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"Neither has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be

made manifest in him." (Jn. 9:3) Jesus Christ, passing through the city of

Jerusalem, saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked Him: "Rabbi! Who

sinned, he or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus Christ answered: "Neither

has this man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made

manifest in him."

Christian listeners! And nowadays there are many people who are in poverty,
apparently without any guilt, and when we see these unfortunate people, we often
ask: why are they, the poor, suffering? The answer to this question is the same as
that which Jesus Christ gave to the apostles: these unfortunate ones suffer so that
the works of God may manifest in them; it is they who suffer in order to get rid of
great suffering; who live in poverty in order to get rid of great troubles. Yes,
listeners, they suffer in body - but they will not suffer in soul; they suffer for some
time - but eternally they will be blissful; they do not see the light of the sun - but
they will see the unapproachable Light; they do not walk on the earth - but will fly
to Heaven; they do not hear the worldly - but they will hear the heavenly; they are
silent among people - but they will converse with the Angels.
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But you will say: is it possible that the good and wise God cannot manifest His
works in any other way? Can't He give people happiness without first subjecting
them to cruel punishments? Can't He save a man without first giving him over to
torment? Yes, indeed listeners! God, with all His goodness, always and does
everything according to the law, in order. A silver vessel, if it is spoiled, covered
with rust, how does it recover? They usually break it, put it in the fire, burn it, and
then make a new vessel out of it, clean and bright. People in their present state are
like a damaged vessel: they are damaged, covered with sinful rust; in order to
correct them, to cleanse them, one must first soften the blows of sorrows and lead
them through the fire of suffering. For this reason, all the saints suffered: the
patriarchs suffered, and the prophets suffered, and the apostles suffered, and all the
righteous suffered; that's why the innocent suffer.

After all, how could it be otherwise? People are all sinners, all criminals before
God; all are born in sins, all have the seeds of transgression. In order to stifle and
suppress these seeds of crimes in a person, it is necessary first to weaken and stop
the action of evil forces in him; in order to atone for sins, one must endure for them
what follows. This is required by the eternal, immutable law. That is why it is
necessary that people be subjected to disasters without visible guilt, and this is how
the goodness of God towards people is visible in the blows of justice. The
temporary calamities to which the innocent are exposed suppress the seeds of
crime in them.

Thus (I repeat what I said before), everyone from birth - blind, deaf, insane, babies
dying in torment, in general, everyone - suffer so that the works of God, works of
salvation manifest in them. But from among such sufferers it is necessary to
exclude those who, in suffering, grumble at Providence; it is equally necessary to
exclude those who suffer for their sins, whose sufferings are the result of their
arbitrary crimes; however, even these sufferers receive much benefit from their
sufferings.

Suffering stops the flow of further crimes, does not allow the fruits of the sinful
tree to ripen, and does not allow the cultivation of criminal outgrowths. Someone,
perhaps, would have become the greatest villain if his hands had not been taken
away; someone else would have gone through the whole world with fire and
sword, if he had walked with his legs or saw with his eyes; the other would have
led people astray into darkness if his reason had not been damaged. Therefore, the
sufferings that people are subjected to for their sins, if they do not completely
deliver them from eternal torment, then at least greatly reduce their burden. Thus,
there is not a single sufferer in the world who would suffer innocently, in vain; but
there is not a single calamity that is not beneficial. In the world, whatever happens



from God, everything is for the best. This best comes true sometimes on earth, but
most of it is there in Heaven.

