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Sunday of Luke) | Saint Ambrose, Bishop of Milan
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas

Saint Ambrose was born in Milan around 340 A.D. He completed his studies in
rhetoric,  philosophy  and  law.  A  virtuous  and  righteous  man,  his  conduct  was
blameless even before he was baptized. While practicing the profession of Judge
he  tried  to  impart  justice  without  discrimination  of  persons  or  offices.  His
admirable  and pious  life  and state  of  being brought  the  mercy  of  God,  which
"chased"  after  him and made  him worthy  to  be  baptized  and become  a  living
member of His Church. In a relatively short time, he received all the grades of the
priesthood, going from Deacon to Presbyter to Bishop of Milan. As a Bishop he
was distinguished for the sacrificial love he had for his fold, as well as for his
struggles  against  heresies.  The  known incident  from history,  which  took  place
between Saint Ambrose and Emperor Theodosius, highlight the spiritual prowess
of the Saint and his commitment to the faith of his Fathers. He did not allow the
Emperor Theodosius to enter into the sacred church, until he sincerely repented of
the killings he ordered inside the hippodrome of Thessaloniki. Saint Ambrose had
a peaceful end. He was "perfected in peace" in the year 397, at the age of 57. 

His life and disposition give us the opportunity to highlight the following:
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First,  the  administration  of  justice  which  is  administered  by  legitimate  state
institutions, is something very important for the functioning of human societies.
Human justice, however, if it is necessary, differs very much from the justice of
God, which is identical with His love and its purpose is to correct and save man
and not to punish. The divine Chrysostom when speaking of the justice of God
says that it is His love, which "made His Son sin and justified sinful men. While
the justice  of  men before God is  as  'filthy  rags'".  God,  because  He is  without
passion, is not partial, for He does not discriminate between persons depending on
their material goods or the offices they hold, but before Him all people are equal.
In the same way will all those behave who love God and try to govern according to
His will.

For one to be in a position to judge and to judge fairly, they must themselves be
free from their passions, which cause social anomalies and irregularities, so they
could truly love. But because this is certainly difficult, it would be good, at least,
for the judge to make judgment  and a decision in the fairest  possible way, not
thinking of  their  own passions  and mistakes,  but  by  putting  themselves  in  the
position  of  the  one  being  judged.  At  the  same  time,  they  should  try  to  judge
according to the spirit and not the letter of the law.

To  return  justice  is  a  difficult  and  responsible  task  and  should  be  done  with
seriousness, the fear of God, prayer and caution, in order to avoid great and serious
errors.  Human  life  is  a  gift  from God and  no  one  has  the  right  to  destroy  it
frivolously  because  of  their  passions  and  mistakes.  The  exhortation  of  Holy
Scripture: "Learn justice all who dwell upon the earth", is directed to those who
have borne the serious and responsible task of instituting lawful justice, and it is
always timely.

Second, in the Apolytikion (Troparion) of Saint Ambrose there is written, among
other things,  the following:  "You are  a  mystagogue of  correct  doctrines  to the
faithful...."  That  is,  he  taught  the  faithful  to  observe  exactly  and correctly  the
doctrines of the Church.

The doctrines of the Church are the truths of the faith, as they were revealed by the
Triune God and recorded by the Holy Fathers of the Ecumenical Synods. "They are
also  called  'boundaries',  because  they  are  boundaries  between  truth  and  error"
(Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos). The teaching of the truths of the faith is a
sacred service and mystagogy, as is the exact observance of dogma, since they are
associated directly with the true worship of the Triune God. At the same time they
protect the faithful from the delusion of heresy and help them to remain within the
Church and therefore be found in the correct perspective for the acquisition of a
living communion with the Triune God. The saints know from experience that any
derogation from dogma signifies losing the way to communion with God, as well

 



as existential freedom, namely sovereignty over the passions, which is achieved by
experiencing the way of life offered by the Orthodox Church.

Doctrine is directly linked with the ethos and way of life of everyone that lives and
abides by that which they believe. The doctrines of the Orthodox Church are the
way of life of all those who are struggling to achieve their personal sanctification.
They are  a  source of  inspiration and a  cause  of  genuine love,  which is  linked
directly with the exact correctness of the doctrines. This is why in matters of faith
and the life  of  worship  there is  no room for  sentimentalism and various  other
illnesses,  because it  is one thing to love heretics,  which must  exist,  for no one
should hate someone who is ill but rather their illness, and it is another thing to
share in worship and Divine Communion, which presupposes membership within
the Church.

