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of the Ascension 
By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin

"So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven ..."
(Mark 16:19).  You, Christian listeners, after your death, do you want to go to
Heaven,  to  the  Kingdom of  Heaven,  where  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  is  now? Of
course, you say: We want this. What shows that you want this? Whoever wants
something,  thinks  about  it;  but  do  we often  think of  Heaven?  Whoever  wants
something,  talks  about  it;  but  how  often  do  we  talk  about  Heaven?  Whoever
desires something, works for that, labors; but are we working for Heaven, are we
laboring? Whoever desires something, asks God most of all for it; but do we ask
God most of all for the Kingdom of Heaven when we pray? And now, have we
come to the temple of prayer for the Kingdom of Heaven? Ah, listeners, in our life
it is almost impossible to see that we want to be in Heaven.

What do we want? Where will we be after death? In the future life there are only
two divisions, two places: Heaven and Hell, the Kingdom of Heaven and darkness,
and, therefore, whoever does not ascend to Heaven after death will fall into Hell.
Without a doubt, we do not want to be in Hell. May the Lord God deliver everyone
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from the place prepared for the devil and his aggression! So what do we want?
What do we care about,  why do we work, why do we worry? We don't  know
ourselves! Yes! Our life sometimes bears little resemblance to the life of rational
beings,  even  less  resembles  the  life  of  the  followers  of  Christ.  What  kind  of
followers of Christ are we when we do not strive to where He, our Lord, is now?
What kind of rational beings are we when we don't want to ponder, to think about
where we will be after death?

We may think about our salvation, want salvation, but to achieve it, we cannot
without Your help to us, O Lord!  Christ Jesus, who ascended into Heaven, give
me understanding by Your grace, for I do not know what I am doing; and whether I
want or not, save me, direct me on the path to Your Heavenly Kingdom. Amen.
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Homily for the Seventh Sunday of Pascha
by Fr. John Karcher (2020)

In  the  name  of  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  amen.  Christ  has
Ascended!

It feels strange, to look around here in church, and see faces covered by masks.
There’s just a few of us here, maybe around 20 of us? This is much better though,
than how it was a few weeks ago. Even on Pascha! Me and two or three other
people here! How strange that was! But we’re making a little progress! Instead of
three people here, we are at least allowed to have 25! When the Lord walked this
earth, he kept company with 12. Just 12! He of course had more people who were
interested, and followed Him. But many of those later abandoned Him. Our Church
has its beginnings in very difficult times. Nothing, absolutely nothing was easy for
them in those days. Remember the story of the woman at the well? How many of
us have to go to a well to get our water? Remember the story of the Lord’s Entry
into Jerusalem? He road on the foal of a donkey! (I won’t use the other commonly
used term!) How many of us have to get around town on a donkey? Then there’s
the well-known story of Jesus feeding the five thousand, with a few loaves of bread
and some fish. How would we complain today, if we went to all that trouble to go
someplace to hear a speaker,  and all  we were offered for  a meal  was fish and
bread?! Oh, and fresh caught fish, that we had to clean and cook ourselves! Don’t
forget the scrape off those scales!

What kind of service was that? And yet, the Church grew. Why? And how? Well,
of course I’m kidding a little. the food and conditions I mentioned were simply
commonplace back then. That was normal, everyday stuff. We have come so far
from those days, that if we were to find ourselves suddenly transported back there
into that time, we probably would suffer some pretty serious shock! In comparison,

 



we have it pretty easy these days, at least in terms of material possessions and
conveniences. But what about in terms of faith?

