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April 26, 2026 - Sunday of the Myrrh- bearlng Women

& Joseph of Arimathea (3" Sunday of Pascha)

By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin
The third week after Holy Pascha is called the Week of the Holy Myrrhbearing
Women. How did the Myrrhbearing women deserve such honor and memory that
the Holy Church appointed a special week for their remembrance and
glorification? Could it be that on the day of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ, very
early in the morning, they carried fragrant ointment to His tomb in order to anoint
His body with it, for which they were called "myrrhbearers"? No. Of course, by
this they proved that they loved Jesus Christ, but this was only their last deed,
which they did for Him, out of love for Him who had died. No, even before, much
earlier and much more they showed their love for Jesus Christ. They were at His
burial, they were at His crucifixion, when He was led to Golgotha they followed
Him and wept. But most importantly, during all the time Jesus Christ walked
through the cities and villages and taught the people, these women were among the
first to follow Him and served Him with their own means.

But what attracted them to Jesus Christ? They did not yet know that He was the
Son of God, the Savior of the human race, the Creator, the Almighty God. What
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was it that made them love Him so? The doctrine that He preached. No one has yet
taught what Jesus Christ taught, and no one has spoken as He spoke. From His
mouth poured a good word, like fragrant ointment, and they could not turn away
from Him, everyone wanted to hear something from Him. Yes, that is why they
called Him more and more only Teacher, and they had no other name for Him
other than Teacher.

So, this is how the Myrrhbearers earned honor and memory in the Holy Church: by
their love for Jesus Christ, especially by the fact that they loved to listen to His
teachings and following Him everywhere, serving Him with their own means. And
therefore, not only did they themselves learn from Him, but in some way helped
Him teach others, providing Him and the disciples with what they needed for their
everyday life. Thus, the Myrrhbearing women were special lovers of the teachings
that Jesus Christ preached, the zealots of enlightenment which He spread
everywhere.

When we remember the Myrrhbearing women, it is proper for us to remember our
women. What do we say about them? What do they like? What are their hobbies?
How do they spend their time? What do they do? The poor ones for the most part
work. But what are the rich doing, not the poor? Do they read, listen to something
necessary, useful, salutary, divine? Do some even know how to read? They often
complain about the emptiness of life, about boredom. But how can they not be
bored, how can they not feel emptiness in life, when they do nothing good and,
thus, live mostly for themselves and see others only as a burden? We, as rational
beings, should be occupied and pleased by something smart, sensible, sacred,
necessary for us, useful for others.

"What should we do, what should we do?" they say. Engage in the teaching of
Jesus Christ, by reading and listening to Him. You will love this teaching and it
will not leave you behind. Oh, what light there is for the mind, what joy for the
soul, what gladness for the heart! Day and night you would begin to think about
Him, you would never forget His advice, His instructions.

What should you do, what is there to do? Nowadays, everywhere, in cities and
villages, so many schools are opening. Why don't you, especially the rich, as there
are enough of you, why not take care of these schools, why not serve them as your
own, delivering what is needed to the teachers and students in them? How much
glory for God, benefit for neighbors, comfort for you! Indeed, in these schools all
of Christ's teaching is taught, and thus, serving the schools, you, like the holy
Myrrhbearers, would serve Christ, the one Teacher for all eternity.

What should you do, what is there for you to do? Oh, do everything in the name of
Jesus Christ, for His sake, for the benefit of others, for the salvation of your



neighbors, and then every deed, like fragrant ointment, will delight and please you
in life, and you will earn good things for yourself and leave a good memory for
yourself, one that is eternal. The example of the holy Myrrhbearers, glorified now
by the Church, may remind you of what you should love and what you should
mainly do, and may your own awareness of the emptiness of your life make you
understand that you are not living the way you should, that you do not love, that
you are not doing what you should. Life not according to Jesus Christ, without
true, holy love, without good deeds, without useful activities - is always boring,
empty. Amen. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Life of St. Joseph of Arimathea

Saint Joseph of Arimathea was accounted worthy to bury the immaculate body of
our True God, Jesus Christ and, after the Lord’s glorious ascension into heaven,
preached the Holy Gospel in many diverse lands. Of St Joseph’s early years little is
known except that he was the son of wealthy and noble parents of the Old
Covenant. This pious family lived in the city of Ramah or Arimathea. As a youth
Joseph was taught the sacred scriptures and knew well of what should come to pass
when the Saviour and Redeemer would come into the world as foretold by the
Holy Prophets. As the God-loving Joseph grew, inspired by the Holy Spirit, he
pondered on the prophecies. He considered the prophecy of the Holy Isaiah : The
Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son
and shall call His name Immanuel. (Is.7:14). And the prophecy of Micah, But you,
Bethlehem, House of Ephratha, are little among the thousands of Judah, yet from
you shall come forth to me Him who is to be ruler in Israel, and His going forth is
from the beginning, from the days of eternity. (Mic.5:2).

