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St. Alexis, a Resolute Zealot for Orthodoxy 
In  light  of  contemporary  ecumenical  exchanges,  dialogues,  theological
commissions, and dramatic statements frequently confusing and scandalizing the
Orthodox faithful, we need to pause a moment and refresh our memory with the
image of a prophet zealous for the Lord's truth found in the person of St Alexis,
who not only resembles an Old Testament prophet but is equal in spirit to great
luminaries  such  as  Sts.  Athanasius  the  Great,  Cyril  of  Alexandria,  Photios  the
Great.... Some might favor a different reading of his life, by excusing his words
and actions as the result of a misunderstanding, an overreaction to circumstances,
which we now might better understand through the prism of unfortunate historical
events. 

What  really  inspired  Fr.  Alexis'  actions  ...may  be  discerned  from his  life  and
writings.  “St.  Alexis  was born in a  Carpatho-Rusyn family  of  priests,  both his
father and brother were priests and his uncle was a bishop. Like most Carpatho-
Rusyns  of  the  time,  the  Toths  were  Eastern  Rite-Uniate  Catholics.  After
completing his seminary education, he married Rosalie Mihalich, the daughter of a
priest in 1878, was ordained to the priesthood and assigned as the second priest in
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a Greek Catholic parish. While serving there, his wife and their only child died.
The  critical  time  of  Father  Toth's  life  began  with  his  arrival  in  America  in
November, 1889 to become the first pastor of the new Greek Catholic church in
Minneapolis.  Five  weeks  after  his  arrival,  Father  Toth  met  the  local  Roman
Catholic  bishop,  Archbishop John Ireland.  Learning that  Father  Toth had been
married, the Archbishop refused to recognize him as a legitimate Catholic priest
and forbade him to function as a priest anywhere in the Diocese. 

As a professor of Canon Law, Father Toth knew his rights and continued serving
the needs of his flock. In 1890, all of the Uniate priests then serving in America
gathered for a meeting in Wilkes-Barre to discuss the open hostility from the local
Roman Catholic hierarchy. 

How did he understand his own return to Orthodoxy? “I made up my mind to do
something which I carried in my heart for a long time, for which my soul longed:
that is, to become Orthodox. But how was it to be done? I had to be very cautious.
The unfortunate Union, the source of our decline and all our ills, had been part of
our people too long. We had already borne that yoke on our shoulders for 250
years. I fervently prayed God to grant me the power to make all this clear to my
unenlightened parishioners.” 

After contacting the Orthodox Bishop in San Francisco, Father Toth traveled there
and  was  received  into  the  Orthodox  Church  by  the  bishop.  Bishop  Vladimir
traveled to Minneapolis  in March,  1891 and received 361 parishioners into the
Orthodox Church. Through Father Alexis’ efforts, over 17 parishes returned to the
Orthodox Faith and an estimated 25,000 people. [This is the genesis of the OCA. -
Ed.]

Was he acting out of pique as a result of a simple human misunderstanding, or
were  there  deeper,  more  profound  motives  behind  his  decision  to  break  with
Rome? Fr. Alexis' national/religious background gives us the answer. Historically
the Orthodox peoples of Galicia and Carpatho-Russia had been for centuries under
Polish  and  Hungarian  rule.  As  a  consequence,  for  political  reasons,  they  were
forced into union with Rome. As nationalities they were under constant pressure to
become Polish or  Hungarian.  These peoples had not seen true,  free Orthodoxy
since the Union of Brest, nor had they been able to express their national Slavic
identity freely since the time of Kievan Rus; nonetheless, they always preserved
the consciousness that they were both Orthodox and a part of the Great Russian
nation. Proof of this lays in their swift willingness to return to Orthodoxy when
they  were  free  to  do  so  and  their  acknowledgment  of  their  common  national
identity with Russia.  Moreover, back in their native country there was growing
popular support among the Uniate laity to embrace Orthodoxy. Fr. Alexis was well

