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December 26, 2021 – Afterfeast & Sunday After Nativity
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos 

We are still in the feast of Christmas, because even today, the second day of the
feast, we have Christmas. But the Church especially honors today the Most Holy
Theotokos, that is, the person who more than any other person collaborated in the
Birth of our Savior Christ. That is why our Church today conducts a Synaxis, that
is, it brings together the faithful. Christians gather to offer the divine Eucharist and
to  celebrate  in  honor  of  our  Panagia  and  out  of  gratitude  to  the  Most  Holy
Theotokos.

But because today coincides with the Sunday after Christmas, the memory of three
persons, who also had a direct relationship with our Lord, is celebrated.

First,  David the King and Prophet, who not only prophesied the coming of the
Lord, but was also one of the forefathers of our Lord in the flesh. And as foretold,
the Messiah would come from the house and kingdom of King David.

Second,  Righteous Joseph, who protected the Most Holy Theotokos and was the
instrument of divine Providence, to save the all-pure Theotokos and protect her
from the social consequences of a strict and conservative society, as society was in
those years, against the birth-giving of the Virgin. Because of course the people did
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not know the mystery and the supernatural nature of the Nativity of the Lord, and
therefore  of  the  Lady  Theotokos,  if  she  was  without  a  man,  she  would  be  in
danger.  And, as  it  seems,  Saint  Joseph was a man of great  virtue,  most  meek,
peaceful, kind, and he helped a lot in protecting both the Lady Theotokos and the
Divine Infant. He was also obedient to the will of God, and when, by apparition,
the angel commanded this or that, with sincerity of heart Saint Joseph accepted it.

And  thirdly,  Saint  James  the  Brother  of  God,  who  belongs  to  the  relatives
according to the flesh of the Lord. For the Lord, as we know and as is mentioned in
the holy Gospels,  also had four brothers. But these were not brothers from the
Most Holy Theotokos - God forbid, for the Lady Theotokos was ever-virgin - but
they were either cousins of the Lord or children of Joseph by a wife he had before
he was betrothed to the Lady Theotokos.

From these three persons, whom we celebrate today, it seems that the Lord became
a complete man and had relatives. He was indeed the Son of man. Not only the Son
of God but also the Son of man. And if he were not the Son of man, he could not
save us. But he was also the Son of God. And if he were not also the Son of God,
he could not save us. He saves us, because he is the Son of man and the Son of
God. This Mystery of the God-man Christ is the Mystery of our salvation, which is
performed in our holy Church and which today - aspects  of this Mystery - we
celebrate, celebrating both the Lady Theotokos, the Mother of Christ, and these
three righteous and holy men.

Let  us  pray  that  they  may  intercede  for  us  to  the  Lord  with  their  powerful
intercessions,  and  especially  Saint  Joseph.  Because  there  is  a  tradition  and
revelations on this subject, that Saint Joseph has great boldness before the Lord.
May they intercede, so that we too may be witnesses of His divine Incarnation
from spiritual experience. May Christ not be for us an idea, an ideology, but be the
living God-man, with whom we have daily kinship, spiritual intimacy, a sense of
His presence and His love and His Grace, and this will be the meaning of our life
but also the true joy of our life. 

– Archimandrite George Kapsanis (Translated by John Sanidopoulos.)

On the second day of the Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Church has established the celebration of the Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of
God. The name of today's festival signifies the gathering of the faithful in order to
praise and glorify the All-Holy Virgin, who gave birth to our Savior.

On the first day of the Nativity of the Lord, the Church glorifies the Redeemer of
the human race, and the blessed deliverance which freed the sinful world from the
snares of the Enemy. On the second day of the Nativity of the Lord, which was

 



such a great event for our salvation, the Church calls upon us to honor the Ever-
Virgin Mary, the Mother of our Lord, in an appropriate manner.

