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After Pentecost | Sunday of All Saints

By Archpriest Rodion Putyatin
A Jewish lawyer once asked Jesus Christ: “Master! What should I do to inherit
eternal life?" The question seems to be the simplest, but the answer, listeners, is
not easy. Indeed, how are we to be saved, how are we to inherit eternal life? What
should we do for this, how should we behave for this? The examples of the saints,
of course, could best help us in this case, but these examples are so numerous and
varied that you do not know which one to follow: one lived this way, the other
differently; one did this, the other did something completely different. One escaped
into the desert, the other in the midst of the city noise; one in the temple, the other
on the battlefield; one spent days and nights in fasting, the other drank and ate; one
took everyone to him, and the other did not let anyone in. In a word, the lives of
the saints is varied, and often one is opposite to the other.

So listeners, what must we do to inherit eternal life? Jesus Christ resolved this
issue in this way. He said to the lawyer: love God above all, and your neighbor as
yourself. Do this and you will live, that is, you will be saved. But how can we
fulfill this law? How can we prove our love for God and our neighbors? Let us
solve this question, listeners. Not only to learn and forget, however, but to act
according to our will. Let us solve it in short words, so that it is more memorable
and understandable.
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Live according to your conscience and the law of God. What the conscience
forbids and the law of God does not command, this should never be done; on the
contrary, what the conscience approves and the law of God commands, that
absolutely must be done. Obey your conscience and the law of God.

He who obeys the law of God and his conscience will certainly be saved, no matter
where he is and no matter how he lives. You live in the world - live, only live as
the law and conscience tell you, and you will save your soul; you have renounced
the world - well, live according to conscience and according to the law, otherwise
you will not be saved in the wilderness; you drink and eat - then drink and eat, only
drink and eat that which the conscience and law approve; you fast - fast, just do
nothing against the conscience and the law, otherwise fasting will not save you;
you are engaged in trade - trade, only trade as your conscience and the law of God
dictate, and you will not destroy your soul; you own slaves, you command slaves -
rule and command, only rule and command as your conscience and the law
command. You serve and work - know your business, work and serve as the
conscience and the law command, and you will be saved. In general, do and act
according to your rank and state, but do as the conscience and the law command.

That is why, listeners, the lives of the saints are so varied, why it appears one is
opposite to the other, why they were in different circumstances, held different
positions, had different titles, lived in different places, that is why they did
different things, did not act the same; but they always acted and did everything
according to their own conscience and according to the law of God. That is why all
have inherited eternal life.

So, listeners, no matter what you do, no matter how you live, wherever you are, act
only according to your conscience and according to the law of God - and you will
be saved. That which conscience and the law approve, it is always sacred. Amen.
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Today’s Epistle Lesson — St. Paul’s Letter to the Hebrews 11:33-12:2
Brethren, all the saints through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness,
obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire,
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant
in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead
raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they
might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were
sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, tormented— of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves



of the earth. And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith, did not
receive the promise, God having provided something better for us, that they should
not be made perfect apart from us.

Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Today’s Gospel Lesson — Saint Matthew 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30
The Lord said to his disciples, "whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men,
him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. He who loves father or
mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more
than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and follow after
Me is not worthy of Me.

Then Peter answered and said to Him, “See, we have left all and followed You.
Therefore what shall we have?” So Jesus said to them, “Amen I say to you, that in
the regeneration, when the Son of Man sits on the throne of His glory, you who
have followed Me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of
Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother
or wife or children or lands, for My name’s sake, shall receive a hundredfold, and
inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last first.”

A Word From the Holy Fathers

“The word that 1 have spoken, the same shall judge him,” says the Lord in the
Gospels (John 12:48). This is the word which we proclaim to you, brethren. Let
none of you listen to what I say as speech melting away into the air, but as a lasting
word that will bring salvation to those who believe and act accordingly. As for
those who reject it and do the opposite, it will stand in accusation against them
before that horrific judgment-seat to come. In the same way as each of us has a
house, family, land, and perhaps a vineyard, as well as animals, money and various
possessions, so God in His love for mankind has us in place of all these things. We
are God's house, says the apostle, if we hold fast the confession and pride in our
hope firm to the end, showing our piety through confessing our faith, and our
godly way of life through speaking without shame of our hope. Similarly, God
said through the prophet, “You shall be holy, for I am holy” (Lev. 11:45), and
John, Christ's beloved disciple, told us, “It does not yet appear what we shall be;
but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; and every man who
has this hope in Him purifies himself, even as He is pure” (1 John 3:2-3). We are,



