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December 28, 2025 –
Afterfeast and Sunday After Nativity (Joseph the Betrothed,

Prophet-King David & James the Brother of the Lord)
20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia

The Holy Prophet-King David, St Joseph the Betrothed, and St James the Brother
of the Lord are commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no
Sunday between December 25 and January 1, their commemoration is moved to
December 26.

At  an  early  date,  some  churches  in  the  East  began  to  commemorate  certain
important figures of the New Testament at the time of Theophany, and later during
the Nativity season. In Syria, for example, St Stephen (December 27), Sts James
(April  30)  and  John  (September  26),  and  Sts  Peter  and  Paul  (June  29)  were
commemorated near the end of December.

In Jerusalem, the saints mentioned above were combined with a feast that the Jews
of  Hebron  celebrated  on  December  25  or  26  in  honor  of  the  Old  Testament
Patriarch  Jacob.  Later  on,  the Christians  substituted  St  James  (October  23)  for
Jacob, and then the commemoration of the Brother of the Lord became associated
with his ancestor King David. In time, St. Joseph was linked with Sts David and
James. (from oca.org)
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"Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, ...did as the angel of the Lord had
bidden him" (Matthew 1:19, 24).  One must fear God more than men, and one must
obey God more than men. This is the lesson from the life of the Righteous Joseph,
the kinsman and guardian of the Holy Virgin Mary. He lived at the time of the
juncture  between  the  Law and  grace,  and  was  faithful  to  the  Law until  grace
appeared; then, when the new grace of God appeared, he became faithful to grace.

Obedient to the letter of the Law, he wanted to put the Holy Virgin away when she
conceived the Savior of the world in her most pure body. But when an angel of
God announced to him that Mary had conceived of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 1:20),
he abandoned his intention and did not put her away, but did as the angel of the
Lord had bidden him. He did not reason for himself, but obeyed the will of God.

Therefore,  God made him worthy of great  glory,  both on earth and in heaven.
Quietly and secretly he served God, and God glorified him openly. Not only was
he made worthy of the Kingdom of God but also his sons and daughters were.
What father would want anything more than that his son would be an apostle of
Christ? And Joseph had two sons who were apostles. Thus, God glorifies those
who fear Him and obey Him.

O great  Lord,  God of  the  righteous  Joseph,  help  us  sinners  also  to  love  Your
righteousness and to fear only You. To You be glory and praise forever. Amen. --
St. Nikolai Velimirovich

The brother was hurled to the condemning club, by this the all-blessed one died
being struck with a club.  *** On [October] twenty-third the good brother of God

was struck with a club.

Saint James the Brother of God was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, having been
ordained by the Lord Himself. He was also the first to write the Divine Liturgy,
having  been  taught  regarding  it  by  the  Master  Christ  Himself.  This  was  later
shortened by Basil the Great, and again that of Basil the Great was shortened by
the divine Chrysostom due to the weakness of the listeners.

Having therefore shepherded the Church of Jerusalem, and converted many Jews
and pagan Greeks to the faith of Christ, he moved the Jews to rage. They therefore
captured him, and hurled him from the pinnacle of the Temple, and while he was
still alive, they killed him.

As to why he is called the Brother of God, there is a tradition that has been passed
down to us that when Joseph, the betrothed of the Theotokos, was distributing his
belongings to his sons, which were born to him from another woman, namely this
James, as well as Joses, Judah and Simon, he wanted to give a portion to our Lord
Jesus Christ, Who was born of the Virgin. The other three sons did not show a

 



liking to this, but this James made the Lord fellow-inheritor of his own portion.
Not only is he called the Brother of God, but also Bulwark of the People and Just.
-- from the synaxarion  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

"And David said to Nathan: 'I have sinned against the Lord'" (II Samuel 12:13).

"My tears have been my food day and night" (Psalm 42:3).

King David sinned against God and repented, and God forgave him. The king's sin
was great, but greater still was his repentance. He was guilty before God of two
grave sins: adultery and murder. But when Nathan the prophet of God denounced
him, he cried out in anguish: "I have sinned against the Lord!" Thus he confessed
his sin and repented bitterly, most bitterly.