The day after many of the Church's Feast Days is called the Synaxis - such as the
day after the Nativity of the Theotokos, when the righteous Joachim and Anna are
commemorated;  or  the day following the Feast  of  Theophany,  when we honor
Saint John the Baptist, etc.

The Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God dates back to very ancient times. In
the IV century, some Holy Fathers, such as Saint Epiphanios of Cyprus (May 12),
were already preaching about it.

In the ancient Menaia, the Feast of the Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos was
called "the Nativity Gifts." This refers to the gifts which the Magi from the East
brought to the newborn King of the Jews - the Divine Child Jesus. The Feast of the
Synaxis of the Mother of God was also called "the Flight into Egypt."

On December 26, the early Church commemorated the Wise Men who came to
worship the Savior, and the flight into Egypt, as well as the Synaxis of the Mother
of God. That is why some icons of the Nativity of the Lord depict His Birth, the
worship  of  the  shepherds  and  the  Magi,  as  well  as  the  Flight  into  Egypt.
Sometimes the inscription reads "The Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos."

Now, however, we commemorate "the Adoration of the Magi: Melchior, Gaspar,
and  Balthasar,  and  also  the  shepherds  in  Bethlehem who were  watching  their
flocks and came to see the Lord" on the first day of the Nativity (December 25),
but the Flight into Egypt is commemorated separately on December 26, the second
day of the Nativity.

Before  the  massacre  of  the  14,000  Holy  Innocents  (December  29),  an  Angel
warned Saint Joseph to take the Child and His Mother and flee to Egypt and to
remain there until the Angel brought him word that it was safe for him to return to
Nazareth, "for Herod will seek the child to destroy him" (Matthew 2:13).

In the icon of  the Flight  into Egypt there  are  mountains.  The Virgin sits  on a
donkey with her Child, looking back at Joseph. He holds a staff, and his cloak is
thrown over his shoulder. A young man (Tradition says this was Saint Joseph's son
James, the Brother of the Lord) leads the donkey carrying a rush basket, and looks
back at the Virgin. Behind them is a fortified town with idols toppling from the
walls. This event was prophesied by Isaiah: "Behold, the Lord sits on a swift cloud,
and shall come to Egypt, and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence,
and  their  heart  shall  faint  within  them"  (Isaiah  19:1);  and  the  Prophet  Hosea
alludes  to  it:  "Out  of  Egypt  have I  called my Son" (Hosea 11:1).  This  is  also
mentioned in the Church's hymns.      (from oca.org)

 



Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40
BRETHREN,  by  faith  Abraham dwelt  in  the  land  of  promise  as  in a  foreign
country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same
promise;  for  he  waited  for  the  city  which  has  foundations,  whose  builder  and
maker is God.  

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac your
seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the
dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.  By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau concerning things to come.  By faith Jacob, when he was dying,
blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.
By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children
of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones.  By faith Moses, when he
was born, was hidden three months by his parents,  because they saw  he was a
beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s command.

And what more shall I say?  For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak
and  Samson  and  Jephthah,  also  of David  and  Samuel  and  the  prophets:  who
through  faith  subdued  kingdoms,  worked  righteousness,  obtained  promises,
stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight
the armies of the aliens.  Women received their dead raised to life again.  Others
were  tortured,  not  accepting  deliverance,  that  they  might  obtain  a  better
resurrection.  Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains
and imprisonment.  They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were
slain with the sword.  They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute,  afflicted,  tormented  —  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy.   They
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.  And all these,
having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, God
having provided something better for us, that they should not be made perfect apart
from us.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Matthew 1:1-25
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of David, the Son of Abraham:
Abraham begot Isaac, Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his brothers.
Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar, Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot
Ram.  Ram begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot
Salmon.  Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot
Jesse, and Jesse begot David the king.  David the king begot Solomon by her who
had been the wife of Uriah.  Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah,
and Abijah  begot  Asa.   Asa  begot  Jehoshaphat,  Jehoshaphat  begot  Joram,  and

 



Joram begot Uzziah.  Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz begot
Hezekiah.  Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot
Josiah.  Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they were carried
away to Babylon.  

