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January 4, 2026 – Forefeast and
Sunday Before Theophany | Synaxis of the 70 Apostles
Today's bulletin icon depicts the commemoration of the Circumcision of Our Lord
and St. Basil the Great, which is being transferred to today this year because no
priest was available to celebrate them on January 1.

The Forefeast  of the Theophany begins on January 2.  The hymns compare the
Feast of the Nativity with the coming Feast.  “There shepherds saw the Child and
were amazed; here the voice of the Father proclaims the only-begotten Son.”

From the church hymns for this day: "The feast of light is accomplished before all
in the Theophany of Christ", "come to the Jordan, let us assemble to be cleansed
and to sing the Forefeast". "Leave Bethlehem for the country of Jordan, you who
delight  in  wonders,  and  there  you  will  see  deeds  mysteriously  accomplished":
"Jesus the King of all the earth", "Son of Father without Beginning", "as a man in
essence,  not in fantasy", "coming humbly to the son of Zechariah", "requesting
baptism". "Receive in a manner fitting a slave, O Prophet John, the Deliverer of the
world, and baptize the Creator for the rebirth of mortals".   "Let the mountains leap
for joy, let the hills vest themselves in joy, let the corrupted be prepared for divine
cleansing".  "Awaken  O  Soul,  to  be  cleansed  of  passions,  blossoming  through
offering good deeds".
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There is no material from the menaion specific to the Sunday before Theophany,
but there is an epistle and gospel reading for the day.

Synaxis of the Seventy Holy Apostles
Besides the 12 Apostles the Lord Jesus Christ during His life had the good will to
select 70 more and sent them among the cities to preach the Kingdom of God in all
of  them (Luke 10:1).  These  70 Apostles,  after  the  Descent  of  the Holy Spirit,
preached  Christ  in  different  countries;  one  independently,  the  others  were
associates of the Twelve Apostles. Celebrating many of the seventy from the choir
of the apostles separately, the Orthodox Church, for the purpose of honoring each
of the seventy equally and for the protection of believers from disagreement in
honoring them, today glorifies all of them together, calling this day "the Synaxis of
the Holy Seventy Apostles".

In the church hymns they are glorified, as "all wise" and "all praised" "disciples of
Christ",  "pillars  of  the  unshakeable  Church,  the  foundation  of  piety",  "the
candlesticks  of  divine visions",  enlightened "all  the world with the radiance of
piety" and dispersed "the darkness of atheism", "O wise Apostles, leaders of the
way for the stray", caught "by words" and lifted up "out of the depths of atheism
by many diversified languages, signs and wonders" confirmed "their wisdom". 

The  names  of  the  70  Apostles  according  to  the  Menology  (Chetji  –  meniei):
James, the brother of the Lord (Oct. 23), Mark the Evangelist (Apr. 25), Luke the
Evangelist (Oct. 18), Cleophas, the brother of Joseph the Betrothed, Simeon, the
son  of  Cleophas  (Apr.  27),  Barnabas  (June  11),  Joses  or  Joseph  nicknamed
Barsabas or Justus (Oct. 30), Thaddeus (Aug. 21), Ananias (Oct. 1), Stephen the
Archdeacon (Dec.  27),  Philip of the seven deacons (Oct.  11), Prochorus of the
seven deacons (July 28), Nicanorus of the seven deacons (July 28 and Dec. 28),
Timon of the seven deacons (July 28 and Dec. 30), Parmenas of the seven deacons
(June 28), Timothy (Jan. 22), Titus (Aug. 25), Philemon (Nov. 22 and Feb. 19),
Onesimus (Feb. 15), Epaphras, Archippus (Nov. 22 and Feb. 19), Silas, Silvanus,
Crescens or Criscus (July 30), Crispus, Epenetus (July 30), Andronicus (May 17
and  July  30),  Stachys,  Amplius,  Urban,  Narcissus,  Apelles  or  Apel  (Oct.  31),
Aristobulus (Oct. 31 and Mar. 16), Agabus, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon (Apr. 8),
Hermes (Nov. 5 and May 31), Patrobus (Nov. 5), Hermas (Apr. 8), Linus, Gaius,
Philologus (Nov. 5), Lucius (Sept. 10), Jason (Apr. 28), Sosipater (Apr. 28 and
Nov. 10), Olympas (Nov. 10), Tertius (Oct. 30 and Nov. 10), Erastus, Quartus or
Quart (Nov. 10), Euodius (Sept. 7), Onesiphorus (Sept. 7 and Dec. 8), Clement
(Nov.  25),  Sosthenes  (Dec.  8),  Apollos  (Sept.  10  and  Dec.  8),  Tychicus,
Epaphroditus (Dec. 8), Carpus (May 26), Quadratus (Sept. 21), Mark, called John,
Zenas (Sept. 7), Aristarchus (Apr. 15 and Sept. 27), Pudens, Trophimus (Apr. 15),
Mark, the nephew of Barnabas, Artemas (Oct. 30), Aquila (July 14), Fortunatus,