And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counselor; and he was a good
man, and a just: (The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of them,) he
was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of
God. (Luke 23:50-51) He had the position of an honourable and respected member
of the Jewish Privy Council. It was then that He Who is from eternity came unto
the people of Israel performing miracles, teaching, and proclaiming the New
Covenant between Himself and those who would follow Him. As the Gospel of our
Lord came unto the people of Israel, Joseph wondered, Could this Jesus of
Nazareth be the One foretold, the Redeemer of Israel? And as Joseph beheld Christ
and His disciples and the multitudes of followers, he recalled the words of Isaiah:
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the
land of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is
born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder and
His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace. (Is.9:2-5). It was then that Joseph became a disciple



of the Lord, but in secret for fear of the Jews. (John 19:38). But soon, He through
Whom all things were created was betrayed and of His own Will gave Himself up
for the life of the world: And they crucified Him, and parted His garments, casting
lots....And it was about the sixth hour and there was a darkness over all the earth
until the ninth hour. And the sun was darkened, and the veil of the Temple was rent
in the midst. And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, Father, unto
Thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost. (Luke
23:44-46).

St Epiphanius says: “When even was come, there came a rich man of Arimathea
named Joseph, and went boldly unto Pilate and begged from him the body of Jesus.
A mortal went in before a mortal, asking to receive God; the God of mortals he
begs; clay stands before clay so as to receive the Fashioner of all! Grass asks to
receive from grass the Heavenly Fire; the miserable drop seeks to receive from a
drop the whole Abyss! Who ever saw, who ever heard such a thing? A man grants
to a man the Creator of men; a lawless man undertakes to surrender the Definition
of he Law of lawless men; a judge deprived of judgment permits the burial of the
Judge of judges Who has been judged to death.

When even was come, he says, there came a rich man named Joseph. Truly was
this man rich who carried away the entire compound hypostasis of the Lord. Verily
was he rich, because he received the twofold nature of Christ from Pilate. He was
rich indeed, because he was accounted worthy to carry off the priceless Pearl.
Truly was he rich, for he bore away the Pouch overflowing with the treasure of
Divinity. And how would that man not be rich who acquired the Life and salvation
of the world? How should Joseph not be rich, who received a gift Him that sustains
and rules all things? When even was come for the Sun of Righteousness had then
set into Hades. Wherefore there came a rich man named Joseph of Arimathea, who
was a secret disciple for fear of the Jews. And there came also Nicodemus, which
at first came to Jesus by night. O hidden mystery of mysteries! Two secret
disciples came to conceal Jesus in a tomb, thus teaching by His concealment the
mystery concealed in Hades of the God concealed in the flesh. Each one of these
men surpassed the other in their affection for Christ. For Nicodemus proved his
magnanimity by the myrrh and aloes, and Joseph proved worthy of praise by his
daring and boldness before Pilate. For he, casting off all fear, went in unto Pilate
and begged the body of Jesus. Now when he went in he acted very shrewdly so as
to obtain his longed-for aim. Wherefore, he did not employ high-sounding and
pompous words lest Pilate be moved to wrath and he fail in his request. Nor did he
say to him, ‘Give me the body of Jesus, Who but a short time ago darkened the
sun, split the rocks asunder, shook the earth, opened the sepulchres, and rent the
veil of the temple!” Nothing of the kind said he to Pilate.



