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December 14, 2025 – Sunday of the Forefathers (2nd

Sunday Before Nativity) | Martyrs Thursus, Leucius
and Callinicus of Appolonia | Martyrs Philemon,

Apollonius, Arianus and Theotychus of Alexandria
Saints Thyrsos and Leukios were honorable citizens of Caesarea of Bithynia, the
former  being baptized and the latter  being a  Christian  catechumen.  Kallinikos,
however, was a pagan priest. When Emperor Decius&#8217;s heir, Cumbricius,
began to mercilessly torture and murder Christians, the fearless Leukios appeared
before him and, reproaching him, said: &#8220;Why have you waged war against
your  own soul,  O  Cumbricius?&#8221;  The  enraged  judge ordered  that  he  be
flogged, tortured and finally beheaded. The tortured Leukios went to his beheading
as  joyfully  as  if  he  were  going  to  a  wedding.  Witnessing  the  death  of  the
courageous  Leukios,  blessed  Thyrsos,  inflamed  with  divine  zeal  like  that  of
Leukios, also appeared before the judge and reproached him for his evil crimes and
for his unbelief in the One True God. He also was flogged and cast into prison. The
invisible hand of God healed him of his wounds, opened the prison door and led
him out.  Thyrsos  immediately  went  to  Phileas,  the  Bishop  of  Caesarea,  to  be
baptized  by  him.  After  his  baptism,  he  was  again  seized  and  tortured,  but  he
endured the tortures, bearing them as though in a dream and not in reality. By the
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power  of  his  prayer,  many  idols  fell  down.  The pagan  priest  Kallinikos,  upon
seeing  this,  converted  to  the  Christian  Faith,  and  both  he  and  Thyrsos  were
condemned  to  death.  Kallinikos  was  beheaded,  and  they  placed  Thyrsos  in  a
wooden coffin to be sawn in half. However, the power of God would not permit
this, and the saw was unable to cut into the wood. Then St. Thyrsos arose from the
coffin and prayed to God, rendering Him thanks for the tortures, and he peacefully
gave up his soul to his Lord. At the end of the fourth century, the Emperor Flavian
built a church to St. Thyrsos near Constantinople and placed his holy relics in it.
The Saint appeared in a vision to Empress Pulcheria and counseled her to bury the
relics of the Forty Martyrs (March 9) alongside his.  --  St. Nikolai Velimirovich

Philemon with his friends previously played their flutes with gladness; now having
been beheaded, he delights with a strange gladness. *** Apollonius is situated as
a son of the Highest, having been killed by the sons of perdition with a sword. ***
Wicked things are done to Arianus.  The work of the sea shows forth the senseless

ones. *** The Bodyguards are strangely baptized in the sea, wearing sacks as
garments of illumination.

These Saints lived during the reign of Emperor Diocletian and the governor of the
Thebaid of Egypt Arianus, the city of Antinopolis being in the Thebaid. The way
of their  martyrdom in 290 took place as follows:  Thirty-seven Christians were
arrested and led before the governor. One of them, Apollonius by name, who was a
Reader in the Church there, because he feared the bitter torture of martyrdom, gave
four gold coins with his clothing to Philemon, who played the flute, so that he
could wear the clothing of Apollonius and change into his appearance, in order to
sacrifice to the idols instead of himself. Philemon however, by taking the clothing
of Apollonius and wearing them, immediately and perceptibly clothed himself in
the  faith  of  Christ.  Hence  upon  entering  the  stadium  with  the  appearance  of
Apollonius, he was ordered to sacrifice to the idols. He however confessed his faith
in Christ.

But when the governor ordered Philemon to come and play his flute, in order by
the sweetness of his melodies he may motivate the one who confessed Christ in the
appearance of Apollonius to favor the world and deny Christ and sacrifice to the
idols, Philemon I say heard this, and revealed that he was the Philemon of whom
he asked for, and who took on the appearance of Apollonius. The Greeks however
urged him to deny Christ. Brave Philemon was not convinced. Then the governor
informed him, saying that it was worthless calling himself a Christian unless he
was  previously  baptized,  for  it  was  forbidden  to  be  numbered  among  the
Christians,  unless first  being baptized.  Having been informed of this,  Philemon
prayed,  and  rain  fell  down  upon  him,  which  amazed  all  those  present.  Saint

 



Philemon was informed that  by  this  rain he was baptized by God,  because  no
Christian dared baptize him for fear of the governor.

