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October 19, 2025 - 19" Sunday
After Pentecost (4" Sunday of
Luke) | Holy Prophet Joel

On earth Joel was made known through tragic suffering; from earth he went to a
place having power over suffering. * On the nineteenth Joel met his fate in the grave.

The Prophet Joel, whose name means "Yahweh is God," was of the tribe of
Reuben, the son of Bathuel, and lived from 810 to 750 B.C. (but some say in the
7th century B.C.). His book is divided into three chapters, and is the second in
order of the so-called minor prophets.

Joel prophesied the misfortunes of the people of Israel, and the Babylonian
Captivity because of the sins they had committed in the sight of God. He called the
people to fasting and the priests to tearful penitential prayer, that God would have
mercy on them: "Sanctify a fast — and cry unto the Lord" (Joel 1:14); "Let the
priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between the porch and the altar" (Joel
2:17). The central message of the Book is thus that “the day of The Lord draws
near” (Joel 1:15) and that repentance is needed. The Prophet calls for the trumpet
to sound in Zion and for a proclamation to be made in the mountain. All must be
made aware of the darkness and gloom that is to come. He calls for the people to
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turn back to God with all their hearts because He is merciful and compassionate.
Repentance will save the Lord's people from captivity.

He also foretold the coming of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost (Joel 2:28,
and quoted by the Apostle Peter in Acts 2:17), and the saving power of the Name
of our Lord Jesus Christ (Joel 2:32). Further he prophesied and described the
Dread Judgment of God, and also prophesied the glory of God's Holy Church.

The Prophet Joel reposed in peace, and he is to be distinguished from the other
Prophet Joel commemorated on March 30th. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson — St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians 11:31-12:9
Brethren, the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 1s blessed forever,
knows that I am not lying. In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king, was
guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; but I
was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his
hands. It is doubtless not profitable for me to boast. 1 will come to visions and
revelations of the Lord: I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether
in the body I do not know, or whether out of the body I do not know, God knows—
such a one was caught up to the third heaven. And I know such a man—whether
in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— how he was caught up
into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to
utter. Of such a one I will boast; yet of myself I will not boast, except in my
infirmities. For though I might desire to boast, I will not be a fool; for I will speak
the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone should think of me above what he sees me fo
be or hears from me. And lest I should be exalted above measure by the
abundance of the revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of
Satan to buffet me, lest I be exalted above measure. Concerning this thing I
pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. And He said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”
Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint Luke 8:5-15 EOB
The Lord said, “A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was sowing, some [seed]
fell along the wayside; it was trampled under foot, and the birds of the sky
devoured it. Other seed fell on the rock, and as soon as it grew, it withered away
because it had no moisture. Other fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew with
it, and choked it. Other fell into the good ground, grew, and brought forth fruit a
hundred times.” As he said this, he exclaimed, “Let anyone with ears to hear
listen!”  Then his disciples asked him, “What does this parable mean?” Jesus
replied, “To you it is given to know the mysteries of the Kingdom of God, but to
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the rest, [it is given] in parables, so that ‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they
may not understand.” Now, this what the parable means: The seed is the word of
God. Those along the wayside are those who hear. Then, the devil comes and
takes away the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved.
Those on the rock are those who receive the word with joy when they hear. But
they have no root; they believe for a while, then fall away in time of temptation.
What fell among the thorns is those who have heard, and as they go on their way,
they are choked with worries, wealth, and the pleasures of life; and they bring no
fruit to maturity. As for the seed that fell in the rich soil, this is those who have
heard the word with an honest and good heart, who retain it and bring forth fruit
with endurance.

Homily on the Parable of the Sower (Fourth Sunday of Luke)
By St. John of Kronstadt

Today, beloved, the Gospel parable was read about the sower and the seed, about

the unequal quality of the land upon which the seed fell, and about the varying

fates of the seed. At the end of the Gospel reading the Lord Himself, at the request

of His disciples, explained the parable (Luke 8:5-15).

Pitiful man! Poor man! How many obstacles he has in this most important matter,
that of saving his soul! In that he himself treads upon the saving seed of the word
of God, which can make him wise unto salvation, treading upon it either
intentionally, consciously, and sneeringly, or out of frivolity, neglect, and
ignorance; in that the universal malefactor and blighter of the human race, the
devil, snatches away the saving word; in that his hardened and obdurate heart does
not permit him to be saved; in that thorns — or the various cares, passions, and
pleasures of life, along with riches — set before him insurmountable barriers to
salvation.