So, listeners, if some sorrow befalls us and our neighbors, then instead of vain
murmuring let us surrender ourselves to the will of God, remembering that no one
here suffers without guilt and without benefit. Amen. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson — The Acts of the Apostles 16:16-34 EOB
As we were going to prayer, it happened that we encountered a certain girl who
had a spirit of divination and who produced much profit to her masters by fortune
telling. As she followed Paul and us, she cried out, “These men are servants of the
Most High God, who proclaim to us a way of salvation!” And she did this for
many days. But Paul, becoming greatly annoyed, turned back and said to the
spirit, “In the Name of Jesus Christ, I order you to come out of her!” And the spirit
came out that very moment. When her masters saw that the hope of their gain was
gone, they seized Paul and Silas, and dragged them into the marketplace to face the
authorities. Having brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These Jewish men
are causing unrest in our city! They teach customs which it is not lawful for us
Romans to accept or observe!” When the crowd also rose up against them, the
magistrates had them stripped and flogged. After giving them a severe flogging,
the magistrates had them thrown into prison, ordering the jailer to keep them
securely. Having received such a command, he threw them in the inner cell and
fastened their feet in the stocks. But when it was about midnight, Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them.
Suddenly, there was a great earthquake, so violent that the foundations of the
prison were shaken. At once, all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds
were loosened. The jailer, awaken from sleep and seeing the prison doors open,
began to draw his sword and he was about to kill himself, supposing that the
prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself,
for we are all here!” Having asked for lights, the jailer rushed in and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. He brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must
I do to be saved?” They answered, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will
be saved, you and your household!” Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all those who were in his household. Late as it was, the jailer washed their
wounds and was immediately baptized, he and his entire household. He took them
into his house and set food before them. He was filled with joy for believing in
God, along with his entire household.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint John 9:1-38 EOB

At that time, as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who has sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born



blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither did this man sin, nor his parents; but [it was] in
order that the works of God might be revealed in him. I must do the works of the
one who sent me while it is day. The night is coming, when no one can work.
While I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he
spat on the ground, made mud with the saliva and anointed the blind man’s eyes
with the mud. He then said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means “Sent”). And so, the man went away, washed, and came back seeing. At
this, the neighbors and those who saw that he had been blind before said, “Is this
not the man who sat and begged?” Others were saying, “It i1s he!” Still others
were saying, “He looks like him.” The man said, “I am he!” Therefore, the people
asked him, “How were your eyes opened?” He answered, “A man called Jesus
made mud, anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam, and
wash.” And so, | went away and washed, and I received sight.” Then they asked
him, “Where is he?” The man replied, “I do not know.” They brought the man
who had been blind to the Pharisees. It was a Sabbath when Jesus made the mud
and opened his eyes. Again, the Pharisees also asked the man how he had received
his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes, I washed, and I see!” At this,
some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God because he does not keep
the Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such signs?” There
was division among them. Therefore, they asked the blind man again, “What do
you say about him, since he opened your eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet!” The
Jews did not believe [the report] about this man, that he had been blind and had
received his sight until they called the parents of this man who had received his
sight. They asked the parents, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How
then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind. But how he now sees, we do not know; or who opened his
eyes, we do not know. He is of age. Ask him! He will speak for himself.” His
parents said this because they feared the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that
if anyone would confess Jesus as Christ, this person would be expelled from the
synagogue. Therefore, his parents said, “He is of age. Ask him!” And so, they
called the man who had been blind a second time, and they told him, “Give glory
to God! We know that this man is a sinner!” At this, the man answered, “I do not
know if he is a sinner. One thing I do know: that though I was blind, now I see!”
Again, they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He
answered them, “I told you already, and you did not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? You do not also want to become his disciples, do you?” Then they
insulted him and said, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We
know that God has spoken to Moses; but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from.” The man answered them, “How amazing! You do not know where
he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not listen to



sinners; God will listen to anyone who is God-fearing and who does his will.
Since the world began, it has never been heard of that anyone opened the eyes of
someone born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They
answered him, “You were born completely in sins, and do you teach us?” And
they threw him out. Jesus heard that they had thrown out the man born blind, he
found him and said, “Do you believe in the Son of God?” The man answered,
“Who is he, Sir, that [ may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen
him, and it is he who is speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Sir, I believe!”
and he expressed adoration to Jesus.

A Word From the Holy Fathers

It 1s said to us, “Praise the Lord.” Let us not thus pass over the praise of the Lord.
It 1s spoken, and hath passed: it is done, and we are silent: we have praised, and
then rested; we have sung, and then rested. We go forth to some business which a-
waits us, and when other employments have found us, shall the praise of God cease
in us? Not so: your tongue praises only for a while, but let your life always praise.