The  Church  began  in  such  dire  circumstances,  in  hostile  environments.  If
Christians weren’t being harassed and persecuted by the Jews, they were harassed
and persecuted by the pagan Romans, or whoever else happened to be there. But
the people responded to the message of the Gospel. The people were thirsty for the
message of Jesus Christ, the message of Resurrection, the message of Eternal Life.
And because this message was true, and those who were delivering the message
were authentic,  their  preaching was often accompanied by wonderful  signs and
miracles.  In spite of the challenges and difficulties,  God intervened Remember,
when Jesus Christ left the Apostles side, and arose up to Heaven, He told them,

“I am with you always, until the end of the age”! And so because Christ was really
with them, their words were always confirmed by their works. Tremendous results
came from working for Christ, in total cooperation with Christ. So much so that in
Acts we are told, “Every day, the Lord added to the Church those who were being
saved.” (Acts 2:47). And “Then those who gladly received his word were baptized,
and about three thousand souls were added on that day.” (Acts 2:41). “But many
of those who heard the word believed, and their number came to be about five
thousand.”  (Acts 4:4). 

By the grace of God, in spite of very difficult circumstances, the Church grew by
leaps and bounds. People responded to the simple Gospel message, and the godly
lives of the people who were delivering it.

It was the bold message of the Gospel of Jesus Christ that people were responding
to. Jesus Christ, who died and rose again, the prophesied Son of God, is offering all
forgiveness of sins and eternal life! And the apostles accompanied their teaching
by healing the sick and many other signs and wonders, in the name of Jesus Christ.

As the Church grew and grew, so did various persecutions and problems. Many
believers suffered greatly for the sake of Christ. The Church was seen as a threat to
the pagan Emperor, who after-all, was an earthly deity. This tandem growth, and
persecution went on for centuries! Can you imagine how difficult life must have
been? But the people persevered, and did not lose their faith or give up hope. And
finally in the early 4th century,  a new era dawned for  the Church.  The end of
persecutions came. But other difficulties remained.

As we heard in today’s epistle reading this exhortation from the Apostle Peter:
“Therefore, keep watch over yourselves and over the flock among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers! Be shepherds of the Church of the Lord and of God,
which  he  has  purchased  with  his  own  blood.  For  I  know  this,  that  after  my
departure, vicious wolves will enter in among you and they will not spare the flock.

 



From among your own group, men will arise who will speak perverse things in or-
der to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore, keep watch!” (Acts 20:28–31).

Peter is rightly concerned about the teaching of the faith, that its contents remain
pure. Later on, as we remember on this day there would be the need for councils,
with many members of the Church working together with the Holy Spirit.  The
council we remember today, was held so closely to the time of the persecutions,
that many of the clerics, bishops and priests who came to the council still bore the
marks of torture on their bodies. As you know, also, there were a few eminent
members of the Council, including our own St. Nicholas of Myra. Also there was
St. Spyridon of Tremythous, and Athanasios the Great.

Together with the rest  of  the 318 Fathers  of  the 1st  Ecumenical  Council,  they
confronted the very damaging doctrine taught by Arius. The teaching of Arius was
basically that Jesus Christ was a created being. He taught this because he assumed
that if Jesus was uncreated, that would make Him God, then there would be two
Gods, but God is one! But the council defended and articulated the teaching and
belief of the Church, that Jesus is the 2nd person of the Holy Trinity, uncreated,
eternally with God, equal to God. Just as it talks about Christ in the beginning of
the Gospel of John:  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was {what} God {was}. This one was in the beginning with God. All
things came into being through him, and without him, nothing came into being that
has come into being.” (Jn 1:1–3)

If Christ is not Divine, and uncreated, then our faith is in vain. A created being
could not save us, only God Himself. Jesus Christ, as He said of Himself, is one
with God the Father, He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. And apart from Him,
there is no way to the Father.

Just as the Holy Spirit worked through the Apostles in the book of Acts, so did He
work through the Fathers at the 1st Ecumenical Synod to express and clarify the
teachings and understanding of the Church about Jesus Christ. And we can see
through this account, that even in the most difficult circumstances, the Lord can
work  in  those  who  want  to  listen  to  Him.  The  Lord  can  even  use  difficult
circumstances to strengthen and increase the Church!