and always shall be, the dwelling of Him who said, “I will dwell in them, and walk
in them; and I will be their God” (2 Cor. 6:16), provided our piety is accompanied
by a pure life. If, on the other hand, we live wrongly and do not repent, we shall
hear Him say, “Behold, your house is left to you desolate” (Mt. 23:38), and we
shall be abandoned, to quote Scripture again, “as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge
in a garden of cucumbers” (Is. 1:8), which, once the season when it is needed has
passed, has no further use.

The Lord Himself tells us that He sees us as His family, saying, “Whoever shall do
the will of my Father who is in heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother” (Mt. 12:50). Notice what procures this sublime kinship for us: it is living
virtuously in a way pleasing to God, and acting according to His commandments,
for that is the will of the Father above. But anyone who does not do the heavenly
Father's will, far from having any relationship with Him, is a descendant of the
enemy. That is why the Lord told the Jews, “You are of your father, the devil, and
the lusts of your father you will do” (John 8:44). And when they said they were
children of Abraham, he replied, “If you were Abraham's children, you would do
the works of Abraham” (John 8:39). According to Isaiah, “the house of Israel,”
meaning, all who accept true piety, or “the vineyard of the Lord of hosts™ (Is. 5:7).
When this vineyard bears fruit pleasing to God, he takes care of it and tends it. If,
however, instead of grapes, it produces thorns, the deadly barbs of sins, it is left
neglected, set before the wild beasts, that is, the evil demons, to be trodden under
foot, and delivered up to the fire to be burnt. For this reason, when the Lord said to
his disciples, “I am the vine, you are the branches; my father is the husbandman”
(Jn. 15:5), he continued, “every branch in me that bears fruit, he prunes it, that it
may bring forth more fruit; and everyone who does not bear fruit is cast forth as a
branch, and is withered, and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they
are burned”. The fact that our creator also regards us as his flock is clear from his
words to the leader of the preeminent company of the apostles, “Peter, do you love
me? Tend my lambs; tend my sheep” (Jn. 21:15-17). “All like sheep have gone
astray” (Is. 53:6), and have been lost like a silver coin fallen from the master’s
hand. But the good Shepherd came, our natural master; he saw, found, and saved
us, and united us to himself in ways surpassing words.

Brethren, let us follow Christ, the good Shepherd, who leads us into the pastures
and folds of eternal life. Let us retain his image and likeness through living
virtuously, that we may not fall from his life-giving hand. By means of good
works, let us bear fruit for him, that we may be the Lord of hosts' vineyard, newly
planted and beloved. Let us do the “good, acceptable, and perfect, will of God”
(Rom. 12:2), that we may have him as our father. Let us cleanse ourselves “from
all defilement of flesh and spirit” (2 Cor. 7:1), that we may be called the House of



God, who not only has the human race as his vineyard and dwelling, but also as his
field and arable land....

“Then shall the righteous,” it says, “shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their
Father” (Mt. 15:43). Why are the words “in the kingdom of their Father” used
instead of “in the kingdom of God”? To make it clear that a person first becomes a
son of God, worthy to call God his father, then afterwards rightly becomes an heir
of his kingdom. How can someone become God's son? By acting as He does. That
is why, when the Jews told the Lord they were Abraham's children, He replied, “if
you were Abraham's children, you would do the works of Abraham” (Jn. 8:39).
Again, when they said, “We have one father — God,” He told them, “if God were
your father, you would love me; for I proceeded forth and came from God. You are
of your father, the devil, and the lusts of your father you will do” (Jn. 8:41-44).