Doctrines are a source of life and transfuse this life which conquers death and
generates authentic love, existential freedom and true justice. When one loses these
three great goods, especially love, then they look to find their rights, ignoring, of
course, that they find them truly when they sacrifice them for the sake of their
neighbor.   (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Homily on Saint Nicholas of Myra
By St. John of Kronstadt

The truth of things has revealed you to your flock as a rule of faith, * an icon of
meekness, and a teacher of temperance; * for this cause, you have achieved the
heights  by  humility,  riches  by  poverty.  *  O  Father  and  Hierarch  Nicholas,
intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved. (Troparion to Saint Nicholas)

In public life, examples of some have a very strong effect on others. Examples are
very enticing to imitate. And what if these were only good examples? How public
life would be ordered then! How many passions and vices would be eradicated in
people! With what faith, what piety and honesty would the flock of God live then!
But unfortunately, there are always many more bad examples than good ones, due
to people's passion for carnal life and the perishable things of this fleeting world.
That is why our life is full of various vices - lack of faith, unbelief, intemperance,
pride, malice, foul language and bad deeds, idleness and other sins. There are very
few living good examples  in the world.  But  the Holy Church presents  us with
countless good examples for us, her children, to imitate. The Lord Jesus Christ
adorned the intelligent heaven of the Church with a multitude of bright stars, each
brighter than the other, although all bright - to illuminate our earthly, wandering
life and guidance to the heavenly fatherland. Today the Holy Church points out to
us in its heaven, as a all-bright star, our Holy Father Nicholas, Archbishop of Myra
the Wonderworker.  Therefore,  let  us fix  our gaze on this star,  which has been

 



shining  for  one  thousand  five  hundred years  in  the  heaven  of  the  Church and
illuminating many children of God with its light. Look, what a wondrous light this
spiritual star gives off! 

"A rule of faith, an icon of meekness, and a teacher of temperance; for this cause,
you  have  achieved  the  heights  by  humility,  riches  by  poverty,  O  Father  and
Hierarch Nicholas." This is how the Holy Church describes the Christian virtues of
our Holy Father Nicholas. Behold, what a most radiant radiance this star gives to
the souls of the faithful! See what high virtues the Saint of God has, given to us by
the Lord as a model for our life. He had such virtues without which a Christian
cannot be called a Christian, and which many of us do not have: he had great faith,
and therefore is called the rule of faith. He proved this faith by his deeds, firstly, by
great  meekness  and  gentleness,  secondly,  by  abstinence  in  everything,  which
Christians now so neglect, and finally, by mercy to the poor and those subjected to
various troubles and misfortunes. Let us take these virtues of the Saint of Christ as
a model for ourselves and let us, according to our strength, imitate them.

Saint Nicholas was and served as a rule or model of the faith of Christ. Let us learn
faith from him. They complain about the lack of faith in Christians of our time.
Why do many Christians have no faith? Or why is their faith weak? From carnal
life, from the fact that they care only about what to eat and drink, how to make a
profit, or how and what to wear, not caring about their soul, about its purification
and salvation, about its incorruptible food of prayer and reading the word of God,
about the communion of the Holy Mysteries, about the incorruptible clothing of the
soul,  or  about  good deeds.  Saint  Nicholas  was  the  rule  of  faith  for  his  flock:
because from his infancy he loved Jesus Christ with all his heart and even in his
youth he carefully studied the Holy Scriptures, and not just, but with the decisive
intention of imitating the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore he became an excellent
imitator of his Master and was himself honored to bear His image on earth. Yes, he
was the rule of faith for his flock and his flock was believing. But many Christians
of our time do not know the main dogmas of their faith!

Brethren, read or listen to the Gospel more often; delve into it, reflect, remember
and apply to your heart and life the teaching of the Savior. Do not think always
about food and drink, about clothes and profit, or about pleasures, do not read only
worldly books, all this will serve nothing at death.

