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October 26, 2025 – 20th Sunday After Pentecost (5th Sunday
of Luke) | Great-Martyr Demetrius the Myrrh-gusher

Lances, my Christ, pierced through Demetrios, emulating the passions of your
lance-pierced side. ** On the twenty-sixth spears pierced the side of Demetrios.

Saint  Demetrios  lived during the reigns  of  Emperors  Diocletian  (284-305)  and
Maximian (286-305), was from the city of Thessaloniki, pious from the beginning
by  his  parents,  and  a  teacher  of  the  faith  of  Christ.  When  Maximian  went  to
Thessaloniki, then this great Demetrios was captured and put in prison, because he
openly proclaimed piety and faith in Christ.

The emperor boasted concerning one man, whose name was Lyaios, who exceeded
others in his great physical stature and bravery, and because he tried to persuade
the people of  Thessaloniki  to enter  the stadium in order  to  fight  him.  For this
reason a young man who was a Christian by faith, whose name was Nestor, went to
Saint Demetrios who was in prison, and said to him: "Servant of God, I want to
fight Lyaios. Wherefore supplicate the Lord on my behalf." The Saint sealed his
forehead and said: "Lyaios you will conquer, and for Christ you will be martyred."
Nestor was encouraged and strengthened in his soul by the words of the Saint, and
immediately jumped into the stadium. And fighting Lyaios, he killed him. Thus he
overthrew his pride, as well as the boasting of the emperor.

 

mailto:Fr.Seamus@tuta.com


The emperor  was  therefore shamed,  so he grieved as well  as  became enraged.
Having heard that Saint Demetrios urged Nestor towards this, soldiers were sent to
him, having ordered them to pierce the Saint with lances in prison, because he was
the cause of the slaughter of Lyaios. When this took place, immediately the great
Demetrios  delivered his  holy soul  into the hands of  God.  He performed many
amazing miracles and healings after his death. After this the emperor ordered for
Saint Nestor to be decapitated.

Thus the death of Saint Demetrios took place in this manner, and his dead relic was
cast to the ground. Some Christians went and took it up, and buried him in the
earth.  A servant of the Saint whose name was Louppos,  that stood beside him
when he received a blessed death for Christ, took the blood of the Martyr on the
Saint's tunic, as well as the ring of the Saint, and anointing it with his blood, he
worked many great miracles through it, so that the entire city of Thessaloniki was
filled with the fame of these miracles. It was therefore not possible for the envy of
the devil to withstand this, nor for the emperor to not learn about it. For this reason
the good servant Louppos was captured and immediately murdered, becoming also
a Martyr of Jesus Christ.   (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19 EOB
Brethren, as regards the Good News which I preached, I proclaimed this to you,
brethren, that it is not of human origin.  I did not receive it from man and I was not
taught [this Good News] by man, but it came to me through a revelation of Jesus
Christ.  You have heard about how I used to live in Judaism, how I persecuted the
Church of God beyond measure, and how I ravaged it.  I advanced in the Jewish
religion beyond many  of  my  own age  among  my  countrymen,  as  I  was  more
extremely zealous for the traditions of my forefathers.  But when it was the good
pleasure of God, (who had set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me
through his grace, to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the
Gentiles), I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood:  I did not go up to
Jerusalem to visit those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia.
Later on, I returned to Damascus.  Then, after three years, I did go up to Jerusalem
to visit Peter and I stayed with him for fifteen days.  However, I did not see any of
the other apostles, except James, ‘the Lord’s brother.’      

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 16:19-31 EOB
The Lord said, “there was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine
linen, feasting in luxury every day.  A certain beggar named Lazarus was laid at his
gate, full of sores, who desired to be fed with the crumbs that fell from the rich
man’s table.   Yes,  even dogs came and licked his sores.   It  happened that  the
beggar died and that he was carried away by the angels to Abraham’s bosom.  The

 



rich man also died,  and was buried.   In hades,  he lifted up his  eyes,  being in
torment, and saw Abraham far off, and Lazarus in his bosom.  He cried and said,
‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, so that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool my tongue!  For I am in agony in this flame!’  But
Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime, you received your good
things, and Lazarus, in the same way, bad things.  But now, he is comforted here
and you are in anguish.  Besides all this, between us and you a great gulf is fixed,
so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot [do so], and that no one
may cross over from there to us.’  He said, ‘I ask you therefore, father, that you
would send Lazarus to my father’s house; for I have five brothers, that he might
bear witness to them, so that they would not also come to this place of torment.’
But Abraham replied to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets!  Let them listen
to them!’  But he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if one goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’  Then Abraham said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and
the prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone rises from the dead.’”

