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April 12, 2026 - Holy Pascha | Chrlst is Rlsen| Indeed He is Risen!
By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin
>>0n Holy Tuesday<<
"You know that in two days it will be Passover, and the Son of Man will be handed
over to be crucified" (Matthew 26:2).

The closer the days of the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ approached, the more

clearly He told His disciples that He needed to suffer in order to thus gradually

prepare them for His sufferings. Let us prepare, listeners, and we ourselves for the

sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ by thinking about them.

When thinking about the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, the following thought
often comes up: why should the Lord not renounce suffering? He was free to go or
not go to suffering, whole legions of God's Angels were ready to intervene for
Him. It's all true, listeners. But what would have happened to us if Jesus Christ had
not gone to suffering? If He had not suffered, we would have to suffer forever. No
matter how we lived on earth, we would not have escaped hades if Jesus Christ had
not descended into hades. And now, when Jesus Christ suffered, we are free from
eternal suffering, now it completely depends on our will whether to go after death
to hades or heaven.
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The temporary sufferings of Jesus Christ have replaced our eternal sufferings; what
we should endure forever in hades for our sins, all of it He endured for us on earth.
Imagine that some criminal for his crimes must go into exile, to eternal labors. The
determination is already signed; an execution that could replace this exile, the
criminal cannot bear, and therefore he must certainly go, and now he is already
going. But suddenly an intercessor appears who undertakes to endure the execution
determined for the criminal, so that the criminal will be released from eternal exile
for this; and so the intercessor endures, and freedom is restored to the criminal.
This is what Jesus Christ similarly did. All people, as criminals of the Law of God,
must endure eternal torment, but Jesus Christ suffered for them, and now they are
free from these torments.

Imagine, listeners, what were the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ! Collect the
sins of all people - those who lived, and those who live, and those who will
someday live, lay the blame and the burden of all these sins on Jesus Christ and
judge what His sufferings must be! What was it like for Him to be tormented for
the sins of all people, and tormented in such a way that this torment was equal to
eternal torment? What was it like for Jesus Christ to endure in a few days what the
human race had to endure for all eternity?

But you ask: was it really impossible to do without it? Surely God could make sure
that we do not suffer, and Jesus Christ does not suffer? What do we, listeners, have
to say about this? God did it, apparently, otherwise it would have been impossible
to do it. Let us better judge how merciful God is to us sinners, and how strict to our
sins. God wanted His beloved Son to suffer, so how can we not suffer? The justice
of God demanded that the Most Holy of Holies suffer, what kind of mercy can
sinners expect? Jesus Christ suffered so much for the sins of others, what should
we expect, we ourselves who sin? God in His Only Begotten Son could not spare
the sins He took upon Himself, can He spare us for our own sins?

So, this is where reflections on the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ should lead
us, these are the thoughts that should occupy us especially in these days! Christ
suffered for the sins of others, can we avoid suffering when we do not cleanse our
sins by repentance and do not atone for them by faith in Jesus Christ, who suffered
for us? Amen.

>>0n Holy Friday, before the Burial Shroud<<
"My mouth is silent, my tongue does not speak, but my heart speaks."”
The lips of our Savior are silent, the tongue does not speak, but the heart speaks.
What does it tell us? Listen, sinner! Listen to what your Savior is telling you from
the tomb. “Do you see how much I love you? I'm lying dead, for you; for your
salvation I died. You are too afraid, you think that it is already impossible for you



to be saved, you sometimes completely despair of your salvation. I knew this
beforehand, I knew it even before you were born; I knew that you would be much
afraid for your salvation, that you would sometimes despair of your salvation. All
sinners are like that. When they sin, they are not afraid of anything, they don't
think about anything, and when they sin, they immediately begin to be afraid of
everything - they think that they have already died, that there is no salvation for
them, there will be no forgiveness for them.

I knew this in advance about you, sinner, and therefore I died beforehand, when
you not only did not sin, but were not yet born. I died in order to assure by My
death, to reassure you, so that you would not be afraid for your salvation, so that
you would not despair of your salvation. Yes, for those who think that it is
impossible for them to be saved, I died. I would not die for you if I knew that you
would not despair of your salvation. Your desperation for salvation made Me die
for you. Do you see how much I love you! It was hard for me to suffer. You heard
how 1 grieved, mourned, almost reached despondency in the garden of
Gethsemane. What made me go?