 



and Achaicus. For making up 72 add to these: Dionysius the Areopagite (Oct. 3),
Simeon, nicknamed Niger (Acts 13:1).

According  to  the  explanation  of  some  commentators  the  full  number  of  the
apostles was 72 and in many ancient lists and translations of the Gospel of Luke
there are 72 apostles. In the service for January 4: Caesar, according to one, Bishop
of Dyrrhachium, Cephas (see Gal.  2:9 about him) and Matthias (see Acts 1:2З
about him), according to another, Bishop of Coronea (in Boeotia), are mentioned
but not included in the list transmitted to us. The Holy Apostles: Simeon, Timothy,
Onesimus,  Epaphras and Archippus are  not  mentioned in the service.  (adapted
from S. V. Bulgakov, Handbook for Church Servers, 2nd ed., 1274 pp., (Kharkov,
1900), pp. 0009-0010 Translated by Archpriest Eugene D. Tarris)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8
My son Timothy, be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an
evangelist,  fulfill  your ministry.  For I am already being poured out as a drink
offering, and the time of my departure is at hand.  I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Finally, there is laid up for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint Mark 1:1-8
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in the
Prophets:  “Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, who will prepare Your
way before You.”  “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  ‘Prepare the way of
the Lord; make His paths straight.’”  John came baptizing in the wilderness and
preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.  Then all the land of
Judea, and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in
the Jordan River, confessing their sins.  Now John was clothed with camel’s hair
and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.  And he
preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal
strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose.  I indeed baptized you with water,
but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”              

Homily on the Sunday Before Theophany
By St. John of Kronstadt

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make His
paths straight" (Mark 1:3).

When  the  arrival  of  a  king  is  expected  somewhere,  they  usually  take  care  to
prepare the way for him, that is, to level or clear the road. If the arrival of a king is
expected in a city, then they usually sweep the streets, whitewash or illuminate the

 



houses, hang out flags as a sign of greeting to the dear guest; if the arrival of the
king is expected in a village, then all its inhabitants dress in clean, festive clothes,
go out into the street, and persons chosen from society bring out bread and salt to
the high visitor. This is how it happens when meeting an earthly king. But for us,
brethren, there lies a meeting of the heavenly King: for Christ, the King of heaven
and earth,  comes to every Christian soul,  to dwell  in it  and establish in it  His
kingdom, the kingdom of truth, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, the kingdom of
heaven. 

What are we to do? How are we to meet such a Visitor to our souls, such a King?
"Prepare," says the Prophet, "the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." The
spiritual  King  must  prepare  a  spiritual  path.  In  the  East,  to  meet  kings,  they
straightened and leveled the roads, so that the path for the traveling king would be
as straight, smooth and convenient as possible; and now we have railways almost
everywhere, and not only for the king, but for all of us, they make the path straight
and smooth, as on glass. Let us take this straightness and smoothness of earthly
paths as an example and likeness for the spiritual path. We await the coming not to
the city, but to our souls of the heavenly King Christ. Let us make the spiritual path
straight and smooth, that is, let us remove from our souls every crookedness and
roughness  of  sin:  for  your  paths are  crooked,  says the Prophet,  your  ways are
crooked and sharp. 