And after they were brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and Shealtiel
begot Zerubbabel.  Zerubbabel begot Abiud, Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim
begot  Azor.   Azor begot  Zadok,  Zadok begot  Achim,  and Achim begot  Eliud.
Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan, and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob
begot Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who is called Christ.
So  all  the  generations  from Abraham to  David  are fourteen  generations,  from
David  until  the  captivity  in  Babylon  are fourteen  generations,  and  from  the
captivity in Babylon until the Christ are fourteen generations.

Now  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was  as  follows:  After  His  mother  Mary  was
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit.  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make
her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.  But while he thought
about  these  things,  behold,  an angel  of  the  Lord appeared to  him in a  dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for
that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.  And she will bring forth a Son,
and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.”  So
all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through
the prophet, saying: “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and
they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”  Then
Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife,  and did not  know her till  she had brought forth her
firstborn Son.  And he called His name Jesus.   

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Many different  festivals  brighten our manner  of living,  transforming by festive
cycles the pain of the hardships of life.  For just as those who from stormy seas
rejoice  in  harbors  as  if  in  the  arms  of  life,  so  too  do we,  distressed  by many
circumstances, rejoice in a festival as if it were a mother who frees us from care.

For a feast is the forgetfulness of sorrow, the sleep of cares, the cultivation of joy,
the cause of delight, the season of prayer, a harvest for the poor, the adornment of
the Church, the festival of cities, the shipwreck of hatred, the dawn of friendship,
and  heaven  upon  earth.  And  why  say  all  this?  A  feast  is  the  fruit  of  the
resurrection, according to the prophet who says: "O Judah, celebrate your feasts,
for the One who breathes upon your face has risen from the earth" (Nah. 1:15, 2:1).

 



Although there are, as I have said, many different festivals, not every feast is of
equal value. For while some have been established by God, others were concocted
by the devil. Some festivals threaten the soul with calamity, while others celebrate
satiety in the stomach. But there are others which traffic in the salvation of human
nature. The Greeks keep festivals, but having disgracefully deified their lusts they
defiled themselves with the filth of shame. The Jews also keep festivals.  However,
they  confuse  God  with  their  stomach  and  so  turn  their  feasts  into  gluttonous
occasions  for  sin.  While  they  were  keeping  festival  in  the  wilderness  they
worshiped the golden calf.  During times of quarrels and strife they kept a fast (Is.
58:4).  Keeping festival in Jerusalem, they set up a cross for the Lord.  O Jewish
feast days, whose merriment is but a deception, and whose delight ends in death!

The festivals of the Christians, on the other hand, are divine and wondrous, truly
fountainheads and treasuries of salvation.  For the first of our feasts proclaims the
advent of God among men.  The second represents the sanctification of the waters
and the womb of baptism.  The third joyfully announces the destruction of death,
the  trophy  of  the  Cross,  the  gift  of  the  resurrection,  and  the  liberation  of  our
fathers.  The fourth proclaims both the ascension and the first fruit of humanity
into the heavens and its seat at the right hand (of the Father).  The fifth heralds the
descent of the Holy Spirit and the thunderous rain of a thousand graces.  These are
the  feasts  "which  the  Lord  has  made,  let  us  rejoice  and be  glad  in  them"  Ps.
117:24).