 



aware of the heritage of his ancestors, and having finished the Uniate seminary
with  a  doctorate  in  canon  law,  he  was  well  prepared  to  make  a  precise  and
educated evaluation of the situation. His thoughts on confessing true Orthodoxy
are expressed in his defense of Fr. John Naumovitch of Lvov in Galicia, a former
Uniate who returned to Orthodoxy in 1885, bringing many Uniates with him. Fr.
John was arrested in Lvov and slandered in the American Uniate press. Fr. Alexis
vehemently defended the honor of his compatriot. The Uniate publication Vestnik
stated  that  Fr.  John  Naumovitch,  "…never  mentioned  that  the  people  should
renounce their  faith and accept Orthodoxy." Fr.  Alexis retorted:  "What kind of
shameless lie is that! Has Judas' hate killed the last drop of your conscience?? Is it
possible that you wish to distort such facts as the entire world knows? Why then
did Fr. John Naumovitch fight,  if not for the faith and nationality? Did not the
people in Hnilichki and Skolat return to Holy Orthodoxy at his call? Was that not
the  reason why he  and those  people  suffered  persecution  and imprisonment  in
jails?  Was  it  not  for  that  that  the  Pope  anathematized  him  by  the  rancorous
Cardinal Sembratowicz, and then? Was that not the reason why the Austro-Polish
governments  accused him and his  people  of  high treason  ...?"  These  words  of
heartfelt defense for a fellow confessor prove that Fr. Alexis had, for a long time
before his meeting with Archbishop Ireland, realized that the Vatican's real aim
was to eliminate  Orthodoxy, and the Archbishop's treatment  of his new Uniate
priest was simply a reflection of his fear of Orthodoxy even in its diluted Uniate
form. To infer that Fr. Alexis left the Roman Church only because he felt offended
or  humiliated  by  the  Archbishop's  words  at  their  meeting  is  a  very  serious
distortion of the truth. Later, having been received into the Orthodox Church, Fr.
Alexis defended himself against attacks in the following words which are further
evidence of his conviction that the Unia was designed to destroy the Orthodox
faith. 

"Did I  ever hide my program which I  have used as the basis  of my Orthodox
missionary activity? Did I not openly teach and am I not openly teaching now that
the Unia is a spiritual yoke for the Russians from Hungary and Galicia? Therefore,
if we want to stay Russian (Orthodox) not only in words but in deeds, we have to
free ourselves from Rome, which takes away from us our Faith, our nationality,
our Church, our Cross, and our monasteries ... This is my conviction, and this is
what I fight for ... Did I establish the Holy Orthodox Church and Faith ...? And if
now, by the grace of God, our people have found the true Knowledge and reunite
with the Holy Orthodox Church, then your shameless, lying reproach is not my
denunciation; it is, in fact, turned into your own dishonor and curse ...!" Are these
the sentiments of a priest uncertain of his convictions, motivated by petty spite or
passion? No, they are the outpourings of the heart of an Orthodox zealot. 

 



Persecution continued in his homeland with countless victims including St. Maxim
Sandovitch martyred in 1914, and the Priest Ignatii Gudima who was incarcerated
in the concentration camp Talergof for his witness, who reposed in 1944 — yet to
be canonized. [Read about more Carpatho-Russian saints at acrod.org – Ed.]

Fr.  Alexis  was  accused  of  being  motivated  by  self-interest  and  personal  gain.
Although there was a stipend granted by the Holy Synod of the Russian Church for
the reunited parishes, a close examination of the sums involved demonstrates that
they were too small to have been an attraction. The Russian Church sent only a few
priests  to  serve  the  parishes;  the  majority  of  priests  came  from  the  parishes
themselves. Candidates were sent to a special seminary established to train them.
Gain was not a factor. Self-interest and love of glory are unfounded accusations.
The story of Fr. Alexis'  life reads like that of a true apostle.  He suffered from
constant weariness, endless travels, labors, was frequently without funds or help,
and was constantly attacked by the enemies of Orthodoxy. The independence of his
actions,  devoid  of  any  outside  influence  is  attested  by  the  historian,  Professor
Vasilly Alexeev in his article,  The History of Orthodoxy in the U.S.A. He writes:
“It is important to emphasize that this first switch-over of an entire Uniate parish to
Orthodoxy occurred without interference or being prepared from outside, but in
accordance with the free and not-too-hasty decision of the parishioners themselves,
whose ancestors had lived on the territory of Kievian Rus many centuries ago, but
had never been part of Moscovite Russia, and who for centuries had belonged to
the Uniate Church . . . The cross-over of the Uniates to Orthodoxy was carried out
through the Consul General in San Francisco, whose mediation the parishioners of
St.  Mary's  requested.  The  next  stage  was  a  correspondence  with  the  Russian
Orthodox bishop Vladimir in the United States, who visited Minneapolis. On 25
March 1891, the parishioners and priest of St. Mary's converted to Orthodoxy. The
parishioners then celebrated the day as the Triumph of Orthodoxy in America. The
courage  of  the  parishioners  is  acknowledged  by  history  as  a  triumph  of  the
Orthodox faith.” 

