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SERVICES

Wednesday: Royal Hours 8 AM
Vigil and Liturgy for Nativity 6 PM
Friday: Liturgy for the Synaxis of the
Theotokos 9 AM
Saturday: Liturgy for St. Stephen 9 AM

Sunday: Matins 8:45 AM | Sunday
School 9:30 AM | Divine Liturgy 10 AM

December 21, 2025 - Sunday of the Holy Ancestors of
Christ (Sunday Before Nativity) | Martyr Juliana of
Nicomedia & Companions
The ornament of Juliana is the sword, for it brought her a splendid crown. ** On
the twenty-first lovely Juliana was beheaded. ** Behold five hundred beheaded,
champion Nicomedian Martyrs. ** Five times twenty heads are brought before the
sword, together with three times ten female Martyrs.

Saint Juliana lived during the reign of Emperor Maximian (286-305), was from
Nicomedia, the daughter of wealthy parents, by whom she was engaged to a
senator, whose name was Eleusios. Because Eleusios wanted to get married, the
Saint accepted, but said to him: "When you become an eparch, then let the
marriage take place." When he became an eparch, the Saint said to him: "If you do
not abandon the religion of the idols, and if you do not convert to the faith of
Christ, know that I will not accept to enter into the communion of marriage with
you." Eleusios then went and told all these words of the virgin to her father.
Because her father was unable to change her from her faith in Christ, he handed the
Saint over to her fiancé and eparch, to condemn her as he wished. The eparch
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therefore took her and stripped her of her clothes, and ordered sixteen soldiers to
scourge her body with raw hides. They then suspended her by her hair, so that the
skin from her head was scalped to the bone. Then her sides were burned with fiery
irons, and she was cast into the fire. After this a fiery iron bar was passed through
her thighs, and binding her arms to her side, she was cast into prison.

While the Saint was in prison and praying, the enemy of all and hostile devil
appeared in the form of an Angel, in order to persuade her to sacrifice to the idols,
and be freed from torments. The Saint rejected him, and made him against his will
to confess that he was the devil. The blessed one was again brought before the
eparch, and because she remained unalterable in her faith and love for Christ, she
was placed in a burning furnace. By divine grace she was kept unharmed until the
furnace extinguished, making five hundred men believe in Christ, who together
with a hundred and thirty women were immediately beheaded.

Later the blessed one was placed in a fiery cauldron, which to her became a bath,
but to unbelievers it was a cause of destruction, for the bronze fastener of the
cauldron unfastened as if by some agent, and destroyed those Greeks who stood
around. Lastly, because the Saint was above all the torments, she was beheaded. In
this way the renowned one received the crown of martyrdom. She was sixteen
years old when she was engaged to Eleusios, and she was wedded to Christ when
she was eighteen. Her Synaxis is celebrated in her martyric Temple next to that of
Saint Euphemia in the Petrion district [of Constantinople].

-- from the synaxarion (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Homily on the Sunday Before Christmas
By St. John of Kronstadt
We are approaching, beloved brethren, the world-saving feast of the birth in the
flesh of our Lord God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. For several days before the feast,
the holy Church will celebrate this wondrous mystery in the spiritual hymns of her
daily services. These hymns remind us of our divine birthright, and the
squandering of our sonship through sin; of its restoration through repentance of our
common spiritual kinship and of the spirit of love and care for one another.

In order that we celebrate this feast of God's limitless love and His extreme
condescension, not in a worldly, but in a spiritual manner, let us briefly consider
the following: Why did God become man while remaining God? And what does
God's incarnation require of us?

Having set forth these two questions, I shall answer the first one with the words of
the Archangel to Joseph, the betrothed of the Holy Virgin: God became man to
save His people from their sin. (Mt 1:21). For this reason He is called Jesus, which



means Saviour. And so, it was for our salvation that the Lord came to earth and
became man, for the regeneration in us of the image of God which had fallen. The
Son of God became the Son of&nbsp; Man in order to make us sons of God who
were the children of wrath and eternal damnation. In the words of the Holy Apostle
John the Theologian: that we should be called the sons of God (I Jn 3:1); Now God
became man, that He may make Adam a god. (Stichera for lauds of Annunciation).

