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By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin
Now, listeners, we will all kneel together in prayer. What are we going to pray for?
We will pray that the Holy Spirit will come upon us.

But do you, listeners, really want this? Do you want the Holy Spirit to illumine
your mind, purify your heart, direct your will to goodness by His inspiration? Do
you wish that from now on you do not think in your own way, but think in the way
that the Holy Spirit will inspire you; not to desire what you like, but to desire what
He will prompt you to; not to do what your passions lead you to, but to do what He
will command you? If you pray so, then your prayer will be fulfilled; the Holy
Spirit will descend on you, will work in your soul. The whole Church will pray for
His outpouring on you; God is ready to listen to each of you - the sooner we do so
He  will  hear  when  we  all  pray  to  Him  together.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  your
unworthiness: the Holy Spirit will renew you. Do not be afraid of your weakness:
the  Holy  Spirit  will  strengthen  you.  Do  not  be  afraid  of  anything,  just  pray
sincerely, with all your soul, that the Holy Spirit would come upon you - and He
will certainly come down.

However,  listeners,  we  dare  not  hope  from  this  descent  of  any  instantaneous
changes, sudden actions; we do not dare to think that suddenly our mind will be
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illumined,  that  our  heart  will  suddenly  be purified,  that  our  will  will  suddenly
strive for good, as the apostles were worthy of. With us, all this is done gradually
and imperceptibly: the Kingdom of God will not come in a perceptible way (Luke
17:20). Imperceptibly and slowly, seeds grow and ripen in the ground; the Holy
Spirit acts on us even more slowly, even more inconspicuously. We cannot clearly
know when exactly He will descend on us, and we cannot definitely say that He is
definitely working in us. The power of the Holy Spirit unites in us with our own
efforts;  He acts in us to the extent that we ourselves try to do something; stop
trying, and He will stop working in you.

We live by the breath of air, but if you do not breathe yourself the air will not be of
value, and we will die. In the same way does the Holy Spirit work in us: He will
certainly illumine our mind, but only when we ourselves strive for the light of
truth. He will certainly cleanse our hearts from the filthiness of sin, but only when
we ourselves will desire and covet purity. He will certainly direct our will to good,
but only when we ourselves will move away from evil. Have you watched how the
rain, watering plants, revives them? This is how the Holy Spirit works in us. The
rain will not revive the plants if there is no plant power in them; the Holy Spirit
will not help us, if we ourselves will not be strengthened.

Therefore, pray, wait for the Holy Spirit with simplicity of heart, and He will come
upon you. Amen.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – The Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11 EOB
When the day of Pentecost came, they were all with one accord [gathered] in the
same place.   Suddenly,  there  came from heaven a  sound like the rushing of  a
mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  the  whole  house  where  they  were  sitting.   Divided
tongues that seemed like fire appeared and one [tongue] rested on each of them.
Then,  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  began  to  speak  in  other
languages, as the Spirit gave them the ability to speak.  At that time {of year},
devout Jews from every nation under heaven were staying in Jerusalem.  When this
sound was heard, a crowd formed and people were bewildered because everyone
heard the disciples speaking in one’s own language.  They were all amazed and
marveled, saying to one another, “Behold, are not all these who speak Galileans?
How is it that we hear everyone [speak] in our own native language?  Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus, Asia,
Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, the parts of Libya around Cyrene, visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians: we hear them speaking in our
languages [concerning] the deeds of power of God!”

 



Today’s Gospel Lesson – Saint John 7:37-52, 8:12
At that time, on the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus stood and spoke loudly,
“If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink!  As the Scripture has said,
rivers of living water will flow from within the one who believes in me!”  But he
said this concerning the Spirit, which those believing in him were to receive.  For
the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.

When they heard these words, some of the people said, “This is truly the prophet!”
Others said, “This is the Christ!”  Still others said, “What?  Does the Christ come
out of Galilee?  Has not the Scripture said that the Christ comes from the seed of
David and from Bethlehem, the village where David was?”  And so, there arose a
division in the crowd because of him.  Some of them would have arrested him, but
no one laid hands on him.

And so, the officers returned to the chief priests and Pharisees who asked them,
“Why did you not bring him?”  The officers answered, “No one has ever spoken
like this man!” At this, the Pharisees replied, “You are not also led astray, are you?
Have any of the rulers believed in him, or the Pharisees?  But this multitude that
does not know the law is accursed.”  Nicodemus (who had come to him by night,
being one of the Pharisees) said to them, “Does our law judge someone without
first hearing from him personally to find out what this person is doing?”  They
answered him, “Are you also from Galilee?  Search, and see that no prophet has
arisen out of Galilee.”  Then again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of
the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in the darkness but will have the
light of life.”                