Father Alexis wrote to Bishop Nicholas, “…for seven years I am in a real battle, I
suffer profanation, contempt, defamation from others and from my own people!—
Without  any  ulterior  motives  I  united  with  Orthodoxy,  about  which  I  already
dreamed about in the Old Country.” 

Fr. Alexis was not confused about nor did he lack knowledge concerning the errors
of  the  Papacy.  In  order  to  educate  his  flock  and  offer  proof  of  his  own
understanding of the subject he wrote a lengthy catechism entitled "Where to Seek
the  Truth."  He  used  questions  and  answers  to  make  the  information  more
accessible  to,  his  readers.  He answered such questions  as  "What  do the words
'schism' and 'heretical' mean? Can we call the pope Christ's successor? Did Christ,
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the Apostles, the Holy Fathers, or the Holy Councils teach or write anything about
infallibility? What does the Unia consist of?" etc.... 

What  do  we conclude  from his  life  as  a  guidepost  for  the  present?  St.  Alexis
reflects the uncompromising spirit of the Gospels, where our Lord plainly forgives
His personal enemies and repentant sinners, but never the enemies of God's truth
and  the  Church.  St.  Alexis,  likewise  follows  clearly  in  the  footsteps  of  those
luminaries of our Holy Patristic Tradition who never compromised with heresy and
falsehood. His witness is the antithesis of our contemporary politically correct and
wordily desire to please men, create a kitchen talk theology, and readers digest
reading of the Church canons. He accurately defined the boundaries of the Church
denouncing all innovations which are presented in our times as something new,
better, revised, renewed, if not simply more convenient. 

It is seems to me imperative to focus on the truth as he understood it, in order to
find and maintain our spiritual equilibrium, even if it is necessary to sometimes
exaggerate a point or express the truth with more assertiveness and zeal as did
many  fathers  in  the  past,  St  Augustine  for  example  in  his  struggle  against
Donatism, or St John of Kronstadt who has no qualms of warning us about the fires
of hell. The media and popular entertainment, if not openly hostile to the truths of
Christianity, gloss over them or present them in the rosy tones of an all forgiving
benevolent Force in the sky who celebrates and rewards some sort of nebulous
goodness in people regardless of their beliefs and lifestyle. 

There is no need to make excuses for St. Alexis or reinterpret his powerful witness,
we need only humbly accept and follow his direction. (from orthochristian.com)

Homily for the Second Sunday of St. Matthew
“The Meaning of Obedience” by Metropolitan Hierotheos of Nafpaktos

"...and immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him" (Matt.
4:23).  One of the most difficult but necessary truths of the Church for modern man
is the teaching of obedience. Christ sets it as a necessary condition of salvation and
perfection.  That  is  why when He called His disciples,  they left  everything and
followed Him.

Modern man, however, cannot understand the value of obedience. He considers it
destructive to his person. This is because he has deified his reasoning faculty that
he thinks is of great value. When one lives with the rule of reason, then one is
completely incapable of understanding the great value of obedience.

By studying modern life we can see that a great change has taken place in our time,
affecting all areas of human life. Today there is a crisis of paternity, that is, every
authority is questioned, since the ego has been elevated as an authority. This is a

 



characteristic feature of the post-modern era. Extending this mentality to religious
life, it destroys every communion of man with God. The questioning of paternity
goes as far as patricide.

Thus, when a modern man reads the circumstance of the call of the four disciples
and their renunciation of all things to follow Christ, it seems incomprehensible to
him. This means that Orthodoxy today finds it very difficult to reveal its treasures
to secularized modern people, because they are not accustomed to obedience, much
less  accustomed to practicing it.  Many modern  young people  are  able  to  deny
everything, but not to follow and obey Christ, but to obey themselves and to satisfy
all their desires.

