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Martyr Charitina of Amisus

By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas
Saint Charitina lived in the third century. She was the slave of a rich man named
Claudius, who appreciated her and respected her for her character and charisma.
Truly, her way of life made her worthy of love, because she was hardworking,
conscientious and behaved with respect and love towards her master, as well as her
fellow servants. It did not take long to uncover the fact that she was a Christian,
because it was evident from her behavior. Her way of life and behavior differed
from the pagan slaves, who for the most part had antipathy and hatred for their
master and continuously fought among themselves. When Saint Charitina was
arrested, Claudius put on a garment of hair as a way to show that his mourning and
his inconsolable weeping. The Saint comforted him and he begged her to pray and
intercede for him when she is placed in the chorus of the Holy Martyrs.

ZAAPITINH

The king Dometius, because he failed in his attempt to persuade her to renounce
Christ and sacrifice to 1dols, ordered that her head be shaved. Because her hair
grew back again, he angrily ordered that burning coals be put on her head and then
for vinegar to be poured on her scathed scalp. They then burned her sides with lit
lamps. Through all this she remained unscathed. A stone was then tied around her
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neck and she was thrown into the sea. But when the tyrant saw that she did not
drown as expected, he devised an evil plan. He decided to enclose her in a brothel
to be corrupted, disparaged and shamed. The Saint fervently prayed to the Lord for
this outrage not to take place, so Christ immediately received her pure and clean
soul.

The life and conduct of Saint Charitina give us the opportunity to emphasize the
following:

First, the way of life and the behavior of the Saint influenced her master to the
point that it caused him pain and grief that his servant was arrested. And let us not
forget that this took place at a time when the slave trade flourished, and slaves
were considered things that a master could use for whatever he wanted. He could
even kill his slaves without being obliged to give a reason to anyone. But even to
her fellow servants she was an example worthy of emulation and it was very
natural for the well-intentioned to be positively affected and to change for the
better.

The venerable Anthony the Great calls people who can pacify the undisciplined in
order to love the words of the disciplined, as well as those who are able to heal and
change the lecherous to make them love virtue, makers-of-men (avfpwmomoiovg).
He calls them makers-of-men because, as he stresses, they regenerate men. "He
ought to be called a maker-of-men who is able to tame undisciplined men, so that
they will love discourses and discipline. Similarly, they ought to be called makers-
of-men who change those who lead an intemperate life, so that they live in a
virtuous and God-pleasing manner, inasmuch as they regenerate these men. For
meekness and self-restraint are happiness and good hope for the souls" (The
Philokalia, "Counsels on the Character of Men and on the Virtuous Life", 11;
published by the Institute For Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies). In this sense,
the Holy Martyr Charitina can be called a maker-of-men, as well as all the saints,
since having been healed of their passions they were able to heal and regenerate
spiritually the well-intentioned and struggling believers.

Second, God allows trials and temptations for our perseverance and the salvation
of man, but He does not allow anyone to go through trials that are beyond what
they could handle. Also, He does not allow the devil to tempt man uncontrollably,
but He sets terms, conditions and limitations.

When Satan asked permission to tempt Job, God allowed it so that the deep faith of
Job could be revealed and by this become a model of patience and perseverance,
but under conditions. It was unequivocally stressed to the devil to "preserve his
soul". And in the case of the Holy Martyr Charitina, God allowed her to be
tempted and tormented that she may shine "as gold in the furnace", and thus



become a model of faith, patience and prudence, but it was done to a certain point.
When the devil wanted to hurt her soul, He intervened and took her to the heavenly
mansions, lest she be corrupted, and in this way her purity and virginity were
preserved. Moreover, this event shows that God is the One who directs the
personal life of every person and cares diligently for their salvation, without of
course violating their freedom, which He respects more than anyone else.

But there are some people in our time who desire to arrogantly become gods and
makers-of-men without the grace and power of the true God of Revelation and the
Church, with the result that they create many problems in human relationships as
well as many social anomalies. Of course, the purpose of human life is to reach
theosis, but this is done through our organic integration in the Church and our
experience of a particular way of life, and naturally through the energies of the
Holy Triune God; because God energizes our theosis and salvation and man
synergizes.