Then  the  Saint  prayed  for  his  flutes  to  disappear,  which  he  had  given  to
Apollonius, when he took the coins from him, as mentioned previously. Fire thus
came down from the heavens, and they burned in the hands of Apollonius.

Because the divine Apollonius was the cause for Philemon to believe in Christ, he
was brought before the governor and proclaimed his faith in Christ. For this they
cut the nerves of his legs and dragged him throughout the city. Philemon was hung
on an olive tree, and struck with arrows. The arrows, however, did not reach him,
but it veered towards the governor and struck his eye blinding him. Saint Philemon
made him well however. For he foretold to him that after his martyrdom, he was to
take dirt from his grave and apply it to his eye, then he would receive his sight.
Therefore  when  Saints  Philemon  and  Apollonius  were  beheaded,  the  governor
Arianus went to the grave of the Martyr Philemon, and taking dirt from there and
applying it, he received back his sight, just as it was foretold by the Saint. These
words caused him to believe in Christ with four bodyguards with him, and they
were all baptized. When Diocletian heard this, he sent soldiers to bring Arianus
before him. Binding him with fetters of iron and hanging a stone around his neck,
he was taken to a pit, and there he was covered with soil.

Thus, since the impious did this, his throne was placed over the pit, and soldiers
were ordered to mock him, saying: "Let us see if the God of Arianus will come and
remove him from the pit." When Diocletian returned to his palace, he went to bed.
And, O the wonder! He saw the iron fetters worn by Saint Arianus and the stone on
his bed, with Saint Arianus lying down. This frightened him, thinking that he was a
magician. Then in a calm voice the Saint said to him: "I am Arianus, whom you
put in the pit and simultaneously blasphemed Christ." When Diocletian heard this,
he was perplexed and remained speechless for a while. When he recovered, the
fool considered this the work of a magician. Then he had him thrown into the sea
with his four bodyguards that also believed. All five he had placed in a sack with
sand. But then a very big dolphin dragged all five sacks on its back, leaving them
on the shore of Alexandria. The servants of Saint Arianus awaited on the shore,
according  to  his  prior  mandate,  and  they  saw  the  relics  of  the  Saints  being
transported  on  the  back  of  the  dolphin,  and  they  were  amazed,  for  it  was
reasonable to be amazed. Then, taking them with reverence they entered a boat,
and via the Nile River they came to the city of Antinopolis, after a divine voice
instructed them to go there, and there they buried the holy relics, and proclaimed to
the city the strange miracle. Then all the people rushed over with lamps and sang
hymns. Thus they were buried with celebration and honor in that place. -- from the
synaxarion  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

 



Homily Before Christmas
By St. John of Kronstadt

Behold, beloved, the feast of the Nativity of Christ is near. Let us take care how to
meet Him in a Christian, spiritual way. I know in advance how you intend to meet
him: you will soon go to the markets and will bake there and talk about a lot, about
the many different dishes of the feast, or you will only care about how to decorate
your body with festive clothes, but one thing is needed (Luke 10:41): the thought
of how to delight your soul with a spiritual blessing on the upcoming feast, how to
decorate it with bright thoughts, or in a few words, how to be more worthy to meet
and spend the feast - this rarely comes to anyone's mind. The flour, beloved, is
always with us, and our clothes are also always with us, but the feast of the Lord is
not always; therefore, we will not care much about the flour and clothes, but we
will take care to be ready to meet the Most Pure Heavenly King. Let us all take
care that we have a worthy, spiritual meeting of the upcoming feast. We have been
singing for a long time: "Christ is born..." about why the Son of God came down to
earth; why He was incarnated of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and became a
man, without ceasing to be God.