And yet, obedience is a necessary element of Orthodox life. First of all, obedience
enlivens  people.  The  Holy  Fathers  have  explained  this  great  significance  of
obedience. Just  as with the disobedience of Adam the powers of the soul were
divided and essentially the soul lost the Grace of God, so with obedience to the
will of God the soul is unified and enlivened. Christ said: "The words that I speak
unto you, they are spirit,  and they are life" (John 6:63). Thus, "disobedience is
death, obedience is life", as Saint John of Sinai writes. Adam with disobedience
brought death to all of nature, and the second Adam (Christ) with obedience to His
Father filled the world with life.

Then, with obedience, true sociability develops. That is, by obeying God's will we
accept His life within us. A Christian begins his spiritual life by obeying the will of
God. By this he is transformed, and is inflamed with love for the whole world.
Thus,  it  gets  to  the  point  of  feeling  a  close  relationship  with  others  and
experiencing universal responsibility. He approaches others with love and out of
love and offers in a secret and effective way their salvation.

Also, obedience cleanses us from the passions that make our soul sick. It has been
observed  that  one  who  obeys  has  fewer  passions,  since  he  is  freed  from
egocentrism.

When we speak of obedience, we do not mean an abstract situation, but a specific
life. We do not mean a passive immobility, but a lasting positive movement. The
passive and abstract state creates more problems. Thus, when we say obedience,
we mean primarily the observance of the commandments of God. Because we, as
impure and impassioned, cannot discern what is the will of God, which we must
apply in every given circumstance, and for this we need obedience to our spiritual
father. For the word of the spiritual father, when it does not go against the will of
God, is the summary of the commandments of Christ.

Obedience to the spiritual father, however, is not a simple situation, but has many
aspects and extensions. Obedience to our spiritual father is not enough, but at the

 



same time it is obedience to the Tradition of the Church, it is obedience to the
Bishop and the canonical structure of the Church. Tradition is the uninterrupted
action of the Holy Spirit in the Church. This Holy Spirit sanctifies people, ordains
Bishops and enlightens the Fathers to establish a rule for the proper functioning of
the Body of Christ. There is a close relationship between the Saints, the Bishop and
the Altar. Any single one of these are meaningless without the existence of the
others.   Thus,  obedience  to  a  spiritual  father  must  also  be  associated  with
obedience in all ecclesiastical life.

Today there is constant talk about the maturity of man. Many people express the
view  that  man  with  his  knowledge  has  reached  high  levels  of  perfection  and
maturity. However, the Orthodox Church emphasizes in particular  that  spiritual
maturity,  that  is,  the  constant  path  to  perfection,  is  not  done  with  human
knowledge, but with obedience to the will of God. Perfect obedience is a voluntary
death.  Resurrection  and  life  sprout  from  death.  This  is  the  experience  of  the
Church. This is what the Holy Apostles teach us. This is what all the Saints urge
for us. Obedience will unify us and enliven us.  (Translated by John Sanidopoulos)

Today’s Epistle Lesson – St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans 2:10-16 EOB
Brethren, glory, honor, and peace are for everyone who does good; to the Jew first,
and also to the Greek, because there is no partiality with God.  Hence, all those
who have sinned apart from the law will also perish without the law, and as many
as have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.  For it is not the hearers of
the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law will be declared
righteous.  (Indeed, when Gentiles who do not have the law do by nature the things
of the law, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law, by
showing that the practical expression of the law is written in their hearts. Their
conscience bears witness, and their thoughts alternately accuse or defend them).
This  is  for  the  day  when,  according  to  my  proclamation  of  the  gospel,  God,
through Jesus Christ, will judge the secret thoughts of all. 

Today’s Gospel Lesson - Saint Matthew 4:18-23 EOB
At that time, walking by the sea of Galilee, Jesus saw two brothers: Simon who is
called Peter, and Andrew his brother.  They were casting a net into the sea since
they were fishermen.  He said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fish
for people!”  Immediately, they left their nets and followed him.  Going on from
there, he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother.
They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, mending their nets.  Jesus called
them.  At once, they left the boat and their father, and followed him.  Jesus traveled
throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the Good News of the
Kingdom, and healing all kinds of diseases and sickness among the people.  His

 



fame spread into all Syria, and they brought him all who were sick, afflicted with
various  diseases  and  torments,  people  possessed  with  demons,  epileptics,  and
paralytics; and he healed them.  Great crowds from Galilee, Decapolis, Jerusalem,
Judea and from beyond the Jordan followed him.                                    