O the unutterable love of God! O the unspeakable compassion of the Lord! And
He, the Most Holy, did this: He deified mankind in His chosen ones, cleansed them
from all evil both of soul and body, sanctified, glorified, led them from corruption
to everlasting life, made them worthy to stand in blessedness before the terrible
throne of His glory. And He deified us also, brothers and sisters; He gave us a new
birth through water and the Holy Spirit, sanctified us, made us His sons, gave us
the promise of eternal life and eternal blessings, surpassing all telling and
imagining. And in confirmation, as a surety of the future blessings, He gave to us,
still here on earth, the Holy Spirit to dwell in our hearts: God hath sent forth the
Spirit of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. (Gal 4:6) writes the
Apostle.

And so, my brothers, the feast of the Nativity of Christ reminds us that we are born
of God, that we are sons of God, that we have been saved from sin and that we
must live for God and not sin; not for flesh and blood, not for the whole world
which lies in evil and wickedness (I Jn 5:19), not for earthly corruption. We must
live for an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you (1 Pet 1:4), and for which the Lord Himself will give
you a sign: behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name
Emmanuel. (Isa 7:14).

You who are preparing yourselves to meet the feast of Christ's Nativity, ask
yourselves: Have you preserved that spiritual birth from God which we each
received in baptism? Are you always heedful of your Divine sonship and the
sacred treasure of the Spirit which you acquired in baptism? Have you grown
closer to God through faith and love, like His beloved children?

Have you loved one another as befits children of God? Have you despised ugly,
evil and all-destructive sin? Have you loved truth and every virtue? Have you
loved immortal and eternal life prepared in a land which will not pass away and to
which we are called by Him Who now has come to our corrupt earth? These are
questions which we must ask ourselves now and decide; our decisions cannot be
only with our minds, but above all, with our hearts and with our very deeds.

In general, we should not allow ourselves to celebrate any Christian feast without
seriously considering: What is its meaning and what is its purpose?



What is our responsibility towards it? We must know the Christian meaning behind
every feast. Then the feast will become profitable for our soul's salvation.
Otherwise, the enemy of our salvation will snatch us and turn the feast of God into
a feast of the flesh, of lawlessness, as so often happens.

Having resolved the first question on "why did God become man?", we came also
to the resolution of the second: What does the Incarnation of the Son of God
require of us? It requires of us to remember and hold in sacred honor the fact that
we are born of God, and if we have sullied and trampled upon this birthright with
our sins, we must restore it by washing it with tears of repentance; we must restore
and renew within us the image of God which has fallen and the union with God of
blessedness, truth and holiness which has been destroyed.

The incarnation of the Son of God requires from us, above all, mutual love,
humility, that we help and serve one another; for how can we not love one another
when we see the love that God has towards us? How can we not be humble, seeing
such humility, such voluntary condescension for our sake of the Son of God? How
can we not help one another in every way possible, when the Son of God Himself
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for
many (Mt 20:28).

Like the wise men, let us, brothers, also prepare gifts for the new-born King.
Instead of gold, frankincense and myrrh, let us bring Him the gifts of faith, hope,
and love. Amen. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson — St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 11:9-10,17-23,32-40 EOB
Brethren, by faith, Abraham lived as an alien in the land of the promise, as in a
land that was not his own, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob who were heirs
with him of the same promise. Indeed, he looked for the city which has
foundations and whose architect and builder is God. By faith, Abraham, when he
was tested, offered up Isaac in sacrifice. Yes, he who had joyfully received the
promises was now offering up his uniquely loved son, the very one of whom it was
said, “In Isaac will your seed be called.” Abraham concluded that God was even
able to raise up the dead and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from
the dead. By faith, Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau, even regarding future events. By
faith, Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each one of Joseph’s sons and bowed
down, leaning on the top of his staff. By faith, Joseph, when his end was near,
made mention of the exodus of the children of Israel and gave instructions
concerning his bones. By faith, Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three
months by his parents because they saw that he was a beautiful child and they were
not afraid of the king’s commandment. What more shall 1 say? Time would fail
me if I mentioned Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the