A psalm is not a song like any other; it is sung to the accompaniment of a psaltery.
Anyone who sings psalms does not therefore use the voice alone; he takes up the
instrument known as the psaltery and, with the aid of his hands, harmonizes it with
his voice. What about you? Do you want to sing and play psalms, which are praises
to God? Then not only must your voice sing God’s praises, but your actions must
keep in tune with your voice.” To please the ear, sing with your voice; but do not
let your heart be silent, or your life be still. You devise no fraud in your heart: you
sing a Psalm to God. When you eat and drink, sing a Psalm: not by intermingling
sweet sounds suited to the ear, but by eating and drinking moderately, frugally,
temperately: for thus says the Apostle, “whether you eat or drink, or whatever you
do, do all to the glory of God.

— St. Augustine of Hippo, Exposition on Psalm 146 (LXX)

Bring Out Your Dead

Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick: It might sound weird, but I love our funerals.
They’re very, very powerful experiences, and I’ve known people that their first
experience with with the Orthodox Church was an Orthodox funeral, and seeing
that they're like, “Whoa, these people take death and the resurrection really
seriously. I need to check this out. I need to see what’s going on here.” ..We
haven’t gone over the actual text of the funeral service, but it’s so explicit - it talks
about death, and it even talks about worms eating the body and this kind of thing,
so it really faces death head on; there’s no “celebration of life” kind of thing going
on there. No, no, no, it’s about death....



Do you have to be embalmed? The answer, very briefly, is, no, it is not required to
be embalmed. The only reason why embalming takes place is because there’s often
a span of days between death and the funeral these days; but even then, most
undertakers have refrigerators so it’s not really necessary - and embalming,
frankly, costs a bunch of money. It’s one of the reasons that people think that that
burial is so much more expensive than cremation. That’s not actually always true.
Embalming is not required. I mean different states have different requirements
about all this kind of stuff, but I think most of them permit refrigeration if there
needs to be some time between death and the actual funeral....

There are now many orthodox churches in United States. I can’t speak for other
places, but there are many in United States that have a burial ministry. So people
within the church have learned all of this and in most respects almost everything
that could be done by a funeral home can actually be handled by a ministry of the
church, and I have seen this done and wow, is it so much better.... It’s a really
beautiful, wonderful, excellent, powerful, powerful thing to do. There is a book
called A Christian Ending by Elizabeth and Mark Barna that describes how to do
it, and people have used that as a kind of manual to learn how to do this ministry.
If you’re in your church and you find this moving and you feel a desire to do this
kind of ministry, look this up. Have a conversation with your priest about it, see
what could be done. Obviously local laws can sometimes govern what exactly is
permitted to be done without being an actual funeral home; you’re gonna need
somebody to dig the grave, you might need a backhoe for that or whatever, but yes,
there’s so much that can be done. You can save people a bunch of money and
maybe some people in your parish have insurance policies that can cover big
expenses for funerals, but there are also some in your parish who do not have that.
You would be doing a beautiful, beautiful ministry a beautiful blessing to take this
up, so I just I just wanna throw that out there and recommend that to people. I think
it’s a powerful thing to do. I mean, what did people do before they were a funeral
homes? You know it turns out that, actually, this was a thing.

Fr. Stephen De Young: In terms of Orthodox Christian practice, it doesn’t end
with the funeral. We have memorial services, and traditionally those are done on
the third day, on the ninth day, the 40th day, and then yearly - we annually honor
them around the date of the person’s departure. In particular, the 3™, 9" and 40"
day are related to Christian traditions regarding the entrance of the person into life
after death (not life after life after death, which would be the resurrection) of the
soul's connection to the body. Traditionally, Christians have believed that, based
on experience, the soul of the departed person remains connected to the world in a
certain way, remains near in a certain way, during that 40 days. And the third and
ninth days relate to significant points on that journey that the soul is undertaking;



we believe there is purification happening during those 40 days. At those
memorials, probably the most prominent/memorable hymn is “Memory Eternal,”
and this is kind of an interesting inversion of the pagan Greek belief, cultural belief
where it was about the memory of the person being kept alive amongst humans,
whereas we are talking about God remembering the person — that’s what “Memory
Eternal” is about, Christ remembering the person when He comes into His
kingdom — divine memory, which is much more stable and lasting than human
memory. That is also celebrated with koliva, which is a kind of boiled wheat
which is connected to our belief in the resurrection. An important thing is that all
of our funeral and memorial services are all deeply connected to the Resurrection.
The scripture readings, the hymns are very blunt, even about the reality of death,
but also they're always pointing toward the Resurrection.