Among the things celebrated at yesterday's feast, was there anything which was not
miraculous  and wondrous,  or  awesome  and glorious?  What  was  the  marvel  of
yesterday's feast day?  But first, I beg you, listen with forbearance, for a tongue of
clay is trying to convey the mysteries of God.  What, then, was the marvel  of
yesterday's feast?  The inexplicable mystery of divinity and humanity; a birth pang
without  pain;  an  enfleshment  giving form to  the  one without  shape;  an  incon-
ceivable birth; a beginning, but not the beginning of the One who was born.  For
even  though  it  was  the  beginning  of  His  humanity,  His  divinity  remained
beginningless; one form assumed another form, but the Trinity did not increase to a
quaternity, for (this was) a union of two natures, the birth of one Son, and the
unconfused union of the Word with the flesh.  He who was born according to the
flesh  is  God  from the  Father,  and  man  from me.   O  awesome  and  wondrous
mystery!  Who ever saw a king take on the appearance of a condemned man?  Or
when did the eye ever take in the sight of the entire sun?  And when was human
flesh ever essentially united without change to God, if not yesterday?  When the
Virgin was heavy with child, (when) the Word entered in through her sense of
hearing, (when) the Holy Spirit fashioned the living temple of the body, (when) the
Most  High emptied  Himself  into the form of a  servant  (Phil.  2:7),  (when)  the

 



womb of a virgin contained within herself the mystery of the divine dispensation.
O womb wider than the heavens!  O birth that bears salvation!  O womb of clay
and bridal chamber of the Creator!  O birth, a ransom for the sin of the world!  O
mystery, the manner of which I am unable to explain!  O birth, not the beginning
of God's existence, not a change of nature, nor a diminishing of power, neither a
separation from the beginningless progenitor, but the essential union of God and
flesh; the blessing of birth; the advent of God; the wonder hidden by God from the
ages; the indivisible mystery of (divine and human) natures; the abolition of the
curse; the overturning of the sentence which stood against us; (the birth) of the one
and  only  Son,  (His)  existence,  (His)  birth  in  the  flesh  from  the  Virgin  and
veneration by all creation, joyfully announced and freely given to all!  To Him be
glory and dominion, unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 – St. Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople, On the Incarnation of Our Lord

A Sermon on the Nativity of Christ – Met. Anthony of Sourozh
In the Name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  There is anguish
when a woman is in labor, but all this is forgotten when the child is born, because a
man has come into the world. Someone has come into the world to live, someone
has entered into the realm of transitory life in order to grow into life eternal, and
the  birth  of  a  child  is  always  perceived  as  the  beginning  of  life  and  as  the
beginning of eternity, once more incarnate, once more made real, visible, tangible,
become part of human joy and human simplicity.

And yet, when we think of the nativity of Christ, the birth on earth of the Son of
God, we see it in a quite different way. One of the ancient miniatures representing
the birth of the Lord, shows us, apart from the habitual features of a cave, of the
Mother  Virgin,  of  Joseph,  of  the  familiar  animals,  the  manger  standing  by,
deposited on an altar of sacrifice. And the child is lying on it as probably Isaac laid
on the altar which Abraham had built in order to bring him as a blood offering to
the Lord.  Every  one of  us  is  born through temporary  life  into eternal  life;  the
Eternal One, He who is life itself, is born into the world in order to enter into the
realm of death. Eternal, Immortal God enters into the realm of man, not only the
created world, but to enter the fallen world where death is the end of our earthly
pilgrimage.

When we look at this image of the new-born child, lying on an altar of stones,
ready for a sacrifice, brought as an offering, we can well ask ourselves, “Who is he
who sacrifices this child?” - and we have an answer: it is the Father who gives us
His  Son  that  through  His  death  we  may  live.  We  see  here  incarnate,  clearly
expressed, divine Love, and the measure of this love divine. The Only-Begotten
Son is given unto death, delivered unto death for our sakes. Saint Paul ponders on

 



the event, and he exclaims, “Hardly would anyone die for a friend, and Christ died
for us while we still were enemies of God.”