How shall we remove them? By sincere repentance of sins, by correction of heart
and life and by good deeds. "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt.
3:2). Let the man of little faith remove the crookedness of his unbelief or lack of
faith and acquire the simple, uncomplicated faith of the saints, or the faith of God,
of which the Lord said: "Have faith in God" (Mk. 11:23); let the proud remove his
pride and acquire God-loving humility; let the enmity of his brother be abandoned,
let him humble himself and live henceforth lovingly, heeding the commandment of
the Apostle: "From a pure heart love one another diligently" (1 Pet. 1:22). Let the
fornicator wash away his impurity with tears of repentance and let him not return
to it henceforth, like a dog to his vomit, and let him live chastely, remembering
that our bodies are members of Christ and temples of the Holy Spirit (Eph. 5:30; 1
Cor.  6:19).  Let  the  intemperate  and  drunkard  abandon  their  intemperance  and
henceforth be zealous about abstinence: for drunkards will not inherit the kingdom
of God (1 Cor. 6:10), and drunkenness is idolatry. Let the lover of money and the
hard-hearted towards the poor abandon his passion for this dear or costly land, as a
crooked and rough path,  on which he himself  is  often wounded inwardly,  and
which blocks the way into his soul to the Heavenly King: for what fellowship has
the Merciful with the hard-hearted, the Lover of Mankind with the lover of money,
the Heavenly King with the dust of the earth? 

 



And so let the lover of money and the stingy prepare the way into their hearts for
the Heavenly King by almsgiving and generosity to the poor. Let us all take away
wickedness from our souls and acquire the God-loving simplicity of virtue. This is
how one must prepare the way of the Lord; this is how one must make His paths
straight! When we thus prepare the way for the Lord, He will undoubtedly come to
us and dwell in our hearts, as He Himself promised: "I will dwell in them and walk
among them" (2 Cor. 6:16), and the kingdom of heaven will be in us even here on
earth,  the  kingdom of  truth,  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Spirit.  Amen.   (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)                 

                        A Word From the Holy Fathers
Even when your body does nothing, sin can be active in your mind.  When your
soul  inwardly  repulses  the  evil  one's  attack  by  means  of  prayer,  attention,
remembrance of death, godly sorrow and mourning, the body, too, takes its share
of holiness, having acquired freedom from evil actions.<br /><br />This is what
the Lord meant by saying that someone who cleans the outside of a cup has not
cleansed it inside, but clean the inside, and the whole cup will be clean (Matthew
23:25-26).

"Strive as hard as you can to ensure that your inner labour is according to God's
will, and you will conquer the outward passions" (Abba Arsenios, Apophthegmata
Pateron 9).

If the yeast is holy, so is the dough (Galatians 5:9).  "Walk in the spirit", says Paul,
"and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh" (Galatians 5:16).  Christ did not
abolish the Jewish circumcision but fulfilled it. He Himself says, "I am not come to
destroy the law, but to fulfill" (Matthew 5.17).  How did He do this? It was a seal,
a sign and a symbolic way of teaching about cutting off evil thoughts in the heart.
The Jews were reproached by the prophets for being uncircumcised in their hearts
(cf. Jeremiah 9:26; Romans 2:25).

Man looks at the outward person, but God regards the heart, and if it is full of foul
or evil thoughts, that man deserved to have God turn away from him.  That is why
the apostle exhorts us to pray without wrath and doubting (1 Timothy 2:8).

To  teach  us  to  strive  for  the  spiritual  circumcision  of  our  hearts,  the  Lord
pronounces the pure in heart and the poor in spirit blessed.<br /><br />He stresses
that the reward for this purity of heart is seeing God, and He promises the kingdom
of heaven to the poor (Matthew 5:8, 3). By the poor He means those who live
frugally and in need.  But it is not only such people whom He calls blessed, but
also those who are like them in spirit, those who, because of their inner humility of
heart and their good purpose, have arranged their outward life accordingly.  He

 



forbids not just murder but anger, and commands us to forgive from our hearts
those who sin against us. Nor will He accept the gift we offer unless we are first
reconciled with one another and let go of anger (Matthew 5:21-24).

– St. Gregory Palamas 

Homily on the Circumcision of the Lord
By St. Luke the Surgeon, Archbishop of Crimea and Simferopol

On this great feast I have preached to you more than once about the significance of
the circumcision of the Lord, more than once I have preached about Saint Basil the
Great, whose memory the Church celebrates on this great feast of the Lord. Have
you noticed that this is the only case of combining the glorification of Christ with
the glorification of a holy man? In no other case does this happen, and by this the
Church marks and emphasizes the greatness of this Saint.