The thought of you, sinner, the desire to save you. When, amidst my spiritual
sorrows, I remembered you, I remembered that My sufferings are necessary for
your eternal salvation, that without My death it is impossible for you to rest from
your sins, that if I do not go to suffer, then you will forever have to suffer, endure
suffering for your sins - as soon as I remembered this, I immediately went,
willingly went to suffer for you, to fulfill the will of My Father. You see how much
I love you.

It was hard for Me after, when they began to judge Me. They blamed Me for
everything, although I was not to blame for anything; they beat Me for everything:
I was silent - they beat me, I spoke - they beat me; and they beat, and spat, and
slapped, and scoffed, and laughed; finally, they put me on a par with the villains,
they crucified Me with the robbers. It was hard for me to hang on the cross; My
head was in a prickly crown of thorns, My hands and feet were nailed, I suffered
terribly - and did not meet compassion in anyone; those who were Mine stood afar
off and did not dare to approach Me. It was so hard for Me then that I could not
help but sigh, so as not to cry loudly to My Father: My God, My God! why have
You forsaken Me? (Matthew 27:46).

What made me endure such suffering? What made Me endure these torments, these
spittings, and beatings, and the cross, and death? All the same thought, the same
desire - the thought of you, sinner, the desire to save you from sins. I will suffer,
endure, forebear - I thought this in the midst of suffering - but sinners, My people,
will not suffer, endure, forebear. Yes, My desire to save you, sinner, so inspired



Me when I suffered that I longed for more suffering, if only to save you from
suffering.

Do you see how much I love you, sinner? No one loves you more than I do, I laid
down My life for you. I loved you so much, I suffered so much for your salvation,
when you were not yet born, when you had not yet sinned, when you had not yet
asked for your salvation and mercy. Will I not save you now that I see that you are
perishing? Can I not save when I hear that you are praying for your salvation, can |
not have mercy when you ask for mercy for yourself? Shall I not save and have
mercy on you, when I Myself, without your calling, volunteered to save and have
mercy on you? For the sake of Me, for the sake of My love for you, for the sake of
My suffering for your peace and salvation, do not despair of your salvation. Do not
be afraid to ask for forgiveness, never be afraid, no matter how great your sins are.
I will save you and have mercy."

Here it 1s, Christian listeners, for what purpose now the Holy Church solemnly,
with all the details, remembers the sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ: to calm,
assure us sinners that Jesus Christ will save and have mercy on us, in spite of any
of our sins. Amen.

>>0n Holy Saturday<<
"Weep not for me, O Mother, beholding in the tomb the Son whom you conceived
without seed ... for I am delivering Adam and Eve with all their offspring, and on
the third day I shall rise again."

And 1n us, listeners, in our souls, Jesus Christ sometimes seems to die, that is, we
sometimes seem to have little faith in Jesus Christ, little hope in Him, little love for
Him. Sometimes it even seems to us that it is as if we have no faith in Him at all,
there 1s no hope in Him, there is no love for Him; this is the same as if Jesus Christ
is dead in us. And how painful it can be for us then, how hard, excruciating! With
all my heart I would like to believe, hope, love and not lament and grieve.

What should we do in this case? What we do is grieve, lament, mentally turn to
Jesus Christ. After all, His disciples did the same when He was dead and lay in the
tomb: they grieved, were distressed, talking about Him among themselves and
recalling, perhaps, His words that He spoke to them shortly before His death: "You
will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will be turned into joy ... I will see you again and your heart will
rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you" (John 16:20-22).

Then His Most Pure Mother did the same and, no doubt, grieved most of all,
lamented and wept, crying out to Him: "Woe is me, my Child! Woe is me, my
Light." That is why the Lord, as the Church sings, consoled Her, saying: "Weep
not for me, O Mother, beholding in the tomb the Son whom you conceived without



seed." So, pious listener, lament and sorrow, when you feel that you have little
faith in Jesus Christ, little hope in Him, little love for Him, when you seem to be
completely cold to Him.