Let us too, take heart in the example given to us of the early Church, that through
all the difficulties we go through today, they are really not that bad. And also, God
can use all these situations that we believe are bad and negative, and turn them into
blessings and great victories. And remember that Christ wants us to “have my joy
fulfilled in themselves”. Do not let worry overcome you, remember the Risen and
Ascended Lord is ALWAYS close by your side.  In the name of the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, amen. Christ has Ascended! (from stnicholasportland.org)

 



Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36 EOB
In those days, Paul had determined to sail past Ephesus in order not to spend time
in Asia because he was in a hurry: if possible he wanted to be in Jerusalem on the
day of Pentecost.  From Miletus, Paul sent a message to Ephesus and called to
himself  the presbyters  of  the Church.   When they arrived,  he told them, “You
yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you all
the time.  Keep watch over yourselves and over the flock among which the Holy
Spirit has made you overseers!  Be shepherds of the Church of God which he has
purchased with the blood of his own [Son].  For I know that after my departure,
vicious wolves will enter in among you and they will not spare the flock.  From
among your own group, men will arise who will speak perverse things in order to
draw away the disciples after them.  Therefore, keep watch! Remember that for a
period of three years, I did not cease night and day to warn everyone with tears.
Now, brethren, I entrust you to God, and to the word of his grace which is able to
build up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.  I
coveted no one’s silver,  or gold, or clothing.  You yourselves know that these,
[my] hands, served my needs and those who were with me.  In all things, I have
given you an example, that by this kind of hard work you should support the weak
and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, as he himself said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive!’”  After saying these things, Paul knelt down and prayed
with them all. 

Epistle Lesson for Ascension – The Acts of the Apostles 1:1-12 EOB
The first book I wrote, Theophilus, dealt with all that Jesus did and taught from the
beginning, until the day in which he was taken up, after giving instructions through
the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After he suffered, he also
presented himself alive to them by many proofs, appearing to them over a period of
forty days, and speaking about God’s Kingdom. 

Being  assembled  together  with  them,  he  commanded  them,  “Do  not  leave
Jerusalem,  but  wait  for  the  promise  of  the  Father,  which  you  heard  from me.
Indeed, John baptized in water, but not many days from now, you will be baptized
in the Holy Spirit.”   Therefore, when they had come together, they asked him,
“Lord, are you now restoring the kingdom to Israel?”  Jesus told them, “It is not for
you to know the times or seasons which the Father has set by his own authority.
However, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of
the earth.”

After saying these things, as they were watching, Jesus was taken up and a cloud
took him out of their sight.  While they were gazing into the sky as he was going,

 



behold, two men in white clothing stood by them.  They said, “Men of Galilee,
why do you stand gazing into the sky? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into
the sky will come back in the same way as you saw him going into heaven.” 

Then, they returned to Jerusalem from the mountain called Olivet, which is near
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint John 17:1-13 EOB
At that time, Jesus, lifting up his eyes to heaven, said, “Father, the time has come!
Glorify your Son, so that your Son may also glorify you.  Even as you gave him
authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him.  This
is eternal life: that they should know you, the only true God, and him whom you
have sent, Jesus Christ.  I have glorified you on the earth!  I have accomplished the
work which you have given me to do!  Now, Father, glorify me with yourself with
the glory I had with you before the world existed.  I have revealed your Name to
the people whom you have given me out of the world. They were yours, and you
have given them to me; they have kept your word.  Now, they have known that all
things you have given me are from you.  The words you have given me, I have
given to them. They have received them and they have known for certain that I
came forth from you, and they have believed that you sent me.  I pray for them; I
do not pray for the world, but for those whom you have given me, for they are
yours.  All things that are mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in
them.  I am no longer in the world, but these are [still] in the world, and I am
coming to you.  Holy Father, keep them through your Name which you have given
me, so that they may be one, even as we are [one].  While I was with them in the
world, I protected d them in your Name.  Those whom you have given me I have
kept.  None of them is lost, except the son of destruction, so that the Scripture
might be fulfilled.  But now I come to you, and I say these things in the world, so
that they may have my joy made full in themselves. 