Through the intercessions of the Holy Martyr Charitina, may we too experience the
authentic life in Christ as expressed by our Orthodox Church, that we may be made
worthy to become true people and makers-of-men. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson — St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:16-7:1 EOB

Brethren, what agreement can there be between God’s sanctuary and idols? For
you are a sanctuary of the living God. Even as God said, “I will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Therefore:
‘Come out from among them and be separate,” says the Lord. ‘Touch no unclean
thing. I will receive you. I will be a Father to you. You will be to me sons and
daughters,” says the Lord Almighty.” Since we have these promises, beloved, let
us purify ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, so that we may bring
[our] holiness to completion in the fear of God.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint Saint Luke 6:31-36 EOB

The Lord said, “As you would like others to do to you, do the same to them. If you
love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love
them! If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For
even sinners do the same! If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive [back],
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive back as much. But
love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing back. Then your reward
will be great and you will be children of the Most High, for he is kind [even] to the
ungrateful and evil. Therefore, be merciful, even as your Father is also merciful.”



Homily on the Second Sunday of Luke
By St. John of Kronstadt
“Just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise” (Luke 6:31).

In the Gospel read today, the Lord teaches us to treat all people as we wish them to
treat us, that is, simply, lovingly, sincerely, purely, holy, respectfully, indulgently,
patiently, kindly, freely and willingly. The Lord gives us a simple and wise rule,
and it is convenient for everyone to follow - for the simpleton and the learned, for
the rich and the poor, for the noble and the ignoble, for the old and the young.
Because each of us has in our soul a measure and a rule, although not always
correct, by which we now determine whether our neighbors treat us well or not,
and if they treat us well we are calm and contented, and our affairs have a correct
course; if not well, coldly, unaffectionately, or contemptuously, unkindly, forced,
unfairly or even hostilely, we are very dissatisfied, and sometimes unsuccessful in
our affairs themselves. We must observe the same measure, only from the good
side, in relation to other people with whom we have to live and act every day, or
just meet, get to know, be together. Treat everyone the same way you want them to
treat you; sincerely respect and love everyone; be kind to everyone from the heart;
pity those who sin; sympathize with the misfortune, grief, sorrow, loss, poverty of
your neighbor; take advantage of the opportunity to do good to someone; rejoice
with those who rejoice and weep with those who weep; do not think badly about
anyone without sufficient reason, but think good about everyone; do not have in
your soul enmity and hostility towards anyone, or envy and ill will; do not
humiliate or despise anyone in your soul because of any shortcomings and errors,
but cover everyone and everything with love and indulgence; look at those who sin
as weak, as spiritually ill; do not repay evil for evil, but repay good for evil - and
you will fulfill the commandment of Christ and will be crowned with an
incorruptible crown of righteousness and eternal life. It is a great thing, beloved
brothers and sisters, not to give place in one's soul to any evil, not even for a single
minute, but to constantly overcome evil with good, and every sin with appropriate
repentance and prayer; for it is foolish and disastrous to increase evil with evil,
and, so to speak, to pour oil on the fire, and make a flame out of a small fire. Evil
or any sin is the greatest calamity, tragedy, misfortune of the human race, which
must be bitterly regretted and which must be eradicated, if possible, by good, love,
prayer, admonition, philanthropy or righteous punishment, and, in extreme cases,
by casting out the evil person from among you. "Cast away the evil one from
among you" (1 Cor. 5:13).

“If you love those who love you,” the Lord says further in the Gospel read today,
“what credit is that to you? For even sinners (i.e., pagans) love those who love
them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?



For even sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners, that they
may receive back the same. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend,
expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of
the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful and evil” (Luke 6:32— 35).