Today I will  tell  you what you have heard from the lips of Christ  yesterday at
vespers, and that you hear now in the prayer service, I will explain to you the 10th

chapter of the Gospel of John: “Amen Amen, I say to you, he who does not enter
the sheepfold by the door, but climbs up some other way, the same is a thief and a
robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the
doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice; and he calls his own sheep by
name and leads them out. And when he brings out his own sheep, he goes before
them; and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice.  Yet they will  by no
means follow a stranger, but will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers” (John 10:1-5).

What kind of sheepfold is this that the Savior speaks of? This is the Church, the
New Testament Church, for only Christians are called the sheep of Christ,  and
therefore it is about them.  The Lord Jesus Christ says that whoever does not enter
the sheepfold's courtyard through the door is a thief and a robber.  In ancient times,
sheep were driven at night in bad weather in special fenced yards, or caves in the
mountains; at the entrance, they set up the younger of the shepherds to keep watch.

Who are these, about whom Christ speaks, that they do not enter the sheepfold by
the door, but “climbs up some other way” - somewhere else they will climb up like
thieves and robbers?  It should be noted to you that this parable of Christ was told
immediately  after  He healed the man  born blind,  and when He denounced the
Pharisees  and Scribes of  their  blindness.  They were indignant:  “What!  Are we
blind?!” - “Yes, yes, you are blind. Blind, even though you consider yourself to
have sight, in fact you are blind.”

First of all, the words of Christ, which I began to read to you, which you just heard,
was addressed to them.  The Lord called them thieves and robbers. Who are they?

 



First  of  all,  those  Jewish  teachers  who  thought  they  were  the  leaders  of  the
religious people of Israel. They were considered leaders, they were looked at as
leaders, and the Lord Jesus Christ called them thieves and robbers.  Why is it so?
Because they did not enter the sheepfold by a door, they did not call the sheep by
name, as true good shepherds do, who give a name to each of their sheep. And the
sheep did not listen to their voice, because they do not listen to a stranger's voice:
they know the voice of their shepherd, but they do not follow a stranger.  

This parable was spoken to them, they did not even know what He said. Then Jesus
said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All
who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them.
I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and
find pasture” (John 10:7-9).

He, our Lord Jesus Christ, is the door for the sheep, and all good shepherds, all
those who enter the sheepfold not arbitrarily, not of their own accord, but who are
put on this work by the Lord Jesus Christ, are the only good ones. The shepherds,
and all the rest, and all who are “reproaching in other ways,” and not those who
enter through the door, all who came before Him are thieves and robbers.

Who are these who came before Him? Of course, not the holy prophets who paved
the way for the coming of Christ, for the Kingdom of God.  This is not about them,
but  about  false  prophets,  it  is  about  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees  who  did  not
recognize the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, did not even consider him a
prophet, reviled Him, blasphemed Him with evil words, did not believe in Him.
These have earned the name of thieves and robbers, for only by the door, which is
Christ, you can enter the sheepfold: “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will
be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”

Only He, Jesus Christ, is the One Shepherd, only He is the door of the sheep.  Only
those who enter this door with deep faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, with ardent love
for Him, with determination to follow the path to which He calls, only those will
find pasture, only those will find everything that they need, like sheep need to be
pastured. Only those will find pasture in the Kingdom of God - only they alone
will enter the sheepfold.

Remember that for you, the sheep of Christ,  there is one way, one door to the
Kingdom of God.  This door is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Do not enter any
other door, always avoid the strange fence, live in the fence of Christ, in the fence
of His love, His care.  Trust all in Him - and you will enter, and you will go out,
and you will find pasture.

“The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.  I am the good

 



shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. But a hireling, he who is
not the shepherd,  one who does not  own the sheep,  sees the wolf  coming and
leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches the sheep and scatters them” (John
10:10-11). 

Do you not know, do you not believe with all your soul that He, our Lord Jesus
Christ, suffered for all of us, accursed sinners, that He saved us by His Blood, His
death on the cross? After all, this is the basis of our faith, because this is all that we
must remember every day. We must remember that He accomplished the salvation
of our race, accomplished at the most grave price, at the cost of the most terrible
sufferings of the fore-parents, at the cost of the God-man's Blood.

And after Him there were many, exceedingly many good shepherds who laid down
their  lives  for  the  sheep.   Were  there  not  enough  hieromartyrs  -  bishops  and
presbyters, who endured the most severe tortures and martyrdom for the name of
Christ?  How many were of these true, good shepherds, called by Christ Himself to
feed His flock!  Oh, how many were the martyrs who gave their lives for faith in
Christ, for preaching about Him.