ASD: Frankly, this whole celebration of life nonsense implies you don’t really
believe in the resurrection: “Let’s not dwell on this.” Well, the truth is, our whole
funeral industry is designed to try to minimize the death and dying and stuff, and
let’s just keep it nice and clean and neat and out of sight, out of mind, and honestly
I think that’s a lot of why people do cremation. It seems neat.

SDY: Well, yeah. Our American version is very distorted. People rarely even see
or contact the person’s body; it's sort of whisked away after they pass away, the
funeral is done, it's put in the ground, and a lot of times it's closed casket the whole
time, that’s it; and that actually doesn’t help people grieve. That enhances the sense
that the person is just gone.

ASD: I can always tell when people think this way because they don’t want to
bring kids to funerals. They’re just kids. Well, yeah, they're kids — this is where
we’re all going to be someday; every single one of us. I've brought my kids to a
bunch of funerals, even people they didn’t know. I shouldn't say I brought them.
My wife is the one who always made a point of bringing them. While I was up
doing the priest thing, she made sure she got the kids to the funerals, and they’re
not these morbid, traumatized people. They understand what death is.

SDY: For most of human history, kids saw the bodies while they were still kids,
not only of their grandparents, if they got to know them at all, but their parents
when you look at life expectancies. They were involved in it. They saw dead
bodies; they saw dead bodies in their villages. In all of human history, every
generation was not traumatized until the current one. As aside, no one needed the
birds and the bees talk because they lived on farms that had animals; that didn't
scar any kid's psyche, they figured out how things work. Certainly you want to
protect children from being victimized, from having crimes committed against
them, but there’s this idea that they need to be protected from reality, like this sort



of fantasy land needs to be created for them to live in for some period of time and
then have that all crushed — you know, Santa Claus does not exist; the tooth fairy
does not exist. They reach a certain age and find out that their parents have been
lying to them about all kinds of things. What do you think that does with handing
on your religious beliefs to your children? How many kids decide that all that
religious stuff was the same, was in the same bucket with all the other things you
told them about the world that weren’t true. I'm a big reality fan.

Look at the continuity throughout human history, and way back in prehistory; as
far as we can go in prehistory is that family in Kenya possibly, supposedly 84,000
years ago — is what they were experiencing when they buried their child that
different from a couple that has to bury a child today? Even the way that’s
reflected in the burial, there is something about the truth which we see in its
fullness revealed in Christianity; there is something about it that, lo and behold, is
essential to human nature, because we were made in the image of Christ. If you
understand that continuity, you will understand much better why the Orthodox
Church forbids cremation, that practices of cremation are a rejection of that part of
our humanity that has its basis in Christ and in the Resurrection. Now those early
Homo sapiens, they didn't know who Jesus of Nazareth was, they didn’t know He
was gonna rise from the dead. Nonetheless, aren’t those practices that they did with
their departed loved ones grounded in a shadowy, vague, maybe even in places
erroneous understanding of Christ's Resurrection?

ASD: Yeah. Why go to all that effort? Obviously some of these practices require
way more effort than others, like building a kurgan or digging out a hole in a
limestone cave — but either way it’s not just, “This person's dead, get rid of that
body.” There’s a bunch of effort that’s put into this. Clearly there are ritual
practices. There’s focus on that person; it’s one of the most deeply human things to
do to bury someone. I think a lot of people do not realize what cremation actually
entails. The human body is put inside a big oven. The bones get ground up,
smashed into pieces. It’s very violent towards the human body. If there’s any
metal, like prosthetic bits or whatever, it gets tossed in a big pile and then recycled
or something like that. Some people have asked, “Well, some saints were burned
alive as part of their martyrdom.” I’m like, “Obviously, the people who did that
should not have done that.” We still venerate them, but burning people alive is
bad. We still venerate those relics, but then to think that that’s the right thing to
do....