For what? - For this reason: God above is on the ground below, but He will raise us
to heaven, says the holy Church. Remember everything and deepen in your hearts
this thought that the Son of God came down to earth in order to save us from sin
and eternal death and to lead us to heaven, i.e. where there is eternal life, eternal
blessedness. And if Christ came down to us in order to raise us up to heaven, then
we must in advance more often ascend there with thoughts and heart desires, and
gradually renounce with our souls everything that binds us to the earth - to this
country  of  exile,  in  which  there  are  so  many  temptations,  disasters,  illnesses,
sorrows, which in all its transience, we see only sins and temptations, and death
with all its horrors.

Therefore, before the feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus
Christ arrives, let us adorn our souls with sobriety and purity of our hearts, so that
when Christ appears from heaven, we will worthily meet His birth. Be attentive to
yourself: soon Christ will be on earth - then ascend with thoughts and hearts from
the earth to God and sing with joy the great mystery of the Nativity of the God-
man. When you meet the feast with such thoughts and with such a disposition of
your heart: then you will meet it with dignity, in a Christian way and with benefit
to your soul. Amen.     (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Colossians 3:4-11 EOB
Brethren, when Christ who is our  life is revealed, then you will also be revealed
with  him  in  glory.   Therefore,  put  to  death  what  is  earthly  in  you:  sexual

 



immorality,  impurity,  depraved  passions,  lust  and  greed  (which  is  idolatry).
Because  of  these  things,  the  wrath  of  God  is  coming  on  the  children  of
disobedience.  You also used to live in those things when you lived among these
people;  but  now,  put  them all  away:  anger,  rage,  evil,  slander,  and  shameful
language.  Do not lie to one another.  You have put off the old self with his doings
and you have put on the new self who is being renewed in knowledge according to
the image of his Creator.  Here, there cannot be Greek and Jew, circumcision and
uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free; but Christ is all, and in all!

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Luke 14:16-24 EOB
At that time, Jesus said,  “A certain man gave a great banquet and invited many
people.  At supper time, he sent out his servant to tell those who were invited,
‘Come, for everything is ready now!’  But they all began to make excuses.  The
first told him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please have me
excused!’  Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen and I must go try them
out.   Please  have  me excused!’   Another  said,  ‘I  have  just  been married,  and
therefore I cannot come!’  That servant came back and reported these things to his
lord.  At this, the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and alleys of the city, and bring in the poor, the maimed,
the blind, and the lame.’  The servant said, ‘Lord, it is done as you commanded,
and there is still room!’  The lord then told the servant, ‘Go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel people to come in, so that my house may be filled!  For I
tell you that none of those who were invited will taste of my supper.’”

Commentary on Today's Gospel Lesson
By St. John of Kronstadt

“Not one of those men who were invited will taste My supper. For many are called,
but few are chosen” (Luke 14:24).  In the Gospel of Luke read today, the Lord
pronounced a stern, righteous sentence on those who were called and did not come,
through negligence and laziness, to the Great Supper prepared by the Creator and
Righteous Judge of the whole world and to be revealed at the end of this age. "Not
one of those men who were invited will taste My supper. For many are called, but
few are chosen." Listen, beloved brothers and sisters: by these called to the Supper
we are also meant, for we too were called to it by the Lord from the time we were
baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  having
previously renounced the devil and his angels and all his service and all his pride.
This Great Supper, or dinner, is the Kingdom of Heaven, prepared for all who are
faithful and love God and keep His commandments.

Let us pay attention to the reasons why those invited did not come. One said to the
messenger: "I have bought a piece of land, and I must go and see it; I beg you to

 



excuse me." Another said: "I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test
them;  I  beg  you  to  excuse  me."  The  third  said:  "I  have  married  a  wife,  and
therefore I cannot come" (Luke 14:16-24). From the words cited it is clear as day
that those invited to the supper by the master of the house, i.e. the Lord, renounced
it through an inexcusable, unreasonable passion for earthly, temporary goods and
for their impassioned, corruptible flesh, and through neglect of the immortal soul,
created in the image of God, which the Creator and Lord so loved that He Himself
came to earth to seek it, being lost, and He Himself redeemed it with His sufferings
and death and took it on His shoulders in order to lead it to the heavenly Father.