Grief-stricken,  he  prayed  to  God,  weeping,  fasting,  lying  on  the  ground,  and
enduring meekly the terrible blows that  God sent  upon him,  his  house and his
people because of his sins. In his penitential Psalms he says: "I am a worm and not
a man" (Psalm 22:6); "Because of the sound of my groaning, my bones cling to my
flesh" (Psalm 102:5); "I lie awake ... for I have eaten ashes like bread and mingled
my drink with weeping" (Psalm 102:7, 9);  "My knees are grown weak through
fasting" (Psalm 109:24).

Here is true repentance; here is a true penitent! He did not become hardened in sin
nor  did  he  fall  into  despair,  but,  hoping  in  the  mercy  of  God,  he  repented
unceasingly. And God, Who loves the penitent, showed mercy upon this model of
penitence. God forgave him and glorified him above all the kings of Israel;  He
gave him the great grace to compose the most beautiful penitential prayers and to
prophesy the coming into the world of the Holy Savior, Who would be of his seed.

Brethren, do you see how wonderful is God's mercy toward penitents? So much
mercy did God have on this repentant David that He was not ashamed to take upon
Himself flesh from David's seed. Blessed are they who do not become hardened in
sin and who do not fall into despair because of sin. Repentance saves both the one
and the other from evil.

O Merciful Lord, soften our hearts with tears of repentance. To You be glory and
praise forever. Amen.                                                        -- St. Nikolai Velimirovich

***
As offerings to you Savior they rise up, the twenty thousand in the temple who
reposed within.  On the twenty-eighth twenty thousand men were killed by burning.

When Emperor Maximian (284-305) returned as victor from the war against the
Ethiopians in the year 304, he wanted to make a sacrifice before the idols for this
victory. Letters were therefore sent everywhere urging all to come to Nicomedia,
to venerate his gods. Then Saint Anthimos, Bishop of Nicomedia, gathered all the

 



Christians within the church. It happened to be the feast of the Nativity of Christ.
So they celebrated together, and he taught them the true faith. When Maximian
heard of this, he ordered dry sticks and wood to be placed around the church to be
lit, so that the Christians could be set aflame within the church. When the Holy
Bishop Anthimos was informed of this, he made haste one hour before to have all
the catechumens baptized. And after celebrating the Divine Liturgy, he communed
everyone of the divine and immaculate Mysteries. Hence the dry sticks were lit,
and  all  the  Christians  within  the  church  were  burnt  alive.  They  were  twenty
thousand  in  number.  However,  Saint  Anthimos  was  not  burnt,  but  remained
unharmed by divine grace. This was done in order to benefit others through his
teaching, and to baptize them, offering them as saved to Christ. This was also done
in order that  he may suffer  more,  and in this way to pass over to Christ,  with
greater boldness and glory, and thus gain the Kingdom. On the third of September
this renowned man received the crown of martyrdom, and it is on this day that his
feast is kept.                            -- from the synaxarion  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Galatians 1:11-19 EOB
Brethren, as regards the Good News which I preached, I proclaimed this to you,
brethren, that it is not of human origin.  I did not receive it from man and I was not
taught [this Good News] by man, but it came to me through a revelation of Jesus
Christ.  You have heard about how I used to live in Judaism, how I persecuted the
Church of God beyond measure, and how I ravaged it.  I advanced in the Jewish
religion beyond many  of  my  own age  among  my  countrymen,  as  I  was  more
extremely zealous for the traditions of my forefathers.  But when it was the good
pleasure of God, (who had set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me
through his grace, to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the
Gentiles), I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood:  I did not go up to
Jerusalem to visit those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia.
Later on, I returned to Damascus.  Then, after three years, I did go up to Jerusalem
to visit Peter and I stayed with him for fifteen days.  However, I did not see any of
the other apostles, a except James, ‘the Lord’s brother.’ 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Matthew 2:13-23 EOB
After  they had departed,  behold, an angel  of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a
dream, saying, “Arise! Take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt.
Stay there until I tell you, for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.”  So
Joseph arose and took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into
Egypt.  They remained there until the death of Herod, so what had been spoken by
the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled: 'Out of Egypt I have called my
son.'  