You can't be without these things until you arrive at the perfect wedding feast.
Only, lamenting your coldness towards Jesus Christ, do not despair, do not be
discouraged, do not stop mentally turning to Him, and He, sooner or later, although
not outwardly, but audibly for your soul, will tell you: "Weep not for me." And
then you, perhaps, will weep even more, you will sob, perhaps, but not from
sorrow, but from joy. From the joy that Jesus Christ has truly risen in you. He has
risen, has revived, that you believe in Him, hope in Him, love Him.

Our sorrow for the Lord is always before the joy in Him, as the sad Great Saturday
is always before the joyous day of the Resurrection of Christ. Amen.

>>0n Pascha<<
"Your Resurrection, O Christ our Savior, the Angels in Heaven sing."”

We are not alone in celebrating this day: there is a festival in Heaven too. We are
not the only ones who glorify the risen Christ: and the Angels in Heaven sing His
Resurrection. "Your Resurrection, O Christ our Savior, the Angels in Heaven
sing."

What about the Angels? Jesus Christ did not come down to earth for them, did not
suffer for them, did not die for them, and rose again not for them; so why do they
sing His Resurrection? Because they are Angels, good creatures, that is why they
sing. Evil spirits will not sing now, for them all spiritual joy is intolerable, for them
it is torment when others are blissful. Such is the property of the wicked. But that's
not the way Angels in Heaven are. They always rejoice when others are rejoicing;
whoever receives a blessing from God, they exalt, as if they themselves received
this blessing. Thus, the Angels in Heaven are now rejoicing because we are
rejoicing, triumphant, because we now have a triumph.

Pious listeners! Let's pause here for a few minutes. Angels now rejoice and
triumph with us, because they are good beings; demons do not rejoice with us, do
not triumph, because they are evil spirits. Let us now pass from spiritual beings to
ourselves, to people. And whoever of us is good in soul, who is pure in heart, now
rejoices from the soul, triumphs from the heart; but whoever has an unkind soul, an
unclean heart, now has no joy, no triumph. Yes, the law is the same everywhere,
both in Heaven and on earth: it is not common for the wicked to rejoice now;
always and now only the good rejoice.

And in fact, how can those whose heart is full of anger now rejoice and triumph,
whose soul is darkened by sins? Such people cannot be aware of the present



triumph, they cannot feel the present joy: whether Christ would be resurrected, or
whether He remained in the grave, it is all the same for them. They celebrate the
present day only to be in idleness, in order to more freely satisfy their lusts. In
muddy water, the most obvious objects are not reflected; likewise, the most solemn
joys do not delight wicked people. His is this truth manifested? Look at an evil
person, and you will see it yourself, you will see how he reluctantly greets you
with his present joy and how he compulsively answers you to your joyful greeting.
Why is this? Because there is no joy in him at all; his soul is such a wilderness in
which the voice of joy is never heard.

O, how nice it would be if there were no such people in the world! How fun it
would be to celebrate this day if it were not for these proud and arrogant, these
insidious and envious, these cruel and self-serving people! And it is always painful
to meet such people, but it is especially painful to meet them on happy days - I
would run away from them! You would like to heartily share the joy with them,
from the bottom of your heart to congratulate them on the holiday, but they are as
insensible as stones, as cold as ice, as if they do not hear or see you. However, let's
not grumble, everything is for the best. We are not in Heaven, but on earth: there
can be no complete joy here.

Who among us is clean from filth? No one; we are all sinners, we are all more or
less evil. In Heaven, evil spirits do not prevent the Angels from rejoicing; and evil
people would not hurt us to rejoice if we ourselves were not involved in evil. And
rather than to grumble at wicked people, it is better to cleanse ourselves of sinful
filth, throw out anger from our hearts. We decorate the body for the holiday,
change dark clothes to light ones. It should be so.