Homily on the Rich Man and Lazarus (Fifth Sunday of Luke)
By St. John of Kronstadt

The Gospel read today depicts the fate after the death of the rich and luxurious
merry man and the poor sick Lazarus. Especially remarkable and edifying is the
conversation of the rich man with the forefather Abraham, whom he saw from
hades far away in the heavenly dwellings, and with him the former beggar Lazarus.
In general, there is much that is instructive and edifying for us in today's Gospel.
Let us, with God's help, compose a discourse on today's Gospel and derive from it
spiritual benefit for our souls. 

In this Gospel, as in a mirror, sinful humanity is depicted, especially the noble and
rich, abundantly endowed by God with earthly gifts; and we can also see ourselves.
Listen. The Lord says: "There was a rich man, who was clothed in porphyry and
fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every day." In this verse, you may not
quite  understand  the  words  "porphyry  and  fine  linen."  Porphyry  is  a  precious
garment  made  of  purple  or  crimson  fabric,  in  which ancient  kings  and nobles
usually dressed. Fine linen was also the name given to a precious, golden garment
made of fine and delicate yarn gathered from an Indian tree, or, as others say, spun
from feathers,  which  was  also  called  byssus,  from the  Hebrew language  būṣu
which means whiteness;  however,  it  was yellowish or  purple in color  and was
precious  as  gold.  This  means  that  the mentioned  rich man  liked to  dress  very
luxuriously, set feasts and lived to the fullest of his pleasure. But what is especially
bad here, will ask our contemporary luxurious merrymakers? God has given us a
good means of living: why not live for our own pleasure, when we also have dear
friends with whom we can share our time? This is what very, very many people

 



think, say and do now. The pursuit of a merry life, of feasting, of ostentation, of
luxurious living conditions is now in great vogue. And in order to live in pleasure,
people do not neglect any means: neither large thefts for thousands and tens of
thousands,  or  even  hundreds,  nor  large  murders,  nor  various  deceptions  and
swindles. 

Brethren!  God's  judgment  is  more  certain  than  ours.  The  Lord  God  truly
condemned the rich man after death into the fire, into torment. He was worthy of it
for his passion to a luxurious and cheerful life, for his hardness of heart towards
poor Lazarus, whom it would have been so easy for him to shelter, caress, and
soothe. Such was the hardness of heart of the rich man, addicted to pleasure, that
the dogs were more affectionate to the sick man, because when they came, they
licked his scabs; but the rich man did not want to throw him a morsel, who only
wanted to satisfy himself with the crumbs falling from the rich man's table. How
quickly will you take crumbs to satisfy your hunger? Oh, inhuman, base soul! Oh,
the heart of stone, unfeeling! But let us look at our deeds: are we not also like the
rich man mentioned? Yes,  we are.  Sometimes we also like to dress up in silk,
velvet and gold, and although we do not feast brilliantly every day, we are not
averse to lust every day; and yet, from these passions, our hearts become coarser
and less and less sensitive to shortcomings, sorrows, pain and misfortunes of our
neighbors; and we are more and more overcome by wicked self-love, the desire to
live  to  our  heart's  content  and pleasure;  we care  less  and less  about  our  soul,
created in the image and likeness of God; we think and care less and less about
correcting our lives, about cutting off the thorns of passions and evil habits that
have grown in the soul, about good deeds that please God. Brothers and sisters! In
whom the passion for wealth, for finery and carnal pleasures reigns, Christian love
cannot live; it is impossible for God and mammon to work together (Matt. 6:24).
Let us live with the fear of God!

But let us continue the explanation of the Gospel: "And at his gate lay a poor man
named Lazarus, full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich
man's table; moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and
was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was
buried; and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far
off and Lazarus in his bosom. And he called out, 'Father Abraham, have mercy
upon me,  and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my
tongue; for I am in anguish in this flame'" ( Luke 16:20-24 ). This is the fate after
death of the honest, the poor, the sick, who bear their position with submission and
without complaint, and the fate of the hard-hearted and voluptuous rich! One is
carried immediately after death by the Angels to the Kingdom of Heaven to enjoy
blessings inexpressible in language, and the other is cast down into the abyss of

 



hades, into fire, into unbearable torment. This is the end of the sufferings and joys
of sinners here!

Let  us  live  with  the  fear  of  God,  spending  our  days  in  abstinence,  in  virtue,
especially in mercy to the poor. Let us use God's generous gifts to us according to
the will of the Lord, and not according to our own whims, remembering that we are
stewards, and not lords of the property given to us by the Lord.