Take note that on account of evil longings and actions we are adopted by the devil
and so become heirs of eternal fire. In the same way, by means of good desires and
deeds we become like God and made his sons and heirs of his kingdom. To make it
clear that virtue means being like God, the Lord said, “A new commandment I give
to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, you also love one another.
If then I, your Lord and master, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
other’s feet. For | have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to
you” (Jn. 13:14-15). Also, “Learn of me; for I am meek and lowly and heart, and
you shall find rest for your souls” (Mt. 11:29). Again, “Be therefore merciful, as
your father also is merciful” (Lk. 6:36), and, “Love your enemies, and do good,
and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward shall be great, and you
shall be the children of the highest; for he is kind to the unthankful and to the evil”
(Lk. 6:35).

The person who, in his love and other virtues, resembles God, has God as his
father on account of his actions, and will be an heir of his kingdom. But anyone
deprived of this kingdom does not just fail to obtain it, but is consigned to that
darkness with no glimmer of light, which burns unbearably without ceasing.
Anyone wanting to be saved from this endless punishment and to inherit God's
eternal kingdom should be neither tare, an evil, harmful seed damaging the bodies
and souls of all who draw near, and an abominable example of wicked acts and
words; nor a stalk or chaff, lightweight and easily tossed by the words and the
attack of the evil spirit, and also so useless that it is used to feed animal passions
and demons. Let him be wheat, abstaining from all pointless and evil works and
words, active in their opposite virtues, and bearing the fruits of repentance. Then
will he be worthy of heavenly of the heavenly granary, called the son of the
heavenly father, and enter rejoicing into his kingdom as an heir illumined with the
divine glory.



May we all obtain this by the grace and love for mankind of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who belongs glory, together his father without beginning, and they all holy, good
and life-giving spirit, now and forever and the ages of ages. Amen.

— St. Gregory Palamas, Homily 27.1-4a,13b-16

Saint Meriadoc, Bishop of Vannes
Saint Meriadoc (Meriadec, Meriasek), though venerated especially in Cornwall and
Brittany, was probably a Welshman who lived in the 5th or 6th century. He came
to Cornwall and founded several churches, one of which at Camborne was once
dedicated to him. He became renowned in these parts and a miracle play in Cornish
still survives, called Beunans Meriasek, recounting his legendary exploits.

He then crossed over into Brittany, where his memory is still strong. In the 16th-
century church at Plougasnou is a reliquary containing what may well be part of
Meriadoc's skull. At Stival is preserved what is believed to be his bell. Placed on
the heads of the deaf and those suffering migraine, it is said to heal them. Some
documents state that Meriadoc even became bishop of Vannes at a time when it
was one of the most important cities of Brittany.

Meriadoc had been a rich man. Conan Meriadoc, the legendary king of Brittany at
the time, wanted to arrange a political marriage for him, but he gave all his money
to poor clerics, distributing his lands to the needy, and took up the life of a hermit.
So great became his reputation for sanctity that he feared he would become vain
and retired even further from the world. Instead of the silks and purple that he once
wore, Meriadoc new dressed in rags, eating simple food, living in complete
poverty. He would say: "Poverty is a remover of cares and the mother of holiness."

When his relatives tried to make him leave his new life and return to the world, he
told the viscount of Rohan who had come with these relatives that he would be
better engaged extirpating the thieves and robbers of the neighborhood. The
viscount took the Saint at his word, and a great evil was removed from Brittany.
He is reputed to have healed many lepers and disabled people, to have driven off
the highwaymen of Josselin through prayer, to have made water spring from solid
rock, and to have calmed a storm.

Although Meriadoc was unanimously elected Bishop of Vannes, he took the
bishopric reluctantly. After his consecration he continued a life of abstinence and
love for the poor. He died around the year 688 kissing his brethren and crying out,
"Into your hands, Lord, I commend my Spirit".

Troparion in Tone 4: O Meriadoc holy hermit, through your simplicity you drew
many souls to God. Near the church of the Mother of God in Camborne, you
caused a healing well to rise. We glorify God Who has glorified you. (from
johnsanidopoulos.com)



Virgin-Martyr Potamiana of Alexandria
Praise is not sufficient for Potamiana, even if the river imitates the stream.
Saint Potamiana suffered martyrdom in Alexandria during the reign of Septimius
Severus (193-211). She, along with her mother Marcella, were arrested and
Potamiana was threatened with being handed over to gladiators to be abused, if she
refused to renounce her Christianity. The judge regarded her response as impious
and ordered their immediate death by being burned in a cauldron of pitch. She was
subsequently dipped little by little in boiling pitch till she died, according to
Palladius, or the pitch was dripped all over her body, according to Eusebius.