prophets. Through faith, they overpowered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the power of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, became strong in weakness, grew mighty in war
and caused foreign armies to flee. Women received their dead by resurrection.
Others were tortured, not accepting their deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. Others were tried by mocking and scourging, yes, by chains
and imprisonment. They were stoned, | they were sawn apart, they were tempted
and they were slain with the sword. They went around in sheep and goat skins,
being destitute, afflicted and ill-treated. And yet the world was not worthy of
them! They wandered in deserts, mountains, caves, and the holes of the earth. All
of them received a testimony through their faith but they did not receive the
promise because God had made provision for us to have something better, and they
were not to reach perfection apart from us.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint Matthew 1:1-25 EOB
The book of the origins of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham.
Abraham became the father of Isaac. Isaac became the father of Jacob. Jacob
became the father of Judah and his brothers. Judah became the father of Perez and
Zerah by Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron. Hezron became the father of
Ram. Ram became the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of
Nahshon. Nahshon became the father of Salmon. Salmon became the father of
Boaz by Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed by Ruth. Obed became the father
of Jesse. Jesse became the father of King David. David became the father of
Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon became the father of
Rehoboam. Rehoboam became the father of Abijah. Abijah became the father of
Asa. Asa became the father of Jehoshaphat. Jehoshaphat became the father of
Joram. Joram became the father of Uzziah. Uzziah became the father of Jotham.
Jotham became the father of Ahaz. Ahaz became the father of Hezekiah.
Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh. Manasseh became the father of Amon.
Amon became the father of Josiah. Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his
brothers, at the time of the exile to Babylon. After the exile to Babylon, Jechoniah
became the father of Shealtiel. Shealtiel became the father of Zerubbabel.
Zerubbabel became the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim.
Eliakim became the father of Azor. Azor became the father of Sadoc. Sadoc
became the father of Achim. Achim became the father of Eliud. Eliud became the
father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan. Matthan became the
father of Jacob. Jacob became the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom
was born Jesus who is called Christ. And so, all the generations from Abraham to
David are fourteen generations; from David to the exile to Babylon fourteen
generations; and from the exile to Babylon until the Christ, fourteen generations.



Now, the birth of Jesus Christ happened like this: after his mother, Mary, was
promised in marriage to Joseph but before they came together, she was found
pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her betrothed, who was a righteous man did
not want to make her a public spectacle and so intended to put her away quietly.
But as he was thinking about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your
wife home, for what is conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth
to a son and you shall give him the name Jesus d because he will be the one to save
his people from their sins.” Now, all this happened so that what had been spoken
by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: Behold, the virgin shall be
with child and bring forth a son. They shall call his name Emmanuel; which
means, ‘with us [is] God.” Joseph arose from his sleep and did as the angel of the
Lord had commanded him: he took his wife to [live with] him, and had no relations
with her before she had brought forth her firstborn son; and he named him Jesus.

The Genealogy of Christ - Both So Beautiful and So Comforting
By Placide Deseille

This reading (on the genealogy of Christ) which seems strange to us, is actually so
beautiful and at the same time so comforting for us, to the extent that it shows us
that already this people of the Old Testament consisted of both saints and sinners.
Among the persons listed, among the women mentioned in this genealogy there is
no lack of sinners. And yet this whole chain led to Christ. There is, however, in
this chain also a significant number of true saints, whom we honor in the same way
as the saints of today's Church, because in their way - a still enigmatic but real way
- they believed in Christ, were saved by their faith in the word of God and to the
promise of the coming Messiah.