Gospel Lesson for Ascension – Saint Luke 24:36-53 EOB
At that time, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be to you!”
But they were startled and frightened, supposing that they had seen a spirit.  He
said to them, “Why are you troubled?  Why do doubts arise in your hearts?  See
my hands and my feet, that it is truly me.  Touch me and see!  A spirit does not
have flesh and bones, as you see that I have.”  When he had said this, he showed
them his hands and his feet.   While they still  did not believe for joy and were
perplexed, he said to them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  They gave him a
piece of a broiled fish and a honeycomb from a beehive.  He took them, and ate in
front of them. 

 



He  said  to  them,  “This  is  what  I  told  you,  while  I  was  still  with  you,  that
everything written in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms, e concerning
me must be fulfilled.”  He then opened their minds, so that they might understand
the Scriptures.  He said to them, “This is what is written, that it was necessary for
the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and
remission of sins should be preached in his Name to all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things!  Behold, I send forth the promise of
my Father on you.  But wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are clothed with
power from on high.” 

He led them out  as  far  as  Bethany,  lifted up his  hands,  and blessed them.   It
happened,  while  he  was  blessing  them,  that  he  withdrew  from them and  was
carried up into heaven.  They expressed adoration to him and returned to Jerusalem
with great joy; and they were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God.
Amen.                

A Word From the Holy Fathers
A Prayer Against Evil and Unclean Thoughts

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, immortal Son and Word of the living God, You do
not  put  to  shame  those  who trust  in  You;  Lover  of  mankind  and  Lord  of  all
consolation and tender mercies, You, as before the ages, abide in Your Goodness
now and to the ages.  Drive away from me, Your servant, the evil thoughts that vex
me.  You know, for You are cognizant of the heart and behold the secrets of my
heart, of what sort they are. Forgive me, O Master, and do not let them become for
me an occasion of sin, but be gracious to me; send forth Your Grace from the holy
Throne of Your Glory upon the soul of me, the hapless one, and overshadow me,
Your servant. Give me understanding, and I shall learn Your commandments and
live, O Physician of souls and bodies, O Lord Who alone are sinless and glorified,
for You are blessed and lauded in all Your Saints, unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Another Prayer, Against the Burning of the Flesh
You,  O  Lord,  search  hearts  and  minds,  and  know  that  I  loathe  impurity  and
passionate thoughts. But the evil persecutor and grievous tyrant forcibly drags me
down to the pit of impurity, inflicting unbearable frenzy upon me, inflaming me
with the fire of evil lust, setting me violently ablaze, and vehemently oppressing
me, and does not relax his grip in any way. I am weak and wretched, engrossed in
self-indulgence and indolence, having lost the vigor of my soul. Look, therefore,
and be aware of my distress,  O my Master,  Who are mighty and strive on my
behalf, and do not disdain me, Your servant, who am sorely agitated at this hour by
the uprising and burning of this, my miserable flesh, and threatened with drowning
amidst  the  waves.  But  send  forth  Your  invincible  help,  rebuke  the  spirit  of

 



uncleanness,  subdue  the  sea  of  the  passions,  quell  the  tempest  of  pernicious
arousal, calm the seething of sensuality, quench the flame of the flesh, dispel the
onslaught  of  rabid  burning,  lull  this  most  irksome  and  ferocious  warfare,  and
deliver  me from the hand of the tyrant.   Drive away from me every unseemly
fantasy and every filthy thought, and implant in my soul steadfast serenity and a
peaceful disposition.  Renew its strength that has grown old, bridle my appetitive
faculty with the belt  of chastity, and array me with spiritual armor,  that I may
remain impregnable to the assaults of voluptuousness; by the intercessions of the
Saints who trampled underfoot the stings of this sin and vanquished the uprisings
of nature. For You are purity itself and rest among the pure, and to You we ascribe
glory, to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto
the ages of ages. Amen.