 



When  Herod  saw  that  he  had  been  outwitted  by  the  wise  men,  he  became
extremely angry. He dispatched [his men] and killed all the male children who
lived in Bethlehem and all the surrounding countryside, two years old and under,
according to the exact time which he had learned from the wise men.  And so, what
had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:  'A voice was heard in
Ramah,  lamentation,  a  weeping  and  great  mourning:  Rachel  weeping  for  her
children. She would not be comforted, because they are no more.'  But when Herod
died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream when he was in
Egypt, saying:  “Arise! Take the young child and his mother, and return the land of
Israel; those who were trying to kill the young child are dead.”  Joseph arose and
took  the  young  child  and  his  mother,  and  they  came  into  the  land  of  Israel.
However, when Joseph heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in the place of
his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  Being warned in a dream, he withdrew
into the region of Galilee.  He thus arrived and lived in a city called Nazareth, so
that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be
called a Nazarene.”            

Homily on the Sunday After Christmas
By St. John of Kronstadt

Today we have two feasts: the feast of the Nativity of Christ is joined with the
feast of the Resurrection of Christ; one is an annual feast, the other a weekly feast.
In both feasts, beloved brethren, is hidden our own Christian triumph. Jesus Christ
was born and resurrected for us: He was born in order to die for us and to rise
again. Such is the love of God the Savior for us: He gave Himself entirely to us, if
only to make us eternally blessed, if only to lead us into the abodes of the heavenly
Father. The life of our Lord Jesus Christ - from His birth to His suffering, death,
resurrection  and  ascension  into  heaven,  is,  so  to  speak,  a  mirror  in  which  is
reflected all that happens and will happen to His followers, or, in other words, His
entire earthly life is a model of our life, as it should be.  Therefore, His birth is, as
it  were,  our  birth  -  and  it  is,  precisely,  only  for  us  -  His  resurrection  is  our
resurrection. 

Through the birth and resurrection of the Savior, we all,  beloved, are called to
eternal  life,  to  an  incorruptible  inheritance  reserved  in  heaven  for  our  sake.
Without the Savior, without His birth, our birth would only be a curse, so that our
resurrection without Him would become a condemnation to eternal torment.  By
His  birth,  Jesus  Christ  sanctified  our  birth,  exalted  our  horn;  through  His
resurrection, He made us glad with the hope of our resurrection. "Christ is risen
from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep" (1
Cor. 15:20), that is, He laid the foundation for our resurrection. Here is our triumph
in the birth and resurrection of Christ! 

 



But why do we celebrate the feast of the Nativity of Christ once a year, and the
feast  of  the  Resurrection  many  times,  and  one  of  them -  the  annual  one  -  so
brightly, with such solemnity, that its light seems to eclipse all other feasts? In
order to resolve this question, let us take another to explain it. Is it necessary to
assure  a  person  several  times  that  he  was  born?  It  is  not  necessary,  because
everyone believes this without assurance.  But is it necessary to assure a person
many times that he will rise again? It is absolutely necessary, because since the
resurrection will  still  happen and it  is  only in our hope, then it  is  necessary to
resurrect more often, to revive our fading faith in the resurrection and hope for it;
and even more so, there are fewer examples of resurrection we see before our eyes,
while examples of birth are always before our eyes. To this reason we must add the
fact that the year represents the human age, and since the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
became the Son of man and, without time, was subjected to the measurement of
earthly years, we remember once a year all the great events in the life of our Lord
Jesus Christ, as they once actually happened, and this single memory is enough to
revive our faith in them, while the resurrection of Christ,  in addition to its all-
bright, annual celebration, is celebrated many more times a year in order to more
often  revive  in  people  the  faith  in  the  general  resurrection,  which is  the  great
triumph of our faith, because the resurrection of Christ is our resurrection: "You
were raised with Christ" (Col. 3:1), says the Apostle, i.e. you were, as it were,
resurrected together with Christ.