Saint  Nicholas  the Wonderworker,  furthermore,  was  a  model  of  meekness  and
humility.  They  say  that  he  always  had  a  bright,  kind  and  very  pleasant  face,
testifying to his  spiritual  goodness  and gentleness.  Nowadays,  in times poor in
faith, people complain of the pride, malice, impatience, irritability, arrogance of
people; parents complain of the rudeness and disobedience of children; children
complain  about  their  parents;  masters  about  servants;  servants  about  masters;

 



superiors about subordinates; subordinates about superiors. Often between two or
three  quarreling  persons  an  outsider  is  needed  to  reconcile  the  irritated  and
embittered. Why is this? Because there is no spirit of Christ in these people. They
do not know, or they know, but do not want to fulfill the words of Christ: "Learn of
Me, for I am meek and lowly in heart" (Matt. 11:29); that we must admonish our
adversaries with the spirit of meekness;  that a Christian must  love his enemies,
bless those who curse him, and pray for those who offend us; that when we are
reproached,  we  must  not  reproach  one  another,  just  as  Christ,  when  He  was
reproached, did not reproach another (1 Pet. 2:23). Do not respond to insults with
insults,  to  malice  with  malice,  to  insolence  with  insolence,  to  insult  with
vengeance,  to  any  unrighteousness  with  unrighteousness  as  well.  If  Christians
begin to live like this, they will no longer be Christians or people, but beasts whose
fate will  be with the beast of the abyss - the devil in eternal fire.  Holy Father
Nicholas! Image of meekness and gentleness! With your sweet-breathing prayers,
ask for meekness, gentleness, and patience for Christ's inheritance.

Saint Nicholas was a teacher of temperance in word and deed, because he himself
was a great faster. Tradition says that as an infant he sucked milk only from his
mother's  right breast, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he partook of this infant
food only once,  and then only  in  the evening.  Thus,  from his  very  birth  from
above,  he  was  taught  fasting,  which he  observed until  his  very  death.  Let  the
example of the Saint of God teach gluttons,  fast-breakers and drunkards not to
please the belly, which God will soon abolish; for it is said: "Foods for the stomach
and the stomach for foods, but God will destroy both it and them" (1 Cor. 6:13).
How much intemperance has increased in our time!  What drunkenness and the
resulting riots, fights, foul language, thefts! O people, and Christians at that, worse
than any beasts! O generation of vipers, to whom the fire of Gehenna awaits, if
they do not resolve to correct themselves immediately! If there are drunkards here
in this holy temple, I beseech them in the name of God to abandon drunkenness
immediately and to take utmost care for abstinence: "for drunkards shall not inherit
the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:10); for drunkards are the plague of society, a grief
and misfortune for their families and an unbearable burden for themselves. Holy
Father  Nicholas,  good  and  compassionate  shepherd,  warmest  and  most  ready
deliverer, snatch, by the means which you know, given to you by the grace of God,
the flock of Christ from the jaws of the invisible wolf, who is dragging it into the
abyss of hell, into eternal fire and into outer darkness, "where there is weeping and
gnashing of teeth" (Matt. 8:12), according to the true word of Christ. 

Regarding the chastity of Saint Nicholas, tradition says that he carefully avoided
women, and not only did not speak to them, but he was careful in every way to
avoid even looking at a woman's face; he preserved true chastity and with a pure

 



mind constantly looked at God, he loved to be in the holy temples of God, where
he often spent days and nights in divine contemplation, prayer and reading divine
books. Let fornicators and adulterers hear this, especially those who excuse their
debauchery by the need and necessity of nature, and let them imitate, as far as
possible, the chastity of the Saint of God, in every way avoiding even an impure
look at a woman.

Another high virtue of the Saint of Christ should be mentioned for our imitation,
namely, his almost unparalleled mercy to the poor and unfortunate. Thus, among
other  acts  of  mercy,  he  was  a  feeder  of  the  poor,  and  distributed  all  his  rich
inheritance  to  the  poor.  In  our  age,  the  poor  are  despised,  called  vagabonds,
parasites,  and people prefer to spend their money on various whims, on useless
luxury, than to give even a little to the poor. Where is the brotherly love among
Christians, which is merciful, does not exalt itself, is not proud, does not think evil
and  is  not  irritated  (1  Cor.  13:4)?  Where  is  this  love,  which  provides  for  its
neighbor as for itself, desiring happiness and contentment for its neighbors, as for
itself? Where is the faith in the words of Christ: "Inasmuch as you have done it
unto one of the least of these my brethren, you have done it unto me" (Matthew
25:40)? Or the words of another scripture: "He that has mercy on the poor, lends
unto God: according to his giving shall he be repaid" (Proverbs 19:17)? 