I know that a lot of people do it because they’ve been told it’s the cheapest option.
Number one, that is not always true, and Number two, I’m just going to repeat
what I said earlier. I think parishes just need to start these burial ministries. We’ve
accepted that this is something we hire out for way too long. If your parish does



not have a burial ministry, think about starting one. It can be done, and you’d be
surprised how many people would join you when you start having conversations
about it, how important it will be to other people, like “this is the thing that we do
when one of our people dies. There’s a whole book in the Bible that’s based
around the importance of burying people, and that’s Tobit.

SDY: The reason for this is that it was part of Second Temple Jewish tradition that
was received in the church. Caring for the dead is considered one of the greatest
acts of love that you can do for a person, especially because they can’t do anything
for you back. This is why Tobit is such a righteous man, is that he goes and finds
these people who died or been killed whose bodies have just been left, have just
been abandoned, and he goes and he gives them a proper burial. And in the
process, as a Jewish man, he makes himself unclean when he does that. He’s
willing to give that up in order to help this person could do nothing in return.

ASD: This is the context for understanding the point where, when Christ calls
someone to follow Him and he says, “I have to go bury my father,” and He says,
“Let the dead bury their dead.” By no means is Jesus saying, “Don’t bury the
dead.” It’s, “You’re making excuse not to do what you’ve been called to do” —
that’s what that’s about. He’s not upending the whole tradition.

SDY: The proof of this is at the end of every gospel, because who ends up getting
praised at the end of every gospel? Joseph and the myrrh-bearing women, who did
what? Who buried Christ, and we are told repeatedly repeatedly by those gospels
that they didn’t know he was going to rise from the dead. They risked their lives to
bury this person, and how many people, including a bunch of the disciples, said,
“Well we thought he was going to be the Messiah, but I guess not” and went back
to fishing? But they didn’t. They risked their lives to go and bury Christ; that’s
why they’re considered such great saints.

These burial societies aren’t just a nice thing for your church to do to help people
because of our current economic realities with the price of funerals in the United
States or whatever; this is one of the most powerful ministries in terms of the path
of salvation, the path that leads to sainthood. This is one of the most powerful
ministries a layperson can get involved in.

ASD: To summarize, this does something for the people doing it. It’s not only for
the person who is dead. It’s not even only for their family — think about what that
would be like. It comes time to bury your father, your mother, your husband, your
wife, your child, and instead of bringing in a professional, it’s your community that
you pray with that comes together and picks them up and lays them out and clothes
them and prays over them and digs their grave and lowers them into it. Think about
that. Think about how powerful that would be for you. Now think about if you’re



one of the people doing that — you are having direct contact with the body of a
Christian, of a dead Christian, departed Christian, and the reality of what the
resurrection means becomes very tangible for you; very tangible. And not only are
you going to a funeral, but you are connected with it. You know it’s funny a lot of
times people say, “Well, when I come to church, we’re just supposed to stand there
or whatever.” Here’s an opportunity if you want to get your hands involved in
something, here’s an opportunity to do that. The last thing I’ll say about how
powerful this is, as our 21st-century continues on and life becomes more and more
dematerialized, excarnated, virtualized, and people think that words on the screen
are more real than anything else, this provides a haven for the souls that have been
ground down by that reality. It says, “Here is a place where we take you and all of
your 3-Dness very seriously, and this is what we do. It’s good for the departed. It’s
good for their family. it’s good for those engaged in the ministry, and it is an
evangelistic act. If our funerals are so evangelistic all on their own, think of how
powerful it’ll be when someone sees, “This is the way that we’re cared for in this
community. | want that.” This is not a marginal thing. This is very, very powerful
in sO many ways.