Today, the Church, as a queen, is all in gold, she is all clothed and infused,
everything in her smells of aloe. It is shameful and indecent for us, her children, to
go around now in some kind of rags. But, taking care of the external decoration, let
us take even more care of the internal decoration; changing the clothes of the body,
let us also change the clothes of our soul. After all, white clothes do not cover the
blackness of the soul; the anger of the heart is visible under the gold. At the same
time, decorating the body for a feast requires such anxiety and expense! And to
decorate the soul is so easy and quick! One has only to appeal to God - and He will
give us a new heart; one has only to shed a tear of repentance - and our soul, like
snow, will turn white.

Therefore, let us, listeners, keep our hearts pure, wash our souls with tears of
repentance - and we will brightly celebrate the present day, and no one will stop us
from rejoicing now and always. Amen. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)



Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint John 1:1-17
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was
the light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. This man came for a
witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was
not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light
which gives light to every man coming into the world. He was in the world, and
the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to
His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many as received Him, to them
He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name:
who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but
of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. John bore
witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.”” And of His
fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. For the law was given through
Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

A Word From the Holy Fathers

Radiant indeed are the flowers of the passion that lasted for three days. The lilies
of the baptismal font are shining. Stars appeared from the waters. And this is
something natural and obvious, for the sun has appeared to those who sit in the
darkness, in the deepest pit, and in the shadow of death. Glorious is the captivity
of the one crucified. Observe the trophies, and stop having doubts about the
victory. Admire the queen's greatness of soul, gushing forth spiritual blessings to
all. For in olden times the Jews were stoning Stephen, wishing to cover with a
heap the primal athlete and invincible orator of the one crucified; but the virgin,
having dedicated herself to Christ, depleted and spent, by reason of her piety,
riches. She rendered her own flesh dead unto passions. She married in her soul
the one crucified. She beautified the visible heaven on earth. She confesses the
tomb as the treasure-house of salvation. She boasts of the cross through which the
bond of old was torn up. She embraces death as deliverance from the ancient
fence. She proclaims resurrection as the great gift of the one crucified. She
marvels at the baptismal font which, though it gave birth to so many, yet remained
a virgin. Through it stars appeared. She is struck with we before the mystery by



which the devil was incredibly shipwrecked. These are the gifts of the one
crucified. These are the trophies of the tomb. These are the successes of the
universal Master. Adam drank in paradise the poison in the daytime; in this night
Hades vomited forth the one whom he, in his ignorance, swallowed. Who saw
things of such a nature? Who heard this? A tomb has become the cure of paradise;
a cross dissolved the curse of a tree; creation shuddered before the one whom
Judas sold!

What do you say, O Jew? These two things reveal your madness: the sayings of
the prophets and the elements of nature. If you blush not at their sayings, you
should nevertheless shudder at nature's tremor. For behold, the servants mourned,
because they could not endure the insult to the master. Heaven put on darkness;
the sun ran away from the mystery; the earth trembled at the outrage; the temple
bewailed the murderers of Christ. Hades sent forth the dead as envoys; the earth,
trembling, shouted without voice to the Jews, “How long to you remain slow and
obstinate of heart, while all the dead marvel at the passion, proclaiming the good
news by saying, 'By his bruises all of us were healed' (Is. 53:5), who were 'sitting
in the darkness and in the shadow of death' (Lk. 1:79) in tyranny?” But “through
the tender mercy of our God” (Lk. 1:78) he has shown strength with his arm” (Lk.
1:51). “Though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor” (2 Cor. 8:9), the
Son of the living God, Christ Jesus our Lord; he has scattered the proud, and
exalted those of low degree, having destroyed “him who has the power of death,
that is the devil” (Heb. 2:14), the serpent, instigator of evil and deceitful dragon,
just as Isaiah, the most eminent of the prophets, has foretold. Therefore the whole
earth joyfully and loudly praises the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, because thereby forgiveness has come to those who were captives from the
beginning, and restoration of sight to the blind. For it reads, “The true light, that
enlightens every person, was coming into the world” (Jn. 1:9), having become man
from the holy virgin without change, without confusion, and without division. And
he overthrew, through the cross, our adversary, the one who was envious of the
human race, to bereave them of the eternal blessings, wishing to chide God through
them. For, having despised your commandments, they are dragged along by the
pleasures of this life. Therefore the Lord himself and our God granted us eternal
life through his incredible and venerable resurrection from the dead on the third
day. To him belong the glory and power, together with the immaculate Father, and
the Holy Spirit, now and always, and forevermore. Amen.