Only a few, who with honest and goods hearts and true reason value their salvation
as they should, patiently making use of the means for salvation that have been
given us, are saved. Many are called, but few are chosen. Astonishing! What is
ultimately happening here? Who is to blame for this absurdity, for this voluntary
perdition of men? Man himself is to blame, for treading upon — and often learning
to tread upon daily — the wondrous, great, and countless gifts of God. The Lord
God, Who created him in His image and likeness, in righteousness and holiness,
granted him every opportunity, every means and strength, for life and piety. Man,
in his laziness and ignorance, his negligence and obstinancy, his unreasonable
predilection for the here and now, is like a shadow passing through life, rushing
headlong towards perdition while pushing aside the saving hand of God. Who is to
blame for this perdition, if not man himself?



You will say: it is impossible, or at least difficult, to be saved! But, in fact,
countless multitudes of men like you have been saved; they are even now being
saved, though not many. "Being saved is difficult!" But do you really want to
obtain eternal life — in blessed union with God, the Mother of God, the Angels, and
all the Saints — without labor? Without the labor of self-purification, assisted by
grace, without the labor of prayer and vigilance, without almsgiving, without
meekness, without humility, without abstinence? In the acquisition of earthly
goods we do not judge labor to be superfluous, and we often work at this with all
our strength; but when it comes to obtaining eternal blessedness, we throw up our
hands. It is not as though the matter of salvation were extremely difficult: "For My
yoke is easy, and My burden is light," says the Savior (Matthew 11:30). Yes, with
God's help it gradually becomes easy, though at first it is hampered by the
persistent warfare with sin. But is not sin itself a matter of extreme difficulty, since
it 1s unnatural and alien to our divine nature? Is sin not torturous? If we labor in
sin, how then can we not labor in righteousness, in saving our soul from sin?
There, the end is death; but here, eternal life. "For the wages of sin is death; but the
gift of God is eternal life" (Romans 6:23).

The present parable of the sower and the seeds was given not only to encourage
listeners with honest and goods hearts to fulfill the word of God more zealously or
unto greater perfection in virtue, but also so that people who are dissolute,
neglectful, hard-hearted, and filled with passions might be prompted to take heed,
listen attentively to the word of God, and work out their salvation with fear. The
grace of God can change any heart for the better, accomplishing the miracle of
salvation in any man, if only he would believe, desire to be saved, seek salvation,
and admit the abyss of his sins, as well as the abyss that his sins have created
between wanton sinners and God; if only he would submit himself to God's saving
grace and not push aside the saving hand of God.

There were, and are, thousands of examples of men being saved who were
previously dissolute, frivolous, hard-hearted, and subject to all manner of passion.
They heeded the word of God, did not resist it, followed it — and they were saved,
and are now in the blessedness of the Heavenly Kingdom. Nothing is impossible
for God: He can save an inveterate sinner; He can raise him from the pit of hell to
the height of His Kingdom and eternal blessedness — like the wise thief, like Mary
of Egypt, who was drowning in the abyss of sin. Man himself must simply desire,
ask for, and earnestly seek salvation; for the Lord does not desire to draw us unto
salvation forcibly, so that salvation, like something forced upon us, would not
become repellent to him: for we hold dear and pleasing to us only that which we
ourselves have come to love and to which we have grown akin, which has become
our treasure and, as it were, our nature. And such precisely is Christian virtue, such



is the Kingdom of God: one must come to know it, to love it with one's whole
heart, to assimilate it here on earth, to root it in one's heart in such a way that it
wholly penetrates one's entire soul, leaving no place in the heart for pernicious and
insidious sin.

Christian! Cast aside your perilous dissipation, your unbelief, negligence, and
sloth, your laziness for salvation; do not trample upon the wondrous gifts of grace;
earnestly read or listen to the word of God, which opens unto you the path to
salvation; accomplish it with the utmost understanding and strength; conquer your
hard-heartedness and obdurateness; soften your heart like wax with the flame of
the grace of the Holy Spirit and with tears of repentance; cast from your heart the
thorns of sin, even though this be grievous and painful, for they have become
second nature to you. You cannot, you say; but God's grace is omnipotent: it will
help you easily accomplish the whole work of your salvation.