But  let  us  listen  to  what  Abraham  answered  the  rich  man.  "Child,"  he  says,
"remember  that  you  received  your  good  things  in  your  lifetime,  but  Lazarus
received evil things; but now he is comforted here, but you suffer" (Luke 16:25);
that is, you enjoyed yourself on earth without measure, forgetting God and virtue,
in complete negligence of the soul, indulging only in carnal pleasures - and for this
you have a just punishment from the just Go. You ungratefully trampled all the
gifts of God, despised the love of God, which led you to repentance, despised your
neighbors:  for  this you are condemned to eternal  torment,  and Lazarus,  for  his
patience, for his sufferings, is now eternally comforted. O the Terrible fate of the
rich! And meanwhile, here on earth their lot is often enviable: they have a full cup
of everything, until death; and an occasion for pleasure and luxury every day. But
what is their soul, that is, the soul of the unmerciful, hard-hearted rich men? Does
God favor her? Is there in her the grace of God - this is the true wealth of the
Christian soul? Is there living faith, is there Christian hope, support in sorrows,
deprivations,  in  misfortunes  and  illnesses  -  is  there  Christian  love,  loving  all,
sympathizing with all, merciful to all? No, where there is passion for corruptible
goods, there is no place for incorruptible, heavenly virtue; there is no place for the
grace of God. 

But what does Abraham say next to the rich man? "And besides all this, between
us and you a great gulf is fixed, so that those who would pass from here to you
cannot,  nor  can  they  cross  from  there  to  us"  (Luke  16:26).  What  a  terrible
misfortune! An unrepentant sinner has no hope of passing from hades to paradise;
and even the righteous cannot help the unrepentant; all communication, all help
ceases. A terrible impossibility! The soul grows numb at these words! Blessed is
he who has stocked up here with a sufficient number of good deeds, and ended his
life with sincere repentance! After death there is no longer room for virtue and
repentance!

Let us hasten then, brethren, to repentance and good deeds. Time is still ours, by
the mercy of God. But it may soon be taken from us. Let us listen to what the rich
man says in despair: "I beseech you therefore, father, that you send him to my
father's house, for I have five brethren, that he may testify unto them, lest they also
come into this place of torment" (Luke 16:27-28). Both the rich man himself and

 



his  brethren  evidently  did  not  believe  that  after  death  there  is  a  terrible  and
lamentable torment for sinners, and therefore they lived, as he did, without caring
for repentance and correction. The former rich man now felt pity for his brethren,
fearing that they also might be cast into the same intolerable hellfire; and he asks
Abraham to send Lazarus to his brethren,  to testify of the existence of terrible
torments for sinners after death; i.e. the rich man wanted Abraham to send the dead
Lazarus to his brothers to admonish them. But Abraham said to him, "They have
Moses and the prophets," that is, their writings; "let them hear them." But the rich
man said, "No, Father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead, they
will  repent."  Then Abraham said  to  him,  "If  they  do not  hear  Moses  and  the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though someone rise from the dead" (Luke
16:29-31).

How many people today do not believe in the torments of Hades after death! They
also think and say what the rich and luxurious merry man thought and said in his
time: "Who was there to tell us that there are the torments of Hades? There are no
torments;  here  is  the  end  of  all  pleasures  and  torments;  after  death  there  is
nothing." Just as many now would like someone to rise from the dead and testify
that  there  is  a  terrible  place  of  torment  for  sinners!  They  do not  believe  God
Himself,  the  Savior,  who  testifies  to  us  about  this  in  the  Gospel,  they  do  not
believe the Apostles, the Holy God-bearing Fathers, and imagine that they would
believe  a  resurrected  dead  man!  But  this  is  impossible,  for  they  would  also
consider the resurrected one to be a phantom, a dream of the imagination, and they
would not believe either. So, read, brothers, the word of God, listen, become wise
and be saved. The Gospel is the word of God Himself: "Not one jot or one tittle
will  pass from it:  all  will  be fulfilled" (Matt.  5:18).  Attend the temple of God
diligently; educate your souls here for the Kingdom of God; for the temple is a
nursery  of  souls,  a  school  of  Christian  piety;  be  zealous  for  every  good deed;
conquer  sins,  correct  yourselves;  adorn  yourselves  with  meekness,  mercy,
compassion,  abstinence, purity and chastity; and at the end of life you will  not
remain in shame, and after death you will not be given over to torment, and you
will rest in the bosom of your forefather, or more - you will be with Christ, as the
Lord said to the repentant wise thief: "Today you will be with Me in Paradise"
(Luke 23:43). Amen.   (Translated by John Sanidopoulos)