He is the door to the sheep, He is the Good Shepherd, who laid down His life for
His sheep.  “But a hireling, he who is not the shepherd, one who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf catches
the sheep and scatters them.  The hireling flees because he is a hireling and does
not care about the sheep.”

You  know  all  the  cursed  hirelings,  you  know  the  false  shepherds  who  graze
themselves, the evil shepherds who are careless about the sheep, leaving them at
the first danger, leaving them to be torn apart by the wolves.  Christ says about
such false shepherds: “I am the good shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am
known by My own. As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay
down My life for the sheep” (John 10:14).

There  was  in  ancient  times  the  task  not  only  of  those  who  were  in  the  Old
Testament Church, and then became a member of the New Testament Church, not
only they had to be brought to eternal life, there are many, many sheep not from
the fold of the Lord Jesus Christ, there were many pagans who did not know about
the True Shepherd - and they had to be brought.  And the Lord brought them in
through His apostles, brought all the peoples of the then world to faith in Him, our
Savior.  And we need to bring all the peoples, we need to call  new ones from
everywhere: “Come, come to the sheepfold!”

And notice that there are those who are strongly influenced by this call, I know that
those who did not believe before take the path of Christ, and the small flock of
Christ is replenished.  This is what you heard, this parable of Christ is read on the

 



days of the commemoration of all the great saints, God's hierarchs.  It was also
read at yesterday's all-night vigil in memory of Basil the Great, for there were not,
or there were few like him. He was the greatest Christian shepherd, the shepherd of
the whole Church, not only Caesarea in Cappadocia alone.  He was one of the most
ardent Christ-loving shepherds of Christ's  flock.  Everything that we have heard
about the good shepherd is said about him. 

Listen  to  this  word  and  you  will  see  an  accurate  portrait  of  some  unworthy
shepherds, who, unfortunately, have always been and always are.  "You eat the
curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you
do not take care of the flock" (Ez. 34:3).

By the grace of God, in the Crimean archdiocese, I do not know a single shepherd
to whom these terrible words of the prophet Ezekiel would apply. Many, probably
all,  have  vices;  there  are  many  shortcomings,  like  all  people.  But  unfaithful
shepherds,  shepherds  who  feed  themselves,  are  careless  about  the  sheep,  like
hirelings - I don't know such.  But to all of us, imperfect shepherds, far from the
fullness  of  dignity,  may  the  greatest  righteous  Basil,  Bishop  of  Caesarea  in
Cappadocia be a great example, and we will now offer him a hymn and glorify
him. Amen.  Translated by John Sanidopoulos.

Venerable Apollinaria the Syncletike As a Model for Our Lives
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas

Venerable Apollinaria was from an illustrious family and lived in the 5th century
AD. The daughter of a supreme administrative ruler of Rome, she was renowned
for her beauty and in particular her strong faith in Christ. On a pilgrimage to the
Holy  Land  she  was  accompanied  by  several  slaves,  men  and  women,  whom,
however,  after  the  pilgrimage,  she  set  free,  after  having  given  them plenty  of
money. She herself  did not  return to Rome,  but went to Alexandria where she
embraced the monastic life and was distinguished by her wisdom and virtue. After
a sufficient period of time she learned that her sister was tormented by an unclean
spirit. She went to Rome and after God-persuading prayers her sister was healed.
Her relatives and friends wanted to keep her close, but she, despite the fact that she
loved them very much, returned to her hermitage,  where she "was perfected in
peace".

Her life and deeds give us the opportunity to emphasize the following:

First, man was created by God in His image and according to His likeness and
endowed  with  the  gift  of  free  will,  or  freedom of  choice.  God  did  not  create
masters and slaves, rulers and subjects, rich and poor, higher and lower people, but
these  distinctions  are  the  result  of  the  misuse  of  the  freedom  of  man  and
disobedience  to  the  commands  of  God.  The  first-formed  in  Paradise  had

 



communion with God, and between each other there was genuine love which is
why they truly  enjoyed life.  Their  relationship with  their  Creator  and between
themselves,  as well as with creation, disintegrated after their fall  into sin. They
then  lost  communion  with  God,  the  love  between  them "became  frozen",  and
creation rebelled against them.

