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Wednesday:  Moleben to the
Theotokos 6 AM

Friday:  Moleben to the Cross 6 AM
Saturday: Confession 4:30 PM 

Great Vespers 5:00 PM
Sunday: Matins (Orthros) 8:45 AM   

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

November 7, 2021 – 20th Sunday After Pentecost 
Holy Martyr Hieron and 32 others of Melitene

The holy martyr Hieron was born in the city of Tiana in great Cappadocia. Raised
by a pious mother, he was a kindly and good Christian.

The co-ruling emperors Diocletian (284-305) and Maximian (284-305) sent a large
military  detachment  headed  by  Lysias  to  Cappadocia  to  eradicate  Christianity
there, and also to conscript healthy and strong men into the imperial army. Among
those pressed into service, Lysias also ordered his men to draft Hieron, who was
distinguished by his great physical strength and dexterity. But Hieron refused to
serve emperors who persecuted Christians. When they attempted to seize him by
force and bring him to Lysias, he took a stick and started beating the soldiers who
had been sent to bring him. The soldiers scattered, ashamed of being defeated by a
single  man.  Hieron then  hid  himself  in  a  cave  with  eighteen  other  Christians.
Lysias would not risk losing his soldiers by storming the cave. 

Upon the advice of Cyriacus, one of Hieron’s friends, Lysias lifted the siege of the
cave and withdrew his detachment. Then Cyriacus persuaded Hieron not to offer
resistance to the authorities. He and the other new conscripts and accompanying
soldiers were sent to the nearby city of Melitene. 
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Soon Hieron had a vision in his sleep, in which his impending martyrdom was
foretold. Lysias told the soldiers gathered at Melitene to offer sacrifice to the pagan
gods.  Hieron  and  another  thirty-two  soldiers  refused  to  do  this,  and  openly
confessed their faith in Christ. Then the persecutor gave orders to beat the martyrs,
and  to  cut  off  Hieron’s  arm at  the  elbow.  After  cruel  tortures  they  threw the
martyrs into prison barely alive, and they beheaded them four days later.

A certain  rich  and  illustrious  Christian  by  the  name  of  Chrysanthus  ransomed
Hieron’s head from Lysias. When the persecutions finally ceased, he built a church
on the place where they executed the holy martyrs, and he placed the venerable
head in it. The bodies of all the executed saints were secretly buried by Christians.
In reign of the emperor Justinian, during the construction of the church of Hagia
Eirene (Holy Peace), the venerable relics were uncovered and found incorrupt.

The  other  martyrs  are:  Hesychius,  Nicander,  Athanasius,  Mamas,  Barachius,
Callinicus,  Theogenes,  Nikon,  Longinus,  Theodore,  Valerius,  Xanthius,
Theodoulus,  Callimachus,  Eugene,  Theodochus,  Ostrychius,  Epiphanius,
Maximian,  Ducitius,  Claudian,  Theophilus,  Gigantius,  Dorotheus,  Theodotus,
Castrichius,  Anicletus,  Themelius,  Eutychius,  Hilarion, Diodotus and Amonitus.
(from oca.org)

[The icon on the front page depicts Sts. Hieron, Lazarus, and Thessalonica. Ed.]

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19
Brethren, I make known to you that the gospel which was preached by me is not
according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught  it, but  it
came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.  For you have heard of my former
conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried
to destroy it.  And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in
my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother’s womb and called
me through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the
Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did I go up to
Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus.  Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and
remained with him fifteen days.  But I saw none of the other apostles except James,
the Lord’s brother.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 8:41-56
At that time, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue.
And he fell down at Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, for he had
an only daughter about twelve years of age, and she was dying.  But as He went,

 



the multitudes thronged Him.  Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve
years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by
any, came from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately
her flow of blood stopped.  And Jesus said, “Who touched Me?”  When all denied
it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You,
and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’”  But Jesus said, “Somebody touched Me, for I
perceived power going out from Me.”  Now when the woman saw that she was not
hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in
the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she was
healed immediately.  And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith
has made you well. Go in peace.”  While He was still speaking, someone came
from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do
not trouble the Teacher.”  But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do
not be afraid; only believe, and she will be made well.”  When He came into the
house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, John, and James, and the father
and mother of the girl.  Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do not
weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.”  And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she
was dead.  But He put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying,
“Little girl, arise.”  Then her spirit returned, and she arose immediately. And He
commanded that she be given something to eat.  And her parents were astonished,
but He charged them to tell no one what had happened.   

A Word From the Holy Fathers
No one may share the eucharist with us unless he believes that what we teach is
true, unless he is washed in the regenerating waters of baptism for the remission of
his sins, and unless he lives in accordance with the principles given us by Christ.

We do not consume the eucharistic bread and wine as if it were ordinary food and
drink, for we have been taught that as Jesus Christ our Savior became a man of
flesh and blood by the power of the Word of God, so also the food that our flesh
and  blood  assimilates  for  its  nourishment  becomes  the  flesh  and  blood  of  the
incarnate  Jesus  by  the  power  of  his  own  words  contained  in  the  prayer  of
thanksgiving.

