbor.  This  is  also  a  means  of
rebuking transgressors. Let them say of you, "The very sight of him is an affliction
to us, because his ways are different from ours" (cf. Wisd. 2:15). If they find you
intolerable  and  direct  insults  at  you,  fabricate  lying  accusations  and  contrive
terrible plots against you, stand firm. Do not turn aside or weaken and change your
course, but be kind to yourself and to them, looking to the example of Christ and
His beloved disciple. Taking them as your guide for walking the Lord's straight
path,  travel  along  it  without  turning  back.  "If  they  have  persecuted  me",  said
Christ, "they will persecute you" (John 15:20). If you act like this and endure these
things, it will be clear to everyone that you have embraced divine love.

If you long to know the signs of this love within you, I will show you them, only
go on tirelessly in order to find them. When you lift your mind up to God and

 



nothing earthly attracts it, but forgetting everything, without force and free from
thoughts, you joyfully delight in the remembrance of God and prayers to Him, then
be aware that you have clearly apprehended love for God and share in it for as long
as this converse, or rather union with God continues. Again, when you pray to the
Lord with contrition and sweet pain in your heart equally for yourself and for every
man, known to you or unknown, friend or foe, whether or not he has grieved you,
then know that you love your neighbor from your soul. But these dispositions will
not become yours unless you possess the visible works of love. For if you do not
accustom yourself to giving up your own will and do your neighbor's, how can you
endure  the  things  that  he  brings  upon  you?  If  you  do  not  courageously  and
patiently bear the difficulties caused by men, how will you progress to praying for
your enemies? If instead of obeying the one who says, "Give alms of such things as
ye have; and, behold, all things are clean unto you" (Luke 11:41), you withhold
them, keep them in your possession, and do not use them to meet your neighbor's
need, how will you shed tears for them? "Anyone who has love", said one of God's
friends, "has dispersed his money. The man who says he possesses both love and
money is deluded. He is either bereft of money, or bereft of love, that is to say, of
God". God is love, and He declares to us, "Ye cannot serve God and mammon"
(Matt. 6:24), using the word "mammon" to mean everything we have to excess:
gold, or silver, or anything else. He shows us that it is impossible for anyone who
keeps money to pray, "for where", He says, "your treasure is, there will your mind
be also" (cf. Matt. 6:21), but not in prayer. The Lord also says of such men, "This
people honors me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they
worship  me"  (Matt.  15:8-9).  For  that  reason  God's  beloved  thunder  proclaims,
"Whoever has this world's goods, and does not give to his brethren what they need,
the love of God is not in him" (cf. I John 3:17). Nor can love for the world and
love for God dwell in one and the same person, for love of the world is enmity
towards God (Rom. 8:7, cf.  Jas.  4:4).  So John also says,  "Love not the world,
neither  the things that are in the world" (I John 2:15).  What are these worldly
things other than means of gaining money which do not benefit the soul, carnal
desires, arrogant thoughts and a will set on the earth. All these things do not come
from God, but  separate  those who possess them from Him, deaden the soul of
anyone they conquer, and bury it in gold and silver earth, which is far worse than
the earth with which we usually cover our human dust, in that when ordinary earth
is  put  on top of  our  dead bodies,  it  shuts  in  the stench of  them and makes  it
impossible for it to come out anywhere, but the more gold and silver dust is heaped
on  the  mind  of  their  owner,  the  worse  they  make  him smell,  until  his  stench
reaches up to heaven and there turns back God's mercies and stops God watching
over him.

 



The beloved disciple was sent by our Savior Jesus Christ, who loved him, to teach
us the whole truth (cf. John 16:13), raise us up from these dead works, and urge us
towards works of light. He made perfectly clear that love for God and our neighbor
was the culmination of these works, and capable of bringing salvation. How can
we fail  to  love and honor  him as the one  who disclosed to  us the truth in  its
entirety? So let us not, brethren, do the opposite of what he has told us. And let us
not show love and faith in our speech and gestures, while disobeying him in our
actions, as John himself forbade, saying, "Brethren, let us not love in word, neither
in tongue; but in deed and in truth" (I John 3:18).

If we too love and honor him who was loved by God above all, let us show our
love for him in deed and in truth, becoming not just hearers of his words but also
doers. Thus we shall attain to the eternal life and the kingdom that he promised, in
Christ Himself, the King of the ages, to whom belong eternal glory in heaven and
on earth, together with His Father without beginning and the co-eternal Spirit, now
and for ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 - St. Gregory Palamas

Also Commemorated Today:  Righteous Gideon,
Judge of Israel

Gideon was from the tribe of Manasseh and his father's name was Joash. One day
the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon and said to him, "The Lord is with you,
you mighty man of valor!" Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the Lord is with us,
why then has all this happened to us? And where are all  His miracles that our
fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?' But now
the Lord has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites" (Judg.
6:12-13).

Then the Lord turned to him and said, "Go in this might of yours, and you shall
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?" So he said to
Him,  "O  my  lord,  how  can  I  save  Israel?  Indeed  my  clan  is  the  weakest  in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house." And the Lord said to him,
"Surely  I  will  be  with  you,  and  you shall  defeat  the  Midianites  as  one  man."
Gideon said to the Lord, "If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a
sign that it is You who talk with me. Do not depart from here, I pray, until I come
to You and bring out my offering and set it before You." He also said, "I will wait
until you come back."