SDY: I sort of can’t get past our ancestor, because if it’s even remotely similar to
84,000 years ago — 1if it’s a 10th of that, or even less than a 10th — we’re all
biologically related to these folks, this couple who had to bury their toddler and put
them in a grave with a pillow under their head and a blanket wrapped around them,
and when they did that, when they treated the body of their child that way, they
testified to the fact that love is more powerful than death. I don’t know how they
could’ve intellectually known how that was true, because it was only really
revealed how that was true millennia later, when Christ's love for us brought Him
to the most horrible death humans could devise, and then out the other side in the
Resurrection, but that truth was in a shadowy way real to them nonetheless. I think
we, as Christians, need to take that truth seriously, and that’s reflected in what
Father Andrew*‘s been talking about with a burial ministry, but that’s also reflected
in how we think about the people we’ve known and the people we’ve loved who
have departed this life before us. Everything in our culture is aimed at “we need to
help you to move on, to leave them behind,” but if it’s true that our love for them is
more powerful than death, then not only is there no reason to leave them behind,
but why would you? One of the gifts of being a priest is that I have a sort of very
real way to do this, in that as I’m preparing for liturgy each time on the paten, I can
remember those people before God by name. A subset of those people I get to
celebrate memorial services for, but there are some of those people who I carry
with me all the time. I’m not talking about their memory. I’m talking about them.
In Christ they're still alive. Yes, I know, there’s a bunch of these people who



haven’t been glorified as saints. That’s not what I’'m talking about. I’m not talking
about I’m writing troparia for them and we're going to celebrate a liturgy for my
dad. That's not what I'm talking about. That also doesn't mean he has somehow
ceased to exist or is somehow gone from me in my life, or any of the other people
in that category — and, you know, as I’m getting older there’s more and more
people falling into that category, and that’s just going to continue until I join them.
A lot of that is realized in prayer. Praying for the departed; praying with the
departed; continuing that bond. I hope what people will walk away from this
episode with is that fundamental truth that we see so clearly in Christ — that love is
more powerful than death — and actually put that into action in your life in your
awareness of the fact that the departed in Christ are not separated from us. They
are not gone. We are not moving on from them. They’re continuing to accompany
us through life in a different way, and it’s a different way that in the Christian hope
1s going to lead to reunion. That’s what I have to say about that.

ASD: Amen. (adapted from Lord of Spirits podcast “Bring Out Your Dead”
uploaded January 13, 2026)

Apostles Andronicus and Junia of the Seventy
Having taught countless among the nations Andronikos, inviting the nations to the
light, they came to Christ. * * * Junia was killed in the month of May, being the
first to enter June. * * * On the seventeenth Junia and Andronikos died.

The Holy Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 16:7, "Greet Andronikos and Junia, my
kinsmen, and my fellow prisoners, who are of note among the apostles, who also
were in Christ before me." According to this verse, Andronikos and Junia were
kinsman (or relatives, compatriots) of Paul and fellow prisoners at some time,
particularly well-known among the apostles, and had become followers of Jesus
Christ before Paul's Damascus road conversion. It is generally assumed that Junia
was his wife, but they could have been brother and sister, or father and daughter, or
Junia was his assistant as tradition records, or no close relation to each other,
except to Paul as kinsmen. Since they are mentioned by Paul in his epistles, they
are numbered among the Seventy Apostles.

Saint John Chrysostom says of this verse (Homily 31 on Romans): "This also
looks like an encomium. And what follows is much more so. And what sort is this
of? 'And my fellow prisoners." For this is the greatest honor, the noble
proclamation. And where was Paul a prisoner, that he should call them 'my fellow
prisoners?' A prisoner indeed he had not been, but he had suffered things worse
than prisoners, in being not an alien only to his country and his family, but in
wrestling with famine and continual death, and thousands of other things. For of a
prisoner the only misfortune is this, that he is separated from his relations, and



often has to be a slave instead of being free. But in this case one may mention
temptations thick as snow-flakes, which this blessed person underwent by being
carried and taken about, scourged, fettered, stoned, shipwrecked, with countless
people plotting against him. And captives indeed have no further foe after they are
led away, but they even experience great care from those who have taken them.
But this man was continually in the midst of enemies, and saw spears on every
side, and sharpened swords, and arrays, and battles. Since then it was likely that
these shared many dangers with him, he calls them fellow captives. As in another
passage also, 'Aristarchos my fellow prisoner' (Col. 4:10). Then another praise
besides.

'Who are of note among the Apostles." And indeed to be an apostles at all is a great
thing. But to be even among these of note, just consider what a great encomium
this is! But they were of note owing to their works, to their achievements. Oh!
How great is the devotion (pihocopia) of this woman, that she should be even
counted worthy of the appellation of apostle!