A Word From the Holy Fathers
“If I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you”  (John 16:7).  After
Christ  had completed his mission on earth, it still remained necessary for us to
become sharers in the divine nature of the Word. We had to give up our own life
and be so transformed that we would begin to live an entirely new kind of life that
would be pleasing to God. This was something we could do only by sharing in the
Holy Spirit.

It was most fitting that the sending of the Spirit and his descent upon us should
take place after the departure of Christ our Savior. As long as Christ was with them
in the flesh, it must have seemed to believers that they possessed every blessing in
him; but when the time came for him to ascend to his heavenly Father, it  was
necessary for him to be united through his Spirit to those who worshiped him, and
to dwell in our hearts through faith. Only by his own presence within us in this way
could he give us confidence to cry out, “Abba, Father,”  make it easy for us to

 



grow in holiness and, through our possession of the all-powerful Spirit, fortify us
invincibly against the wiles of the devil and the assaults of men.

It can easily be shown from examples both in the Old Testament and the New that
the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to dwell; he so transforms them that
they begin to live a completely new kind of life.  Saul was told by the prophet
Samuel:  “The Spirit  of  the Lord will  take possession of  you,  and you shall  be
changed into another man.”  Saint Paul writes: “As we behold the glory of the
Lord with unveiled faces, that glory, which comes from the Lord who is the Spirit,
transforms us all into his own likeness, from one degree of glory to another.”

Does this not show that the Spirit changes those in whom he comes to dwell and
alters the whole pattern of their lives? With the Spirit within them it is quite natural
for people who had been absorbed by the things of this world to become entirely
other-worldly in outlook, and for cowards to become men of great courage. There
can be no doubt that  this  is  what happened to the disciples.  The strength they
received from the Spirit enabled them to hold firmly to the love of Christ, facing
the violence of their persecutors unafraid. Very true, then, was our Savior’s saying
that it was to their advantage for him to return to heaven: his return was the time
appointed for the descent of the Holy Spirit.

– St. Cyril of Alexandria, Commentary on the Gospel of John

New Hieromartyr Philosophus & Sons of Kronstadt
The Holy Hieromartyr Archpriest Philosophus (Ornatsky) was born in the village
of Erga in the province of Novgorod. His father was a priest. In 1885 Philosophus
completed the theologial academy of St. Petersburg and married a woman named
Helen. After being ordained a presbyter he worked pastorally in developing a huge
philanthropic and missionary ministry.

He became spiritually  associated with with Patriarch Tikhon and during World
War I he stood by the soldiers and their families. His son Nicholas served in a
higher office in the 9th Russian Battalion and his son Boris was appointed chief of
the 23rd Artillery Brigade and fought heroically in the Austro-Hungarian front.

One  of  his  brothers,  Fr.  John  Ornatsky,  married  the  niece  of  Saint  John  of
Kronstadt  and  he  served  in  St.  Petersburg.  Saint  John  of  Kronstadt  loved  Fr.
Philosophus very much and would visit him often in his home.

After the revolution of 1917, Fr. Philosophus continued with greater zeal to preach
and liturgize,  and would do so in dangerous places.  Among the victims of  the
Bolsheviks was his son-in-law, Fr. Peter Skipetrov. Fr.  Philosphus was an eye-
witness of the martyrdom of his son-in-law.

 



All this violence was unable to bend this priest's heroic and martyric mindset. The
editor of "Novoie Vremia", Souvorin, wrote to him: "Fr. Philosophus, you are our
only hope. Everyone else around us is silent."

The Holy Hieromartyr and Archpriest Philosophus was arrested on 20 July 1918
together with his sons by the state security, and they were taken to the prisons of
Kronstadt. They were executed by being shot to death, and in this way they gave
the testimony of their faith in our Lord and God.     (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Virgin-Martyr Petronilla of Rome 
Saint Petronilla is traditionally identified as the daughter of Saint Peter the Apostle,
though this may stem simply from the similarity of names. It is believed she may
have been a convert of the Apostle (and thus a "spiritual daughter"), or a follower
or servant. It is said that Saint Peter cured her of palsy. Not knowing the details of
her life, she is commonly believed to have been a virgin martyr from Rome.

Almost  all  the sixth and seventh century lists  of the tombs of  the most  highly
venerated Roman martyrs mention Saint Petronilla's grave as situated in the Via
Ardeatina near Saints Nereus and Achilleus. These notices have been completely
confirmed by the excavations in the Catacomb of Domitilla. One topography of the
graves of the Roman martyrs, Epitome libri de locis sanctorum martyrum, locates
on the Via Ardeatina a basilica of Saint Petronilla, in which Saints Nereus and
Achilleus, as well as Petronilla, were buried.