A Word From the Holy Fathers
Thus said the Father to His equal in power, of the same strength, and will, co-
eternal Son and Word, “Let us make man in our Image, after our likeness.”

Oh what a miracle!  How can it be logical for someone who has the resemblance
and possesses the grace relative to the supra-good Lord Jesus at the occasion of His
life-bearing death for us, since we are conformed to the image of the Son of God,
of  which the  image  is  His  divine,  inseparable  flesh  which is  from and of  His
nature.  It is thus by this flesh, that as image we have seen the invisible God the
Word, and it is at this image of the Son of God to know His flesh that the saints
become conformed with Him by the sufferings they endure for Him. ...for if we
had been united with Him in a death like His, we shall be united in a resurrection
like His. - St. Methodius the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople

Saint Methodius the Confessor, Patriarch of Constantinople
Saint Methodius, who lived during the time of the iconoclast emperor Theophilos
(829 – 842 AD), was born in Syracuse, Sicily, in a noble family. After finishing his
studies in his hometown, he went to Constantinople to find a job appropriate to his
education and abilities.

However,  he  was  persuaded  by  a  monk  and  he  retired  to  the  monastery  of
Hinolakko  to  become  a  monk.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  asceticism,  high
education, sincere piety and pure heroic spirit. He became an admirer and friend of
Saint Theodore the Studite and travelled with him to many places, helping him in
his struggle to restore the veneration of the holy icons.

At first, the emperor Theophilos tried to associate with Saint Methodius, through
treatments while showing him a special appreciation. He, however, while honoring
the emperor, did not cease to remain faithful to the Orthodox faith, to criticize with
courage and defiance the imperial decrees against the holy icons and to educate
many of the imperial environment in the divine teachings of Orthodoxy. However,
due to his excessive zeal for the holy icons, he was arrested, flogged in a horrible
way and he was thrown, along with two robbers, into a pit on the island of Saint
Andrew in the region of Akrita, as a prisoner, where he remained for seven years
(but not in the temple of Saint John the Forerunner on the island of Antigone, as is
mentioned in the tradition).

 



After the death of Theophilos, his successor, Theodora, recalled Saint Methodius
to Constantinople on behalf of Saint Joannicius the Great of Olympus, and by a
joint vote of the clergy and the people, he ascended to the Patriarchal throne on
February 12 of 842 AD.

The first concern of the Holy Patriarch was to settle the issue of the holy icons. For
this purpose, on February 19 of 842 AD, he formed a Synod in which he presided.
There,  the  holy  icons  were  restored  and  the  leaders  of  iconoclasm  where
excommunicated. The event of the restoration of the icons was celebrated with a
great  litany  throughout  the  city,  with  the  participation  of  all  the  bishops  and
clergymen in Constantinople, the empress Theodora, her underaged son emperor
Michael  and  the  entirety  of  the  people  of  Constantinople.  Since  then,  it  was
established that this triumph of Orthodoxy should be solemnly celebrated on the
First Sunday of the Great Lent, the Sunday of Orthodoxy.

It’s worth mentioning that the Studites, who were his friends and allies right up
until he became Patriarch, while they should have been satisfied with the triumph
of Orthodoxy, suddenly they became his most bitter enemies. The reasons for this
enmity are many -one is that Saint Methodius was elected Patriarch, while four
Studite co-candidates were ignored.

After that, Saint Methodius transported to Constantinople with great honor the holy
relics of Saints Nikiforos, Patriarch of Constantinople and Theodore the Studite
who died in exile. The transportation took place on January 26 of 844 AD.

He  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  healing  the  wounds  that  were  the  result  of  the
Iconoclasm, living ascetically, despite his advanced age, distinguishing himself in
the gift of calligraphy and in the transcription of many books of Psalms.