But even here he does not stop, but adds another encomium besides, and says,
'Who were also in Christ before me.' For this too is a very great praise, that they
sprang forth and came before others. But let me draw your attention to the holy
soul, how untainted it is by vanity. For after glory such as his in kind and degree,
he sets others before himself, and does not hide from us the fact of his having come
after them, nor is ashamed of confessing this. And why are you surprised at his not
being ashamed of this, when he shuns not even to parade before men his former
life, calling himself 'a blasphemer, and a persecutor?' (1 Tim. 1:13) Since then he
was not able to set them before others on this score, he looked out himself, who
had come in after others, and from this he did find means of bestowing a praise
upon them by saying, "Who were in Christ before me."

According to the Synaxarion, these Holy Apostles went throughout the world as if
they had wings, and they cut at the root the delusion of idolatry. Andronikos had
been ordained the bishop of Pannonia, but did not remain in one place. Junia was
an assistant of Andronikos in his mission, having cut herself off completely from
worldly things and followed Christ. Both brought many unbelievers to the
knowledge of the true God. Having destroyed many temples of idols, they built
everywhere they went Christian churches. Many who were possessed by unclean
spirits they delivered, and untreatable illnesses they were able to cure. It is believed
that they died as martyrs. In the seventh century their holy relics were discovered
in Eugenios of Constantinople (Feb. 22). Saint Andronikos is also celebrated on
July 30th. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)



Saint Euphrosyne, Great Princess of Moscow
Today the Orthodox Church commemorates the tonsure of Saint Euphrosyné of
Moscow on May 17,1407.

After the death of her husband, Saint Demetrios of the Don (May 19) from the
wounds he received at the Battle of Kulikovo, the Holy Princess Eudokia refrained
from participating directly in the affairs of state; but on her advice, the
wonderworking Icon of the Most Holy Theotokos was transferred from Vladimir to
Moscow (August 26, 1395) because of the invasion of Khan Tamerlane. Soon
afterward, she established a Convent in the palace, dedicating it to the Lord's
Ascension.

Though inclined toward the monastic Life, she did not become a nun at that time,
since her sons were very young, and instead, she acted as regent. She dressed in
royal splendor, attended banquets, and participated in councils. Beneath her
expensive clothing, she wore iron chains, concealing her ascetic labors and acts of
charity from those around her.

Shortly before her death, an Angel appeared to her and informed her that her
earthly life would end very soon. Then she became mute. By signs and gestures
she made it known that she wished to have an icon of the Angel painted. When it
was finished, Eudokia venerated it, and asked for another one to be painted. Only
after the icons of the Archangel Michael were completed did she recognize the
Angel who had appeared to her, and then she regained her voice.

The Saint expressed a wish to be tonsured in order to spend her final days in
seclusion and prayer. At that time she appeared to a blind man in a dream and
promised to heal him.

On May 17, 1407, Princess Eudokia was on her way to the Convent, and the blind
man was sitting by the roadside. Hearing her approach, he shouted: "Holy Great
Princess, feeder of the poor! You always gave us food and clothing, and you never
refused our requests! Do not disregard my petition now, but heal me of my
blindness, as you promised in my dream! You told me, ‘Tomorrow I will give you
sight.' Now the time has come for you to fulfill your promise."

She continued on her way, seeming not to understand his words, but as she passed
by, she brushed him, as if by accident, with the sleeves of her cloak. The man
pressed them to his eyes and regained his sight. According to Tradition, thirty
people were healed of various illnesses on that day.

Princess Eudokia was tonsured with the name Euphrosyn€, which means “joy” or
"gladness" in Greek. Her tonsure took place in the wooden church of the Ascension
at the Convent.



The Saint reposed seven weeks after entering the Convent, departing to the Lord at
the age of fifty-four on July 7, 1407. At her own request, she was buried in the
church which she had started to build in the Kremlin, which was dedicated to the
Ascension of Christ. Her wonderworking relics remained there until 1929.