When  man,  by  the  Grace  of  God  and  his  personal  struggle,  is  regenerated
spiritually, or is even in the prospect of spiritual regeneration, he cannot accept
inequalities  and  discrimination,  and  for  this  reason,  depending  on  himself,  he
condemns them.

The  first  Christians,  as  we  see  them  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  abolished
economic inequality that existed between them, since those who had money gave it
to  the  Apostles  in  order  to  distribute  it  to  those  in  need,  so  that  no  one  was
deprived of anything. Even those who owned property sold them and offered the
profit so that all could equally enjoy the good things of God, since all things were
common  to  all.  "Now  all  who  believed  were  together,  and  had  all  things  in
common, and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as
anyone had need " (Acts 2:44-45).

Equality and common giving existed among the early Christians and it is preserved
today in coenobitic monasteries. There all things are held in common and there is
no  appearance  of  the  phenomenon  that  one  has  material  goods  and  another  is
deprived of what is necessary, as it often happens in human communities where
there are many rich and many poor, even those who are completely deprived of
that which is necessary for their survival. The accumulation of material goods and
their exploitation for selfish purposes reveals spiritual nakedness, insecurity and a
lack of meaning of life. Wherever there are people who take seriously the issue of
salvation  and  struggle  to  know  Christ  and  have  fellowship  with  Him,  there
inequalities and discriminations are blunted and over time cease to exist. And this
is because by the Grace of God and their own personal struggle they are freed from
selfishness and gain inner freedom and unconditional love, and so they do not wish
to have slaves, but only friends.

Unfortunately, however, the slave trade still exists today in various forms. And the
worst is that consciences are sold and bought. Fortunately, however, today there
are those, even a few, who neither buy nor sell and prefer to be penalize rather than
be unjust. This is a comforting fact and indeed these people are an oasis in the
desert of modern individualism and a friendless society.

Second, the situation of those people who exist with the entrance of demons within
themselves is tragic, because not only do they suffer, but their relatives as well.
The entrance of  demons within a person is due to various causes.  But what is

 



certain is that the devil has no power over the creations of God, reasonable or
unreasonable, unless a man himself, making poor use of his freedom, gives him the
right. Even when the demons entered the swine in the city of the Gerasenes,  it
happened because it was allowed by Christ.

The expulsion of demons takes place by prayer and fasting, as Christ Himself says:
"This  kind cannot  come out  except  by  prayer  and fasting"  (Matt.  13:22).  And
where there are people who have made prayer and fasting their way of life, then
the race of demons is expelled and the demon possessed are freed.

Prayer sweetens the heart more than honey and fasting strengthens the will, and in
this way man rejoices, and becomes strong like a lion which does not fear anything
and is thus free. Besides, according to the riddle of Sampson the Judge in the Old
Testament, what is sweeter than the honey of prayer, and what is stronger than a
lion, namely a man of God?

In  other  words,  by  his  state  in  Christ  man  acquires  internal  completeness  and
spiritual courage, which is why he is able to confront as a conqueror temptations,
the sorrows of this life, the fear of death and the tricks of the devil, and in this way
he truly rejoices in his life.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

Venerable Theoctistus, abbot at Cucomo in Sicily (800).
Repose of St. Eustathius I (Eustace), archbishop of Serbia (1285).
New Hieromartyrs Alexander, Stephen and Philippe priests (1933).
New Hieromartyr Nicholas priest (1939).
New Hieromartyr Paul (Pavel) priest (1941).
Venerable Aquila, deacon of the Kiev Caves (14th c.).
Martyr Zosimas the Hermit and Martyr Athanasius the Commentarisius (super-
intendent of prisoners), anchorites of Cilicia (3rd-4th c.).
Holy Six Martyrs
Venerable Timothy the Stylite (872)
Martyrs Chrysanthos and Euphemia.
Venerable Euthymius the New of Thessalonica, monk. (898)
+-St. Gregory of Langres (539-540) (Gaul).
Martyrs Abbot Euthymius & 12 Monks of Vatopedi Monastery, Mt. Athos (1285)
New Martyr Onuphrius Manassias of Gabrovo & Hilandar Monastery, Mt. Athos (1818)
The Ethiopian Eunuch (Djan Darada) of Queen Candace (1st c.)
Venerable Fathers Evagre, Ilia the Deacon, & the Disciples of the 13 Syrian Fathers 
(6th c.) (Georgia).
St. Symeon, metropolitan of Smolensk (1699).