Why will not one of those invited partake of the Lord's Supper and enter the eternal
kingdom?  Because  none  of  those  invited  and  those  who  refused  prepared
themselves, did not educate themselves for it, did not develop spiritual taste, did
not acquire spiritual clothing, were alien to every virtue, naked, ugly, because of
the multitude of sins. And "what fellowship is there between light and darkness,
between righteousness and lawlessness" (cf. 2 Cor. 6:14 )? None. Those invited to
the Supper, through unforgivable unbelief, inattention, ingratitude to the one who
invited them, worked all their lives only for the corruptible body, for the sinful
flesh and its passions, for its enjoyment, and did nothing for the immortal soul -
they were not cleansed by repentance, did not care about cutting off their passions,
suppressing vices and sinful inclinations, and so they died in their impurities, in
their alienation from God. How can they partake of the blessings of the spiritual
Supper? They cannot, they are incapable; if they were to be led into paradise even
for a moment, it would be extremely difficult for them there, unbearable, blinding
because of their sinfulness, earthliness, coarseness, impurity; and they themselves
would condemn themselves to hell, to their own kind, to the stinking and fiery
prison prepared for sinners. Such is the lot of unrepentant sinners, such is the end
of human passions.

How did the saints value the Lord's calling for the Great Supper? With what zeal
did they follow the voice of the Caller?  How did they prepare? How did they
struggle? What example did they show us? How do they pray to the Lord for us,
that He would grant us a place with them and deliver us from the charm of this
world and its vain pleasures, that He would arouse us to repentance, correction,
and give us zeal for all feats of virtue?

Let us all prepare for the Great Supper of the Kingdom of Heaven; let us cast aside
laziness and negligence, let us mortify the passions of the flesh that hinder us from
living for the Lord and for the immortal soul, from loving God and our neighbor.
For in holy love is the whole law. Amen.  (Translated by John Sanidopoulos) 

 



Homily on the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers
By St. Luke the Surgeon, Archbishop of Simferopol and All Crimea

The  Sunday  before  Christmas  is  dedicated  by  the  Holy  Church  to  the
commemoration of the Holy Ancestors, and on the previous Sunday it honors the
commemoration of the Holy Forefathers.

Who are  the  ancestors  and forefathers  and why is  their  memory  celebrated  so
solemnly before the greatest feast day, the Nativity of Christ? The forefathers are
the great righteous people of the Old Testament, and first of all, these are the holy
prophets.

Why is  the memory  of  these forefathers,  the memory of  the holy prophets,  so
important for us? Every great human undertaking, even personal one, if it sets itself
great tasks, requires long, many years, of deep preparation, and all the great events
in  the  life  of  the  human race,  the  greatest  historical  events,  were  prepared by
history for many years, sometimes even hundreds of years.  If this is so in human
events and personal events, if this is so in the historical life of all mankind, then
even more so it should have been in the preparation of the greatest event in the
history of all mankind - the preparation of the appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ
to the world.

This should have been the preparation of the human race for the perception of
Christ's greatest teaching.  Worship of the true God, knowledge of Him was in
ancient and olden times the property of only the one chosen people of Israel, and
all other peoples followed the natural path in the matter of religious knowledge.
They did not have the revelation that was given to the people of Israel, and the
ancient  pagans  knew  God  only  in  natural  phenomena.  Their  religions  were
naturalistic:  they  deified  the  material  principles  of  the  world,  worshiped  the
heavenly bodies, all the elemental forces of nature, deified animals and birds and
worshiped idols they themselves sculpted.

In ancient times there was a religion of the Indian people - Buddhism, but it was
infinitely far from the knowledge of God, it knew only the vanity of human life,
rejected life and was a religion of deep pessimism, in essence, it did not know God
- it is a religion without God.