The apostles, in their recollections, which are called gospels, handed down to us
what Jesus commanded them to do.  They tell us that he took bread, gave thanks
and said, “Do this in memory of me.  This is my body.”  In the same way he took
the  cup,  he  gave  thanks  and  said,  “This  is  my  blood.”   The  Lord  gave  this
command  to  them  alone.   Ever  since  then  we  have  constantly  reminded  one
another  of  these things.   The rich among us help the poor and we are always

 



united.  For all that we receive we praise the Creator of the universe through his
Son Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit.  

On Sunday we have a common assembly of all our members, whether they live in
the city or in the outlying districts.  The recollections of the apostles or the writing
of the prophets are read, as long as there is time.  When the reader has finished, the
president of the assembly speaks to us; he urges everyone to imitate the examples
of virtue we have heard in the readings.  Then we all stand up together and pray.

On the conclusion of our prayer, bread and wine and water are brought forward.
The president offers  prayers and give thanks to the best  of his ability, and the
people give their assent by saying, “Amen.”  The eucharist is distributed, everyone
present communicates, and the deacons take it to those who are absent.

The wealthy, if they wish, may make a contribution, and they themselves decide
the amount.  The collection is placed in the custody of the president, who uses it to
help the orphans and widows and all who for any reason are in distress, whether
because they are sick, in prison, or away from home.  In a word, he takes care of
all who are in need.

We hold our common assembly on Sunday because it is the first day of the week,
the day on which God put darkness and chaos to flight and created the world, and
because  on that  day  our  savior  Jesus  Christ  rose  from the  dead.   For  he  was
crucified on Friday and on Sunday he appeared to his apostles and disciples and
taught them the things that we have passed on for your consideration.

                                  - St. Justin Martyr, First Apology in Defense of the Christians

Also Commemorated Today:  Venerable Lazarus,
Wonderworker of Mount Galesius Near Ephesus

Saint Lazarus the Wonderworker of Mt Galesius near Ephesus was born in Lydia,
in  the  city  of  Magnesium.  An  educated  young  man  who  loved  God,  Lazarus
became a monk at the monastery of Saint Savva, the founder of great ascetic piety
in Palestine. He spent ten years within the walls of the monastery, winning the love
and respect of the brethren for his intense monastic struggles.

Ordained  to  the  holy  priesthood  by  the  Patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  Saint  Lazarus
returned  to  his  native  country  and  settled  near  Ephesus,  on  desolate  Mount
Galesius. Here he saw a wondrous vision: a fiery pillar, rising up to the heavens,
was encircled by angels singing, “Let God arise and let His enemies be scattered.” 

On the place where the saint beheld this vision, he built a church in honor of the
Resurrection of Christ and took upon himself the feat of pillar-dwelling. Monks
soon began to flock to the great ascetic, thirsting for spiritual nourishment by the

 



divinely-inspired words and blessed example of the saint,  and a monastery was
established there.

Having received a revelation about the day of his death, the saint told the brethren.
Through the tearful prayers of all the monks, the Lord prolonged the earthly life of
Saint Lazarus for another fifteen years.  Saint Lazarus died at 72 years of age, in
the year 1053. The brethren buried the body of the saint at the pillar upon which he
had struggled in asceticism. He was glorified by many miracles after his death.

Saint Lazarus is also commemorated on July 17.  (from oca.org)

Martyrs Thessalonica, Auctus, and Taurion, at
Amphipolis, in Macedonia

Saints  Auctus  and  Taurion  suffered  martyrdom  with  Saint  Thessalonica,  the
daughter of a pagan priest. When the impious father learned that his daughter had
become a Christian, he ruthlessly beat her and threw her out of the house, with no
means of providing for herself. Saints Auctus and Taurion attempted to intercede
for the girl, and to reason with the embittered father. The pagan priest denounced
them both to the authorities, and they were arrested.

After  confessing their  faith  in  Christ  before the torturers  and undergoing cruel
torments,  the saints  were then beheaded.  Soon after  their  martyric death,  Saint
Thessalonica also died. Her body was reverently buried in the city of Amphypolis
in Macedonia, together with the holy Martyrs Auctus and Taurion.  (from oca.org)

Social Team for November 14
Team 8 is up next week – Samson, Brady, Wyman, Joseph Frey  Thank you!

Anniversaries:
none                   

Birthdays:
Pani Stacey Edgington 3rd Karen Blaydoe 3rd Brad Karbowsky 8th

Jennifer Brady 11th Patty Blaydoe 13th Mya Chopic 16th

Tabitha Single 20th Michael Kopan 22nd Herman Blaydoe 24th

 



In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, His
Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke
& Marlena Cooper, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Howl family, Andrew Kinn, Kopan
family,  Valentina  Makowelski,  Susan  Matula,  Anna  Meinhold,  David  &  Kathryn
Newman,  John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Sandy  Tucker,  Dcn.  Nectarios  &  Ia,  Mother
Virginia  Marie  &  the  Carmelite  Nuns  of  Port  Tobacco,  and  those  in  need  of  our
prayers. (Please advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/

	Holy Martyr Hieron and 32 others of Melitene
	Martyrs Thessalonica, Auctus, and Taurion, at Amphipolis, in Macedonia