Speaking of the seeds of the word of God that nourish the soul of man, I call to
mind also that earthly, perishable seed: the seed of bread, the present bad harvest
of bread crops, and the high cost of bread, its unprecedentedly high cost. The bad
harvest came about from the destruction of wheat by insects and worms, or from
drought. Where do these afflictions come from? From our sins. We did not offer
the Lord God the fruits of our repentance and the correction of our wretched life;
the Lord takes away our earthly goods, for which we did not know how to be, and
were unwilling to be, thankful to Him; we did not want to do His will, and we
became evil, crafty, proud, untruthful, unrestrained, idle-talking and foul-mouthed,
avaricious, cruel, stingy, merciless, and unclean. Obviously, a rod of paternal
justice hangs over us. God punishes us with crop failures, fires, floods, grueling
wars, and destructive hardships and diseases. But do we come to our senses, do we
repent, do we correct ourselves? Have we not become obdurate, have not our
hearts turned wholly to stone? Deliver us, O God! Where then will the Kingdom of
God be on earth, if not in Christians that call themselves Orthodox, in an Orthodox
land, where there are so many precious Orthodox shrines dedicated to God, so
many holy relics of God-pleasers, so many wonder-working icons, so many
magnificent churches, in which there are such heavenly services on earth? "The
Kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof" (Matthew 21:43). Yes, may we not forever be put to shame; may the
Lord correct us with the rod of punishment, and may He not deprive us of His
mercy and His Kingdom. Amen. (Translated by John Sanidopoulos)




Homily on the Resurrection Troparion in Tone 2

By Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos and Agiou Vlasiou
As we know there are eight tones in Byzantine music, which are exchanged every
week, from the first tone to the plagal of the fourth tone. Saint John Damascus,
who wrote all the troparia of the Octoechos [Book of Eight Tones], which we chant
every Saturday evening and Sunday morning, has composed also the well-known
Apolytikia of every tone. With all these troparia, we sing hymns about that great
and unique event in history, the Resurrection of Christ.

Because today we chanted the second tone, I will begin to interpret the spiritual
meaning of the Apolytikion of today. The Resurrection Apolytikion of the second
tone is as follows:
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When You submitted to death, O Immortal Life, You made death powerless
by the radiance of Your Divinity. When You raised the dead from the
depths of the earth, all the heavenly powers exclaimed: “O Giver of Life,
Christ our God: Glory to You!”

Some interpretative comments will be recorded concerning this Resurrection
Apolytikion. From the teaching of the Church we know that the soul of Christ
with its divinity, that is to say, without being separated from divinity, descended to
Hades, which was the place of death, where the souls of people were held, since
before the Resurrection of Christ death had great power and dominated people.
This i1s written by the Apostle Peter: "He went and preached unto the spirits in
prison" (1 Pet. 3:19), and we observe it in the teachings of the Holy Fathers of the
Church and the liturgical tradition of our Church.

Christ is life immortal, Who descended into the dominion of death and put Hades
to death with the Light of His divinity. He entered alone the dominion of death,
without death being able to hold Him. Sacred iconography depicts Christ crushing
the gates of Hades.

Christ did something else in Hades. He proclaimed repentance, as the Apostle
Peter writes, which we mentioned earlier, and those who had known Him in a
hidden way during their biological lives, such as the Prophets and the Righteous of
the Old Testament, and spoke of the coming of Christ, and acknowledged Him,
they believed in Him and He resurrected them spiritually, because the resurrection
of their bodies will take place at the Second Coming of Christ.



This event was the first of its kind and wondrous. That is why the Heavenly
Powers, seeing this event, burst into an explosion of joy, glorifying Christ, because
He, as the Life-Giver, gave life to the souls of people that believed in Him.

Christ is not just a God who accepts our honor and our praise, but He is a Life-
Giver who gives life to people, He is the conqueror of death. The demons know it,
the angels know it, the saints know it, but, unfortunately, it is ignored or forgotten
by many of us, so we do not treat our membership in the Church seriously, as
members of the resurrected Body of Christ.