Here are some of the virtues of the Saint of Christ, Nicholas, presented for our
imitation. It is impossible to count all his good deeds because of their multitude.
Let us imitate, each according to his own strength, at least these virtues of the great
Luminary of the universe.   (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 13:17-21
Brethren, obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they watch out for
your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not with
grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.  Pray for us; for we are confident that
we  have  a  good  conscience,  in  all  things  desiring  to  live  honorably.   But  I
especially urge you to do this, that I may be restored to you the sooner.  Now may
the  God  of  peace  who  brought  up  our  Lord  Jesus  from  the  dead,  that  great
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make you
complete in every good work to do His will, working in us what is well pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 6:17-23
At that time, Jesus came down with the apostles and stood on a level place with a
crowd  of  His  disciples  and  a  great  multitude  of  people  from  all  Judea  and
Jerusalem, and from the seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him and be
healed of their diseases, as well as those who were tormented with unclean spirits.

 



And they were healed.  And the whole multitude sought to touch Him, for power
went out from Him and healed them all.  Then He lifted up His eyes toward His
disciples,  and said:   “Blessed  are you poor,  for  yours is  the kingdom of  God.
Blessed  are you who hunger now, for you shall be filled.  Blessed  are you who
weep now,  for you shall laugh.  Blessed are you when men hate you, and when
they exclude you, and revile  you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son of
Man’s sake.  Rejoice in that day and leap for joy!  For indeed your reward is great
in heaven, for in like manner their fathers did to the prophets.”                             

Commentary on Today's Gospel Lesson
By St. Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria

Jesus performed very many wonderful miracles, rebuking demons, delivering from
incurable  diseases  whosoever  drew near  to  Him,  and displaying His own most
godlike power; that both the Jews, who had run together to Him, and those from
the country of the pagans, might know that Christ... was not some ordinary man of
those in our degree, but, on the contrary, god, as being the Word Who was made
man, but retained, nevertheless, His own glory.  For “power went forth from Him,
and healed all.”  For Christ did not borrow strength from some other person, but
being Himself god by nature, even though He had become flesh, He healed them
all by the putting forth of power over the sick.

“Blessed are you poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”  ...It seems likely that by
the poor, whom He pronounces blessed, He here means those who do not care for
wealth,  and are  superior  to  covetousness,  and despisers  of  base  gifts,  and of  a
disposition  free  from  the  love  of  money,  and  who  set  no  value  upon  the
ostentatious display of riches. 

Ans so the most wise Paul manifestly guides us into the best doctrines, where he
says, “Let your disposition be free from the love of money, being contented with
what it has;” and to this he has added, that “having nourishment and the means of
shelter, we will be therewith content.”  The argument, however, does not affect all
whose means are abundant, but those only whose desire is set upon riches – and
who  are  these?   All  to  whom  our  Savior's  words  apply:  “Store  not  up  for
yourselves treasures upon the earth.”

“Blessed  are  you  who  hunger  now,  for  you  shall  be  filled.”   The  Savior
pronounced those blessed who love a voluntary poverty, to enable them honorably,
and without distraction, to practice the apostolic course of life.  This is a burden-
some thing for those who are suffering poverty and persecutions;  therefore,  He
Who knows hearts very suitably does not permit us to be dispirited because of the
results of poverty; for He says that those who hunger now for their piety's sake
towards Him shall be filled – that is, they shall enjoy the intellectual and spiritual
blessings that are in store.

 



“Blessed are those who weep now, for you shall laugh.”  He pronounces those who
weep blessed, and says that they shall laugh.  But by those who weep, we say that
those are not  meant  who simply  shed tears  from their  eyes;  for  this is  a thing
common to all  without exception,  whether believers or unbelievers,  if  anything
happens of a painful nature; but those rather who shun a life of merriment and
vanity and carnal pleasures.

For of the one we say that they live in enjoyment and laughter; whereas believers
abandoning luxury and the careless life of carnal pleasures and all but weeping
because of their abhorrence of worldly things are, our Savior declares, blessed; and
for this reason, as having commanded us to choose poverty, He also crowns with
honors the things which necessarily accompany poverty, such as, for instance, the
want  of  things  necessary  for  enjoyment  and  the  lowness  of  spirits  caused  by
privation; for it is written that “many are the privations of the just, and the Lord
shall deliver them out of them all.”