This  basilica,  built  into the  above-mentioned  Catacomb of  Domitilla,  has  been
discovered, and the memorials found in it removed all doubt that the tombs of the
three  Saints  were  once  venerated  there.  A  painting  in  which  Petronilla  is
represented as receiving a deceased person named Veneranda into heaven,  was
discovered by De Rossi in the early 1870's, on the closing stone of a tomb in an
underground crypt behind the apse of the basilica. Beside the Saint's picture is her
name: Petronilla Mart(yr). That the painting was done shortly after 356, is proved
by an inscription found in the tomb.

It is thus clearly established that Petronilla was venerated at Rome as a martyr in
the  fourth  century,  and  the  testimony  must  be  accepted  as  certainly  historical,
notwithstanding the later legend which recognizes her only as a virgin. Another
known, but unfortunately no longer extant, memorial was the marble sarcophagus
which contained her remains, under Pope Paul I translated to Saint Peter's Basilica.
In  the  account  of  this  in  the  Liber  Pontificalis the  inscription  carved  on  the
sarcophagus is given thus:  Aureae Petronillae Filiae Dulcissimae ("of the golden
Petronilla,  the sweetest  maiden").  The sarcophagus was discovered,  in the very
chapel dedicated to her in Old Saint Peter's, under Pope Sixtus IV, who hastened to
inform Louis  XI  of  France.  We learn,  however,  from extant  sixteenth  century

 



notices concerning this sacrophagus that the first word was Aur(eliae), so that the
martyr's  name  was  Aurelia  Petronilla.  The  second  name  comes  from Petro  or
Petronius, and, as the name of the great-grandfather of the Christian consul, Titus
Flavius Clemens, was Titus Flavius Petro, it is very possible that Petronilla was a
relative of the Christian Flavii, who were descended from the senatorial family of
the  Aurelii.  This  theory  would  also  explain  why  Petronilla  was  buried  in  the
Catacomb of the Flavian Domitilla. Like the latter, Petronilla may have suffered
during the persecution of Domitian in the late third or early fourth century.

The  absence  of  her  name  from  the  fourth  century  Roman  calendar  of  feasts
suggests that Petronilla died at the end of the first or during the second century,
since no special feasts for martyrs were celebrated during this period. After the
erection of the basilica over her remains and those of Saints Nereus and Achilleus
in the fourth century, her veneration extended widely and her name was therefore
admitted later into the martyrology.  (from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

Apostle Hermes of the Seventy (1st c.).
Martyr Hermias with Martyr Marus the Magician at Comana (160).
New Hieromartyrs Hierotheus, bishop of Nikolsk (1928), and his friend 
Hieroschemamonk Seraphim (Nikolsky) (1923).
Martyr Philosophus at Alexandria (252).
Five Martyrs of Ascalon (Greek).
Martyrs Eusebius and Charalampus (Greek).
St. Eustathius, patriarch of Constantinople (1025).
Finding of the relics of New Martyr Nicholas the Deacon of Lesbos.
Translation of the relics (1591) of St. Philip, Metropolitan of Moscow (1569), to 
Solovki.
St. Philotheus, metropolitan of Tobolsk (1727).
St. Apollonios (Apollo) of the Egyptian Thebiad (c. 395)
Ss. Winnow, Mancus and Myrbad, Monks in Cornwall (6th c.)
Martyrs Cantius, Cantian, Cantianilla, and Protus of Aquileia (Italy)(c. 304)
St. Lupicinus, bishop of Verona (Italy)(4th-7th c)
St. Paschasius, deacon in Rome (c. 512)
Martyr Crescentian of Sardinia (c. 130)
St. Maelodhrain, abbot of Slane (Ireland)
St. Feradacius, abbot of Iona (c. 879)
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Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch.  The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon  Maximus  Cannaverde,  Fr.  Alexander  Hurtsellers, Bradley  Shaffer,
Nicholas  Cizin,  John  Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
is taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini.  Deacon Maximus  Cannaverde, Fr.  Alexander Hurtsellers,  Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo.   Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach.   Keep them from being discouraged.   Hear  their  prayers  for  our
salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them
priests after Your own heart.  For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.

 



Bible study at St. Thomas the Apostle church: Israel and the World.
This is an introduction to what living in Old Testament Israel was like. This series
will be completely online so we can include people who cannot make it to church
during the week. Please watch the Intro video (link below) before the first session.

The first session is Tuesday May 12 from 7:00p until roughly 8:15p. We will
meet every Tuesday until we're done (roughly 9 weeks).

Intro video. Please watch before the start of the class. This will give a detailed
overview of the series and what you can expect from it.

https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

Zoom link. The link for all meetings is the same.

https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Luke & Marlena Cooper,
Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal, Linda A.
Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family, Andrew Kinn,
Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina Makowelski,  David &
Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby Nutter & family,  Nicholas Pavlik,  Weston Perry & family,
Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr. Nectarios & Ia, Mother
Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the suffering people of Ukraine
& the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers. (Please advise Fr. Seamus of
changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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