We read about her in the Lausiac History (ch. 3), where Palladius informs us of the
following about her:

"This blessed man Isidore, who had met Anthony of blessed memory, told me a
story which is worth recording, which he had heard from Anthony. There was a
certain young virgin called Potamiana who was exceedingly beautiful and she was
a Christian; she was the handmaiden of a certain worldly man who was given over
to a life of pleasure, and she lived in very great luxury, and her master flattered her
greatly, wishing to destroy her. And being unable to bring her into subjection to his
will, he at length was seized with madness, and he became furiously angry with her
and delivered her over to a certain prefect who lived at that time in Alexandria
(i.e., Basilides), saying, “She is a Christian, and she reviles the government, and
utters blasphemies against the Emperor.” And he promised to give him much
money saying, “If she can be persuaded to do my will, keep her for me without
disgrace and punishment, but if she persists in her obstinacy of heart, punish her
with every kind of torture that pleases you, and let her not remain alive to laugh at
me and at my luxurious way of life.” And when they brought the valiant woman
before the throne of the judges, she was greatly moved, but she was not persuaded;
and the prefect tortured the body of the virgin of Christ with many different kinds
of tortures. Then again after these things he thought out a crafty plan, and invented
a method of punishment by torture which was as follows. He commanded them to
bring a huge cauldron which was full of pitch, and to light a fierce fire under it, and
when the pitch was melted and was boiling, the judge cried to her, saying, “Go and
submit yourself to the will of your lord, and know if you do not this thing you shall
straightway fall into this cauldron.” Now when she heard this, she sealed her soul,
and answered and said, “You judge with iniquity, O judge, for you command me to
become subject unto fornication. I am the handmaiden of Christ, and it is meet that
I should stand before His throne without blemish.” And when the judge heard this,
he was straightway greatly troubled and filled with wrath, and he commanded them
to bring her and to cast her into the cauldron. Then the virgin said unto him, “I
adjure you, by the head of the Emperor, if you condemn me to this thing of your



own self, to command them to put me into the cauldron little by little, without
stripping my apparel from me, so that you may know the patient endurance which I
have through Christ for the sake of my purity.” And as they were dipping her little
by little into the cauldron, for a very short space of time, immediately the pitch
reached her neck and it became cold; thus she delivered her soul unto God, and she
was crowned with a good martyrdom. And a great congregation of holy men and
women were made perfect (i.e., they suffered martyrdom) at that time in the
Church of Alexandria, and they became worthy of that land which the meek
inherit.'

In the account of her martyrdom in Eusebius' Ecclesiastical History (Bk. 6, Ch. 5,
6), we read of the martyrdoms of certain pupils of Origen and their association
with Potamiana's martyrdom:

'Prominent men even of the unbelieving heathen and men that followed learning
and philosophy were led to his [Origen's] instruction. Some of them having
received from him into the depth of their souls faith in the Divine Word, became
prominent in the persecution then prevailing; and some of them were seized and
suffered martyrdom. The first of these was Plutarch. As he was led to death, the
man of whom we are speaking being with him at the end of his life, came near
being slain by his fellow citizens, as if he were the cause of his death. But the
providence of God preserved him at this time also. After Plutarch, the second
martyr among the pupils of Origen was Serenus, who gave through fire a proof of
the faith which he had received. The third martyr from the same school was
Heraclides, and after him the fourth was Hero. The former of these was as yet a
catechumen, and the latter had but recently been baptized. Both of them were
beheaded. After them, the fifth from the same school proclaimed as an athlete of
piety was another Serenus, who, it is reported, was beheaded, after a long
endurance of tortures. And of women, Herais died while yet a catechumen,
receiving baptism by fire, as Origen himself somewhere says.