— St. Proclus, Archbishop of Constantinople, Homily 12 “On Pascha ™)



Holy Desert Fathers and Martyrs Menas, David, and John
Three passion-killing Abbas who were servants of God were killed with arrows by
man-killers.

The Holy Three Abbas and Venerable Martyrs Menas, David and John met their

end by being shot with arrows.

Though some sources place these Venerable Martyrs in Palestine in the seventh
century, having been shot with arrows by Arabs, other sources place them in Egypt
among the Desert Fathers there.

Saint Nikodemos the Hagiorite identifies Abba Menas with the one written about
in the Paradise of the Holy Fathers, where it says:

Abba Menas told us: "Once when I was staying in my cell a brother came to me
from afar, begging me and saying: 'Take me to Abba Makarios.' I got up and went
to the elder with him. When he had offered a prayer for us we sat down and the
brother said to the elder: 'Father, I have spent thirty years not eating meat and still
have a fight not to do so." The elder said to him: 'Do not tell me you have spent
thirty years not eating meat, my son, but tell me the truth: how many days have
you lived when you did not speak against your brother, did not condemn your
neighbor and when no vain word came out your mouth?' The brother prostrated
himself, saying: 'Pray for me, father, that I might make a start."

Perhaps the Abba David is the one mentioned in Sayings 29 and 33 of Abba
Arsenios. The Abba John mentioned 1is unknown otherwise. (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

Saint Anthousa, Daughter of Emperor Constantine V

Copronymos, as a Model for our Lives
By Protopresbyter Fr. George Papavarnavas
Saint Anthousa lived in the 8th century in Constantinople. She was the daughter of
the Emperor Constantine Copronymos, whose name is connected with one of the
darkest pages of politics, but also of ecclesiastical history, where he was always
believed to be a persecutor and a warlord. Many believers were tortured during that
period and many sealed the confession of their faith with the blood of their
martyrdom.

Saint Anthousa grew up in the palace and could have all the amenities, but she
chose to live ascetically. Her external appearance was like that of a princess, but
underneath the glittering outer garments she wore a hairy garment to humble her
body, that is, the "mind of the flesh", which is opposed to the "mind of the spirit",
which is "life and peace". Her father wanted her to marry someone that was like-
minded as him, but the Saint refused, since, after all, she wanted to dedicate herself



completely to God. After the death of her father, she distributed her property to the
poor and became a nun by the then Patriarch of Constantinople, Saint Tarasios.

Saint Nikodemos the Hagiorite notes with emphasis that the Saint "never was
absent from the church, never showed idleness, nor neglect in her prayers," as well
"her humility was so great" that she "served all the sisters." She lived for 52 years
and had a peaceful end. Her life and conduct give us the opportunity to emphasize
the following:

First, at the beginning of her synaxarion we read the following verses: The
fragrant fruit from a putrid root, revered Anthousa faded from the earth and life.
In other words, the revered Anthousa in her earthly, venerable life blossomed and
became a very fragrant fruit, even though she came from a putrid root.

The content of the above verses is reminiscent of the popular proverb which says
that "from a rose comes a thorn, and from a thorn comes a rose." In the case of the
Saint, the latter is verified, that is, that a rose came out of a thorn, according to the
Holy Synaxarist, a very fragrant fruit from a putrid root. Usually the opposite
happens, but there are always exceptions. That is, what usually happens is that
when the root is healthy, then the flower is also sweet and the fruit is sweet. On the
contrary, when the root is putrid, then the flower is also foul and the fruit is rotten.
We can safely say, that which is written in the synaxarion was in reference to the
father of the Saint, who was impious and fought against the Orthodox faith.
Nevertheless, his daughter became not only faithful and pious, but also holy. She
was raised in an environment where the faith had changed and was warred against,
but she kept the authentic faith in her heart and lived according to it. She was
raised in an environment without icons, and yet she maintained the image of God
in purity. She preserved her whole being, her soul and body, pure, and became a
"holy vessel" of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and is a model and example for all of
us to imitate.