And the great people of antiquity - the Greeks - knew God only in part, only on
one side: they knew Him only in harmony and beauty. They were very far from the
knowledge of God as the self-existent One, as the center and focus, the source of
all cosmic life, all human life. The knowledge of God as the self-existent One, as
eternally existing in Himself, was the property of only the chosen people of Israel,
for this people honored Jehovah, and the word “Jehovah” in the Hebrew language
means “the self-existent One.”

 



But this knowledge of God, and this worship of the true God, was far from the
knowledge  that  was  given  to  people  in  Christianity.  For  the  people  of  Israel
understood God as a terrible autocrat,  the Creator of the world, a punisher and
Judge.  They  were  almost  as  far  away  as  the  ancient  Greeks  and pagans  from
understanding that God is love.

And the essence of Christ's  teaching comes down precisely to preaching about
love, teaching about it. The people of Israel, the whole world, all of humanity had
to be prepared to understand this great  truth.  And the Lord God led this great
preparation for thousands of years.

The Lord God in the most ancient times made promises to the human race about
the Savior of the world. Even to Adam, the first man, before his expulsion from
paradise, the Lord gave a great promise: “The seed of the woman will trample on
the head of the serpent.” The seed of the woman is our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
woman is the Most Holy Virgin Mary, the Mother of God.

Our ancient forefather Jacob, the grandson of Abraham, gave us a great prophecy
about the Savior of the world. When before his death he blessed his twelve sons, he
said to his son Judah, the one from whose family the Lord Jesus Christ was to
appear to the world: “A ruler shall not fail from Judah, nor a prince from his loins,
until the Reconciler will come; and he is the expectation of nations” (Gen.49:10).
He spoke of the Reconciler. This is the same as the Savior, for the Savior was the
Reconciler of the people with God. He spoke about the Son of God, the Lord Jesus
Christ, almost two millennia before the birth of Christ.

The Holy Prophet Isaiah also foretold the coming of Christ: “And the Redeemer of
Zion and the sons of Jacob who turned from wickedness will come, says the Lord”
(Isa. 59:20).  The Redeemer of Zion is the Redeemer of the people of Israel, for
Zion was the name of the mountain on which Solomon's temple was erected, and
the name Zion often means the Jewish people.

And more than once the prophet Isaiah foreshadowed the coming of the Lord Jesus
Christ to the world. This is what the holy prophet Malachi says: “Behold, I send
My angel, and he will prepare the way before Me, and suddenly the Lord, whom
you seek,  and the Angel  of  the covenant,  whom you desire,  will  come to His
temple”  (Mal.3:1).  And so  it  was.  The prophet  Malachi  prophesied  with  these
words about John the Baptist,  who straightened the path before the Lord Jesus
Christ. Then the Lord came, He came, for whom the Jewish people were looking,
the Angel of the covenant, for whom they were waiting.

But the most important prophecy about the Lord Jesus Christ was given by the
great prophet Daniel many years before the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ, for this
is what this wondrous prophet says: “Seventy weeks have been determined upon

 



your  people,  and  upon  the  holy  city,  for  sin  to  be  ended,  and  to  seal  up
transgressions, and to blot out the iniquities, and to make atonement for iniquities,
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal the vision and the prophet,
and to anoint the Most Holy. Know therefore and understand, that from the going
forth of the command to restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince (he
even calls Christ by name), there shall be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; the
street shall be built again, and the wall, even in troublesome times. And after the
sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of
the prince who is to come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end of it
shall  be  with  a  flood,  and till  the  end  of  the  war  desolations  are  determined"
(Daniel 9:24-26).

The prophet says that sixty-seven weeks will pass from the time when the people
of Israel will be returned from the captivity of Babylon and will again build the
walls of Jerusalem and their temple. He says that from this time until the death of
the Lord Jesus Christ there will be seventy weeks.

What is the week?  A week is seven years, for the ancient Israelites calculated time
in weeks, or seven years. Every seventh year was called a Sabbath year, and in this
year all slaves were set free.  So, a week is seven years, and seventy weeks are 490
years. Look how wonderful it is. The Lord Jesus Christ, according to the word of
the prophet Daniel, was crucified 490 years after the return of the people of Israel
from captivity in Babylon.