A Prayer Against Evil and Unclean Thoughts
O Master Lord Jesus Christ,  eternal Word of God, Maker and Governor of the
greatest  and least  natures of the universe,  Only-Begotten Son Who shone forth
timelessly from God the Father, the Same Who came forth incarnate from the Holy
Virgin and are true man, without change or confusion, dwelling among us, as You
know, so as to deliver us, the useless servants whom You had fashioned; Light of
dispassion,  Expeller  of  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  Radiance  of  vigilant  souls,
universal Joy of the Orthodox, Delectation of Angels and blessed souls, Who are
wholly insatiable Beauty, wholly Sweetness, wholly Desire and Longing, abundant
Wealth of noetic succor for those who sincerely cleave to You, Who are by nature
good, compassionate, and merciful: Drive away from me, the beleaguered one, the
base thoughts that vex me, the offspring of my sensual appetite. You know, that
they are involuntary, for You are cognizant of the heart, and behold the secrets of
my heart. Forgive me, O Master, and do not let these thoughts become for me an
occasion of sin, but be gracious to me and send forth Your Grace from the holy
Throne  of  Your  Glory  upon  me  and  let  it  overshadow  the  infirmity  of  Your
unprofitable  servant.  Give  me  understanding,  and  I  shall  learn  Your
commandments and live; heal the chronic wounds of my soul; enlighten the eyes of
my intellect, that I may ever comprehend Your providence towards me. What am I
to say to You, the Foreknower, Who searches the hearts and minds? You know that
my heart thirsts for You like a waterless land; I yearn and thirst for You, the Light
of truth, the Bestower of salvation. Yes, send me the Grace of Your mercy, and it
shall be sufficient for me that it burn as a flame in my heart and consume its thorns
and  thistles,  my  evil  thoughts,  and  bedew and enliven  the  faculty  therein  that
produces  pious  thoughts,  but  which  has  become  useless  and  barren.   O  Lord,
Liberator of the world, deliver my captive mind, snatch it from all these invisible
foes that still hunt after it, and grant that I may pass the remaining time of my life
unceasingly and peacefully in a chaste way of life, in a life well-pleasing to You, in

 



purity  of  heart,  in  serene  patience,  in  constant  meditation  on Your  Divine and
sacred laws, and in unwavering love for felicity in You. For You are the Life of
those who truly live, O Lord, and in You is the eternal and blessed life of those
foreordained  for  salvation.  Yes,  O  exceedingly  good  Master,  hearken  to  my
supplication, and let Your Grace henceforth dwell in me, restraining my intellect as
with a bridle, that it may not, by going astray again, become darkened and be cast
out from Your light; by the intercessions of Your All-Immaculate Mother and of
all Your Saints, for to You are due all glory, honor, and worship, together with
Your unoriginate Father and Your All-Holy Spirit, now and ever, and to the ages
of ages. Amen.

Another Prayer, on the Same Subject
O Lord Jesus Christ my God, in You have I put my hope; save me from all those
who persecute me and deliver me, lest at any time he seize my soul like a lion,
while there is none to deliver or to save. O Lord my God, in You have I put my
hope; protect my soul, O Master Christ,  lest the Devil despoil me and lead me
astray from Your righteousness, and I become like those who go down into the pit.
O my God, save Your servant who hopes in You and does not despair of attaining
Your incorruptible and eternal gifts. And grant me a natural state of mind, that I
may  remember  Your  much-desired  Name,  call  upon  You  when  in  need,  and
patiently endure whatsoever befalls me; grant me a peaceful and sinless day, that I
may also traverse the coming night, O Peace that passes all  understanding. For
blessed are You unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Prayer to the Most Holy Theotokos, Against Shameful Thoughts
OAll-Holy  Lady  Theotokos,  drive  away  from  me,  your  sinful  and  unworthy
servant,  listlessness,  forgetfulness,  ignorance,  negligence,  and all  evil  thoughts,
both shameful and blasphemous; expel them from my miserable and beleaguered
heart, from my defiled soul, and from my darkened mind. Quench the flame of my
passions,  and  have  mercy  on  me  and  help  me,  for  I  am weak  and  distressed.
Deliver me from the evil notions and preoccupations that beset me; and free me
from all wicked deeds, both by night and by day. For most blessed are you and
glorified is your holy name unto the ages of ages.  Amen.