And so glory to the Lord who was born for our salvation, and glory to Him who
rose from the grave and resurrected us with Himself.

What shall I say to you in conclusion? Remember, all of you, with each coming
resurrection, that you will rise again and, having risen, will appear at the judgment;
and therefore, each of you, take care to arrange your life so that at that terrible
Judgment you will not be disgraced and not sent into outer darkness, and so that
the feasts of the Nativity and Resurrection of Christ will not condemn us in that
age  for  our  inattention  and  disrespect  for  their  words.  Amen.  (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)                 

                        A Word From the Holy Fathers
In the churches there are vigils, and David is first and middle and last.

In the singing of early morning hymns, David is first and middle and last. 

In funeral processions of those who have reposed, David is first and middle and
last. 

What a thing of wonder!   Many who have not even made their first attempt at
reading know all of David by heart and recite him in order.  Yet it is not only in the

 



cities and the churches that he is so prominent on every occasion and with people
of all ages; even in the fields and deserts and stretching into uninhabited wasteland,
he rouses sacred choirs to God with greater zeal. 

In the monasteries there is a holy chorus of angelic hosts, and David is first and
middle and last.   In the convents there are communities of virgins who imitate
Mary, and David is first and middle and last.  In the deserts men crucified to this
world hold converse with God, and David is first and middle and last.

And at night all men are overcome by physical sleep and drawn into the depths.
David alone is active, and arousing the servants of God to angelic vigils, turning
earth into heaven and making angels of men.

– St. John Chrysostom, On Repentance 

Venerable Simon the Myrrh-gusher
And lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with
exceeding great joy. (Matt. 2:9-10)

On December 28, shortly after the Feast of the Nativity, the Church celebrates the
memory of St.  Simon the Myrrh-gusher through whom the Lord wrought great
wonders. A star, like that which led the Magi to Bethlehem, miraculously revealed
to the saint the site upon which, by divine command, he was to found a monastery.
The monastery was appropriately dedicated to the Feast of the Nativity and was
named  New  Bethlehem.  Today,  seven  centuries  later,  it  is  still  one  of  the
flourishing monasteries on Mt. Athos.

The life of the venerable Simon was arrayed with mighty ascetic feats and miracles
not only during his lifetime, but even after his repose when there gushed forth from
his relics are abundant fount of myrrh in a manner similar  to that of the Great
Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica. Where he came from, who his parents were,
and where he began his monastic labors, no one knows. Some time in the 13th
century, he arrived on the Holy Mountain.  Recalling the saying of the Fathers that
without obedience one cannot be saved, the venerable Simon sought before all else
to find a spiritual elder, one to whom he could entrust his soul without reserve, an
elder who would be not only a faithful guide unto salvation and a radiant model of
ascetic perfection, but also strict in bodily discipline.

After looking all over the Holy Mountain, he finally chose out of the multitude of
monks  leading  virtuous  lives,  an  unknown elder,  perfect  in  all  respects  in  the
ascetic  life.  He  labored  in  complete  submission  to  his  elder,  fulfilling  all  his
obediences with love and zeal and soon attained to such great spiritual heights that
he became known all over the Holy Mountain for his irreproachable life. Finally,

 



the time came when the elder was convinced that  his period of trial  was over.
Casting aside his paternal kindness towards the venerable Simon, he decided to
dwell with him as with a brother and on several occasions he even asked for his
advice and counsel.

But instead of rejoicing over the benevolence and honor bestowed upon him by his
elder, Simon was utterly grieved. He decided to leave, seeking for himself total
reclusion.  Expressing his intention to his elder, he asked his blessing amidst a
shower  of  tears,  desiring  with  heartfelt  sorrow that  the  elder  would  grant  his
consent.  In this way, he took leave of his dear elder for whom he had already
become not so much a disciple as another mighty co-struggler in the angelic life.