The prophet Daniel says that after Christ is put to death, the Jerusalem temple will
be  destroyed.  And  this  is  what  happened,  as  you  know,  70  years  after  the
crucifixion of  Jesus  Christ.  The Roman commander  Titus,  after  Jerusalem was
conquered by the commander Vespasian, destroyed the Temple of Jerusalem to the
ground.  All  this  was  predicted  by  the  prophet  Daniel  490  years  before  the
crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ.

And here are the other words of this amazing prophet: “I saw in the visions of the
night, behold, one like the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, and he
came to the Ancient of Days and was brought to him” (Dan.7:13). The Ancient of
Days is what God the Father is called. “And to Him was given dominion, glory and
a kingdom” (Dan.  7:14).  Are  these not  direct  prophecies  about  the Lord Jesus
Christ?

The  holy  prophet  Zechariah  said  this:  “Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion;
proclaim aloud,  O daughter  of  Jerusalem;  behold,  the  King is  coming  to  you,
righteous, and a Savior; he is meek and riding on an donkey, and a young foal”
(Zech.9:9). He prophesied about this King, about our Lord Jesus Christ, Who, as
you know, solemnly entered Jerusalem, shortly before His crucifixion, sitting on a

 



donkey. In this prophecy, not only the very fact of the appearance of the Lord Jesus
Christ was predicted, but also the fact of His triumphal entry into Jerusalem was
predicted with extraordinary accuracy.

Of all the prophets, the greatest prophet is Isaiah; he is called the Old Testament
Evangelist, for no one, like him, with such completeness and clarity predicted the
most important things concerning the appearance and life of the Lord Jesus Christ
and the whole work of Christ.

Chapter 53 of the great book of the prophet Isaiah begins with these words: “Who
has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? For
He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry ground. He
has no form or comeliness;  and when we see Him, there is no beauty that we
should desire Him. He is despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and
acquainted  with  grief.  And  we  hid,  as  it  were,  our  faces  from Him;  He  was
despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has borne our griefs and carried
our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He
was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  He  was  bruised  for  our  iniquities;  the
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we
like sheep have gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the
Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and He was afflicted,
yet He opened not His mouth... And men appointed his grave with the wicked, but
he was with the rich in his death, because He had done no violence, nor was any
deceit in His mouth” (Isa.53:1-7, 9).

Don't  you  see  in  these  words  the  true  image  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  Who
throughout His human life,  from His birth in a manger  in Bethlehem,  was the
simplest, most insignificant-looking person, according to the people around Him,
He was the son of unknown people, for His father Joseph the carpenter was falsely
considered. There was no external greatness in Him, He was extremely simple, His
whole earthly life was very simple.

Who could believe this prophecy? The Jews could not  believe it,  because they
were waiting for  the Messiah as a great,  glorious king who would conquer all
nations, who would become a world ruler, who would come in power and strength.
They could not believe that He would be humiliated before people, that He would
end his  life  as  a  villain  on the  Cross  of  Golgotha.  They  thought  that  He  was
tortured  because  He  was  guilty  before  God,  but  He  suffered  voluntarily,  He
suffered for us, He nailed our sins to the Cross. He, like a lamb before its shearers,
was silent and did not open His mouth.

The same prophet Isaiah spoke about Christ in these words: “Behold! My Servant
whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights! I have put My Spirit

 



upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles. He will not cry out, nor raise
His voice, nor cause His voice to be heard in the street. A bruised reed He will not
break, and smoking flax He will not quench; He will bring forth justice for truth”
(Isa. 42:1-3).

These words accurately describe the meek and humble image of the Lord Jesus
Christ, Who never raised His voice to the unfortunate, perishing, people already
ready to perish, sinners, He saved, forgave, just as He forgave that sinner who was
captured in adultery and they wanted to stone him. In these words the gentle Lamb
rises before you. Further, Isaiah defines the purpose and meaning of the coming of
the Lord, the purpose of His life and activity, says that the Lord will come in order
“to open the eyes of the blind, to bring prisoners out of the dungeon and those
sitting in darkness out from the prison house” (Isaiah 42:7). He will come to lead
the blind along a path they do not know, along unknown paths.