But what, then? A certain pitiful plea, in every wise lowly. ‘O judge, I have come
to make of thee a trifling request. Give me a dead man for burial, nay, the body of
Him that was by thee condemned, Jesus of Nazareth, Jesus the poor, Jesus the
homeless, Jesus the crucified, the naked, the common, Jesus the carpenter’s son,
Jesus the bound, the shelterless, the Stranger, Who in a strange land is unknown,
Jesus the contemptible, Who for all was suspended on the Cross. Give me this
Stranger, for what profit to thee is the body of this Stranger? Give me this Stranger,
for from afar He came to this place to save a stranger, to a dark region He
descended to draw up a stranger. Give me this stranger, for He alone is a Stranger.
Give me this Stranger, Whose country we know not, the strangers. Give me this
Stranger, Whose Father we know not, the strangers. Give me this Stranger, Whose
place and birth and ways we know not, the strangers. Give me this Stranger Who
lived in a strange land a strange life and existence. Give me this Nazarite Stranger,
whose generation and disposition we know not, the strangers. Give me this
voluntary Stranger, Who had not where to lay His head. Give me this Stranger,
Who as a homeless Stranger in a strange land was born in a manger. Give me this
Stranger, Who from the very manger fled Herod as a stranger. Give me this
Stranger, Who from His very swaddling bands was a stranger in Egypt, Who has
no city, no village, no house, no abode, no kindred, for this Stranger is found in
foreign lands with His Mother. Give me, O prince, this naked man on the Cross
that I may cover Him that covered my nature’s nakedness. Give me Him that is
both a dead man and God that I may shroud Him that has hidden mine iniquities.
Give me, O prince, this dead man Who buried my sin in Jordan. I entreat thee for a
dead man Who suffered injustice from all. Who by a friend was sold. Who by a
disciple was betrayed. Who by brethren was persecuted. Who by a slave was
smitten. For a dead man I intercede. Who was condemned by them that He freed
from slavery. Who by them was given vinegar to drink. Who by them that He
healed was wounded. Who by His own disciples was forsaken. Who of His own
Mother was bereaved.For a dead man, O prince, I beseech, that homeless One Who
was suspended on the Cross, for He has no father near Him upon the earth, no
friend, no disciple, no kindred, no burier. Nay, He is alone, the Only-begotten of
the Unique, God in the world, and none else save He.’

When these things Joseph spake to Pilate on this wise, Pilate commanded that the
all-holy body of Jesus be given him. And he went to the place called Golgotha and
took God in the flesh down from the Cross and laid Him on the earth, naked God
in the flesh, Him that was not merely a man. Lo, He is beheld lying low, Who drew
all men on high. And He for a brief time is bereft of breath, Who is the Life and
Breath of all. He is seen bereft of eyes, Who created the many-eyed beings. He lies
prostrate, Who is the resurrection of all. And God is slain in the flesh, Who raised
up the dead. The thunder of God the Word is now silent for an instant and He is



borne in the arms of men, Who holds the earth in His hand. Dost thou really, O
Joseph, know Whom thou was given when thou didst ask and receive? Dost thou
truly know Whom thou didst carry when thou earnest to the Cross and didst bring
down Jesus? If in truth thou knowest Whom thou didst carry, thou art now verily
become rich. And how is it that thou givest burial to this most awesome body of
God? Praiseworthy is thine ardour, but even more praiseworthy the disposition of
thy soul. For dost thou not tremble, bearing in thine arms Him before Whom the
Cherubim tremble? With what fear dost thou strip that Divine flesh of the loin
cloth? And how dost thou reverently restrain thine eye? Art thou not fearful when
gazing upon and shrouding the nature of God’s flesh, He that surpasses nature?
Tell me, O Joseph, dost thou really bury towards the East a dead man that is the
Dayspring of the East? And with thy fingers dost thou close the eyes of Jesus as
befits the dead, nay, of Him that with His immaculate finger opened the eyes of the
blind? And dost thou bind the mouth of Him that opened the mouth of the
stammerer? Dost thou lay out with thy hands Him that extended the withered
hands? Or dost thou bind the feet, as befits the dead, of Him that made motionless
feet to walk? Dost thou place upon a bed Him that commanded the paralytic, ‘Take
up thy bed and walk’? Dost thou empty out myrrh upon the celestial Myrrh Who
emptied Himself and sanctified the world? Dost thou dare to wipe that Divine side
of Jesus bleeding still, the side of God Who healed the woman of an issue of
blood? Dost thou wash with water God’s body which cleanses all and bestows
purification? But what lamps dost thou light for the ‘true Light which enlighteneth
every man’? What funeral odes dost thou chant for Him that is hymned
unceasingly by all the Heavenly hosts? And dost thou weep as though He were
dead that wept and raised up Lazarus, the four days dead? And dost thou bewail
Him that gave joy to all and banished the sorrow of Eve?