She had been buried under the floor of the church with a cover over the grave. In
1922, after the Revolution, this cover was stolen by the Soviets, while Saint
Euphrosyné's relics remained in the grave under the floor. In 1929, the government
decided to destroy the Ascension Convent. Thanks to the efforts of museum
workers, her relics were saved along with the remains of other royal personages
interred there. Her relics, however, have yet to be identified and separated from the
others. The remains were interred in the Cathedral of the Archangel.

In 2006, construction of a church dedicated to Saint Euphrosyné began in Moscow.
It is located on the site of Great Prince Demetrios's palace. When it is completed,
there are plans to tranfer her relics to this church. Saint Euphrosyné is also
commemorated on July 7, the day of her blessed repose. (from oca.org)

Also Commemorated Today

[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]
Martyrs Solochon, Pamphamer, and Pamphalon at Chalcedon (298).
St. Stephen, archbishop of Constantinople (893).
Translation of the relics (1551) of Venerable Adrian, abbot of Ondrusov (Valaam)
(1549).
Saint Theophanes the Myrrh-gusher, bishop of Solea in Cyprus (1550)
Ven. Dodo of St. David-Gareji Monastery (Georgia)
Venerables Nectarius (1550) and Theophanes (1544) of Meteora (Greek).
Venerable Athanasius the New, wonderworker of Christianopolis (18th c.)
(Greek).
Great-martyr Nicholas of Sophia (1555).
New Martyr Nicholas Basdanis of Metsovo (1617)
St. Jonah Atamansk, priest of Odessa (1924).
+-St. Madern, hermit of Cornwall (c. 545)
St. Cathan, bishop of Bute (6th C).
St. Mailduf, abbot of Malmesbury (673)
New Hieromartyrs priests Petros and Neitso, with Tosef, Ivan and Ilais and those
with them in Batak (Bulgaria)(1876)
Martyrs Heradius, Paul, Aquilinis, and Companions of Nyon (Switzerland)(c. 303)
Ven. Rasso (Ratho) of Grafrath (Germany)(953)
Virgin-martyr Restituta of Carthage (c. 304)



https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/17-may/
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/17-may/
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/05/new-martyrs-of-batak-sparks-amidst.html
https://celticsaints.org/2026/0517b.html
https://celticsaints.org/2026/0517c.html
https://celticsaints.org/2026/0517a.html
https://www.orthodox.net/russiannm/jonah-atamansky-hieroconfessor-of-odessa.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2010/11/saint-nicolas-basdanis-new-martyr-of.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/05/17/108011-great-martyr-nicholas-of-sofia-bulgaria
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/05/saint-athanasios-new-archbishop-of.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/05/saints-nektarios-and-theophanes.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/05/17/101412-venerable-dodo-of-the-saint-david-gareji-monastery-georgia
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2022/05/saint-theophanes-myrrhgusher-bishop-of.html
https://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2019/08/saint-adrian-of-ondrusov-1549.html
https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2026/05/17/101411-saint-stephen-archbishop-of-constantinople
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/05/synaxarion-of-holy-martyrs-solochon.html
https://drjohnhutchisonhall.com/saints-pre-schism-rome/17-may/

Pray for our priests and seminarians!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
1s taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!

Prayer for vocations

Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini. Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo. Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our
salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them
priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.



Divine Liturgy for the Ascension of Our Lord
St. Thomas will celebrate the Feast of the Ascension with a Vesperal Divine
Liturgy beginning at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, May 20.

Bible study at St. Thomas the Apostle church: Israel and the World.
This is an introduction to what living in Old Testament Israel was like. This series
will be completely online so we can include people who cannot make it to church
during the week. Please watch the Intro video (link below) before the first session.

The first session is Tuesday May 12 from 7:00p until roughly 8:15p. We will
meet every Tuesday until we're done (roughly 9 weeks).

Intro video. Please watch before the start of the class. This will give a detailed
overview of the series and what you can expect from it.

https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

Zoom link. The link for all meetings is the same.
https://Ibc.zoom.us/j/98521631952

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese

In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski, David &
Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik, Weston Perry & family,
Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios & la, Mother
Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering people of Ukraine
& the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of
changes.)



https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952
https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4
https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/