The  human  race  was  blind,  it  did  not  know  the  true  path,  and  when  Christ
appeared, Who said about Himself: “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life”, then
only the true light shone to the people of Israel, their blind eyes were opened, they
saw this light and knew the ways of the Lord.

It is amazing that the prophets not only spoke in general terms about the Lord Jesus
Christ, but they also predicted individual events in His life, for example, death on
the Cross. Death on the Cross,  death for the human race, was predicted by the
prophet Zechariah: “And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants
of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and comfort; then they will look on Me whom they
pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve
for Him as one grieves for a firstborn” (Zech. 12:10) .

The prophet David predicted in his Psalms:  “Dogs surrounded Me, a crowd of evil
ones surrounded Me; they pierced My hands and My feet. One could count all My
bones, but they look and make a spectacle out of Me; they divide My garments
among themselves  and cast  lots  for  My clothing”  (Ps.  21:7-19).   All  this  was
predicted  by  the  prophet  David  1000 years  before  the  birth  of  the  Lord  Jesus
Christ.  And this is what else he predicted: “And they gave me gall for food.” Do
you know that the Lord Jesus Christ was given gall mixed with vinegar to drink
during His crucifixion. And the holy prophet David saw this with his spiritual eyes
a thousand years in advance.

The Prophet Isaiah also predicted that the Lord Jesus Christ, numbered among the
villains, would be buried not with the robbers, but with a rich man. And you know
that He was buried in the garden of Joseph of Arimathea.  Much could be said
about what wonderful words we read in the books of the prophets about the Lord
Jesus Christ. But this is enough.

 



From what I have read to you now, majestic, grandiose, amazing pictures of the
predictions of the prophets about the Lord Jesus Christ rise before you.  Should we
not honor these great men chosen by God, should we not honor their memory now
- before we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord Jesus Christ?  

Should  we  not  honor  them  for  the  fact  that  they  were  subjected  to  severe
persecution, torment, torture and cruel death for these prophecies! For you heard in
the  apostolic  reading  how  much  these  great  people  suffered,  how  they  were
expelled and wandered in the mountains, how the greatest prophet Isaiah was sawn
apart  with  a  wooden  saw,  how  almost  all  the  holy  prophets  were  killed  and
severely persecuted. Should we not honor our forefathers, who were the greatest
righteous people? Should we not honor our forefather Abraham, who showed such
amazing obedience to the will of God: at the first word of the Lord, he left his
father, his homeland and went to God knows where, to the land of Canaan, as the
Lord commanded him. He did not hesitate to sacrifice his only son Isaac, but was
stopped by an Angel!

Should  we  not  honor  Joseph,  the  great-grandson  of  Abraham,  in  whom Saint
Ephraim the Syrian finds  many traits  that  make him similar  to  the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself?  Should we not honor the greatest prophet Moses, with whom God
Himself  spoke;  who  received  from  God  the  Ten  Commandments  of  the  Old
Testament?  Should  we  not  honor  the  one  who in  Holy  Scripture  is  called  the
meekest of all people?

Should we not honor all those who led all humanity to open our hearts and minds
to the great preaching of Christ?  Let us honor their memory not only in words, not
only with the sermon that you hear from me, not only with the divine service that
we now perform in their  memory.  Let  us  honor  their  memory by opening our
hearts to the Coming Lord Jesus Christ.  (from mystagogyresourcecenter.com)

                        A Word From the Holy Fathers
We praise  You,  O God;  we acknowledge You to be the Lord.   All  the earth
worships You, the Father everlasting.  To You all Angels cry aloud; the Heavens,
and all the Powers therein.  To You Cherubim and Seraphim continually do cry:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; heaven and earth are full of the majesty
of Your glory.  The glorious company of the Apostles praise You.  The goodly
fellowship of the Prophets praise You.  The noble army of Martyrs praise You.
The holy Church throughout all the world acknowledges You: The Father, of an
infinite Majesty; Your honorable, true, and only Son; also the Holy Spirit  the
Comforter.  You are the King of Glory, O Christ.  You are the everlasting Son of
the Father.  When You took upon Yourself to deliver man, You did not abhor the