Albeit, I bless thy hands, O Joseph, which ministered and clasped the bleeding
hands and feet of Jesus’ Divine body. I bless thy hands which drew nigh to God’s
bleeding side before Thomas, the believing disbeliever, the acclaimed inquisitive. 1
bless thy mouth filled insatiably and united to the mouth of Jesus, whence it was
filled with the Holy Spirit. I bless thine eyes which thou didst press against the
eyes of Jesus, whence they partook of the true light. I bless thy countenance which
drew nigh to the countenance of God. I bless thy shoulders which bore the Bearer
of all. I bless thy head against which Jesus, the Head of all, reclined. I bless thy
hands wherewith thou didst carry Him that carries all. 1 bless Joseph and
Nicodemus, for they replaced the Cherubim by uplifting and carrying God and, as
God’s ministers, the six-winged Seraphim also, for not with wings but with a
winding sheet they covered and rendered honour to the Lord. Him that the
Seraphim hold in dread, the Same Joseph and Nicodemus carry upon their



shoulders and all the bodiless orders stand in awe. When Joseph and Nicodemus
came, the entire divine populace of angels swiftly gathered. The Cherubim run
before them, the Seraphim hasten with them, the Thrones help them to carry, the
Six-winged cover Him, and the Many-eyed are struck with dread seeing Jesus in
the flesh bereft of vision; the Powers aid in shrouding, the Principalities offer
hymns, the orders of Angels tremble, and all the hosts of the celestial ranks are
stupified. And marveling they question and say one to another, ‘What fearsome
thing is this? What this dread? What this trembling? What manner of deed? What
1s this great, strange and incomprehensible spectacle? He that as naked God on
high we cannot see, the Same on earth is easily seen naked by men!’

Him before Whom the Cherubim stand with reverent fear, Joseph and Nicodemus
bury fearlessly and looking upon Thee dead, stripped, and without burial, in his
grief and tender compassion he (Joseph) lamented, saying : ‘Woe is me, my
sweetest Jesus! When but a little while ago the sun saw Thee hanging on the Cross,
it wrapped itself in darkness: the earth quaked with fear and the veil of the temple
was rent in twain. And now I see Thee for my sake submitting of Thine own will to
death. How shall I bury Thee, my God? How shall I wrap Thee in a winding sheet?
How shall I touch Thy most pure Body with my hands? What song at Thy
departure shall I sing to Thee, O compassionate Saviour? I magnify Thy sufferings;
I sing the praises of Thy burial and Thy Resurrection, crying: O Lord, glory to
Thee.’

And so chanting sacred hymns, Saint Joseph buried the holy Body of our Saviour.
Because of the Passover there was no time to prepare a tomb for our Lord, so Saint
Joseph placed our Lord’s body in his own new tomb, which he had hewn out in the
rock. (Mt.27:60). The Jews, enraged by Saint Joseph’s action, threw him into a
deep pit and left him to die. Through the Grace of God, he was taken up from this
place and brought to Arimathea.

After the Resurrection, our Lord appeared to him and revealed to him the mystery
of His Resurrection. It was after Christ’s ascension that Saint Joseph gave up all
fear and boldly confessed his faith in our Lord. Even though his former friends and
loved ones opposed him, he could not bear to keep silent and openly preached the
mystery of the Resurrection. Finally, he was driven from his home, but he was not
grieved. Instead, he took this as a sign that he should travel and enlighten those
who had never heard the Holy Faith. The Holy Apostle Philip sent him with twelve
followers to the Isles of Briton.

The history of the enlightenment of Britain was well known in the early Church.
Tertullian (AD 155-222) wrote that Britain had already received and accepted the
Gospel in his life time:



All the limits of the Spains, and the diverse nations of the Gauls, and the
haunts of the Britons—inaccessible to the Romans, but subjugated to
Christ.

Hippolytus (AD 170-236), considered to have been one of the most learned
Christian historians, identifies the seventy whom Jesus sent in the Gospel of Saint
Luke, and includes Saint Aristobulus listed in Romans 16:10 with Saint Joseph and
states that he ended up becoming a Shepherd in Britain.

Eusebius, (AD 260-340) Bishop of Caesarea and father of ecclesiastical history
wrote:

The Apostles passed beyond the ocean to the isles called the Britannic
Isles.