The Fathers of the Church — I have in mind, for example, St. John Chrysostom and
St. Ambrose of Milan — liked to immerse themselves in the earthly life of the saints
of the Old Testament: Abraham, the Patriarchs and so many others, because,
although they still did not have the full light, as it would be revealed in Christ, they
truly obeyed the word of God, they had absolute confidence in that word, and they
are for us, like the saints of the New Testament and all the saints of the Church,
both models and mediators.

Let us love to study these texts of the Fathers, which allow us to grasp all the
depth, all the richness of the Old Testament, which is ours, it is indeed one with the
history of our Church.

From the book Entering Into the Mystery of Mysteries. Translation by John
Sanidopoulos.



What is the Difference Between the “"Sunday of the

Forefathers” and the “"Sunday of the Fathers”?

Fr. John Whiteford, St. Jonah of Manchuria Orthodox Church, Spring, TX
Question: The two Sundays prior to Christmas seem to have almost identical
themes. What is the difference between the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers and the
Sunday of the Holy Fathers (the Sunday immediately before Christmas)?

Answer: The themes of these two commemorations are indeed close. The Titles of
these two commemorations are part of the confusion. The second Sunday before
Nativity is called the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers, to distinguish it from other
Sundays of the Holy Fathers (which commemorate the Fathers of the Ecumenical
Councils) at other times during the year. The proper title of the Sunday before
Nativity is actually "The Sunday Before Nativity", and only secondarily is it
referred to as a commemoration of "the Holy Fathers" (Christopher Veniamin,
trans. Saint Gregory Palamas: The Homilies (Waymart, PA: Mount Thabor
Publishing, 2009), p. 632, note 952).

In the service of the Holy Forefathers itself, we hear the following hymns: "O ye
faithful, let us praise today all the fathers of the old Law: Abraham, the beloved of
God, and Isaac, who was born according to the promise, and Jacob and the twelve
patriarchs, the most meek David, and Daniel, the prophet of desires, glorifying
with them the three youths that transformed the furnace into dew, and who ask
remission of Christ God, Who is glorified in His saints" (The Doxasticon at Lord, I
have cried...).

"Come, ye lovers of the feasts of the Church, and with psalms let us praise the
assembly of the forefathers: Adam, the forefather of us all, Enoch, Noah,
Melchizedek, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; and, after the Law, Moses and Aaron,
Joshua, Samuel and David, and, with them, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and
the twelve prophets, together with Elijah, Elisha and all the rest, Zachariah and the
Forerunner; who all preached Christ, the Life and Resurrection of our race" (The
Doxasticon of the Vespers Aposticha).

During the Canon, we also hear mention of Abel, Enoch, the Patriarch Joseph, and
Job... none of whom were ancestors of Christ. The prophets of God are mentioned
by name: Hosea and Micah, Zephaniah and Habbakuk, Zechariah and Jonah,
Haggai and Amos, Malachi, Obadiah and Nahum, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel,
together with Daniel, Elijjah and Elisha -- and none of these were ancestors of
Christ.

There 1s also mention of the Fore-mothers: "Hannah and Judith, Deborah and
Huldah, Jael and Esther, Sarah and Miriam the sister of Moses, Rachel and
Rebecca, and Ruth the exceeding wise" -- only 3 of whom are ancestors of Christ.



So the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers commemorates all of the faithful of the Old
Testament, with special emphasis on Daniel and the Three Youths.

The Sunday before Nativity has many similar themes, and even some of the same
hymns, but being the Sunday of the Genealogy, there is more of an emphasis on
the Patriarch Abraham. He is mentioned about twice as frequently in this service.
The Prophet Daniel is again included, but less frequently than in the previous
Sunday. So there is a good deal of overlap, but there is a subtle shift from focusing
on all the fathers and mothers of the Old Testament, to Christ's ancestors —
especially Abraham.