 



Virgin’s womb.  When You had overcome the sharpness of death, You opened
the Kingdom of Heaven to all believers.  You sit at the right hand of God, in the
Glory  of  the  Father.  We believe  that  You  shall  come  to  be  our  Judge.   We
therefore pray You, help Your servants, whom You have redeemed with Your
precious  blood.   Make  them  to  be  numbered  with  Your  Saints,  in  glory
everlasting.   O Lord,  save  Your  people,  and bless  Your  inheritance.   Govern
them, and lift them up forever.  Day by day we magnify You; and we worship
Your name forever, world without end.  Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day
without sin.  O Lord, have mercy on us; have mercy on us.  O Lord, let Your
mercy lighten upon us, as our trust is in You.  O Lord, in You have we trusted; let
me never be confounded.  Amen. 

– Prayer of St. Ambrose of Milan, Te Deum Laudamus 

Martyr Phiala of Penzance in Cornwall
Saint  Phiala (or  Piala),  an Irish princess of  Connaught,  was a missionary from
Ireland along with her brother Gwinear, St. Ia (Ives) with her brothers Erth and
Euny, and two others.  They were disciples of St. Patrick, and set out to evangelize
Cornwall in the first half of the 5th century.  Most of St. Ia's mission, including
Saints Phiala and Gwinnear, were martyred by a local pagan ruler shortly after
their arrival by being thrown into a pit of reptiles.  St. Phiala is co-patron of a local
church in Phillack.  (adapted from orthochristian.com and celticsaints.org)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

New Hieromartyr Nicholas priest (1937).
St. Bassian confessor, archbishop of Tambov (1940).
Sainted Ilarion, Metropolitan of Suzdal' and Yur'ev (1707).
St. Venatius Fortunatus, bishop of Poitiers (c. 610) 
Venerable Hygbald, abbot of Bardney in Lincolnshire (7th c.) 
Sts. Fingar (Gwinnear) and Phila (Phiala), martyrs of Penzance in Cornwall (5th c.)
St. Folciunus (Folcwin), bishop of Tervas (Thérouanne) (855) (Neth.).
St. Nicaise (Nicasius), bishop of Rheims, Eutropia & Companions (407 or 451)
Commemoration of the Great Earthquake at Constantinople in 557
Ven. Agnellus, Abbot of San Guadioso Abbey (Italy) (c. 596)
Martyrs Justus and Abundius (Spain)(283)
Ven. Matronianus, hermit near Milan (before St. Ambrose)
St. Pompeius, bishop of Pavia in Lombardy (c. 290)
St. Viator, bishop of Bergamo (Italy) (378)
Saint Cormac (Corbmac) mac Eoghain, bishop from County Donegal (Ireland)

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viator_of_Bergamo
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/14-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/14-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/14-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/14-december/
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/commemoration-of-great-earthquake-of.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/saint-nicaise-bishop-of-rheims.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folcwin
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1214a.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1214b.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/14-december/
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/saint-hilarion-metropolitan-of-suzdal.html
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=63230&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=63231&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&opi=89978449&url=https://omniumsanctorumhiberniae.com/2014/12/14/saint-cormac-december-14/


Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch.   The  seminarians  are:  Deacon
Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey,
John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please
also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from seminary to work full-
time). We started this four years ago, and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was
on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood,  Fr.  Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch,  and  seminarians
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III,  Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn,  Ignatios Leonardo
and Joshua Horner.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them
from being discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom
and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For
You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with
Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever
and forever.  Amen.

 



Social Team for December 21  
Team 4  –  Carol  & Bernie  Vallandingham,   Joseph  Frey,  Jacob  Blankenbaker.
Thank you!

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the  Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the  suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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