Saint Methodius fell asleep in peace in 847 AD, and the Church, rewarding his
struggles and life, ranked him among its Confessors. In front of his tomb, in the
temple of the Holy Apostles, the emperor was coming on the second day of Easter,
he was praying and lit candles.    (from orthodoxpath.org)

Saint Julitta of Tabennisi 
Julitta was separated from the flesh by the Word of God who appeared for our

sake in the flesh.
We  know  of  Saint  Julitta,  otherwise  known  as  Julia,  from  the  life  of  Saint
Euphrasia,  who is also called Eupraxia (July 25). They both lived as nuns at a
monastery of one hundred and thirty nuns in Tabennisi, Egypt. We are told they
were both close companions who loved each other very much and encouraged each
other in the struggles of monastic life. It appears Julitta was older than Euphrasia
and was like a teacher to her. When Euphrasia was tempted by the devil or when
the devil tried to kill her, Julitta was there to help her.

 



One day the abbess of the monastery had a vision which left  her  in a state of
extreme distress. The senior sisters noticed and began to question her about it. 

"Tell us, my lady abbess, why you are going around groaning, and giving us such
cause to worry about you."

"Don't press me on that until tomorrow."

"Trust us, my lady. If you don't tell us what it is, it will only make us more and
more worried about you."

"I'm worried about something in the future, and I didn't want to tell you about it
until tomorrow. But seeing you are pressing me, listen: Euphrasia is going to leave
us. Tomorrow her life here comes to an end. But don't upset her by telling her
that."

The senior sisters cried out in distress at what the abbess had to say, and continued
to lament for quite some time. One of the sisters, as soon as she had heard this, ran
to the bread oven where she found Euphrasia cooking bread along with Julitta, her
usual companion.

"Sister Euphrasia," she said, "you ought to know that the abbess and the senior
sisters are in a terrible state of grief because of you."

Julitta and Euphrasia were bewildered, and just stood there open-mouthed.

"Perhaps  she  has  heard  a  rumor,"  said  Julitta,  "that  your  former  fiancé  has
persuaded the Emperor to order your removal from the monastery, and that is what
she is upset about."

"As my Lord Jesus Christ lives," said Euphrasia, "not even if the foundations of the
whole round world were shaken, could I be persuaded to abandon my Lord Christ.
Do me a favor, sister Julitta, while the bread is cooking, go and see if you can find
out what the problem is and set my mind at rest."

Julitta went and stood outside the abbess's door, and could hear her still talking
about her dream.

"I  saw two men  in  monastic  habits,"  she  was  saying,  "who came  looking  for
Euphrasia, and they said to me, 'Bring her here. You must.' And then others came
along and said, 'Take Euphrasia and bring her before the Lord.' So I summoned
her, and hurried along with them, and we came to a gateway whose glory I couldn't
begin to describe, and it opened to us of its own volition, and we went in, and we
saw an indescribably beautiful  heavenly palace,  and there was a nuptial  throne
there, not made with hands. I was prevented from going any closer, but they took
Euphrasia and offered her to the Lord. She fell down and kissed His immaculate
feet, and I saw ten thousand Angels and a numberless multitude of saints standing

 



around looking on, and I saw the Mother of the Lord taking Euphrasia - truly! - and
leading her to the nuptial couch, where there was a beautiful crown prepared, and I
heard a voice saying to Euphrasia, 'Behold, your reward. Now hurry and come here
in ten days time, to enjoy these things for endless ages.' That was nine days ago,
when I saw the vision, so tomorrow Euphrasia will die."

As Julitta listened secretly to the abbess's story, she began to beat her breast and
face. She wept and returned to the kitchen, where Euphrasia was alarmed to see her
in tears.

"For the sake of the Son of God, sister Julitta," she cried, "tell me what you have
heard and what you are crying about."

"I am weeping, dear sister, because today we shall be parted, so I have heard the
lady abbess say. Tomorrow you will breathe your last!"

Euphrasia was shocked at hearing this, and sat down completely distraught. Julitta
sat down beside her, weeping.

"Give me your hand, sister," said Euphrasia, "and help me to where the firewood is
kept and leave me there. I will leave you to take the bread out of the oven and take
it into the monastery."

This  Julitta  did,  saying  nothing  as  yet  to  the  abbess.  That  night  Julitta  and
Euphrasia were left alone in the church to keep vigil.