“Blessed are you when men shall hate you.”  The Lord mentioned persecution,
even before the Apostles had been sent on their mission.  The Gospel anticipated
what  would  happen.   For  it  was  altogether  to  be  expected  that  those  who
proclaimed the Gospel message, and made the Jews abandon their legal mode of
worship  to  learn  the  Gospel  way  of  virtuous  living,  while  they also  won over
idolaters to the acknowledgment of the truth, would come in contact with many
impious and unholy men.  For such are those who, in their enmity against piety,
excite wars and persecutions against those who preach Jesus.  To prevent them,
therefore, from falling into unreasonable distress whenever the time should arrive
at  which such events were sure to befall  them from some quarter or other,  He
forewarns them for their benefit that even the assault of thing s grievous to bear
will bring its reward and advantage to them.  For they shall reproach you, He says,
as deceivers, and as trying to mislead; they shall separate you from them, even
from their friendship and society; but let none of these things trouble you, He says:
for what harm will their intemperate tongue do to a well-established mind?  For the
patient suffering of these things will not be without fruit, He says, to those who
know how to endure piously,  but  is  the pledge of  the highest  happiness.   And
besides, He points out to them for their benefit, that nothing strange will happen to
them,  even  when  suffering  these  things;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  will
resemble those who before their time were the bearers to the Israelites of the words
that came from God above.  They were persecuted, they were sawn asunder, they
perished slain by the sword, they endured reproaches unjustly cast upon them.  He
would therefore have them also understand that  they shall be partakers with those
whose deeds they have imitated; nor shall they fail in winning the prophet's crown,
after having traveled by the same road.

 



Homily on Unbelief and Indifference in Religion
By Fr. Nicholas Bjerring, Delivered Feb 9, 1873 in New York City

The subject  about which,  by the grace of  God, I  intend to  speak today,  is  the
perversion of this age in which the enemies of God and of man confuse the minds,
corrupt the morals,  undermine religion, and, rending asunder all  bonds,  seek to
overthrow Divine and human order. It is the spiritual blindness of so many who
attack  Christianity,  preach  vice  under  the  name  of  virtue,  allow  themselves
everything with lawless audacity, proudly disregarding every authority, mislead the
innocent, who poison the spirits and murder the souls. It is the deadly unbelief and
the  religious  indifference  which  denies  everything  Divine  and  holy,  the
indifference, which is lukewarm and cold toward all that is good — this it is what
troubles my heart and fills my soul with pain.

The greatest evil in the world is unbelief, the apostasy from God. This apostasy
from God is the continual source of corruption. This is a law of the eternal justice.
For the man who falls from God and recognizes infidelity is nothing more holy; for
him ceases everything that religion highly esteems — family, property, father-land.
A  nation  in  which  skepticism  gains  the  dominion  is  sure  to  meet  perdition.
Unbelief undermines all foundations of society, till finally regarding neither divine
nor human authority it seeks seeks to upset everything existing. Thus teaches the
history of all times.

Was it not during the rule of the Commune in Paris, as if there the angel of the
Apocalypse had opened the abyss from which ascends scorpions? Was it not the lot
of  the  Prince  of  Darkness  to  plunder  and  murder;  was  it  not  a  picture  of
unspeakable  misery,  which  there  unfolded  itself  under  the  red,  blood-steeped
banner? God permitted for a short time of this unlimited rule in order to remind the
nations again into what abyss apostasy from God does lead, and how everywhere,
at all times, the truth of the law of eternal justice does stand, that unbelief is the
source of all evil, and the end of corruption. “The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.” This eternal truth appears very clearly, when one considers more closely the
watchwords and phrases of unbelief,  and compares  with them the deeds which
were  seen  as  the  last  consequences  of  the  same  in  the  days  of  the  Parisian
Commune.

The devil is only the ape of God; he knows no other inducements to allure to his
kingdom than the promises which the Lord has made to His believers, only that he
explains  them in his  way,  and thus  turns  the  divine  truth into  a  lie.  Man was
created in the image of God, and “ye shall be as God,” were the words of the first
temptation of the serpent, but it led, through sin, to corruption. To the Son of God
was promised dominion over the world, and the devil endeavored to seduce Him
through the promise of “all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory.” The same

 



value have the promises of the Internationalists and the communists. They incite
men to their service through all  that which God has named as the prize in His
service.