Homily on the Resurrection Troparion in Tone 3
By Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos and Agiou Vlasiou

In the Resurrection Apolytikion we chanted today in the Divine Liturgy, which is
an  Apolytikion in  the third tone,  we sang  a  hymn to the  Risen Christ  who is
described as the "first-born of the dead." The hymn is as follows:

 



Εὐφραινέσθω τά οὐράνια,  ἀγαλλιάσθω τά ἐπίγεια,  ὅτι  ἐποίησε κράτος  ἐν
βραχίονι αὐτοῦ ὁ Κύριος, ἐπάτησε τῷ θανάτῳ τόν θάνατον, πρωτότοκος τῶν
νεκρῶν ἐγένετο, ἐκ κοιλίας ᾅδου ἐρρύσατο ἡμᾶς, καί παρέσχε τῷ κόσμῳ τό
μέγα ἔλεος.

Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad; for the Lord has shown
strength with His arm. Trampling down death by death, he has become the
first-born of the dead.  He has delivered us from the depths of the realm of
death and has given great mercy to our souls.

The sacred hymnographer urges us to rejoice and be spiritually glad, not only we
who live on earth and all that is found on earth, but the heavens, namely the angels
of God. This is because Christ by His Resurrection brought benefit to the noetic
spirits, to angels and people.

Our joy should not be restricted and should not be confined to external things, to
physical sensations and sensible things, but also to spiritual pursuits.  And what
greater event is there since the Resurrection of Christ?

By His  death  Christ  trampled  on death,  He  brought  us  out  of  Hades,  and  He
became the first-born of the dead, which means that He was the first to conquer
death and so He was born from the place of the dead.

Christ Himself has called us His brethren. After His Resurrection he said to the
Myrrhbearing women: "Go and tell My brothers to go to Galilee; there they will
see Me" (Matt. 10:10). Thus, our first and eldest Brother has been resurrected, and
that means that we and His subsequent brethren will be restored by His own power.
In a family where children come out of their mother's womb, they are called first-
born, second-born, third-born brethren. This also happens in the spiritual family.
As  our  first-born  Brother,  Christ,  was  raised,  this  means  that  we,  too,  will  be
resurrected by His own power.

When a swimmer comes out of the sea, first their head emerges and then slowly-
slowly their body also. The same thing happens in our circumstance. The first-born
Brother, Christ, was the first to rise, and then we also will rise, first spiritually and
then physically.

He "has given great mercy to our souls." He has given us His Grace to consider
Him as our first-born Brother and to live in the gladness of the earth and joy of the
heavens.

We are not alone in this world, we are not abandoned, even though people abandon
us, we have a strong and victorious first-born Brother, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Christ is our father, our brother, our friend, our bridegroom, our consolation, and
our life. He is everything to us. He satisfies all our spiritual needs, He solves all

 



our problems. He is not a God who dwells in the heavens and directs the universe
and the earth, but He is very close to us.

When we were abandoned by everyone, He becomes our father. If we don't have
people  to  help  us,  He becomes  our  brother.  When we feel  the absence  of  our
friends,  He  becomes  and  remains  our  friend.  When  we  are  missing  love,  He
becomes our bridegroom. When we are desperate, He becomes our consolation.
When fear and the shadow of death approaches us, He becomes our life.

Christ is our first-born Brother who has been raised from the dead and we can join
His own family, which is the Church, and participate in His eternal glory.  (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

                        A Word From the Holy Fathers
Proomion – I, Lord, do not ignore those gripped by affliction, those who cry out in
repentance to you, Savior:  “In your compassion give all men eternal life.”

The  only  Physician  of  our  bodies  and  souls  generously  provides  a  spiritual
infirmary for those whose wills were ill, so that the sick would seek and find a cure
from him.  The Redeemer is eager to treat the wounds of every man, and, in answer
to each prayer, to bring blessed joy to all; but sometimes the Lord holds back his
healing hands to arouse the sluggish from their lethargy.  Like a skilled doctor he
prescribes a cure for those who stagger, so that he can supply eternal life.

The support  of  our  life  is  the  salvation  of  all,  spreading  out  to  all  people,  an
undammed,  ever-flowing spring.   Like a generous master,  he grants  marvelous
favors to everyone; but the Lord wants his gifts to be requested, so that he can
accustom his servants to bring their  pleas to him,  their  Master.   Sometimes he
becomes enraged at indifference – but the rage is only adopted, not genuine.  For
this is just the method of the Lord's generosity, a way for him to supply eternal life.