"My dear sister, do not forget me. Remember how closely we have always been
united on this earth. Pray to God that I be not separated from you. Remember how
I have shared in your battles. Pray to the Lord that he will release me from the
burden of this flesh in sure hope that I may be found worthy of being with you."

The next  day Euphrasia  reposed in peace,  being just  thirty  years  old,  and was
buried at the monastery next to her mother. It was Julitta who had taught her how
to read and how to sing the psalms, and she had loved that pupil of hers who had
belonged  to  the  Emperor's  family.  She  wept  for  three  days  without  leaving
Euphrasia's grave. On the fourth day, however, she felt quite happy and went to the
abbess to tell her why.

"Pray for  me,  my lady,"  she  said  "for  through blessed  Euphrasia's  intercession
Christ is calling me."

She kissed all the sisters, and on the fifth day after Euphrasia's death her teacher
Julitta died also, and was buried in the same tomb as the blessed Euphrasia.

Thirty days later the abbess summoned the senior sisters.   "My daughters," she
said, "you must choose someone else as a mother to take my place and preside over
you."

 



"Why are  you saying this,  my  lady?  Tell  us!  You have  never  spoken to  your
servants like this before."

"The  Lord  is  calling  me,"  she  said.  "Sister  Euphrasia  has  been  praying  very
diligently for me, so that I too may merit a heavenly marriage bed. Julitta also is
sharing in what Euphrasia has been granted and has entered into that palace not
made with human hands, and I too am hastening on the way to being found worthy
of sharing that place with them."

The  sisters  rejoiced  at  hearing  of  the  great  glory  which  Euphrasia  and  Julitta
enjoyed, and prayed likewise that they all might deserve to be partakers of such a
marriage. They chose one of the sisters called Theogenia to preside over them.
(from johnsanidopoulos.com)

Also Commemorated Today
[Follow the links below for more information. - Ed.]

Prophet Elisha (10th c. B.C.).
New Hieromartyr Joseph priest (1918).
New Hieromartyrs Nicholas, Alexander, Paul priests and Nicholas deacon (1938).
St. Mstislav-George, prince of Novgorod (1180).
Venerable Methodius, abbot of Peshnosha (1392).
Venerable Elisha, monk, of Suma (Solovki) (15th- 16th c.).
Synaxis of All Saints of Diveyevo.
Venerable Niphon, hieromonk of Kapsokalyvia, Mt. Athos (1330).
St. John (Mavropos), metropolitan of Euchaita (1100).
St. Joseph, bishop of Thessalonica, brother of St. Theodore of the Studion (830).
St. Sabbas the Fool-for-Christ of Vatopedi, Mt. Athos (1349).
St. Dogmael, monk of Pembrokeshire..
St. Cyril of Gortyne.
St. Nennus, abbot of Arran (7th c.)
St. Ciaran (Cearan), abbot of Bellach-Duin (870)
Translation of the relics of St. Brendan the Navigator
St. Psalmodius, hermit of Limoges (France) (c. 690)
Martyrs Anastasius, Felix and Digna of Cordoba (Spain)(853)
St. Etherius (Aetherius), bishop of Vienne (7th c.)
St. Gerold, bishop of Evreux (France)(806)
St. Hartwig, archbishop of Salzburg (1023)
St. Lotharius, bishop of Séez (France)(c. 756)
St. Marcian bishop of Syracuse (c. 254)
St. Mark, bishop of Lucera (Italy)(c. 328)
St. Quintian (Quinctian) of Rodez (France)(unk)
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St. Richard, abbot of St. Vannes Abbey in Verdun (France)(1046)
Martyrs Valerius and Rufinus of Soissons (France)(c. 287)

Pray for our priests and seminarians!
Prayer  is  powerful,  and  we  need  more  priests  in  our  Diocese.  Metropolitan
Gregory is asking that each one of us pray daily that we have more vocations to the
priesthood. He also wants us to pray by name for our clergy and seminarians--they
aren't  sick!  The clergy that  we are to pray for are:  Fr.  Kevin Greenwood, Fr.
Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch.  The seminarians are: Fr. Peter Sodini.
Deacon  Maximus  Cannaverde,  Fr.  Alexander  Hurtsellers, Bradley  Shaffer,
Nicholas  Cizin,  John  Bonnewicz-Coffey,  John  Fedornock  III,  Clay  Raburn,
Spyridon Raburn and Ignatios Leonardo (please also pray for Joshua Horner, who
is taking a break from seminary to work full-time). We started this four years ago,
and we already see its fruit – Fr. Seamus was on this list the last time I ran it! 