For a long time St.  Simon searched all  over the Holy Mountain for a secluded
hermitage where no one would know of his existence and no one would find him.
Finally,  with  God's  help,  he  found a  deserted  mountainside  with  caves  on the
southern part of the Holy Mountain. Knowing that before him lay the relentless
struggle of unseen warfare, the saint clothed himself with spiritual armor with the
help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  taking  the  cross,  prayer,  faith,  patience,  fasting,  and
everything that could crush the wily schemes of the demons and raise a man to
angelic purity and childlike simplicity. It is difficult to recount the fierce schemes
and hidden traps with which satan tormented and tried to catch unawares Saint
Simon. The holy ascetic, however, boldly trampled upon the brazen arrogance of
his  adversary  and  crushed  all  his  plans.  For  many  years  St.  Simon  remained
secluded within his cave where he manfully endured the constant battle with the
unseen enemies of his soul. He lived in sorrows and utter deprivation, lacking even
the assurance of his own salvation. 

Meanwhile,  hearing of  the severity  of  his  life  and in particular  of  his  spiritual
discernment and insight, many monks on the Holy Mountain began to come to him
and to receive great spiritual benefit from his soul-profiting counsel, thus fulfilling
the word of God: "A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid" (Matt. 5:14). Together
with those who came to him, Simon was accounted worthy to receive from the
Lord the gift of foreknowledge. However, through his humility he grew weary of
such earthly honor, and he sought refuge from the disturbance created by all those
who came to him. He was burdened by the stream of visitors which, it seemed to
him, only served as a hindrance to his desire for a life of seclusion. He yearned,
therefore, to abandon his dwelling for a yet more isolated one. But God, desiring
the well-being and salvation of each and every one, prevented the. realization of
his desire in the following way: 

One night, while persevering in prayer, the righteous one saw outside his cave, as
if  before his  very eyes,  the effulgence of  a divine light;  an ineffable  fragrance
spread all around him and he heard a loud voice: "Simon, Simon, faithful friend

 



and servant of my Son! Do not go away from here. I shall glorify this place; you
shall be its guiding light, and your name shall be glorified.'' Out of caution, Simon
chose at first not to believe this vision, not desiring to fall into the nets of the evil
one; for he knew, according to the word of the Apostle, that satan could transform
himself  into an angel  of  light.   Nevertheless,  he continued to  ponder  upon the
actual source of the voice. This took place shortly before the Feast of the Nativity
of Christ. Then, one night, walking outside his cave, he saw a strange apparition: a
star descended from the heavens and came to rest just above the rocky cliffs where
later the holy monastery was to be situated. This same vision repeated itself on the
following evenings; but the venerable Simon was still fearful. Was it possible that
this was solely one of the consequences of his intense spiritual warfare? And he
continued to distrust the vision. 

When the Eve of the Nativity of Christ arrived, he saw in a dream a brilliant star
and heard a  divine voice:  "Simon!  you must  build a monastic  dwelling here.  I
myself shall help you. Cast aside your doubts, or you shall be punished for your
unbelief."  The same voice  spoke to  him three  times.  At  that  time  (as  he  later
related to his disciples) it seemed to him that he was in Bethlehem of Judea, in the
very place where the shepherds were tending their flocks, and he heard the sweet
sound of angelic singing: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men: fear not, for, behold, I bring you tidings of great joy, which shall
be to all people" (Luke2:l4, 10). After this, said the saint, all fear and uneasiness
were dispelled from my soul and I rejoiced in spirit, and secretly beheld the scene
in  Bethlehem;  there,  before  the  manger,  the  Sovereign  Lady  stood  before  the
Divine Child, lying in swaddling clothes. 

Several days after the Feast of the Nativity, three rich men, brothers after the flesh,
came to the venerable one. They confessed all their sins and began persuasively to
entreat him to permit them to live in obedience under his direction. After a brief
period  of  trial  and  testing,  St.  Simon  revealed  to  them,  as  to  his  own  sons
according to the spirit, the divine vision. More than once he related to them the
vision concerning the building of a monastery on the neighboring cliffs,  asking
them not to speak of this to anyone while he was still alive until the proper time.
Hearing all  this,  the  brothers  with love offered  to  the saintly  elder  all  of  their
earthly wealth for the construction of the monastery, and in accordance with the
saint's wish and blessing, they offered immediately to prepare everything necessary
for such an important and God-pleasing labor. 