Basilides may be counted the seventh of these. He led to martyrdom the celebrated
Potamiana, who is still famous among the people of the country for the many
things which she endured for the preservation of her chastity and virginity. For she
was blooming in the perfection of her mind and her physical graces. Having
suffered much for the faith of Christ, finally after tortures dreadful and terrible to
speak of, she with her mother, Marcella, was put to death by fire. They say that the
judge, Aquila by name, having inflicted severe tortures upon her entire body, at
last threatened to hand her over to the gladiators for bodily abuse. After a little
consideration, being asked for her decision, she made a reply which was regarded
as impious. Thereupon she received sentence immediately, and Basilides, one of
the officers of the army, led her to death. But as the people attempted to annoy and



insult her with abusive words, he drove back her insulters, showing her much pity
and kindness. And perceiving the man's sympathy for her, she exhorted him to be
of good courage, for she would supplicate her Lord for him after her departure, and
he would soon receive a reward for the kindness he had shown her. Having said
this, she nobly sustained the issue, burning pitch being poured little by little, over
various parts of her body, from the sole of her feet to the crown of her head. Such
was the conflict endured by this famous maiden.

Not long after this Basilides, being asked by his fellow-soldiers to swear for a
certain reason, declared that it was not lawful for him to swear at all, for he was a
Christian, and he confessed this openly. At first they thought that he was jesting,
but when he continued to affirm it, he was led to the judge, and, acknowledging his
conviction before him, he was imprisoned. But the brethren in God coming to him
and inquiring the reason of this sudden and remarkable resolution, he is reported to
have said that Potamiana, for three days after her martyrdom, stood beside him by
night and placed a crown on his head and said that she had besought the Lord for
him and had obtained what she asked, and that soon she would take him with her.
Thereupon the brethren gave him the seal of the Lord; and on the next day, after
giving glorious testimony for the Lord, he was beheaded. And many others in
Alexandria are recorded to have accepted speedily the word of Christ in those
times. For Potamiana appeared to them in their dreams and exhorted them. But let
this suffice in regard to this matter.'

The description of the episode of intercession of Potamiana on behalf of Basilides,
narrated in Eusebius' text, constitutes one of the first documents that concerns the
intercession of saints. Thus Potamiana appeared to many other persons at that time,
calling them to faith and martyrdom. To these conversions, Origen, an eyewitness,
testifies in his Contra Celsum (Bk. 1, Ch. 46):

'And although Celsus, or the Jew whom he has introduced, may treat with mockery
what I am going to say, I shall say it nevertheless — that many have been converted
to Christianity as if against their will, some sort of spirit having suddenly
transformed their minds from a hatred of the doctrine to a readiness to die in its
defense, and having appeared to them either in a waking vision or a dream of the
night. Many such instances have we known, which, if we were to commit to
writing, although they were seen and witnessed by ourselves, we should afford
great occasion for ridicule to unbelievers, who would imagine that we, like those
whom they suppose to have invented such things, had ourselves also done the
same.'

Such are the sources of the life and martyrdom of the Holy Virgin Martyr
Potamiana. (from johnsanidopoulos.com)



Also Commemorated Today

[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]
Martyr Theodotus of Ancyra & 7 Virgin-martyrs with him (303).
New Hieromartyr Archbishop Andronicus of Perm, Alexander, Alexis, Alexander,
Valentine, Benjamin, Viktor, Alexander, Paul, Vladimir, Ignatius, Michael,
Nicholas, Paul, Alexander, Nicholas priests, Gregory deacon and Martyrs
Athanasius and Alexsander (1918).
New Hieromartyrs Nicholas and Peter priests (1919).
Hieromartyr Marcellinus, pope of Rome (304) and with him the Holy Martyrs
Claudius, Cyrinus and Antoninus (304).
Hieromartyr Marcellus, bishop of Rome, and those with him: Sisinius and Cyriacus
deacons, Smaragdus, Largus, Apronian, Saturninus, Pappias, Maurus, Crescentian,
Priscilla, Lucina, and Princess Artemia (304-310).
Martyrs Kyriaki, Caleria (Valeria), and Mary, of Caesarea in Palestine (304).
Venerable Daniel of Scete in Egypt (420).
Martyr Zenais (Zenaida) of Caesarea in Palestine.
St. Colman, bishop of Dromore, Ireland (6th c.) (Celtic & British).
Holy women Aesia and Susanna, disciples of Venerable Pancratius of Taormina
and martyred with him (1st c.) (Greek).
Martyr Lycarion of Hermopolis in Egypt (Greek).
Venerable Panagis of Cephalonia (Greek).
Martyrs Tarasius and John (Greek).
St. Stephen the hieromonk (Greek).
St. Anthimus the hieromonk (Greek).
St. Sebastiane the Wonderworker (Greek).
St. Anthony (in schema Abramius), monk, of Kozha Lake (1634).
Ven. Anastasios Gordios (1749)
Martyr Aventinus, hermit of Larboust (732)(France)
Ven. Deochar, abbot of St. Vitus Kloister in Bavaria (847)(Germany)
Martyrs Habentius, Jeremiah, Peter, Savinian, Wallabonsus, and Wistremundus of
Cordoba (851)
St. Odo, abbot of Saint-Martin de Massay (France)(967)
St. Vulflagius (Wulflagius) of Abbeville (c. 653)(France)