Angels glorify God by crying out about this wondrous event, and many Christians
are indifferent, unmoved, and even on Sunday, it being a day of Resurrection,
Pascha, they do not live it resurrectionally, as expected, they do not go to church,
they do not commune of the resurrected Body of Christ.

This troparion shows us that we should not fear any Hades, any place of death and
despair, we must not be saddened by the various trials we have in our lives, but
that we should be certain that Christ is God and the Life-Giver, He is Powerful,
and when we call upon Him, He will crush every evil, every difficulty and
discomfort that is present in our lives, and He we will remove us from spiritual
death. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

A Word From the Holy Fathers

The divinely inspired Joel probably prophesied at the time when those placed
before him — namely, Hosea and Amos — would also be thought to have done so.
The Hebrews, in fact, decided that he should be ranked with them and not after
Micah. His denunciation, at least in my opinion, is of the people of Israel, and he
raises an extremely loud outcry against them for then reaching such a degree of
insolence, stupidity, and insensitivity as not to be diverted from evil by anyone at
all, and to succumb to calamities of such frequency, not to say successive
occurrence, despite no interval occurring when some respite from trouble might be
given, brief though it be. We shall find the blessed Prophet Isaiah also speaking in
similar terms; he said, remember, "The anger of the Lord of hosts was enkindled
against his people, and he stretched out his hand against them and struck them. The
mountains quaked, and their corpses were like dung in the open street. For all this,
his anger was not turned away; instead, his hand was still uplifted" [Is. 5:25].

You will understand how it was that they suffered one calamity after another, and
how the hand of the striker remained uplifted as if still to inflict further blows on
them. In other words, just as the worst illnesses sometimes require not a single
incision but even more, so, too, the human mind, when it is a willing victim of
insensitivity, requires very frequent striking if it is finally to recover the ability to



learn how to operate to its advantage. The blessed prophet Joel therefore seems to
have wisely applied chastisement to Israel as though it remained unmoved by the
great number of previous punishments, and advised it at the same time to change
from its involvement in turpitude to a choice for what pleased God. He added a
promise of what was dearest to them if they decided to repent, and gave them
confidence that they would find the Lord kind and mild.

[This] is the thrust of his prophecy as a whole....
— St. Cyril of Alexandria, Preface to the Commentary on Joel

Righteous John, Wonderworker of Kronstadt
By Saint John, Archbishop of Shanghai and San Francisco on the occasion of his
glorification

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice! A new God-pleaser is being
glorified by the Church.

A new intercessor and mediator for sinful men has openly appeared in heaven. Not
from the present day has he become a saint. From the day of his removal to the
Kingdom of Heaven he entered into the choir of the saints, and with them he
mediates for them that turn to him for help. With them he glorifies the Creator and
delights in inexpressible joy. Already for a long time, even during his life, many
have been venerating him as a God-pleaser. The miracles performed by him
testified to this. But that was only the opinion of feeling of individual persons, and
panichidas were performed for him, as for ordinary people. Now, though, the
Church states:

"Truly this 1s one of God's elect. Truly this is a righteous man and mediator for us
before God." The earthly Church celebrates, and all the holy angels and God-
pleasers make glad with her. Among them there is no envy or division. When one
of them is glorified, they all rejoice with him. And they rejoice not so much over
the honor rendered to him, as over the fact that through him men are turning to
God. They rejoice over the fact that men from the sinful world are turning their
mental gaze toward heaven. Let us lift up our spiritual eyes and we shall behold
John in heavenly glory.

Who is he? He is a great righteous man. His whole life he tried to keep God's
commandments and to do everything as God has commanded. He is a reverent
sacred minister of the Church. Not by inheritance did he become a priest, as did the
Old Testament priests, but by sincerely striving to serve God. He fervently raised
up prayers to God, assiduously kept the church regulations, was truly an image and
example for all sacred ministers. That is also why his prayer was effectual. He was
the incarnation of mercy, took pity on everyone, helped everyone. No only did he



respond to requests for help, but he himself sought out the needy. He condescended
to everyone, strove to help everyone, giving material, worldly alms to some,
raising up others from a sinful fall and enriching them with spiritual gifts. He was
also a stern denouncer of human sins, like unto the Prophet Elias and John the
Baptist, not fearing to speak the truth openly to someone's face. Kind to the
repentant, no matter how great their sins were, he could not bear obstinacy in sin.