All necessary preparations were made. They had yet to learn, however, of the exact
site for the foundation upon which the monastery was to be built. When St. Simon
directed the brothers to the location where the church and other buildings were to
be constructed they were horrified, seeing the sheer cliffs which, according to his

 



orders, were to serve as the monastery's foundation. "Are you trying to fool us,
Abba?" they asked the saint, 'or are you speaking the truth? How can this be the
site, when that cliff might be quite dangerous for the workers and even more so for
those that will dwell here. If this is your desire, we shall surely oppose you!" 

The matter was left undecided. In the meantime, seeing that he could not convince
them to proceed with the work, St. Simon ordered the trapeza meal to be served.
While they were eating, one of the saint's disciples who was bringing wine to the
table, lost his balance through the prompting of a demon, and fell off the cliff into
a great abyss; still holding in one hand a pitcher and in the other several glasses of
wine. Stricken with horror at this sudden tragedy, the spokesman of the brothers
strongly  rebuked  the  venerable  one:  "Behold,  Abba,  what  has  already  been
wrought by these deadly crags before you have even begun your undertaking. How
many similar incidents of such a frightful death will occur if we should agree to
build the monastery here."  The saint  did not  answer but  secretly  prayed to the
Sovereign Lady Theotokos that he would not be put to shame in placing his trust in
her intercession. "Who can tell of all your miracles, O Sovereign Lady, and who
can praise your majesty?' What happened next was entirely unexpected: the brother
who had fallen over the precipice suddenly appeared before them. Through the
intercession of  the Most  Holy Theotokos he was not  only perfectly  whole and
unscathed, but he even held the glasses and pitcher from which not a drop of wine
had spilled! Such a miracle brought fear and trembling upon the laborers. They fell
to their knees before the saint and beseeching forgiveness said: "Now we know, O
father,  that you are truly a man of God." With heartfelt  sincerity they were all
grateful  to  be  numbered  among  the  saint's  disciples  and  were  soon  accounted
worthy  of  the  angelic  habit.  Then,  under  the  immediate  supervision  of  the
venerable Simon himself, his disciples, formerly simple laborers, proceeded with
the construction of the Monastery. 

The situation, however, was such that before anything else it was necessary to lay
the foundation. According to the instruction of the saint, they were to use a nearby
stone of enormous size. The elder ordered them to move it, but they, forgetting
about the miracle of the unspilled wine, were of the firm opinion that not only was
it impossible for them with their combined efforts to move that massive weight,
but that it could not even be budged. They stood there bewildered, not having the
slightest idea what to do. Seeing this, the saint approached them and, making the
sign of the life-giving Cross on the stone, he single-handedly lifted it  upon his
shoulder and carried it to the designated site. In this way he demonstrated in actual
fact the truth of the word which the Lord spoke to the Apostles: "Amen I say to
you, if you have faith as a grain of mustard seed, you shall say to this mountain,
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove" (Matt. 17120).

 



That such a man, whose body was weakened by fasting and ascetic labor, should
lift such a weight far exceeding human strength, can only serve as a testimony of
God's almighty power and His readiness to help those who turn to Him with faith. 

Having established the monastery which he named New Bethlehem, and having
spent his life in God-pleasing labors, St. Simon reposed on the 28th of December,
1287. On the morning of the next day, in the presence of the entire brotherhood,
the face  of  the  righteous one shone with a  wondrous  light.  After  his  soul  had
ascended unto the choirs of the righteous, a fragrant myrrh issued forth from his
holy relics through which St. Simon worked many miracles to the glory of God, for
kings, monks, and laymen. 