We must deeply understand the above words of the Lord and lay them on our
hearts in order to fulfill them. These words are directed directly at each of us,
against our wicked, egotistical, corrupt customs, and expose all of us in selfish
love: we love only those who love us in return, or even often do not love them
either, or we love those who flatter us, or are partners in our sins, but meanwhile
we have enmity and hostility towards those who are truthful towards us, rebuke or
punish us, do not agree to sin together, or really do not love us, are cold to us, or
despise and hate us, take revenge on us and do us harm. Such behavior of ours is
sin, egotism, self-love, self-deification, falling away from God. God's law must be
fulfilled according to God's mind, and not according to our own, blinded by
passions. The Lord teaches us to overcome our corrupt heart, i.e. to overcome the
sin that is born with us and lives in us, to go against ourselves, to swim, so to
speak, against the current, to deny ourselves. It is not an important thing to do good
to those, or to love only those who do good to us: this is done even by pagans who
do not know the gospel, who are not reborn by grace, who do not have the gift of
adoption to God, they are dogs, and not children; but we have the invaluable,
greatest privilege of being children of God, and the grace or power given to us in
abundance for every good, and from the children of God deeds worthy of children
are justly required. We must be holy, as the Lord our God is holy; we must be
merciful, as our heavenly Father is merciful. "Be holy in all your conduct" (1 Pet.
1:15), says the Apostle Peter.

Further, the Lord rebukes our avarice, saying that we lend to others in order to
receive back, and even with interest, and we do not like to lend without return,
even though we know that the one who has received money from us as a loan is an
insolvent and poor man, and although we have given him only our surplus. This is
also the custom of pagans, not Christians. We consider money to be our treasure
and wealth, and not God, who is our inexhaustible treasure, who 1s our true life and
who can easily enrich us even in poverty; we consider our treasure not love for our
neighbor, for example, for a debtor, who often cannot repay his debt only because
of poverty; not mercy, which makes us like God and leads us into the eternal
heavenly shelters, but again money and wealth. You see how our life, our deeds are
not in accordance with the teaching of our Lord every day and hour; everything is
done inside out, perversely, not according to God, but according to the wicked
wisdom of the flesh, the world. Let us learn to live according to God. “Therefore



be merciful, just as your Father in heaven is merciful; and He is kind to the
ungrateful and evil” (Luke 6:36, 35). — Translated by John Sanidopoulos.

A Word From the Holy Fathers

For the petition of the Basileus (emperor, probably referring to Constantine IX
Monomachus — Ed.) prostrate at the feet of Christ.

1. As from the Basileus. “You have appointed me lord of your creatures as
well as ruler of my fellow slaves. I have found myself to be the slave of sin.
I fear your chastisement, my Lord and my Judge.”

2. As from the Theotokos. “Your Mother, a Virgin, pleads with you, my Son.
This man is your handiwork and, at risk of offending you, your creation, you
achievement. He knows there to be no God but you. Grant him salvation.”

3. As from the Forerunner. “He was a man, merciful one. Pardon him. A
living creature is drawn towards sin. Nevertheless he has not gainsaid your
faith. Let faith save him, magnanimous one.”

4. As from Christ. “The honor due to a mother and the intercession of a friend
prevail and sway me not unwillingly. Faithful slave, render thanks to them
and enter into the joy of your Lord.”

— St. John Mauropous, Concerning the Deésis

Saint John Mauropous, Metropolitan of Euchaita

Saint John Mauropous was born in Paphlagonia around 1000. He came to
Constantinople, and quickly gained a reputation as a teacher of rhetoric. Among
his students, Michael Psellos was to be the most important. While teaching at the
University of Constantinople, he helped reorganize it. It was also Psellos who
introduced him to the emperor Constantine IX Monomachos (1042-1055). In 1046
he became a monk and was ordained a priest at the Monastery of Petra, which was
dedicated to the Honorable Forerunner John. For a couple of years, Mauropous
belonged to the favored circle of poets and scholars that Emperor Constantine
gathered around him, and he functioned as a court orator. But for an unknown
reason, these friends suddenly fell from favor around the year 1050, and
presumably on this occasion, Mauropous was appointed Metropolitan of Euchaita.
In many letters, Mauropous complained of this "honorable exile", and asked his
friend Psellos to urge the succeeding emperors to call him back to the capital. This
seems to have succeeded at the end of Mauropous' life: he retired to the Monastery
of Petra in Constantinople. Towards the end of his life he became blind and his
hands paralyzed, and he was confined to bed. He reposed in peace presumably in
the 1070s.



It seems that Mauropous had prepared during his lifetime a collection of his own
literary works. The manuscript Vaticano Graeco 676 is a very close copy of this
collection. That collection consists of ninety-nine poems (epigrams, polemical and
autobiographical poems, funeral orations in verse), seventy-seven letters and
thirteen speeches (which for the most part were religious in content).