A great wonderworker, he filled the whole world with his miracles, like unto Saint
Nicholas the Wonderworker, while by his teachings he edifies everyone going
along God's way. A clairvoyant, who saw what was within those who came to him,
what their life was, and who gave saving councils to each, at the end of his earthly
life he had already become a prophet, who foresaw the coming calamities, if
repentance and correction of life did not ensue. Let us then cry out to him now,
when before everyone he has shown forth in the spiritual heaven: "Pray for us,
righteous Father John; turn us all to the way of salvation, and deliver thine and our
fatherland from the calamities that have come upon it according to thy prophecy,
that joyfully we may cry out to thee: Rejoice, O righteous Father John, most
wondrous wonderworker and intercessor for us before God! Holy righteous Father
John, save us by thy prayers!"

Troparion in the Fourth Tone (composed by Archbishop John Maximovitch of San
Francisco)
O Wonderworker living in Christ forever, with love have mercy on those in
danger; hear your children who call upon you with faith; be compassionate
to those who hope for aid from you, O Father John of Kronstadt, our
beloved shepherd.

(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Martyr Laura of Cordoba

The Iberian peninsula was invaded by the Muslims at the beginning of the 8th
century. Between the years 756 and 929, the Emirate of Cérdoba was established
in the south. The Visigoths who lived in these lands are known as Mozarabs and it
was among this group of Christians who lived in the Umayyad lands that a
movement arose that led them to voluntary martyrdom. Apparently, the Muslims
and the Mozarabic ecclesiastical authorities had reached an agreement and, as long
as a series of rules were respected, they did not prevent the Christians from
continuing with their beliefs. However, due to the influence of Eulogio de
Cordoba, a group of almost 50 Mozarabic Christians volunteered for martyrdom,
afflicted by the Arabization of the population. Among them was Saint Laura of
Cordoba.



Saint Laura of Cordoba was a Mozarabic Christian of Visigothic origin and from a
noble family of Cordoba, who lived in Muslim Spain during the 9th century. She
married an important official of the emirate, with whom she had two daughters.
After six years she became a widow and, some time later, she decided to enter the
convent of Santa Maria de Cuteclara. (Centuries ago, a town called Cuteclara
existed near Cordoba, of which nothing remains today. A monastery dedicated to
the Virgin was built there and was known as the Monastery of Santa Maria de
Cuteclara. It was a duplex monastery, that is, it had a male community and a
female community. Several of the monks and nuns of this monastery are part of the
so-called "Martyrs of Cérdoba". Apparently, it is from this convent that Saint
Laura was abbess.)

For nine years she was abbess of the monastery, until under the influence of the
cleric Eulogio de Cérdoba and following the example of some companions who
had already immolated themselves for the Christian faith, she publicly proclaimed
her faith, blaspheming against Islam, and this entailed the death penalty. She was
arrested and since she did not consent to recant and embrace Islam, the chronicles
say that she was first flogged, then submerged in a boiling lead (or pitch) cauldron
where she miraculously continued to sing praises to God for three hours, after
which she was finally decapitated on October 19, 864.

Luitprand of Cremona (+ 972), a historian and Bishop, wrote about Saint Laura:
"My pen would be unable to trace all the virtues of the perfume with which this
sacred house was embalmed. Her pity filled the city of Cérdoba: the persecution
was inevitable and it broke out. Denounced to the chief of the Saracens, the
virtuous Laura generously confessed the faith of Jesus Christ; she was a victim of
her constancy. She was beaten for a long time, and her executioner finally plunged
her into a cauldron of boiling pitch. For three hours she sang the praises of her
God, who, satisfied with what her servant had suffered for Him, called her to dwell
among her Saints. Her relics, scattered in various churches in Spain, are
surrounded by the greatest veneration." (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

The “"Holy Week” Services of St. Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher
The Holy Week Services of St Demetrios the Myrrh-streamer
The love and devotion towards St. Demetrios the Great Martyr and Myrrh-streamer
from the Orthodox faithful of Thessaloniki is truly immense. Though to some it
may seem hyperbolic, St. Demetrios has worked countless wonders both for the
city of Thessaloniki, and for all the Orthodox faithful throughout the world. In
praise of Christ Who strengthened him in his martyrdom, and in honor and
thanksgiving to this great Wonderworker, various hymnographers have composed
hymns beyond those of the standard Menaia in praise of St. Demetrios.