Saint Hilary of Poitiers (AD 300-376) also wrote that the Apostles had built
churches and that the Gospel had passed into Britain. The same is said by Saint
John Chrysostom (AD 347-407):

The British Isles which are beyond the sea, and which lie in the ocean,
have received virtue of the Word. Churches are there found and altars
erected ... Though thou shouldst go to the ocean, to the British Isles,
there though shouldst hear all men everywhere discoursing matters out
of the scriptures, with another voice indeed, but not another faith, with a
different tongue, but the same judgment.

Traveling across the perilous marshes of Somerset, the thirteen holy companions
crossed the water to Glastonbury, coming at last to a hill which tradition still shows
today, called Weary-All. As was the custom, the saint carried a pastoral staff of dry
hawthorn. When he stopped to rest, he stuck the staff into the ground where it
blossomed as a sign of God’s favour. The miraculous staff soon grew into a great
tree, which continues to blossom to this day during Holy Nativity. In fact, official
records show that after England adopted the Gregorian Calendar the Glastonbury
Thorn continued to blossom on the Church Calendar date for Nativity.

Here at Weary-All Hill the saint’s party was met by a local chieftain, Arviragus,
who, being impressed by the piety, gentleness, and meekness of Saint Joseph,
donated twelve ‘hides’ of land to the group (approximately 160 acres). Here, on the
Twelve Hides of Glastonbury, our holy patron sank the firm roots of Orthodox
Christianity, building a church which he dedicated to the Most Holy Theotokos. St
Joseph and his companions enlightened many of the Tritons and baptized large
numbers of them into the Holy Church. It was here that Saint Joseph of Arimathea,
gave up his soul into the hands of our Saviour. Much later in 183 A.D. another
group of missionaries came to the holy site where Saint Joseph had reposed, and



there occurred many miraculous deeds and mysteries of healings. Christians lived
at this site as hermits until the fifth century when our holy father among the saints,
Patrick of Ireland, visited Glastonbury and formed a monastery on the site. Shortly
after this St David of Wales also visited this venerable place and began the
building of a larger Church on the site. Glastonbury became a great place of
pilgrimage for the Orthodox people of Britain. Many other saints came and dwelt
on the lands where the Holy Apostolic Faith was first preached to the natives of
Britain, the lands of Glastonbury, sanctified by Saint Joseph.

Glory to God for all things. (from stjoseph.ws)
Today’s Epistle Lesson — The Acts of the Apostles 6:1-7 EOB

In those days, when the number of the disciples was multiplying, a complaint arose
from the Hellenists against the Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in
the daily service [of food distribution]. The Twelve summoned the multitude of
the disciples and said, “It is not appropriate for us to abandon the word of God in
order to serve tables. Therefore, select from among you, brethren, seven men of
good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will appoint them over
this necessary task and devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

These words pleased the whole multitude, and they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and
Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch. They presented these men to the apostles who
prayed and laid their hands on them. Thus, the word of God spread and the
number of disciples greatly multiplied in Jerusalem, and a large number of
{Levitical} priests became obedient to the faith.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint Mark 15:43-16:8

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea (a prominent council member who was also
looking for the Kingdom of God), came forward. He boldly went in to Pilate and
asked for Jesus’ body. Pilate wondered if Jesus was already dead. Calling the
centurion, he asked him whether Jesus had been dead for a long time. Having been
assured of this by the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph. Accordingly,
Joseph bought fine linen, took Jesus down and wrapped him in the linen cloth.
Having placed him in a tomb which had been cut out of a rock, he rolled a stone
against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Joses, saw
where Jesus had been laid.

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and
Salome, bought spices in order to come and anoint him. Very early on the first day
of the week, they arrived at the tomb when the sun had risen. They were saying
among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for



us?” But when they looked up, they saw that the stone was [already] rolled back,
although it was extremely large.

Entering into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a
white robe, and they were amazed. He said to them, “Do not be amazed! You
seek Jesus, the Nazarene, who has been crucified. He has risen! He is not here!
Behold, the place where they laid him! But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He
goes before you into Galilee. There you will see him, as he told you.”” They went
out and fled from the tomb, for trembling and astonishment had come upon them.
They said nothing to anyone because they were afraid.

A Word From the Holy Fathers

Luke 23:55 - "And women also followed, who had come with Him from Galilee."
Wise women followed our common Savior Christ, gathering whatever was both
useful and necessary for faith in Him. And when He gave His flesh as a ransom for
the life of us all, they wisely betook themselves to tend His body: for they
supposed that the corpse would continue in the grave.