Many  years  after  the  saint's  earthly  departure,  a  pious  Serbian  king  helped  to
greatly enlarge and rebuild the monastery in honor of its founder. Since that time it
has been known as Simonopetra, or the "Rock of Simon". Today it is perhaps one
of  the  most  awe-inspiring  architectural  monuments  in  the  world,  a  standing
testimony to the power of faith and God's good will toward men.  (taken from the
Russian "Athonite Patericon" by Rassophore-monk Gerasim)

Martyr Domna As a Model for Our Lives
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas

Saint Domna lived in the time of the pagan emperor Maximian and was priestess
of the idols in Nicomedia, specifically the Temple of the Twelve Gods.  She had
the good habit of studying and this was the reason behind her discovering the true
faith.  Because  she  was  benevolent  the  Grace  of  God overshadowed  her  while
reading the epistles of the Apostle Paul.  Her spiritual eyes opened, namely her
nous, and she understood what she was reading was the truth and that Christ is the
true  Savior  of  mankind.  "Then  He  opened  wide  their  mind  to  perceive  the
scriptures" (Lk. 24:5). She asked to be baptized together with her servant Indes,
and the Mystery of Baptism was performed by Bishop Cyril of Nicomedia. 

After baptism her way of life changed radically and it became obvious to all those
who watched her and consorted with her. She distributed her wealth to the poor,
and whatever she made from the palace where she worked she gave to all those
who were in need while she lived in fasting, asceticism and prayer. Her way of life
irritated the pagans and, when they learned she became a Christian, they decided to
punish her as an example. Then she made out to be a fool (crazy) and brought
herself to the Bishop for treatment. With the blessing of the Bishop she dressed in
men's clothing and helped the men, without being recognized, in burying the relics
of the Martyrs.  At the time Maximian was absent. When he returned to Nicomedia
he asked to meet with Domna, and upon learning that she renounced the idols to
follow Christ,  he  commanded  her  to  be  arrested.  She  was  arrested  during  the

 



general persecution and her faith remained firm, thus she was beheaded and in this
way delivered her holy soul into the hands of Christ, whom she loved so much.

Her life and deeds give us the opportunity to emphasize the following:

First, idols are works of the imagination and human passions. "The idols of the
nations are silver and gold, the work of human hands." And demons act through
the idols, which mislead people and lead them to irrational and destructive acts and
actions, such as hatred, envy and even murder, since the worship of Satan requires
human sacrifices. Apart from the idols of the old age, which unfortunately even
today some worship, there also exist contemporary idols. These can be any person
or thing, when they are absolutized, autonomized and worshipped. Such idols can
be clubs, organizations, groups of any kind, but also a beloved person or thing, and
even ourselves with all our passions and weaknesses: "Our passions have become
our idols" (Great Canon). Essentially it is a relinquishment of our liberty, which is
a God-given good, and our voluntary enslavement to persons, things and situations
that  satisfy  our  weaknesses  and  passions  and  through  which  the  devil  acts.
Knowledge  of  the  truth,  which is  Christ  ("I  am the  truth"),  frees  us  from the
tyranny of the passions and the oppression of demons and offers existential and
true freedom. Therefore,  the struggle made in Christ  within the Church for  the
transformation  of  the passions,  is  simultaneously  a  demolishing  of  idols  and it
paves the way for finding true freedom, genuine love and the real meaning of life.

Second, the study of  Holy Scripture together with the lives and sayings of  the
Saints  nourishes  us spiritually,  but  it  also creates inspiration and the mood for
prayer. Of course, this takes place when this study is done with humility, reverence
and a willingness to live the divine commandments. When one is benevolent and
struggling to live according to the will of God, then they are overshadowed by
uncreated divine Grace and this gives inspiration to the spiritual life, as well as to
all God-pleasing works.