 

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/04/100447-metropolitan-symeon-of-smolensk
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/04/103806-holy-fathers-of-the-shio-mgvime-monastery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopian_eunuch
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/01/holy-new-venerable-martyr-onouphrios.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/01/saint-euthymios-and-twelve-holy-martyrs.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/01/saint-euthymios-and-twelve-holy-martyrs.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/10/saint-euthymios-new-of-thessaloniki-894.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/01/holy-martyrs-chrysanthos-and-euphemia.html
http://www.eschatologia.com/2021/01/saint-timothy-of-kakhushta-and.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/01/saint-timothy-of-kakhshata-stylite-872.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/01/holy-six-martyrs.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/01/saints-zosimas-monk-and-athanasios.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2016/01/saints-zosimas-monk-and-athanasios.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2020/01/saint-aquila-deacon-of-kiev-caves.html
https://www.newmartyros.ru/life/zhitie-sshchmch-pavla-felicyna-presvitera-1941.html
https://www.newmartyros.ru/life/zhitie-sshchmch-nikolaya-maslova-presvitera-1939.html
https://www.newmartyros.ru/life/zhitie-sshchmchch-aleksandra-skalskogo-stefana-ponomareva-i-filippa-grigoreva-presviterov-1933
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/01/04/100089-repose-of-saint-eustathius-i-archbishop-of-serbia
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/01/saint-theoktistos-abbot-of-cucumo-in.html


Finding of the Relics (1974) of Martyr John of Konitsa (1814)
St. Theoprobus (Theoprovos), Bishop of Karpasia (Cyprus)(4th c.)
Righteous John Scholarios, Patriarch of Constantinople (577)
St. Madega (Madog, Madoc), monk with St. Winoc, founder of Abbey of 
Wormhout (7th c.) (Brittany)
+-St. Rigobert, bishop of Reims (745) (Gaul)
+-St. Pharaïlde (Pharaildis, Varelde) of Ghent, (745) (Gaul)
+-St. Ferréol (Ferreolus), bishop of Uzès (581) (Gaul)
++St. Rumon, Bishop and Confessor of Tavistock in Devon (6th c.)
Martyrs Aquilinus, Geminus, Eugene, Marcian, Quintus, Theodotus, and Tryphon (c. 
484) (N. Africa)
Martyr Dafrosa (Affrosa), mother of St. Bibiana (c. 360)
St. Libentius (Liäwizo), bishop of Hamburg (1013) (Germany)
St. Mavilus (Majulus) of Hadrumetum, martyr (212) (N. Africa)
Martyrs Priscus, Priscillian & Benedicta of Rome, buried by their father Flavian (unk)
++Righteous Nikephoros the Leper (1964) (Greek) (glorified Dec 3, 2012)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch.   The  seminarians  are:  Deacon
Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey,
John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please
also pray for Joshua Horner, who is taking a break from seminary to work full-
time). We started this four years ago, and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was
on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

 

https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/12/holy-martyr-flavian-former-prefect-of.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://celticsaints.org/2025/0104a.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://pyhiinvaeltaja.wordpress.com/2011/01/17/st-pharaildis/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/4-january/
https://www.synaxarion.gr/gr/sid/1621/sxsaintinfo.aspx
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2010/09/saint-john-muslim-new-martyr-of-konitsa.html
https://www.mystagogyresourcecenter.com/2024/01/after-160-years-relics-of-turkish.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/01/saint-nikephoros-leper-resource-page.html


Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood,  Fr.  Andrew  Gromm,  and  Deacon  Donald  Koch,  and  seminarians
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Bradley Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-
Coffey, John Fedornock III,  Clay Raburn, Spyridon Raburn,  Ignatios Leonardo
and Joshua Horner.  Make their lives as holy as the word they preach.  Keep them
from being discouraged.  Hear their prayers for our salvation.  Give them wisdom
and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them priests after Your own heart.  For
You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You we give glory, together with
Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-giving Spirit, now and ever
and forever.  Amen.

Social Team for January 11  
Team 7 – Samouris family. Thank you!

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
John Reece, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios
& Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the  Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the  suffering
people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise
Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/