Many of these hymns comprise the so-called "Holy Week of St. Demetrios". This
is a collection of pre-festal hymns from various sources in honor of the Saint, and
are generally modeled after and grouped correspondingly to the days of Holy
Week (i.e. the Passion and Resurrection of Christ). Thus, they begin on October
19th ("Palm Sunday") and proceed to the feast of St. Demetrios on October 26th
("Pascha"). Many of the hymns have been written by St. Symeon of Thessaloniki
(+1429), so we can see how this is an old and established tradition of this local
Orthodox Church.

The full services for the Holy Week of St. Demetrios (in Greek) are available
online here: Attp.//analogion.com/forum/showthread.php?t=14355. Below are
amateur translations of a few hymns from the Holy Week of St. Demetrios. They
are beautiful, compunctionate and theological works by two Fathers of our Church,
in praise of such a great role model and servant of Christ, St. Demetrios. May he
intercede for us all, and heal us of the passions of body and soul!

Doxastikon of the Praises in the Plagal of the Second Tone
(of Palm Sunday of St. Demetrios)

By St. Symeon of Thessaloniki

Before the days of your passion, the champion being in prison, the holy Nestor
approached him and said to him: “O glorious one, how will I be able to conquer
the terrible Lyaios?” He encouraged him, saying: “Go to that stadium, and you
will find me fighting with you, interceding for you to the Lord, and make the sign
of the cross, and in the midst of the battle cry: O God of Demetrios help me! And
you will break him and throw him down.

Kontakion in the Plagal of the Fourth Tone
(of Holy Monday of St. Demetrios)

As a second Jacob, you wrestled with your enemy, and as the chaste Joseph who
ruled over the passions, we honor you, for you O martyr were not a slave to sin or
to error, and you, O blessed one Demetrios, received grace for your struggle and
an incorruptible crown.

Kontakion in the Second Tone
(of Holy Tuesday of St. Demetrios)

Your nous trampled upon the enemies, and all of their deceits you dissolved, and
you were granted victory from above, O most-praised Martyrs, and cry out
together: How good and pleasant it is to be numbered with Christ.
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Oikos

In the heavens, O Christ, dwell Demetrios and Nestor, and they are arrayed by you
in divine light. Hasten speedily to me, who walk in the darkness of ignorance, to
heal the passions, O only Immortal One, and grant me the garment of
incorruption, that being arrayed in white, I might praise their light-bearing feast,
and cry to You, O Lord: How good and pleasant it is to be numbered with Christ.

Kontakion in the Fourth Tone
(for the Holy Wednesday of St. Demetrios)

By St. Romanos the Melodist

Victory-bearing champion of the Immortal Master, mighty soldier of the King of
Glory, O Demetrios, we the faithful praise you, saying: You have done well, to
grant life everlasting.

Oikos

Which should I hymn, O martyr Demetrios? Your pre-struggles? Your struggles?
Your post-struggles? All three I am compelled to praise. First, your pure way of
life, second, your struggles, third, your many miracles which you have worked and
continue to work from your tomb. Therefore, each of the faithful approaches your
living relic in faith, reaping as from Paradise, life everlasting.

Doxastikon of the Stichera in the Eight Tones
(of Holy Friday of St. Demetrios)

By John of Stavrakiou
First Tone

Our thrice-perfect protector, O greatly-glorified Demetrios, the abyss of
martyrdoms, the unfading flower, the fragrant apple, the vine which brings the
fruit of the various graces of the Spirit,

Second Tone

Your name is wondrous through all the earth, for the grandeur of your miracles
has reached the heavens above.

Third Tone

[ sing to you at this time with the instrument of David, for you imitated the God-
man Word of the all-exalted Father, as His close servant.

Fourth Tone

For though you did not ascend the cross, your most clean body was pierced, and
was shown forth as consumed.



Plagal of the First Tone (Tone 5 — Ed.)

And now we praise your precious passion, for though formerly Eden was guarded
by the fiery sword.

Plagal of the Second Tone (Tone 6 — Ed.)

The side of the Savior, which was fearsomely pierced, made passage for the noble
and godly-wise thief.

Grave Tone (Tone 7 — Ed.)