A Word From the Holy Fathers

I remember that I was astonished by everywhere in the Holy Lands, but when I
went to the Cave of Bethlehem, there, my heart was broken! It was torn into a
thousand pieces! And I said, 'how was God born in this place, in this cave, without
any consolation, like one thrown out of the city? This God Who could make
anything for Himself, but, without complaint, far from every worldly comfort,
during the night (and the coldest night of the year), the longest night of the year, in
a totally abandoned place, He Who created everything--Heaven and Earth--He was
born in this place!

"And when I returned [to my cell on Mount Athos], I entered in and saw my
blankets (what blankets did He have?), and I saw what I had, and I was ashamed,
and said: 'If God was born in that cave, how could I need all of these things?' I saw
pots and pans..."

— St. Ephraim of Katounakia

Blessed Procopius of Vyatka, fool-for-Christ
Saint Procopius of Vyatka, the son of devout peasants, first feigned madness at the
age of twenty to escape a marriage that was being urged on him. Secretly he had
fled to the city of Khlynov where he took upon himself the feat of foolishness.

He spent his life in the streets half-naked, slept wherever night overtook him and
would never accept the shelter of a house. He used signs to make himself
understood and never spoke a word, except to his spiritual father, with whom he
would converse normally as a man in possession of all his faculties.

When he was given an article of clothing, he wore it for a while out of obedience
and then give it away to someone poor. When he visited the sick, he set fire to the
beds of those who were going to get better, and rolled up in their sheets those who
were going to die.



The Lord glorified him with the gift of clairvoyance and prophecy. He made many
predictions, often by means of disconcerting prophetic signs, whose meaning
became clear with the event.

He spent thirty years in foolishness for Christ and, having foretold his death, fell
asleep in peace at the age of forty-nine in 1627. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]
Repose of St. Peter, metropolitan of All Russia (1326).
New Hieromartyrs Michael and Alexander, priests in Solikamsk, Perm (1918).
New Hieromartyr Sergius deacon (1937).
New Hieromartyr Angelina, Abbess of Fyodorovsky monastery (1937)
New Hieromartyr Nicetas bishop of Belevsk (1938).
New Hieromartyr Leontius deacon (1940).
St. Juliana, martyr-princess of Vyazma (1406).
Blessed Procopius of Vyatka, fool-for-Christ, w/w (1677).
St. Philaret (Theodosius in schema), metropolitan of Kiev (1857).
Martyr Themistocles of Myra in Lycia (251).
St. Macarius the Faster, Abbot of the Khakhuli Monastery (11th c.).
St. Elgiva of Shaftesbury (971)
St. Beornwald of Bampton, priest (8" ¢.?)
Ven. Baudacarius of Bobbio (650)
St. Honoratus, bishop of Toulouse (3 c.)
Martyrs John and Festus of Tuscany (unk)
St. John Vincent hermit on Monte Caprario (Campania) (1012)
St. Severinus, bishop of Trier (c. 300)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Deacon
Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coftey,
John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please
also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from seminary to work full-
time). We started this four years ago, and we already see its fruit — Fr. Seamus was
on this list the last time I ran it!
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Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coftey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn, Ignatios Leonardo
and Joshua Horner. Make their lives as holy as the word they preach. Keep them
from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our salvation. Give them wisdom
and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them priests after Your own heart. For
You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with
Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever
and forever. Amen.

Social Team for December 28
Team 5 — Luke & Marlena Cooper, Andrew Joseph, Joseph Niedzieski. Thank
you!

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http:/www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese
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Will you answer
the call?

Meet with and hear from His
Eminence, Metropolitan Gregory,
P current professors, and seminarians,
ll pastand present!

-
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Mattew!

Register Now!

2026 Christ the Saviour Seminary Vocations Retreat

Johnstown, Pennsylvania
May 15* -17t




In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& la, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.)