The following is an accurate example of his compassion, convincing proof that the
good Lord's anger is merely a stratagem.  Long ago, when the Hebrews sinned, he
called on them to repent and said to Moses, their leader, “Allow me, loyal friend,
to become angry and to punish those who do not obey my laws.”  The Lord is
possessed  by  compassion,  but  he  ostensibly  deferred  to  Moses  in  his  plan  by
saying, “Allow me.  I shall punish the unbelievers, so I can give them eternal life.”

There can be no doubt that the Creator submitted the entire proposal to Moses to
emphasize  that  his  anger  was  filled  with  mercy.   The  Lord  placed  the
administration of his anger in Moses' hands, so that, hearing him say, “Allow me,”
Moses would realize that the Lord's anger is entirely able to be restrained.  He
wanted Moses to fall before him and cry out, “Forgiving Lord, All-merciful God, I

 



do not allow you to do this, unless you also promise me that you will give my
people eternal life.”

Another telling illustration of God's strategy is what happened to the Canaanite
woman, who begged Christ to cure her daughter.  He said it was not right to cast
the children's bread to dogs.  Inwardly the Lord is merciful; outwardly he seems
quick to anger.   Thus, he does not hesitate to preempt epithets of scorn.  In his
wisdom he  was  eager  to  reward the  Canaanite  woman,  who,  though  rebuffed,
defended herself  with vigor.   She did not  wither  in the face of  this  insult,  but
sought and gained eternal life.

Every good gift, every great reward comes down from on high, from the Father of
Lights, as the Apostle James says.  But the Lord is not bound; he wants to come at
our request. To use force or power is hateful to God; he does not want the minds
and wills of men to be forced.  But, like the good master he is, he himself submits
to force from men.  He surrenders and truly rejoices when his kingdom is captured
by forceful men.  And he gives to everyone eternal life.

God wants all this, but we are careless and find pretexts to flee, to flee the Savior's
grace in our lust for evil.  What deed, what word can be found by us to compare
with him who chose to endure everything for man?  Who else searches for us and
rescues us from danger?  Does not Christ himself turn toward us every day and
summon us?  Should we not listen?  For, just like a concerned father, he advises
self-control, so he can supply eternal life.

Look at all that has been done for our people by the Lord of Compassion, and look
what has been given back to God for all of this.  God made his first human creature
the glory of mankind, but he proved to be a barren tree and deserved to be rooted
out.  A loved apostle, with whom the Lord ate, was a traitor.  From the very dawn
of creation, Adam was destined to tyrannize other humans.  And Judas, to whom
Christ entrusted his money, sold the Lord.  For this treachery, he does not have
eternal life.

The  very  seedling  of  the  human  race  was  moribund,  dead  from its  roots;  the
primeval father sinned in the sight of the Lord.  But the merciful Lord supplies his
saving water to the parched.  Sometimes he warns us; at other times his threats
teach us.  In addition, the Lord grafted prophets to branches of the Law.  So it is,
thanks to the excellence of his cultivation, that a magnificent  tree has bloomed
forth for all men.  It rises tall from a virginal nursery and gives to everyone eternal
life.

How much  Christ  in  his  compassion  has  done for  the  redemption  of  us  all  is
evident to everyone who believes in him.  The merciful Lord taught tax-collectors
to  carry  his  message  to  us.  He  instructed  even  harlots  about  the  grace  of

 



repentance.   The  Samaritan  woman  drew  water  from  a  well  for  him.   He
miraculously  guided  even  hostile  crowds  and  fed  them  in  the  desert.   He
transformed wine into water at Cana, and gives everyone eternal life.

He has repaid the debt of sin on the head of every mortal and has taught us all to
keep his commandments.  But we do not observe them all in our willful wandering,
since sometimes cowardly rage rouses all of us – or passion seething in the heat of
vengeance.   But,  just  as a physician treats  illness with bitter medicines,  so too
Christ corrects and cures all of us by supplying eternal life.

Let us see, calmly and clearly, how the Physician of our souls treats us all and
compounds salves for every illness.  He knows what prescription is particularly
potent for each disease. He understands what sort of surgery each wound calls for.
And if the sick person kicks against harsh measures,the Lord changes his method
of treatment and applies his medical skills thereafter in much more gentle forms,
like a wise physician, so we can have eternal life.