Because of thus, your name is wondrous through all the earth, and the greatness of
your glory is magnified from the ends of the world.

Plagal of the Fourth Tone (Tone 8 — Ed.)

Therefore, protecting your mother land, you look upon the Thessalonians, and they
are sheltered by you from all types of continuous trials.

Kontakion in the Second Tone
(for the Holy Saturday of St. Demetrios)
By St. Symeon of Thessaloniki

Desiring Christ, the incorrupt and living, you were run through with spears and
killed, and thrown in a well, and were not buried, not being granted your holy
tomb. You poured forth myrrh, and grant grace to those who cry out: This is the
body of the all-pure Demetrios, in whom Christ was glorified, Who lives, having
risen on the third day.

Oikos

When He Who holds all things in His palm was crucified, creation praised Him.
When this zealous Demetrios was crucified by spears, and in eros stretched out his
hands, and accepted piercing in his side, he was rendered as dead, and consigned
to the well, and as the sea poured forth a never-emptying river of myrrh, and
granted streams of wonders, healing the souls and bodies of many, and put to end
all error, and Lyaios is shamed, and with Christ who granted myrrh to the faithful,
we cry out: This is the body of the all-pure Demetrios, in whom Christ was
glorified, Who lives, having risen on the third day.

Ode I of the Canon in the First Tone.
(of Holy Pascha of St. Demetrios)
It is the day of Resurrection...
by John Stavrakiou

1t is the day of resurrection, the slaughter of Demetrios, for the error falls, and the
Church of Christ is radiantly resurrected, and greets in joy, and cries out to God a
joyous ode.



Let us all purify ourselves, and gather, arrayed in white, at the relics of Demetrios,
which shine. And beholding them as we have heard, to the martyr let us say:
Rejoice.

Truly the heavens declare the glory of God, and the faithful glorify the work of His
hands, the firmament hymns the martyr, the work of the hands of God, and because
of this rejoices.

(from full-of-grace-and-truth.blogspot.com)

Also Commemorated Today
Martyr Warus (Varus) and seven monk-martyrs in Egypt (307).
Translation of the relics of Venerable St John the Abbot of Rila in Bulgaria
St. Gabriel, abbot of St. Elias Skete, Mt. Athos (1901).
Righteous John, Wonderworker of Kronstadt (1908).
New Martyrs Monks Euthymius, John
New Hieromartyr Sergius priest (1937).
Blessed Cleopatra (327) and her son John, in Egypt.
Hieromartyr Sadoc (Sadoth), bishop of Persia, and 128 Martyrs with him (342).
Crown Prince Demetrius of Moscow (1582).
Venerable Leontius the Philosopher of St. Sabbas monastery (624).
St. Prochorus (Prohor), miracle-worker of Pchinja (Serbia) (10th c.).
Venerable Frideswide (Frithuswith) of Oxford, abbess (ca. 735) (Celtic & British).
St. Mnason, bishop of Cyprus (1st c.) (Cypriote).
New Monk-martyr Nicholas Dvali of Jerusalem (1314).
Hieromartyr Felix and Deacon Eusebius (Greek).
St. Ethbin of Kildare, Abbot (c. 625)
Hieromartyr Ednoth, bishop of Dorchester-on-Thames (1016)
St. Altinus (Attinus), founder of the churches of Orleans and Chartres (1* ¢?)
St. Aquilinus, bishop of Evreux (695)(France)
St. Desiderius of Longoret, near Bourges (c. 705)(France)
St. Eusterius, bishop of Salerno (5" c.)(Italy)
St. Lupus, bishop of Soissons (c. 540)(France)
Martyrs Ptolemy and Lucius of Rome (c. 160)
Martyr Theofrid, abbot of Calmeliac (728)(France)
St. Veranus, bishop of Cavaillon (590)(France)

Social Team for October 26
Team 9 — Wright family. Thank you!
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Pray for our priests!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Deacon Peter
Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers (scheduled for
ordination to the diaconate and priesthood this coming weekend), Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
1s taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see it fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!

Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians
Deacon Peter Sodini, Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Alexander Hurtsellers,
Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III,
Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn, Ignatios Leonardo and Joshua Horner. Make their
lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear
their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your
truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who
loves us, and to You we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-
holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.



Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers - Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& la, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.)
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