The  Saints,  but  also  those  who  are  struggling  to  achieve  their  personal
sanctification, have inspiration in all works according to God, which they work and
perform with gusto and enthusiasm. Rightly it has been said that the true Christian
is an artist  and a poet,  an inspired creator,  and whatever they do they do with
hunger and love. We live in a time when everyone is talking about their rights,
ignoring, intentionally or unintentionally, their duties and obligations.  Struggles
for the safeguarding of individual rights should not be at the expense of society,
because indifference to others reveals psychic illness, which creates many social
anomalies.  The study of the divinely inspired writings, moreover, reminds us of
the  duties  we  have  towards  our  fellow human  beings,  and  we  as  members  of
society.  These are necessarily and inextricably linked with the respect and love for

 



all without exception. "An excellent path towards our obligations will be found in
the study of the divinely inspired writings" (Basil the Great).

The various acts and actions that affect the community and especially those most
vulnerable,  who  have  been  wronged  and  have  no  way  to  react  and  defend
themselves,  their  families  and  their  property  may  sometimes  be  legal  and
legitimate, however they are not always ethical and permissible. Besides, the law
of  love  is  superior  to  human laws,  which,  sometimes,  are  made  only  to  serve
human passions, irrational desires and unfair trade.

The study of  the divinely inspired Scriptures,  and the lives and sayings of  the
Saints,  contributes  greatly  to  the  creation  of  true  people,  who  do  not  create
problems in society, but rather are for it a source of inspiration and blessing. ( from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

St. Cornelius, monk of Krypets Monastery in Pskov (1903).
New Hieromartyr Nikodim, bishop of Belgorod (1918)
New Hieromartyr Arcadius deacon (1918).
New Hieromartyr Alexander priest (1920).
New Hieromartyrs Theoctistus, Leonid priests (1937).
New Hieromartyr Victorin (Dobronravov), archpriest in Petrograd (1937)
New Hieromartyr Aretha priest (1938).
Venerable Ignatius, monk, of Loma (Vologda) (1591).
Apostle Nicanor the Deacon (34). (killed in the aftermath of the martyrdom of St. 
Stephen with 2,000 others)
Venerable Babylas the mime of Tarsus in Cilicia, with Cometa and Nicosa.
Martyr Ploutodoros
St. Wunibald, abbot of Heidenheim (1591) (Germany).
Martyr Secundus of Asti (2nd c.)
+-Sts. Romulus and Conindrus of the Isle of Man (c. 450)
+-St. Nephon the New Cenobiarch (1809)(Greece)
St. Gowan, wife of King Tewdrig of Glamorgan (Wales)(5th c.)
St. Maughold of the Isle of Man (c. 488)
St. Alphege, Archbishop of Canterbury (1012)
St. Antony, hermit of Lérins (c. 520)
Martyrs Castor, Victor and Rogatian (N. Africa)(unk)
St. Domnio, priest in Rome (4th c.)

 

https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/28-december/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/28-december/
https://pyhiinvaeltaja.wordpress.com/2010/05/02/st-alphege-of-canterbury/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1228d.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1228b.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1228a.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/12/saint-nephon-new-cenobiarch-1736-1809.html
https://celticsaints.org/2025/1228c.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/holy-martyr-secundus.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/12/saint-babylas-mime-of-tarsus.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/12/28/103679-apostle-nicanor-the-deacon-of-the-seventy
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2020/12/saint-ignatius-of-loma-and-yaroslav-1591.html
https://www.pravenc.ru/text/382251.html
https://www.orthodox.net/russiannm/victorin-hieromartyr-of-petrograd.html
https://www.pravenc.ru/text/386518.html
https://www.orthodox.net/russiannm/perm-hieromartyrs-and-martyrs-of.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/12/28/100316-hieromartyr-ikdmos-bishop-of-belgorod
https://words-of-doom.livejournal.com/825690.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/28-december/


Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch.   The  seminarians  are:  Deacon
Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey,
John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please
also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from seminary to work full-
time). We started this four years ago, and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was
on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood,  Fr.  Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch,  and  seminarians
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III,  Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn,  Ignatios Leonardo
and Joshua Horner.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them
from being discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom
and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For
You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with
Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever
and forever.  Amen.

 



Social Team for January 4  
Team 6 – Gabriella Howl, Jameson Barker, Keane Thompson. Thank you!

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the  Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the  suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/