– St. Stephen of the Wondrous Mountain

Venerable Stephen of the Wondrous Mountain
Beforehand Symeon you inhabited the land of Wondrous Mountain; now you dwell
on the all-wondrous mountain in the heavens. * * * On the twenty-fourth, Symeon,

you entered where noetic beings are all around.
The Venerable and Wonderworking Symeon, lived during the reign of Emperor
Justin II (565-574). He was born in Antioch of Syria, whose father was named
John and was from Edessa,  and mother  was named Martha who was raised in

 



Antioch. All that is written of him is wondrous, and higher than the boundaries of
human nature, both those things which took place through him with the help of
God, and those things he himself did. He was conceived through prayer, and before
he was conceived the great Forerunner and Baptist John testified of him regarding
his future virtue, and he foretold the perfection to his mother that her son was to
receive. Having been born, he never breastfed from the left breast of his mother.
By this she considered her child would be eager towards good impulse, and that he
would not participate in the wicked works of the left. When he was six years old,
although not of a mature age, he did not care for childish things, and was not easily
led towards that which is vulgar, therefore this divinely-wise child turned away
from all these earthly things of leisure, and he went to the mountain, where he
immediately  undertook  such  a  harsh  life  and  dwelling,  which  only  by  forcing
himself was he able to acquire after many years a habit towards, this even by aged
men. Thus through such eagerness and life,  he beheld many divine and angelic
appearances and visions, which taught him all that he was to do, namely to always
honor that which is good and virtuous, and to flee and hate wickedness and sin.

Although the renowned Symeon was in a body, he exceeded the nature of the body
and its unique features,  for  he did not  eat  human food,  but  incorruptible food,
which  was  brought  to  him from heaven  until  he  was  released  by  death.  Such
things, as well as his miracles which are boundless in number, are recounted in his
complete biography. What alone is worth highlighting here, is that when the Saint
was a young child, he fled the world. First he entered that monastery which he
entered when he came down from the mountain. He was the first to ascend the
mountain and lived there for six years. Then he ascended a pillar, which he stood
on for eighteen years. Going to the Wondrous Mountain, he lived ten years on a
high place with dry stones. After this he ascended a small pillar, on which he spent
forty-five years, so that all the years of his life were eighty-five. In his seventy-
ninth year, the blessed one shined with superhuman asceticism and endurance, and
thus  reposed  in  the  Lord,  entering  into  angelic  glory  and  brilliance.    (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)

Venerable Mother Blandina the Confessor of Iasi 
Blandina Gobjila was born in the village of Grushevita in Besarabia, in a priestly
family  –  her  father,  Zaharia  Popovici,  was  a  priest.  Since  childhood,  she  was
deeply involved in the Orthodox liturgical life. She studied to become a teacher,
and in 1926 she married engineer Gheorghe Gobjilă, with whom she had a son,
Vladislav.

In 1940, after the occupation of Bessarabia by the Soviet Union, the family was
deported  to  Siberia.  A period of  15  years  of  suffering  followed,  in  which she
endured hunger, hard work and death of her husband. During her detention, she

 



was strengthened in faith by godly nuns and women, continuing to pray and to
keep their hope in God.

After her release, she learned that her son was living in Romania. She reached him
in 1957, but faced the family's opposition to her faith. Being put in the situation of
choosing between family  life  and faith,  she  chose  without  hesitation  to  follow
Christ, leaving the house and arriving in Iasi, where she was hosted by a Christian
family.  Settled in Iasi,  Mother Blandina became a well-known presence at the
Metropolitan Cathedral in Iasi,  where she attended services every day. She was
dedicated to the reading of Akathists, to prayer and supporting those in suffering,
being recognized for her humility and purity of soul.