“Liberty” is the first watchword that resounds from the ranks of these enemies of
order and government, and the glorious liberty of the children of God is also the
reward of those who follow the Gospel. But the evangelical liberty is freedom from
slavery of sin, from the power of death; it is the sonship of God. The liberty at
which the Internationalists aim is the despising [of] the commandments of God, the
self-willed separating from His ordinances upon earth, as Church authority, family
— these all are instituted to bring man into the service of God, or to preserve him
in the same.

“Equality” proclaims the Internationale to its adherents eager after unjust good and
enjoyment, and agreeably falls the word upon the ear of the envious multitude. The
equality of men is also the doctrine of Christianity. All men are equal before God;
all were created alike in His image; to all has appeared the same salvation. The
equality  of  the  Commune  is  the  claim  alike  to  the  enjoyments  of  the  world,
possession,  power,  and  the  gratification  of  the  passions.  The  desire  after  this
equality is the opposite of the commandment, “Thou shalt not covet.” The motives
are envy, disloyalty, and indolence, and the way to satisfaction is the putting aside
of every authoritative order, the plundering of those who hold possessions, and the
emancipation of the flesh.

“Fraternity” is the third word upon the red flag — the beautiful battle-cry also of
the Christian. The children of God are brethren, and are to be of one mind and soul,
and  to  communicate  among  themselves  that  there  be  none  among  them  that
lacketh. The common love of man becomes among Christians brotherly love, and
the standing salutation of the Apostle, “Beloved brethren,” is the language of every
Christian  heart.  But  what  does  the  Commune  understand  by  “fraternity”?  The
answer was given to the world in the howling of rage and murder, of petroleurs and
petroleuses, even the names of which point to crime, because only the Commune
had invented them.

The abuse of those words shows us that words in themselves are dead, and receive
life only by the spirit that enters into them. “Liberty! Equality! Fraternity!” Only
Christianity gives us the true meaning of these words, and never have the greatest
philosophers of the world so highly spoken about the relations of men to each other
as Christ  has taught and His Church proclaims.  The Christian Church with her
doctrines  and  sacraments  is,  in  this  respect,  to  become  the  leader.  She  is  the
medium whereby the Divine life is communicated to each human being, in order to
complete  the Divine image in him and to unite him most  intimately with God.
Continually must  we cherish the desire to be more and more in unity with the

 



eternal, infinite Deity; and this bond of men with God will then also unite mankind
into one family, and make them beloved children of God. That is the meaning of
liberty, equality, and fraternity, in the Christian sense.

If we look around us, we cannot fail at the same time to perceive how religious
indifference in so many families has also disturbed the Christian life. That faithful,
pious mind, that strong trust in God, that content,  experienced in former times,
have severally disappeared. Acquisition, gain, employment are often the first items
in the home, but the last is religion. Prayer has disappeared — nothing more is
known of a lifting up of the soul to God. The cares of the body reign over all —
religious indifference rules the home. Business flourishes, the master of the house
is esteemed, the lady of the house is courted by society, but are we not deceived?
The good fortune of such a family is only in appearance, and treacherous, because
it is without a foundation. How will it be there when the plays of misfortune and
sadness appear? How will it be there when the blessings of this world forsake such
a house, for God’s blessing was never sought? Even if the children are so educated
as to understand how to acquire with skill the goods of this world, can they endure
the trials which life imposes upon them? Will they approve themselves in the hour
of temptation, when sin with her seductions approaches near; when the excitement
of vice decked with flowers misguides them, when the advantage of crime blinds
them? Surely not.

On the contrary, the certain end of an education without religion and the fear of
God, will be that they do not approve themselves. And suppose it were not so;
suppose God suffered such a family and their children’s good fortune until the end
in the full enjoyment of earthly goods, because their whole heart was attached to
them, yet this end must be at the last. Then such a family shall know by experience
that they have sowed to the earth, also reaped only from the earth, for heaven they
have done nothing, and shall also receive nothing. How often one meets in families
a lukewarmness which stifles all Christian life. The faith is dead, the will without
power; cold and indolent is the exercise of religion, the life spirit is vanished away.
But  the exterior  practice of  religion is  nothing without a union with the inner,
spiritual. The spirit giveth life, but the flesh profiteth nothing.