Luke 24:4 - "It came to pass, as they were perplexed at this." The women came to
the sepulchre, and when they could not find the body of Christ — for He had risen —
they were much perplexed. And what followed? For their love's sake towards
Christ, and their earnest zeal thereunto, they were counted worthy of seeing holy
angels, who even told them the joyful tidings, and became the heralds of the
resurrection, saying, "Why do you seek the living among the dead? He is not here,
but is risen." For the Word of God ever lives, and is by His own nature Life: but
when He humbled Himself to emptying, and submitted to be made like to us, He
tasted death. But this proved to be the death of death: for He arose from the dead,
to be the way whereby not Himself so much but we rather return to incorruption.
And let no one seek Him Who ever lives among the dead; for He is not here, with
mortality, that is, and in the tomb. But where rather is He? In heaven plainly, and
in godlike glory. And more firmly to settle the faith of the women in these things,
they recall to their minds what Christ had said, that "He must necessarily be given
up into the hands of sinners, and suffer, and the third day rise again."

Angels too brought the joyful tidings of the nativity to the shepherds in Bethlehem,
and now they tell His resurrection: and heaven yields its service to proclaim Him,

and the hosts of the spirits which are above attend the Son as God, even when He
had become flesh.

Luke 24:9 - "And they returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things to the
eleven and to all the rest." The women having been taught the mystery by the
voice of angels, run to tell these things to the disciples. For it was fitting that this
grace, though so splendid, should be granted to women. For she who of old was the



minister of death is now freed from her guilt by ministering to the voice of the holy
angels, and by being the first both to learn and tell the venerable mystery of the
resurrection. The female sex therefore gained both acquittal from their reproach
and the reversal of their curse. For He Who of old had said to them, "In pains shall
you bear children," gave them deliverance from their misfortune, by having met
them in the garden, as another Evangelist mentions, and said, "Rejoice." To the
holy apostles however the account of the resurrection seemed absolutely but an
idle tale, and falsehood; for even they did not know the inspired Scripture, and so
they were incredulous, and mocked at the news and rejected it.

How did the disciples in John's Gospel, having heard Mary, and having run to the
sepulchre, believe? For to this also the Scripture bears witness in their behalf,
saying, "When therefore they entered, the other disciple who came first to the
sepulchre both saw and believed." But in Luke it is said, "And they returned from
the sepulchre, and told all these things to the eleven and to all the rest," — it was
Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the wife of James, and the rest with them,
who told these things to the apostles, — "and they disbelieved them."

— St. Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of Luke

The Social Role of the Seven Deacons of the Early Church
By Lambros Skontzos

The Sunday of the Myrrhbearers is dedicated, in addition to the Holy

Myrrhbearers, who took care of the divine body of our Lord and his burial, to the

Seven Deacons of the Early Church.

According to the Book of Acts of the Apostles, the young Church of Jerusalem
grew by leaps and bounds. A multitude of people, both Jews and Hellenists, that is,
Jews who had adopted the Greek language and the Greek way of life, or former
Gentiles who had converted to Judaism, believed in the preaching of the apostles,
were baptized and joined the Church. Within the Church their lives changed,
because they were part of the Christian brotherhood, where all members
considered each other brothers in Christ, adopted by God in Christ (Gal. 4:7). The
Church was not another religion different from Judaism or pagan nationalism, but
something incomparably superior to the concept of religion. The Church is the
"new creation" (2 Cor. 5:17), the new world of God, His kingdom on earth, which
came to replace the old fallen world aged by sin and corruption.

Thus in the ancient Church the activities of its members were not limited to
worship, but extended to all aspects of their lives. The sacred text states:

"Now the multitude of those who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither
did anyone say that any of the things he possessed was his own, but they had all



things in common. And with great power the apostles gave witness to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them all. Nor was there
anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands or houses
sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, and laid them at
the apostles' feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need" (Acts 4:32-35).

The desired common ownership of goods was implemented for the first time. A
visible sign of the brotherhood of the members of the Church were the famous
"love feasts," that is, the daily common dinners, where they ate as brothers, without
distinction.

Some Christians, who came from the sect of the Pharisees, who continued to abhor
the Gentiles as unclean, as the Jews considered them, made some distinctions in
their "love feasts" towards those Christians who came from the Gentiles, especially
towards widows and orphans. This was certainly considered unacceptable, because
all of them, through Holy Baptism, had put off the old man, along with its actions,
desires and origins, and had put on Christ (Gal. 3:27). No distinction was allowed
within the Eucharistic assembly of the Church. That is why the apostles intervened
and restored this disorder with their personal work.