In  curing   us  the  Lord  has  seen  that  we  have  no  confidence  in  soothing
incantations.  So he has adopted a more physical form of therapy: he shakes the
earth, and makes the ground gnash because of our sins.  We wailed during the
period of earthquakes; but afterward, as usual, we relegated all our prior panic to
oblivion.  Therefore, the Lord commanded the raindrops in the clouds never to fall
on earth.  In this way he could arouse the lethargy of our souls, so that we would
beg for eternal life.

The Creator delivered one blow after the other, but he did not find that men were
becoming better – rather, progressively worse.  So, he placed despair on the very
altar of grace and decided to burn the hallowed precincts of the churches, just as he
once handed the sacred Ark over to the Philistines.  The wails of the mob poured
out in the city's squares and churches, for fire would have destroyed everything, if
God had not come and given to us all eternal life.  

All  of  us  undoubtedly  know  what  happened  then  –  but  perhaps  the  memory
shackles our minds and consciousness, and makes our tongues quite hesitant to tell
the story.   The flames,  eager  to  engulf  the city,  were fed by roof timbers  and
whipped  into  a  firestorm  by  ferocious  winds.   Still  stunned  in  pain  by  this
catastrophe, we turned our rage into depraved rebellion.  We did not know that if
we repented, we could have eternal life.

Like  a  massive,  lightning-streaked  cloud,  the  fire  billowed into  the  entire  sky,
consuming everything, crashing, creating panic.  The flames did not yield to fierce
headwinds, did not fear water; even the water in the sea rose in waves against the
fire.   Men's  hands were useless in trying to control  the flames;  the fire fought

 



against  them and was victorious.   The sea itself had its  share of victory; for  it
barricaded those trying to flee, and so they cried out for eternal life.

Nevertheless, let me tell what I saw:  every building of the city, the churches, the
imperial palace, were beyond all hope – human hope; but God, as always, watched
over  everything.   The  Lord  calmed  those  citizens  who  begged  for  mercy  and
showed his pity to all of them.  But to the rebels, who did not want to be brought to
their senses by these threats, he showed his rage on the point of a sword, so that
they would come to know eternal life.

The city was buried beneath these horrors and cried in great sorrow.  Those who
feared God stretched their hands out to him, begging for his compassion and an
end to the terror.  Without doubt, the emperor – and is queen – were in these ranks,
their eyes lifted in hope toward the Creator:  “Grant me victory,” he said, “just as
you made David victorious over Goliath.   You are my hope.   Rescue,  in your
mercy, these loyal citizens and grant them eternal life.”

When God heard the voices of those crying out, including the imperial pair, he
gave the city his compassionate pity.  There were bitter tears for those slain by
swords.  Widows, once wives, cried; orphans, once sons, sobbed.  Fathers grieved
for dead children, families for relatives.  Others lamented the devastation of their
property.  This grief blanketed the entire city.  Even the throne of the patriarchal
church lay in the dust, although it supplies eternal life.

Before, our brothers in baptism raised hymns of praise to Holy Sophia and Holy
Irene,  glorious  emanations  of  the  city  in  heaven.   Now they  saw these  sacred
temples lying in the dust.  Their beauty, their splendor was filled with rubble; the
place  which  shone  in  radiance  was  now  a  dark  menace.   Thee  rays  of  its
magnificence once flashed like lightning/; now the fire repelled those who looked.
Our only hope lay in salvation, which gives eternal life.

Surely all the faithful, those who trust in God, always hope to be made worthy of
better things – those which come from God.  Remember Jerusalem and its mighty
Temple: the all-wise King Solomon, over a very long period, built and adorned that
Temple at a countless cost; yet it was destroyed because of Solomon's pride.  It
remains fallen.  It has not risen again.  But also remember the grace of the church,
which gives eternal life.

The people of Israel lost their Temple.  In its place we now have the churches of
the Resurrection and Zion, which Constantine and the faithful Helena gave to the
world, two hundred and fifty years after the destruction of the Temple.  But here in
the Imperial city people began the task of raising the churches only one day after
their fall.  The project gleams in glory and is being brought to perfection.  The

 



emperor and empress are proud of their generosity; but it is the Lord who gives
eternal life.

Today the royal pair, piously discharging their imperial duties, have done things
truly magnificent, brilliant, worthy of wonder, far surpassing the accomplishments
of previous emperors.  In a very short time they have raised up the entire city, so
that those who suffered truly forgot all their afflictions.  Holy Sophia, the very
home of our church, is being reconstructed with such skill that it imitates Heaven,
the throne of God, which supplies eternal life.