However many lights may be burning here in this chapel, and however beautiful
the robes of the clergy appear, that will be of no avail either to me or to those that
are present, if we are not converted unto repentance. Let us above all not forget
prayer,  this  bond  which  joins  in  a  mystical  manner  mankind  to  God,  and  the
Savior, who for us all died on the cross, will, let us hope, have mercy on us. For we
are all bought with the blood of Christ; we are all to attain to the possession and the
vision of God, to drink of the well-spring of eternal love and bliss. May we not
forget this final object, but when we celebrate upon our terrestrial pilgrimage the

 



Christian mysteries may we, looking for that heavenly home and spirit, exclaim:
“O God, grant us that we may yet be filled with the enjoyment of thy Divinity,
whose presence we here celebrate in the reception of thy body and blood.” Amen.
(from orthodoxhistory.org)

                        A Word From the Holy Fathers
We praise  You,  O God;  we acknowledge You to be the Lord.   All  the earth
worships You, the Father everlasting.  To You all Angels cry aloud; the Heavens,
and all the Powers therein.  To You Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of the majesty
of Your glory.  The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.  The goodly
fellowship of the Prophets praise You.  The noble army of Martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world acknowledges You: The Father, of an
infinite Majesty; Your honorable, true, and only Son; also the Holy Spirit  the
Comforter.  You are the King of Glory, O Christ.  You are the everlasting Son of
the Father.  When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, You did not abhor the
Virgin’s womb.  When You had overcome the sharpness of death, You opened
the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.  You sit at the right hand of God, in the
Glory  of  the  Father.  We believe  that  You  shall  come  to  be  our  Judge.   We
therefore pray You, help Your servants, whom You have redeemed with Your
precious  blood.   Make  them  to  be  numbered  with  Your  Saints,  in  glory
everlasting.   O Lord,  save  Your  people,  and bless  Your  inheritance.   Govern
them, and lift them up forever.  Day by day we magnify You; and we worship
Your name forever, world without end.  Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day
without sin.  O Lord, have mercy on us; have mercy on us.  O Lord, let Your
mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in You.  O Lord, in You have we trusted; let
me never be confounded.  Amen. 

– Prayer of St. Ambrose of Milan, Te Deum Laudamus 

Saint Fara (Burgundofara), Abbess of Faremoutiers
Saint  Fara  (or  Burgundofara)  was  born  in  the  village  of  Pipimisicum  (today
Poincy, near Meaux) to a nobleman, Hagneric, and his wife Leodegonda, and had
two holy brothers: Cagnoaldo, who became a monk in Luxeuil, and Farone, who
became bishop of Meaux. As a child, she was blessed and devoted to God by Saint
Columban  who,  while  exiled  from Luxeuil,  had  received  hospitality  from her
parents.

But, when she became an adult, her father, regardless of the promise made to the
saint, thought of marrying her. The girl, then, fell ill and remained in this state until
Eustasius, who succeeded Columban in the direction of the monastery of Luxeuil,

 



revealed to Hagneric that,  left  free to consecrate  herself  to God, she would be
healed.  The  father  promised  and  the  young  woman  regained  her  health.  He
promised,  but  he  didn't  keep  it.  Burgundofara,  then,  realizing  that  they  were
beginning to talk about marriage, abandoned her father's house and took refuge,
with a faithful friend, at the church of S. Peter.  Discovered, they begged her to
return to the family; although threatened with death if  she refused,  she did not
change  her  mind.   Eustasius,  informed  of  what  was  happening,  intervened:  he
severely  warned  Hagneric,  and  tonsured  the  maiden  a  nun.
Burgundofara later received, as an inheritance from her father, land between two
rivers, and there founded the monastery of Evoriacum (Faremoutiers), of which she
was abbess for forty years.  The cenobium was built next to the Church, which was
consecrated to Saints Peter and Paul, and soon became a center of fervent spiritual
life,  first  under  the  rule  of  St.  Colomban,  then  under  that  of  St.  Benedict.
Burgundofara died around 675 and her body was buried at the altar, beside her
brother Farone. A few decades later, Maiolo, abbot of the monastery of the Holy
Cross at Meaux, uncovered her relics and displayed them for public veneration. In
Faremoutiers  her  memory  is  celebrated  on  December  7.   (adapted  from
santiebeati.it)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