Fast of the Holy Apostles Peter and Paul (June 8-28)

The Podvig of the Apostles' Fast is less strict than during Great Lent: We
abstain from eating meat and dairy products throughout the Fast. The Church
ustav also provides that, on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays during the
Apostles' Fast, we abstain from consuming fish, wine and oil; on the other days
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of the week, Tuesday and Thursday, we abstain from eating fish. Eating fish is
permitted on Saturdays and Sundays, on days commemorating certain great
Saints, and on the Feast of the Nativity of St. John the Baptist (24 June). The
monastic originators (hence the extension of strict fasting to Mondays) of these
rules also prescribed 100 prostrations on weekdays during the Fast.

Teachings of St. Seraphim of Sarov on Fasting

Fasting consists not just of eating rarely, but also of eating little. And not
just in eating only one meal, but in not eating much. Foolish is the faster who
waits for a specific time [to eat a meal], but then at the time of the meal is
completely consumed, body and mind, with insatiable eating.

In proportion to how the body of the faster becomes thin and light, so the
spiritual life attains perfection and reveals itself in wonderful ways. Then the soul
acts as if in an incorporeal body. Carnal feelings are shut off, and the spirit,
released from the world, ascends to heaven and completely immerses itself in
contemplation of the spiritual world.

Every day one should partake of just enough food to permit the body, being
fortified, to be a friend and helper to the soul in performing the virtues. Otherwise,
with the body exhausted, the soul may also weaken. (adapted from stjohndc.org)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!

Prayer is powerful, and we need more priests in our Diocese. Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't sick! The clergy that we are to pray for are: Fr. Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch. The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley Shaffer,
Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Clay Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
1s taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit — Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it!

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” Mindful of this pledge, we beseech Your great
goodness to inspire men to the Holy Priesthood, the service of Your Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age. There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for. There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.



There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood

O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory. Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them. Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini. Deacon Maximus Cannaverde, Fr. Alexander Hurtsellers, Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo. Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach. Keep them from being discouraged. Hear their prayers for our
salvation. Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth. Make them
priests after Your own heart. For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

Bible study at St. Thomas the Apostle church: Israel and the World.
This is an introduction to what living in Old Testament Israel was like. This series
will be completely online so we can include people who cannot make it to church
during the week. Please watch the Intro video (link below) before the first session.

The first session is Tuesday May 12 from 7:00p until roughly 8:15p. We will
meet every Tuesday until we're done (roughly 9 weeks).

Intro video. Please watch before the start of the class. This will give a detailed
overview of the series and what you can expect from it.

https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

Zoom link. The link for all meetings is the same.
https://Ibc.zoom.us/j/98521631952

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth: http:/www.campnazareth.org
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://voutube.com/acroddiocese



https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
https://twitter.com/acrodnews
https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
http://www.campnazareth.org/
http://www.acrod.org/
https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952
https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

In Your Prayers — Please Remember... His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family, Fr.
Joseph & Family, His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Reader Luke & Marlena
Cooper, Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal,
Linda A. Georgiev, Sandi Hebel, Howl family, John M. Janowiak, Johnson family,
Andrew Kinn, Kopan family, Helen, Brian, Luke and Mia Mahony, Valentina
Makowelski, David & Kathryn Newman, Bobby Nutter & family, Nicholas Pavlik,
Weston Perry & family, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr.
Nectarios & la, Mother Virginia Marie & the Carmelite Nuns of Port Tobacco, the
suffering people of Ukraine & the Middle East, and those in need of our prayers.
(Please advise Fr. Seamus of changes.)