It teaches us that if we really want to live the way God wants us to, then nothing
can stop us, not the family environment, not society, not anything else, and what
we often say to justify the lukewarmness of our faith, our negligence and our
idleness, are cheap excuses and "pretexts to sin". We must come to understand that
it was not the fault of others for our passions, our mistakes and our sins, but our
own. Of course, there is no denying that the home environment, as well as social
conditions, affect to some extent the life and conduct of people, but the most
important role in life and especially in the spiritual progress of man we ourselves
play a role, because, when we have the disposition and desire to live the life
according to Christ, then we have Christ as our supporter, helper, protector, and
guardian from every evil. He will always strengthen and empower us, especially in
the difficult and extreme moments of our life.



Therefore, we must understand that others are not responsible for our spiritual
idleness, but also that we should take care to take seriously the issue of our
salvation.

Second, man was fashioned according to the image and towards the likeness of
God. The image is a given, while the likeness, which is deification, is achieved by
the Grace of God and the effort of each of us. Man is in the image of the Son and
Word of God and not of God the Father. The image of God the Father is the Son
and Word of God. That is, man is an image of the image. And as an image of the
Word of God, that is, of Christ, man must strive to be as similar as possible to his
original. This means that he must transform his passions, which are the unnatural
function of the powers of the soul. That is, by the Grace of God and our personal
struggle, his heart must be purified "from all contamination of flesh and spirit", and
from the unnatural to attain to the natural, and then to the supernatural. After all,
the purpose of our lives is our sanctification, as the Apostle Paul emphasizes: "This
is the will of God, our sanctification." And this purpose is achieved through our
participation in the Passion and the Cross of Christ, which has as a consequence
the participation in His Resurrection.

The garden of the heart, in order to bloom and bear fruit that is "very fragrant",
must be cultivated and sown with the divine seed, that is, the Gospel. And this
cultivation is done with toil, pain and tears, but also with spiritual rejoicing, which
1s instilled in the heart by the Grace of the Holy Spirit, which bears the fragrant
fruits of the virtues. This truth is expressed by the sacred psalmist, when he says:
"They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. Going they went and wept, casting their
seeds. But coming they shall come with joyfulness, carrying their sheaves."

Everything in the Church is joyful-sadness. Sadness "through sin", joy "through
salvation". (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today

[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]
Venerable Basil the Confessor, bishop of Partum (760).
New Hieromartyr Sergius (1938).
Hieromartyr Artemon, presbyter of Laodicea in Syria (c. 300)
Hieromartyr Zeno, bishop of Verona (ca. 260).
Venerable Isaac the Syrian, abbot of Spoleto, Italy (ca. 550).
Venerable Athanasia, abbess of Aegina (860).
"Murom" (12th ¢.) and "Belynich" (13th c.) Icons of the Mother of God.
St. Acacius of Kapsokalyvia Skete, Mt. Athos (1730).
St. Basil, bishop of Ryazan (1295).
Deposition of the Belt of the Most Holy Mother of God in Constantinople (942).
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Martyr Sabbas the Goth, who suffered at Buzau in Wallachia (372) (Romania).
St. Sergius, patriarch of Constantinople (1019).

Martyrs Demas, Protion, and those with them (Greek) (c. 310).

Saint Julius the Great, Pope of Rome (352)

Repose of Venerable Neophytos the Recluse of Cyprus (1219)

Venerable Akakios the New of Kavsokalyva (1730)

Ven. Alferius (Alpherius), abbot of the Holy Trinity Abbey in Cava (Italy)(1050)
St. Constantine, bishop of Gap (Provence)(529)

St. Damian, bishop of Pavia in Lombardy (Italy)(710)

St. Erkemboden, bishop of Thérouanne (France)(714)

St. Tetricus, bishop of Auxerre (France)(707)

Martyr Victor of Braga (Portugal)(c. 300)

Virgin-Martyr Vissia of Fermo (c. 250)

St. Wigbert, missionary to Friesland (Ireland)(690)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
1s taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!

Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.
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Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini. Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo. Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our
salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them
priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios & la, Mother
Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering people of Ukraine
& the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of
changes.)
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