God called us into existence, it was a one-sided act, not of His own powerful will,
but of His immeasurable love. He called us into existence, that we may share with
Him not only existence, but life, become partakers of all that He is; we are called,
in the words of Saint Peter, to become partakers of divine nature; we are called to
be brethren and sisters of Christ, sons and daughters of the Living God. He created
us in an act of love and in this act of love, from the first, He gave Himself as an
offering to us. And this offering is always a sacrifice. In order to make this offering
meaningful, He gave us freedom, the freedom to accept love and to reject love, to
love Him in response to His love,  or  discard His love and,  through our deeds,
through all our attitude to Him and to life, to proclaim to Him that His love is of no
avail to us, that we do not want it, that it is in vain that he has loved us first, it is in
vain that He had loved us so much as to give His Only Begotten Son for us.

God gives us the freedom, and we ask very often, “Why?!” - why have we not
been made in such a way that, compelled by a blessed necessity, we would be
unable to go wrong, that we should be made in such a way that we always and in
all things would respond to the best. But is it not simply because where there is no
freedom of love and rejection of love, there is no love? If we gravitated towards
one another without any choice, it would be a law of nature, it would not be an act
of free gift of oneself and of acceptance of the other. This freedom means love, at
least the possibility of love, as it means also the possibility for us to reject God.
But God in His freedom does not reject us. He remains faithful to the last, perfectly
generous, heroically faithful.

And when the freedom of man is misused, He uses His freedom to come, and to
reach out towards us at the very depth of ourselves, at the extreme distance which
we reach when we die to love. He enters this very realm which is the realm where
there is no love, where there is only dividedness, brokenness and separation, both
from God and from one another and within ourselves, the inner brokenness and
conflict between mind and heart, between conscience and action: Christ is born
into the realm of death we have made through the misuse of freedom, because we
have forgotten that freedom culminates, is fulfilled in that love which gives itself
perfectly, which is forgetfulness of self, which is the laying down of one's life for
the other.

Let us then look at this crib not as we do when we are small children, seeing only
an image of a child's birth, miraculous, wonderful; let us look at it with an earnest
and adult gaze, and see that this crib is an altar of sacrifice, that this cave where He
was born is an image of that cave in which He will be deposited, a young man,
killed for God's sake after the agony of the Garden and the agony of the Cross, and

 



let us ask ourselves, “Are we, each of us, a response to love revealed in such a
way, revealed to such degree?” Will we find in ourselves a response, or shall we
only say, “It was His choice, I have chosen against Him. He has chosen life for me,
I have chosen death for Him.”

Is that the answer which we will give? Oh, not in words, but in deeds, through our
life,  through our attitude to our own self,  in which our own dividedness is not
overcome, through our attitude to one another in which those people for whom
Christ lived and died remain to us strangers, irrelevant and can be brushed out of
our way, or through our attitude to Him Whom we do not treat as our ever-present
invisible neighbour, for Whom we have no thought, no compassion, no charity, no
love.

Or are we going to respond to this revelation of love in which the frailty of love is
made visible, perceptible to us in the frailty of this little human body deposited on
the straw of a crib, respond to the frailty of God by a mature love?

This is the question which now the day of Christmas sets before us, and we have
days and months of liturgical unfolding of the year, to grow through it towards a
definitive and final answer when we will see love sacrificed on Calvary. We have
got this liturgical year to follow step by step, in this year we will discover how the
saints of God have responded, and at every step the question will stand before us:
“And  what  about  you,  what  about  you  personally,  what  about  us  in  our
togetherness, what is our answer to love?” Amen. 

Social Team for January 2
Team 7 is up next week – Howl, Thomidis, Hood, Jube.  Thank you!

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Joseph & Family, His
Grace Bishop Neofitos of Nyeri & Mt. Kenya, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke
& Marlena Cooper, Roberta Corson, Jon Church, Tina Crull, Mary Diane David, Howl
family,  Andrew  Kinn,  Kopan  family,  Valentina  Makowelski,  Susan  Matula,  Anna
Meinhold,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  John  Reece,  Mary  Reed,  Rose  Song,  Dcn.
Nectarios & Ia, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the newly
reposed handmaiden of God Sandy Tucker, and those in need of our prayers. (Please
advise Fr. Joseph of changes.)
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