Al of us who cherish Christ and strive to give him glory beseech the Lord and
Creator of the heavens to solidify the foundation and the structure of this church.
May we be judged worthy to see this mighty building filled and swelling with
grace for those who celebrate the liturgies and sing the odes and hymns.  Let the
imperial pair, every citizen, and the priests rejoice that Holy Sophia gives to all
eternal life.

Immortal Savior, Son of the eternal Father, save all this metropolis, preserve its
churches,  preserve  the  imperial  pair!   Deliver  the  city  from  all  catastrophes,
earthquake, famine, death.  All-wise, All-powerful Lord, guard all the citizens; and
Grant me in my misery forgiveness for my sins.  Rescue your Melodist from the
terrors that surround me  and heal me in my despair.  Guide me through this life
without stumbling, and then give me eternal life.

– St. Romanos the Melodist, Kontakion O.54 On Earthquakes and Fires

Commemoration of the Great Earthquake at Constantinople in 740
You shook but balanced again the earth O Word, for of your wrath pity is greater.

In the twenty fourth year of the reign of Leo the Isaurian, in the year 740, at the
ninth indiction, on the twenty-sixth of October, there was such a great and terrible
earthquake in Constantinople, so that the upper stories and the more splendid of the
other buildings collapsed, and many people were crushed under the ruins and died.
And so on the day of the Great Martyr Demetrios we commemorate that terrible
threat of the earthquake, going in procession to the Church in Blachernae of our
all-pure, holy and glorious Lady, the Mother of God and Ever-Virgin Mary, where
we celebrate the divine and sacred Liturgy. At the prayers of the Theotokos may
we be delivered from every threat and attain eternal good things, in Christ Jesus
our  Lord,  to  whom  be  glory  and  might  to  the  ages  of  ages.  Amen.   (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

 



Martyr Leptina
Dragged along the ground by the impiously-minded, Leptina left behind on the

ground her stout flesh.
The  martyr  Leptina  met  her  end  by  being  dragged  along  the  ground.  (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

Venerable Demetrios of Misti-Konakh Near Nigde in Cappadocia
Saint Demetrios hailed from Misti-Konakli in Cappadocia (near Nigde), where he
lived a holy life and became a habitation of the Holy Spirit. Between 1860 and
1870, the Saint appeared in a dream to an illiterate but pious woman, Eleutheria
Elekidou  from Misti,  revealing  that  it  was  the  will  of  God  that  his  relics  be
exhumed, for his body was incorrupt. She led her husband and all the inhabitants
of Misti to a catacomb between the villages of Misti and Limna (Golcuk), where
they were gushing fragrant myrrh, and since then are a source of rich blessings and
many healings to those who invoke him.

The newly-revealed  Saint  of  God began  to  be  glorified  by  countless  miracles.
Christian believers from various places came to Misti to venerate the holy relics of
Saint  Demetrios and they received healing through his prayers.  His relics were
brought from the village of  Misti  to  the village of  Iana in Alexandroupolis  by
refugees from Misti-Konakli in Cappadocia, after the Asia Minor Catastrophe of
1922-24.  For  several  decades  the  relics  were  in  the  Cappadocian  Home  of
Alexandroupolis, in the Church of Saint Demetrios in Iana, and in January 2012
they were transferred to the Church of the Transfiguration in Alexandroupolis.

Saint Demetrios was neither a celebrated hierarch nor an eloquent theologian, but a
simple old man who spent the better part of his life in an unshakable firmness of
his faith, his patience, prayer, and gentleness of spirit. His icon shows a Saint in
popular Cappadocian dress, probably a shepherd or farmer, holding a cross. He
knew few letters and he did not know the evils of the world. He lived far from
complex systems of humanistic rationalism, remaining simple, poor in spirit, and
therefore full of faith. The Holy Spirit dwelled in his heart.

Saint  Demetrios  of  Misti  in  Cappadocia  reposed  in  the  Lord  and  received  the
recompense of the labors and toils that he endured for Christ, whom he loved more
than all corrupt and fleeting things, so that now, wearing a crown in heaven, he
rejoices with the choirs of the saints and beholds in glory the Prize-bestower, our
Lord Jesus Christ, to whom be glory and dominion and worship unto the ages of
ages. Amen.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

 