She was often criticized for her  austere lifestyle,  but  she responded gently and
serenely: “I am not ashamed to wash the feet of Christ the Savior.” During her life
she left notebooks with notes related to the period of detention and her spiritual
life, entrusted for preservation and eventual publication.

Blandina Gobjila passed to eternity on May 24, 1971, in Iasi. Her funeral was an
impressive  event,  attended  by  dozens  of  priests,  monks  and  faithful.  She  was
buried  in  the  “Eternity”  Cemetery  in  Iasi,  where  her  tomb  became  a  place  of
pilgrimage.   She  was  glorified  by  the  Holy  Synod of  the  Romanian  Orthodox
Church on July 1, 2025.  The life of Mother Blandina is often evoked in Orthodox
circles  as  a  living  example  of  faith,  patience  and  confession  in  times  of
persecution.  (from ro.wikipedia.org)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

Venerable Nicetas Stylites, wonderworker of Pereyaslavl-Zalesski (1186).
St. Xenia of Petersburg, fool-for-Christ (Glorification 1988).
Martyrs Meletius Stratelates, Stephen, John, and 1,218 soldiers with women and 
children, including: Serapion the Egyptian, Callinicus the Magician, Theodore, 
Faustus, the women Marciana, Susanna, and Palladia, two children Cyriacus and 
Christian, and twelve tribunes: Faustus, Festus, Marcellus, Theodore, Meletius, 
Sergius, Marcellinus, Felix, Photinus, Theodoriscus, Mercurius, Didymus, who 
suffered in Galatia (218).
St. Gregory, archbishop of Novgorod (1193).
Venerable Kyriakos of Evrychou the Wonderworker
Venerable Vincent of Lerins (ca. 450).
Martyr Afra of Brescia in Lombardy (Italy)(c. 133)
Martyrs Donatian and Rogatian of Nantes in Brittany (France)(299)
St. Patrick, bishop of Bayeux in Normandy (France)(c. 469)
Martyr Robustian of Milan (Italy)(unk)
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http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2017/05/saint-vincent-of-lerins-445.html
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/05/saint-kyriakos-of-evrychou-in-cyprus.html
https://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D0%93%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%B9_(%D0%B0%D1%80%D1%85%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BF%D0%B8%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BF_%D0%9D%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B3%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D1%81%D0%BA%D0%B8%D0%B9)
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=60364&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2018/05/holy-martyr-meletios-general-and-his.html
https://tatmitropolia-ru.translate.goog/mesyceslov/days/?id=60367&_x_tr_sl=auto&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en&_x_tr_pto=wapp
http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2011/05/saint-nikita-stylite-and-wonderworker.html


Martyr Vincent of Porto Romano (Italy)(unk)
Martyrs Zoellus, Servilius, Felix, Silvanus and Diocles (Croatia)(unk)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch.  The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon  Maximus  Cannaverde,  Fr.  Alexander  Hurtsellers, Bradley  Shaffer,
Nicholas  Cizin,  John  Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
is taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini.  Deacon Maximus  Cannaverde, Fr.  Alexander Hurtsellers,  Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo.   Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach.   Keep them from being discouraged.   Hear  their  prayers  for  our
salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them
priests after Your own heart.  For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.
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Bible study at St. Thomas the Apostle church: Israel and the World.
This is an introduction to what living in Old Testament Israel was like. This series
will be completely online so we can include people who cannot make it to church
during the week. Please watch the Intro video (link below) before the first session.

The first session is Tuesday May 12 from 7:00p until roughly 8:15p. We will
meet every Tuesday until we're done (roughly 9 weeks).

Intro video. Please watch before the start of the class. This will give a detailed
overview of the series and what you can expect from it.

https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

Zoom link. The link for all meetings is the same.

https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios & Ia, Mother
Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering people of Ukraine
& the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of
changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese

https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/
https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952
https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