Prayer for vocations
Master of all, You promised us, “I will be with you always, even until the very end
of the world,” and You have taught, “I will build My Church and the gates of hell
shall  not  prevail  against  it.”   Mindful  of  this  pledge,  we  beseech  Your  great
goodness  to  inspire  men  to  the  Holy  Priesthood,  the  service  of  Your  Holy
Orthodox Church, so that she may properly be able to fulfill Your will for Your
people in this age.  There are children to baptize, the sick to heal, and the dying to
care for.  There is the Bread of Life to distribute, and the Word of God to teach.
There are sins to forgive, and charity to be done in Your Name. Send Your Church
in this hour and in every age “vessels of clay” to be instruments of Your presence.
Hear us, O Lord, and have mercy.

Prayer for the priesthood
O Lord Jesus Christ, Good Shepherd of Your sheep, light the fire of ardent love in
the hearts of all Your priests, that they may ever and in all things seek only Your
glory.  Remember especially, Lord, our Metropolitan Gregory, and our spiritual
father Seamus, who are laboring in Your vineyard for the salvation of all those
whom You have entrusted to them.  Remember also, O Lord, our priests Fr. Kevin
Greenwood, Fr. Andrew Gromm, and Deacon Donald Koch, and seminarians Fr.
Peter Sodini.  Deacon Maximus  Cannaverde, Fr.  Alexander Hurtsellers,  Bradley
Shaffer, Nicholas Cizin, John Bonnewicz-Coffey, John Fedornock III, Spyridon
Raburn, Clay Wood and Ignatios Leonardo.   Make their lives as holy as the word
they preach.   Keep them from being discouraged.   Hear  their  prayers  for  our
salvation.  Give them wisdom and courage to proclaim Your truth.  Make them
priests after Your own heart.  For You are a merciful God who loves us, and to You
we give glory, together with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy, good and life-
giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.  Amen.
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Bible study at St. Thomas the Apostle church: Israel and the World.
This is an introduction to what living in Old Testament Israel was like. This series
will be completely online so we can include people who cannot make it to church
during the week. Please watch the Intro video (link below) before the first session.

The first session is Tuesday May 12 from 7:00p until roughly 8:15p. We will
meet every Tuesday until we're done (roughly 9 weeks).

Intro video. Please watch before the start of the class. This will give a detailed
overview of the series and what you can expect from it.

https://tonypapadakis.com/videos/israelworld/intro.mp4

Zoom link. The link for all meetings is the same.

https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952

In  Your  Prayers  –  Please  Remember… His  All-Holiness  Ecumenical  Patriarch
BARTHOLOMEW, His Eminence Metropolitan GREGORY, Fr. Seamus & Family,  Fr.
Joseph & Family,  His Grace Bishop Neofitos of Eldoret and Northern Kenya, Patty
Blaydoe, Bennett family, Tatyana & Slava Chumak & family, Reader Luke & Marlena
Cooper, Roberta Corson, Tina Crull, Marlene Doukas, Alaina Espinal, Angelo Espinal,
Linda A.  Georgiev,  Sandi  Hebel,  Howl  family,  John M.  Janowiak,  Johnson family,
Andrew  Kinn,  Kopan  family,  Helen,  Brian,  Luke  and  Mia  Mahony,  Valentina
Makowelski,  David  &  Kathryn  Newman,  Bobby  Nutter  &  family,  Nicholas  Pavlik,
Weston Perry & family, Mary Reed, Marge Rusnak, Rose Song, Dennis Thomidis, Fr.
Nectarios & Ia,  Mother  Virginia  Marie  & the Carmelite  Nuns of  Port  Tobacco,  the
suffering people of Ukraine & the Middle East,  and those in  need of our prayers.
(Please advise Fr. Seamus of changes.) 

 

Follow Our Diocese On-Line
Diocesan Website:  http://www.acrod.org
Camp Nazareth:  http://www.campnazareth.org
Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese
Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews
You Tube: https://youtube.com/acroddiocese
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https://lbc.zoom.us/j/98521631952
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