Also Commemorated Today
Monk-martyrs Hieromonk Victorin, Schema-Monk Gideon, Alexander, Antonin, 
Bartholomew, Demetrius, Ioann, and Ignatius of New Athos (1930)
Venerable Theophilus of the Kiev Caves, bishop of Novgorod (1482).
Venerable Kosmas of Yakhrom (1492)
Martyr Luppos (Lupus) (306).
Venerable Athanasius of Medikion Monastery (814).
Venerable Demetrius of Basarbov in Bulgaria (1685).
Venerable Demetrius of Tsilibinsk (14th c.).
St. Anthony, bishop of Vologda (1588).
St. Cedd, bishop of Lastingham, apostle of the East Saxons (664)
St. Eata, bishop of Hexham and abbot of Lindisfarne (686) 
Martyr Ioasaph, monk of Mt. Athos, disciple of St. Niphon of Constantinople (1536) 
St. Alexander Okropiridze, bishop of Guria and Mingrelia, Georgia (1907)
Translation (1971) of the relics of New Martyr George of Ioannina (1838)
Martyrs Artemidorus and Basil (Greek).
Martyr Glycon (Greek).
Martyrs Lucian and Marcian of Nicomedia (250)
St. Alfred the Great, King of the West Saxons (+899)
Ss. Aneurin (Gildas) and his son Gwinoc, monks, 6th c. (Wales)
St. Bean (Beo  á  n, Mo Bhióc), Bishop of Mortlach (c. 1012)
St. Cuthbert of Canterbury, Bishop (758)
St. Eadfrid of Leominster, abbot and hieromonk (675)
St. Albinus, bishop of Angers (550) (France)
St. Albinus (Witta), bishop of Bueraburg (c. 760)(Germany)
St. Demetrius, first bishop of Gap (5th c.) 
St. Aptonius of Angouleme (c. 567) (France)
St. Rusticus, bishop of Narbonne (461)(France)
St. Adalgott, abbot of Disentis Abbey (1031) (Switzerland)
Sts. Alanus and Alorus, bishops of Quimper (5th c.)(Brittany)
Martyr Evaristus, pope of Rome (c. 108)
St. Guadiosus, bishop of Salerno (c. 650) (Italy)
St. Gibitrudis, nun of Faremoutiers (c. 655)(France)
St. Humbert, Prior of Bueraburg (c. 741)(Germany)
St. Quadragesimus of Policastro, subdeacon (c. 590)(Italy)
Martyrs Rogatian (priest) and Felicissimus of Carthage (c. 257)
St. Sigibald, bishop of Metz (c. 740)(France)
Martyrs Valentine   and Engratia of Segovia (c. 715)(Spain)

 

https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://anastpaul.com/2024/10/26/saint-of-the-day-26-october-saint-rusticus-of-narbonne-died-461-bishop/
https://www.saintforaminute.com/saints/saint_aptonius_of_angouleme
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1026g.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1026f.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://pyhiinvaeltaja.wordpress.com/2010/11/08/st-bean-bishop-of-mortlach/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1026c.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1026b.html
https://www.daimonologia.org/2018/10/saints-lucian-and-marcian-two-former.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/10/holy-martyr-glykon.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/10/holy-martyrs-artemidoros-and-basil.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/01/saint-george-of-ioannina-resource-page.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2021/10/translation-of-relics-of-holy-new.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/10/holy-new-martyr-joasaph-new-1516.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1026a.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/10/26/108922-saint-demetrius-of-tsilibinsk
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/10/saint-athanasios-of-medikion-monastery.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/10/26/103062-martyr-lupus
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2020/02/saint-kosmas-of-yakhrom-1492.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/10/saint-theophilus-of-kiev-caves-and.html
https://www.orthodox.net/russiannm/caucasus-mountains-hieromartyrs-martyrs-and-confessors.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-october/


Social Team for November 2  
Team 10 – Watts family, Parsons family, Jonathan Doyle. Thank you!

Pray for our priests!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch.  The seminarians are: Deacon Peter
Sodini,  Deacon  Maximus  Cannaverde,  Bradley  Shaffer,  Nicholas  Cizin,  John
Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,  Spyridon  Raburn  and
Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from
seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago, and we already see it
fruit – Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood,  Fr.  Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch,  and  seminarians
Deacon Peter  Sodini,  Deacon Maximus Cannaverde,  Bradley Shaffer,  Nicholas
Cizin,  John  Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,  Spyridon
Raburn, Ignatios Leonardo and Joshua Horner.  Make their lives as holy as the
word they preach.  Keep them from being discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our
salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them
priests after Your own heart.  For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.

 



Movie Night!
On Saturday, November 8, in lieu of vespers we will serve the supplicatory canon
to St. Nectarios of Aegina at 4:30 followed by a screening of “Man of God”, a
movie about his life.

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the  Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the  suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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