Apart from these works, Mauropous composed a huge amount of liturgical canons.
He wrote about 150 canons, 72 of which are dedicated to the Theotokos, 26 are
dedicated to Christ, 11 are dedicated to John the Baptist, 8 to the Apostles Peter
and Paul, 9 to John Chrysostom, 8 to John of Damascus, and 1 to the Guardian
Angel. Mauropous has been seen as a precursor of the new cultural mentality in
mid-11th century Byzantium. The typical blend of religious piety and classical
culture links him with his pupil Psellos, and contemporary poets like Christopher
the Patrician of Mytilene. A particular theme in his poems and letters are the
vicissitudes and dangers of public life and political careers, which is not surprising
given the political and social instability of this period.

Most notably, John Mauropous is known for introducing into the Orthodox Church
the feast of the Three Hierarchs which is celebrated on January 30th. This common
feast of these three great and profound teachers was officially instituted a little
before the year 1100, during the reign of the Emperor Alexios I Komnenos,
because of a dispute and strife that arose among the notable and virtuous men of
that time. Some of them preferred Basil the Great, while others preferred Gregory
the Theologian, and yet others preferred John Chrysostom, quarreling among
themselves over which of the three was the greatest. Furthermore, each party, in
order to distinguish itself from the others, assumed the name of its preferred Saint;
hence, they called themselves Basilians, Gregorians, or Johannites. Desiring to
bring an end to the contention, the three Saints appeared together to the saintly
John Mauropous when he was Bishop of Euchaita, a city of Pontus in Asia Minor,
and they revealed to him that the glory they have at the throne of God is equal, and
told him to compose a common service for the three of them, which he did with
great skill and beauty. This revelation and labor brought the three factions together.
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
Venarable Gabriel confessor (1959).
Venerable Damian the Healer (1071), and Venerables Jeremiah (1070) and
Matthew (1085), clairvoyants of the Kiev Caves.
Venerable Charitina, princess of Lithuania (1281).
Hieromartyr Dionysius, bishop of Alexandria (265).
Martyr Mamelta (Mamelchtha) of Persia (344).
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Venerable Gregory (Grigol), Archimandrite of Chandzoe in Klarjeti (861) (Georgia)
Venerable Fathers and Mothers of the Klarjeti Wilderness (9th c.).
Venerable Cosmas, abbot in Bithynia (10th c.).

Hieromartyr Hermogenes the Wonderworker, bishop of Samos
Venerable Methodia of Cimola (1908) (Greek).

St. Sabbas (Eudokimos) of Vatopedi, Mt. Athos (1350).

St. Varlaam, desert-dweller of Chikoysk (1846).

Uncovering of the relics of New Hieromartyr Bishop Basil of Kineshma (1945).
St. Murdoc (Murdach) the Culdee in Argyleshire, Hermit (8" ¢.?)
Ven. Galla of Rome (c. 550)

Martyr Alexander of Trier (c. 305)

St. Apollinaris (Aiplonay), bishop of Valence (Burgundy) (c. 550)
St. Attilanus, bishop of Zamora (Spain)(1009)

St. Aymard, abbot of Cluny (965)

Martyr Boniface of Trier (c. 305)

Ven. Firmatus (deacon) and Flaviana (virgin) of Auxerre (unk)

St. Magdalveus (Mauvé), bishop of Verdun (c. 776)

St. Marcellinus, bishop of Ravenna (late 3™ ¢.)

St. Meinulph, founder of Boddeken Monastery (Germany)(c. 857)
Martyr Palmatius and companions of Trier (c. 305)

Saint Sinech of Crohane (Ireland) (6" c.)

Saint Baethallach bishop of Ath-Truim (Ireland)(8" c.)

Pray for our priests!

Prayer 1s powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Deacon Peter
Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
is taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see it fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!
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Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians
Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers,
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III,
Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn, Ignatios Leonardo and Joshua Horner. Make their
lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear
their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your
truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who
loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

Social Team for October 12
Team 6 — Gabriella Howl, Jameson Barker, Keane Thompson. Thank you!

Upcoming Extra Services
On Monday, October 6, we will commemorate the patron saint of our parish, the
Apostle Thomas, with a Divine Liturgy at 8 AM.



Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http:/www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& la, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.)
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