Venerable Nilus, monk, of Stolben Island (1554).
Venerable Anthony, abbot of Siya Monastery (Novgorod) (1556).
New Hieromartyr Sergius (Uspensky)(1937).
New Hieromartyr Anatolius, priest of Krasnoufimsk in Perm, and priests Alexis, 
Alexander, Leo and 12 others, and Reader Athanasius (1918)
New Hieromartyr Antonius priest, Hieromartyr Andronic (1918).
St. Ambrosius confessor, bishop of Kamenets-Podolsk (1932).
New Hieromartyrs Sergius, Michael and Sergius priests, Nicephore deacon and 
Hieromartyr Galaction, Martyr John (1937).
New Hieromartyrs Peter and Basil priests (1941).
Venerable John, faster of St. Sabbas' monastery.
Martyr Athenodorus of Mesopotamia (304).
Venerable Paul the Obedient, w/w
"Seligersk" (Vladimirsk) Icon of the Mother of God.
Venerable Gregory the Silent of Serbia, founder of Grigoriou Monastery, Mt. 
Athos (1405) 
Venerable John, faster of the Kiev Caves (12th c.).
Venerable Ignatius, monk, near Blachernae.
St. Bassa of Jerusalem, abbess (5th c.).

 

https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/venerable-ignatios.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2020/12/saint-john-faster-of-kiev-caves.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/saint-gregory-hesychast-founder-of.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/12/07/103493-vladimir-icon-of-the-mother-of-god-of-seliger
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/12/synaxarion-of-saint-paul-obedient.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/12/synaxarion-of-holy-martyr-athenadoros.html
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=63087&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.orthodox.net/russiannm/perm-hieromartyrs-and-martyrs-of.html
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=63086&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/12/saint-anthony-of-siya-1556.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/12/saint-nilus-of-stolobnoye-1554.html


Child-martyr Philothea of Turnovo (1218), whose relics are in Arges, Romania.
St. Diuma, bishop of the Mercians and Middle Anglians (658)
Martyr Neophytus 
Martyr Dometius 
Martyrs Isidore, Acepsimas and Leo 
St. Ambrose of Kyrenia (Cyprus)(9th c.)
St. Buithe of Monasterboice (Scottish)(521)
Abba Ammoun of Nitria
Martyrs Gaios and Gaianos
300 Martyrs with 62 hieromartyrs and others burned in a church during the 
persecution by the Arian Vandals in North Africa (484)
Martyrs Priscus, Martinus and Nicholas
St. Gerasimos of Euripos (14th c.)
Ven. Gerasimos Mikragiannanitis the Hymnographer (1991)
St. Anianus (Agnan), bishop of Chartres (5th c.)
St. Martin of Saujon (c. 400)
Martyr Servus of Tuburbum (N. Africa) (483)
St. Urban, bishop of Teano (Campania) (c. 356)
St. Victor, bishop of Piacenza (Italy)(375)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch.  The seminarians are: Deacon Peter
Sodini,  Deacon  Maximus  Cannaverde,  Bradley  Shaffer,  Nicholas  Cizin,  John
Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,  Spyridon  Raburn  and
Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from
seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago, and we already see its
fruit – Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church

 

https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/7-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/7-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/7-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/7-december/
https://www.mystagogyresourcecenter.com/2023/12/saint-gerasimos-mikragiannanitis.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/12/saint-gerasimos-of-euripos.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/holy-martyrs-priscus-martinus-and.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/12/the-holy-martyrs-of-north-african.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/holy-martyrs-gaios-and-gaianos.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/10/holy-abba-ammoun-of-nitria-father-of.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1207a.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/saint-ambrose-of-kyrenia-forgotten.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/holy-martyrs-isidore-akepsimas-and-leo.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/holy-martyr-dometios.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/holy-martyr-neophytos.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1207b.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2010/12/child-martyr-philothea-of-romania.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/7-december/


in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood,  Fr.  Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch,  and  seminarians
Deacon Peter  Sodini,  Deacon Maximus Cannaverde,  Bradley Shaffer,  Nicholas
Cizin,  John  Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,  Spyridon
Raburn, Ignatios Leonardo and Joshua Horner.  Make their lives as holy as the
word they preach.  Keep them from being discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our
salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them
priests after Your own heart.  For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.

Social Team for December 14  
Team 3 – Deborah Koory, Natalia Yutanova, Victor Barzykin, Cameron and Katie
Aitchison. Thank you!

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the  Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the  suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, the newly reposed handmaiden of God Anna
Oswald, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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