So Gideon went in and prepared a young goat,  and unleavened bread from an
ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he
brought them out to Him under the terebinth tree and presented them. The Angel of

 



God said to him, "Take the meat and the unleavened bread and lay them on this
rock, and pour out the broth." And he did so. Then the Angel of the Lord put out
the end of the staff that was in His hand, and touched the meat and the unleavened
bread; and fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened
bread. And the Angel of the Lord departed out of his sight" (Judg. 6:14-21).

The Lord commanded him to destroy the idols and their altars and to build an altar
for the Lord and to offer sacrifices and burn them with the wood (Judg. 6:25-31).
When God commanded him to fight the Midianites, he asked the Lord to show him
a sign to  encourage  him and said,  "Look,  I  shall  put  a  fleece  of  wool  on the
threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on the ground, then I
shall know that You will save Israel by my hand as You have said." And it was so.

Again Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once
more. Let me test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; let it now be dry only on
the fleece, but on all the ground let there be dew." And God did so that night. It
was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on all the ground" (Judg. 6:33-40).

God fulfilled his servant's request, not only to show that he had been well and truly
chosen, but also to give a prophetic sign of the virginal conception of Christ, the
true dew from heaven Who came down into the womb of the Mother of God as
onto the fleece, thereby overcoming all the laws of nature. This is seen in the verse
from the Akathist Hymn to the Theotokos: "Rejoice, O Virgin, fleece cover with
dew which Gideon foresaw."

Then Gideon and all  the people who were with him rose  early and encamped
beside the Midianites. And the Lord said to Gideon, "The people who are with you
are too many for Me to give the Midianites into their hands, lest Israel claim glory
for  itself  against  Me,  saying,  'My  own  hand  have  saved  me.'  Now  therefore,
proclaim in the hearing of the people, saying, 'Whoever is fearful and afraid, let
him turn and depart at once from Mount Gilead.'" And twenty-two thousand of the
people returned, and ten thousand remained.

But the Lord said to Gideon, "The people are still too many; bring them down to
the water, and I will test them for you there. Then it will be, that of whom I say to
you, 'This one shall go with you,' the same shall go with you; and of whomever I
say to you, 'This one shall not go with you,' the same shall not go."

So  he  brought  the  people  down  to  the  water.  And  the  Lord  said  to  Gideon,
"Everyone who drinks from the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set
apart from those who get down on their knees to drink." And the number of those
who drank by lapping, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hundred men;
but all the rest of the people got down on their knees to drink water. Then the Lord
said to Gideon, "By the three hundred men who lapped I will save you, and deliver

 



the Midianites into your hand. Let all the other people go, every man to his place"
(Judg. 7:1-7).

As God commanded,  they silently  advanced at  dead of  night  on the Midianite
camp,  each  man  holding  in  one  hand  a  trumpet  and  in  the  other  a  pitcher
containing a lamp. All at once, led by Gideon, they blew their trumpets and broke
their pitchers make such a noise that their panic-stricken enemies fled and they
pursued them to the other side of the Jordan River. 

When Gideon had conquered the rest of the country and had refused to become
king, for God alone was king over Israel, Gideon presided as judge over the people
of Israel for forty years in peace. He died at a good old age and was buried in the
sepulchre of Joash his father.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Social Team for October 3
Team 2 is up next week –  Dewey, Carrie LaMere, H. Shear, Janowiak.   Thank
you!

  

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW,  His  Eminence  Metropolitan  GREGORY,  Fr.  Joseph  &  Family,
Greek  Orthodox  Archbishop  Paul  Yazigi  of  Aleppo,  Syriac  Orthodox  Archbishop
Yohanna Ibrahim of Aleppo, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Fr. John
& Pani  Betty  Jean Baranik,  Presbytera  Katie  Baker  & family,  Santiago Alzugaray,
Patty Blaydoe, Jeffrey Carey, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Xenia Chilkowich,
Jon Church, Ramius Connour, Luke & Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David,
Ron Dominiecki, Linda A. Georgiev, Heather Himler, John Homick, Howl family, Helen
Janowiak, John M. Janowiak, Tucker Karl & family,  Robert & Pam Karpin, Andrew
Kinn, Kopan family, Brian, Helen, Luke & Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, Susan
Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  Dn.  Henry  Middleton,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby
Nutter & Family,  Henry & Lisa Osborne, Nicholas Pavlik,  Westin Perry & Parents,
John Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Chris  & Kaitlin  Rixey,  Jerry  Von  Ronne,  Anne  Rosario,
James,  Theodore  &  Christina  Ristas,  Robinson  Family,  Samson  Family,  Sharon
Sheptak, Bernie Takabayashi & family, Sandy Tucker, Dawn & Faith Ulmschneider,
Joe & Darlene Waters, Christine, Jo, Marshall,  Nathaniel,  Dcn. Nectarios & Ia, the
Syrian Christians displaced by war,  Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of
Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our  prayers.  (Please  advise  Fr.  Joseph  of
changes.)
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