The apostles' occupation of maintaining order, distributing food without
discrimination and enforcing equality among members distracted them from their
main work - the preaching of the gospel. Therefore:

"The twelve summoned the multitude of the disciples and said, 'It is not desirable
that we should leave the word of God and serve tables. Therefore, brethren, seek
out from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and
wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we will give ourselves
continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.' And the saying pleased the
whole multitude. And they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a proselyte from
Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid
hands on them" (Acts 6:2-7).

The election, and the manner of election of the Seven Deacons, is of great
importance for our Church. The institution of deacons comes to implement Christ's
command for the mutual service of people: "Whoever wants to become great
among you must be your servant [dibkovoc], and whoever wants to be first must be
the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served [oiakovnOnvar], but
to serve [dtakovnoati], and to give his life as a ransom for many" (Mark 10:43-45).
Just as Christ came to serve man, so too those who want to be His genuine
disciples must serve one another. Any service to a person in need is as if it were



done to Christ Himself, "Truly I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these My brothers, you did it to Me" (Matthew 25:39).

But the manner of election is also important. The apostles did not appoint them,
but they recommended to the faithful to elect those they want to serve them,
without any distinction of aristocrats or commoners, rich or poor, men or women.
Here is the universal democracy of our Church, which was applied two thousand
years before it was applied to politics!

The Seven Deacons clearly had a social role in the ancient Church. At the same
time, the institution of deaconesses was also established, with the highest social
responsibilities. But over time, the institution of deacons faded away, when the
"love feasts" stopped. The institution of deaconesses disappeared completely and
the institution of male deacons was limited to the ministry of worship and
constituted the first degree of the priesthood. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Venerable Mother Justa
In the manner of the full light of the moon, the memory of Justa's works shined
through the cloud covering.

Venerable Just met her end in peace. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today

[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]
Hieromartyr Basil, bishop of Amasea, with Virgin-martyr Glaphyra of Nicomedia (322).
St. Stephen, bishop of Perm (1396).
New Hieromartyrs John priets and his childrens Martyrs Nicholas and Peter (1918).
Venerable loannicius of Devich (Serbia) (1430).
Venerable Justa
St. Nestor the Silent (Greek).
Venerables Andrew and Anatole, disciples of St. Euthymius the Great (5th c.) (Greek).
St. Leo, bishop of Samos (before 7" ¢.)
6.000 Martyrs of Saint David Gareji Monastery (Georgia)(1616)
St. Richarius, abbot in Picardy (645).
St. Calantius of Tamaseos on Cyprus (8th c.).
St. Kalandion, Patriarch of Antioch, with Ven. Agapios and Barlaam (c. 500)
St. George of Cyprus (1091).
St. Clarentius, bishop of Vienna (Austria)(7" c.)
Ven. Exuerantia of Troyes (c. 380)
St. Lucidius, bishop of Verona (Italy)(4™ c.)
Hieromartyr Marcellinus, pope of Rome (304)
Hieromartyr Peter, (first) bishop of Braga (Portugal)(unk)
Martyr-hermit Trudpert of Muenstertal (Germany)(c. 644)


https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/04/saint-kalandion-and-his-unique-church.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/04/26/500-6000-martyrs-of-saint-david-gareji-monastery-georgia
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/04/saint-leo-bishop-of-samos.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/04/venerable-nestor.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/04/venerable-justa.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/04/26/101210-saint-joannicius-of-devich-serbia
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/04/saint-stephen-bishop-of-perm-1396.html
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=59884&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/04/holy-hieromartyr-basil-bishop-of-amasea.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/26-april/

Commemorated the Third Sunday of Pascha
Holy Myrrh-Bearing Women: Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna, and Mary the

wife of Cleopas; also Nicodemos

Translation of the Relics of the Holy Revealed Ones Gregory, Theodore & Leon (2009)
Saint Tamar, Queen of Georgia

Ven. Akakios the New of Kavsokalyva (1730)

New Hieromartyr Ananias Lampardes, Metropolitan of Lacedaemon (1764)

Venerable Brothers Theocharis and Apostolos of Arta

Pray for our priests and seminarians!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
1s taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!

Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
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Peter Sodini. Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo. Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our
salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them
priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios & la, Mother
Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering people of Ukraine
& the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of
changes.)
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